THE HERMITAGE . . . . Known
locally in Montrose as the Round
House. the Hermit House, the Bee-
hive, or igloo. this was the Her-
mitl's home for 18 years. Evidence
found suggests this house was built

The Hermit Of Monitrose

Mobile Press Regisier Photox By Tony Manuppeili
by him in a race with a hurricane.
This house is on property now be-
longing to Mrs. Connie Strength,
who resides with her family in a
nearby home.

THE HERMIT OF MONTROSE—The late H. J.
Stuart shown in a snaoshot owned by M. E. Blake
of Fairhope. Mr. Stuzet was in his 820d vear when
this was taken in 185 according to his shaky pen-
manship on the back of photo. Bare feet. lon
beard and homespun clothes attest to his happ
non-coniorming
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%ﬁg& hurt his &&”giai?ﬁwm
And that was why he built his ¥ # e o
concrete haxes waist high to plant | 85 it was when he built it in 1926.
his vegetables in so he wouldn't | IV¥ tendrils trail around the lr;“gr
have ta steap. aver {0 weed them, | Dackiwall of the house; Near the
(The truth appears to he that | front door, a wisp of a small 1
he was smart enoagh to think it sickly cedar has thrust its way upi
foolish to lean over to weed his | hrough the dirt. it
vegetables when he could just' There is the same tranquility
“plant them high!™: it" the scene today as ap&u‘renuy
Those who did not know him, | in the early quarter of the cen-
or enfy saw him. recall him aﬁ%f
“oddball” “crackpet.” say : :
looked like Santa Claus with his ' ate the strange concrele

and odd looking today |

’i’hﬁ only things missing ta_tgay

LIKE A CRUDE CATHEDRAL—~
The view of the mpmor dome of

the Hermit’s House on Parker .  dates tell of his race
Road in Montrose resembles ame- ~ with the hu :

faner amounlor affaire nnd | in the Hermit House. The next'to us from Mrs. Matt Ruthesford, famed poem by James Russe
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