AND HIS rzoumo“fa-\oUs'jf,

THE: SUNDIAL. AND

Ll GARDEN |-

The group of p:ctur‘es above shows H. J.

in Baldwin Couhty near Fa:rhope,
hy Stuart.

hls “beo-hlve" home and sun dnal,

Stuart, the modern Thoreau whom thu Vagabond found living
made of concmte blocks manufactured

Mountam Scnbbler Sums Up
The Losses And The' Gams
Of Such Ex1stence i

- BY MILFORD W. ‘HOWARD», ,

‘We might expect something uke
.this"in the White Motntaing: of New |
. Hampshire, the far awuy Rockies, the

far away” place, ‘but never: so ¥
our own ' doorstep,’

1 am all' the while tﬁ*ymg to 'c~r'
not: have  to:trot all. over. the; glot
to find'romance, beauty, thrills, ad=
vénture and unusual people. Alabama !

“Lds full of all these "things if we can §

;jdust get our' perspective rlght, our
vigion properly’ focused. : :

z One of these days I am going vaga; .

bonding on Lookout Mountain and ssi
~what I _can discover, and report the
result of my findings to my readers..
I wonder how many persons who call
themselves vagabonds, or who' feel
the spirit of the ‘vagabond; would
llke to join me in this adventure

The requirements are the spirit'
true adventurer, and the equipment
& pair of blankets, or ‘a sleeping bag, &
& frying pan, a comb and tooth brush,
& quart tin can. for making coffee,
and a few, very few, simple thxngs
to eat.

I am contemplating such arx excur
sion’ in the - early 'Spring,’ and this
is: a‘challenge to all” vagabonds who'l
feel they ca.n quallfy “to Jjoin me.
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It you—atre atr
; Bire to go with

| for vagabonding

4 You must have

purpose of enfo

bay the price, n
to attain unto se

qualifications fo

ers is that they

world. They do
don’t get on my

N

write about H.

miles from LFa
County,

. his “bee-hive” h

Lady Vivian
quaintance on t

and she reported

mayhe the Hi

i venture for a week, write me in care|
of The Birmingham News, stating |
your desires and qualifications, and
if I think you are fitted for such an
undertaking, I will enter you as anéf -
. applicant, and write You personally. {.
It takes a rare spirit to qualify [

i 1s not to be entered upon lightly. |

Wwhich you are Wwilling to share with 228
others, but without any dogmatic}.:
reing it.  You must |
be a’ seeker for the real things of |~
life, the unfoldment of vour higher- [
self.  You must also be a devotee |

of the simple life, and willing to

These are some of the fundameéntal |.

the joys'l expect to find on this ad-
venture. I can go alone, and not get -
lonesome. I have with me, and with-

me, the finest companions in the

not disturb my meditation, but abide
in the silence with me, and bring me
Pbeace and wisdgm. .

found ‘a retreat in a pine forest five{

He calls - himself the modern|-
Thoreau and I don’t think he is over
egotistical in dving so after visiting,".--_
ome and learr_n'ng af
few of ‘the precepts of his simple life |
end homely bhilosophy. i

hope. He was bare-headed and bare- 3
| footed, with patriarcha] gray beard, !

discovered a great mystic, perhaps
|& man of Armenia, oy Arabia, or

Pac g

UE Vagaboroii - ub=
me on such an ad-

and this adventure |

a philosophy of life

0 matter how great, | .
-mastery.

T my vagabond ex-

cursion, and unless I can fing kindred ;'_
spirits I would rather go alone,. - o
My only reason for inviting oth- |

may share some, of }

not bore me. They
nerves. and they do |

ok

What a queer“beginning for the |
vagabond sketch+Y hagq in mind to "
‘write when I began. I was going.tof

J. Stuart, who has!’

irhope in Baldwin |

first made hjs ac-
he streets of Fair-

to me that she had

4
i

| “Lady" Vivian, “herself Tighly Hinagi-
‘native and romantic, sees in such per-
isonages the colorful and unusual, so

i knowing this, took her enthusiasm |

{With a grain of salt, and was nof at

(&ll disillusioned when 1 found- -that
lour *“mystic” was just a plain Eng-}: -

flishman, whose life had been out-
!wardly, at least, exceedingly prosaic.

‘i“-'hat the inward emotions, upheavals |
and reactions had been I could only{ |
i surmise as I talked to him in his ks
fquaint surroundings and learned his r"\ :

1philosophy of the simple life.

Stuart, the “modern Thorean.” was |-
born in England and came with his

ivelopment when he had no choice in

ithe matter, The intefvening yelrs |
1of his life unti] ke journeyed to the,
pine forest near ‘Fairhope about six [
|vears ago seemed commonplace and

iuneventful enough, as I questioned
him trying to find out some big,
i startling, outstanding event that had

i uprooted him from the beaten path,,

ifrom the humdrum,.drab anq color-

iless to become the man of the out- |

jof-doors who has gone bare-footed

and bare-headed for several yvears, |

‘lived alone in a “bee-hive” house in

'8 primeval forest off the beaten
‘track, to which the world is making |
‘& trail over which increasing throngs |
. jare coming each year . .
! Such a man must have a worth |

“while story for the busy, hurrying

iworld, and I believe my readers will |
!’bte glad to pause long enough to hear | -

f The story-is simple, so simple. in
fact, that were I a real “writer T}
~'wou}d not be telling it. In the first
!place, I would never have .discovered ¥ /i-
!

it, for I would have been looking

for something “big” measured by the |- *

think with writers who overloolk the

humble, self-sacrificing  lives to.

wirite ahbout those who have ae-

cumulated earth's filthy gold. or af.
tained 10 so-called honors, that are
88 evanescent as the mo

rning dew.

.iothers and have poorly digested:

i he was offended, because the prophét' g
did not require of him some great [. .
; or difficult thing. So it i I often

" " hour, although I may disagree with

; i who fondly believe they are the orig-

‘Thoreau Living In Baldwin County

i I think T~ mdst Have “a —perichani How he cameé fo Choose the “bee- |

' for the simple things, a “nose” for hive” as an architectural mogdel for L

- Tinding out the life stories of those his house in the forest, I do not know, .

 Who are dumb and voiceless and have | * | Perhaps he has made a study of beej ™
No prestige as press agents to herald ¢ “Jlore. If 80, he has learned lesson
their achievements to the world. Per- about these. useful servants and
haps that is why I am now ‘writing { - | friends of man-that are as amazing

this sketch about .a true vagabond, as any of the inventions and dis-| !
Who has discovered the “philosopher’s.
stone” and is wearing it next to his o
heart, calm and serene, at threescore -
and 10 as the world rushes madly by.
Lok % % sy o

By a strange sort of coincidence
this modern Thoreau was -assistant
engineer at the La Normandie Hotel
in W’ashington, D, C,, during the pe- F
riod of my term in Congress and V' this sketch. .
read my iconoclastic, sensational {7’
book, “If Christ Came to Congress.” | .-
So I needed no introduction to him, §
for the book was in line with his
radical thinking, and no, doubt, he |-
thought it a great piece of destruc-
tive literature. ’

am always interested when I

‘imeet a man who thinks at all, and.
‘am ready to listen to him by the

it happened it is fitting that h
should dwell in such’a hive of in;
‘| dustry and activity, . ’

The *“hive” home’ is buiilt of con

Through his garden run long ter-

blocks, the intervening spaces be-'
tween the walls filled with soil, On-
these zerraces he grows delicious
strawberries and leafy vegetables on
which he feasts in season, N g
I, asked him . why he built these

terraces. Lady Vivian insisted.thag
11t was sg he would hot have to stuop

which he can pump water from his
well, the pump ‘being operated hy
a windmill. From these tanks he
hps a system of pipes that he can
use in irrigating the terraces during
the dry season. ) ) ;

Once inside the “bee-hive"” you be-
gin to sense the activity of the “busy-

proselytes{ Qn. the other hand, the|
.| people who simply think they think

who have absorbed the thoughts 6f

h

them, are the fanatical propagandists

! i rers of great truths. t
cjlx:siline%lsctgverevolutionize the world,: bee,” and recall the boem--of your$
if—and that is such a little thing to.| childhood about how the “busy little.
ask—if, the world will accept their: ./ |bee-doth improve each shining hour.”"
v X :-.. | The first thing to attract the visi-”
panaceas, e T . . 'a,nd tor’s attention will, perhaps, be the
: Tmi is sa;gte',r];ﬁ;t btyo-tlga-;vs?g; the loom on which this modern Thoreau
is not an 3 X
modern Thoreau, .but is a generaliza -

‘have bought at least a dozen but}

s mow what Thoreau was, an ex- | for his cnronic financial stute. There

ponent of the simple life, and a liv-

. lmarkable man who has found what
,al] the world.is_}:q_inpgr seeking 3

races built up high with, concretey::

B 3 = SR -
) % a Lt . .
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t

} : g ltivtae his berries and  yege-
pecry view he holds, just so long as i tgbfeqst;mt he rather shatfered %ﬁat i
" jh'e doesn't try to convert me to his fancy'when he told us*he. experi-{”
‘i views. There are but u small per- mented with his concrete block mak- |
‘| centage of people who think at all, ing before beginning his “‘bee-hive” Lo 1
who are capuble of thinking, so that a.ngd having a lot of blagks e el ¢
a real thinker is always intere§ting, he ,constructed the walleé terraces.
and usually he is g broadminded > 19Later he put in concrete tanks into:
philosgpher, who, does. not ‘seek . to [ !

wedaves the most beautiful rugs I} IH

: A Srriedd Inj - [eVer saw. He had about 50 on hand,
tion that will cover many me to |~ :2hd when he displayed them for Lady ¢ ff
the present instance it pleas?s meer g “ |Vivian's rapturous gaze she exhausteds. N

;ay ;};?ngirs't'y'ifsﬁga;}aslsesgr ::eg but | .. {her vocabulary. The Vagabond weuld - 1

.| prop ; - -one, P

{ing example o{ what thg_fixgpl;e liteT };,V:‘f, g’é‘fnfs f;,’;f]%aﬁf’;, ;;?jlsité :ngonlt_t .
man & , :
ually. -













