s
. for t
iY - Settlement is located about 15 miles southeast of Bay
a thick forest of timberland in the fork of Hollinger’s Creek
: River. It is said to be named after one of the officials with a
w mill built on Hollinger’s Creek. Trees were cut and hauled
3 to Hollinger’s Creek where they were stored in a pond
for heavy rains to float logs down to Perdido Bay. Little
of homesteaders. A bridge called the ‘Reb Bridge,” crosses
ver,” where young Brady residents used to find favorite
ng holes. A graveyard bears names of early settlers with
as such as Duck. Homesteaders gathered for church services
wrge magnolia trees near the tiny graveyard until a small log
1 was built. The church also doubled as a school. At the turn
:ntury and early 1900s, Brady was at its peak of prosperity.
erland decline, people moved elsewhere.
MLEY - Located in southwest part of the county on Sibley
1ear fork of Whitehouse Creek and Bay Minette Creek, it
ted in census of 1890, had a post office until late 1930s
; was discontinued. In May 1909, it was noted in the news:
1 Mrs. Charles Lambert and sons traveled from Bromley
re in Carpenter as guests at the Burnett home. Irish pota-
»re still high in price and corn fields were looking good.
as ready to cut with promise of a good yield. Mrs. C.E.
and and Miss Emma France from this community were in
on shopping. A Mr. Farmer took 17 bushels of string beans
le and received 90 cents a bushel for them. The little babe
Henrietta Davis was very sick with Dr. McLeod of Bay
: called to attend. Three days later the baby was reported
stter.
IN - A settlement located northeast of Rabun in northeast
county. Early in year of 1916, it was news when Mr. and Mrs.
moved into this section from Greenville, Alabama, when
bought half interest in the turpentine business formerly oper-
S.F. McKenzie. Appointed to compile the county land book at
nette from the area was J.W. Roberts. A benefit for the school
en by ladies of the community at Clayton Hadleys and several
were made to help equip the school room. C.J. Matthews
a grocery store in Byron and as business improved expected
zeneral supply and merchandise business.
EY BROOK - In September 1936, Ed Lyrene returned from
Chicago while Mrs. J.F. Smart made a business trip to
A group of young people from Robertsdale, Silverhill and
gave a surprise party at the Smarts home honoring Nell and
7 who were leaving for school. Also leaving for University in
osa were Lucier Rockwell, son of Reuben Rockwell.
NEY - Area located northeast of Bay Minette, listed in census
with population of 100 and was location of an express office.
PENTER - A community located north of Hurricane with
ice established in 1898, later discontinued, was named for
1s M. Carpenter who was killed while serving in the army
Spanish-American War. Julius E. Howell remembers a trip
‘m in Carpenter’s Station when he drove to a nice-looking
Not seeing anyone, he blew his vehicle horn. The house was
ks about three feet off the ground. After a short time, the
r’s wife came crawling out from under the house! She was
assed because someone had seen her under the house. Said
1 some hens running loose and was looking for a hen nest,
g the hens had laid some eggs under the house.
WELL - Located on Bear Point in southern part of county,
f the oldest post office in the county, located there January
. It is also home of the Walkers, who own some of best fish-
ts with knowledge of best fishing areas. On June 6, 1911, a
‘om Caswell went to the Gulf beach for a turtle hunt with
supper on the beach. One large turtle was found, towed in
Fby boat and taken home for pictures, then released. Short-
Carson, his son and some friends found a turtle with 143
ee Walker was running the mail while Rufus Walker was
37 a boat.
:;ptember 1919, Little Rufus Walker, boatman, had honor of
t Tarpon of the season hung on the spoon of a Mr. Cook of
zham. On account of bad roads between Foley and Caswell,
cars of pleasure seekers from Pensacola and Montgomery
park their cars at Josephine and come across in boats.
ly 1934, folks were proud of the 68th wedding anniversary
and Mrs. Lemuel Walker of the Caswell post office. They
ed 54 years in same house. Forty years prior, they had
harge of the Caswell post office.
ANAC - A settlement located near Mullet Point in western
county; was discontinued as post office prior to 1903.
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CLARE - A Community located between Rabon and Perdido in
northeastern part of the county. In 1912, newsworthy from Clare
included J.C. Calhoun, an engineer on the Morriston log road, who
bought land with plans to build. It was noted at that time the
farmers were hauling guano and preparing for the season’s crop of
cotton to be planted. Due to a spring storm, turpentine operators
suffered a loss when twenty percent of the trees were broken off,
trees boxed for turpentine were scattered. Ethel Weekley was
teaching school at Muscogee, Florida. In April of that year, the
post office was to be moved to L.B. Weekley’s store with Laura
Weekley appointed postmaster. Also newsworthy during that time
was Mattie Chofin lost a good mule by accident and Theodore
Weekley had a horse die. The McKenzie Turpentine Company
were preparing to start up their stilling operations.

CLAY CITY - An early settlement in area east of Fairhope, it is
known for the largest deposit of natural clay south of Ohio River and
is documented as far back as 1711. French settlers wrote of the Indi-
ans living along the clay banks of Fish River. Almost a century
later, the clay was used for bricks to rebuild Fort Morgan. The
Gable family established a thriving pottery business on the clay site
in 1860s selling jugs, churns, and Clay pots used to transport
molasses, whiskey, beer and vinegar.

CLEAR SPRINGS - In late March 1912, Mr. and Mrs. R. Cobb
were proud parents of a fine boy while friends of Julia Waters
were delighted at her recovering after attack of Lagrippe. The Will
Lambers were getting ready to move into their new home.

CROSSROADS - Settlement located south of Hurricane.
Julius E. Howell tells of a Mr. Ruple and-a Mr. Boutwell who
were farmers near Crossroads, both from upstate, Alabama,
both good farmers and good men to work with. Mr, Boutwell had
a son that started raising and sell fish bait in early 1940s and
was still selling in 1989.

DAPHNE - Located on Mobile Bay north of Montrose and
Fairhope, the settlement had its beginning in 1888 founded by
Alexandro Mastro-Valerio who felt his fellow Italian immigrants
could live a better life in rural environment. Known as Hollywood, it
became an incorporated town with post office during 1850s. It was
following the Civil War the name change to Daphne occurred named
probably for type of laurel shrub growing there. Daphne post office
was established in 1874 and boasted of a rural route by 1916. Listed
in census of 1890 with population of 549, Daphne was county seat
from 1868-1901. The town was incorporated in 1927. Some of the
family names Julius E. Howell recalls in Daphne and Bell Forest
are Corte, Allegri, Lazzari, Boni, Bertolla. In Howell’s opinion, the
people in this area are some of the best farmers in the county.

DAVIES - A settlement listed with post office in postal guide of
December 31, 1916, but not listed in cities, towns, villages and
communities of 1928.

DOUGLASVILLE - Located in Bay Minette, it was at one time
the largest Negro settlement of the county with population of over
a thousand and a

school of 218 pupils.
The Douglasville
Baptist Church was
built on novel idea of
holding brick rallies
in order to obtain
material to construct
the new congrega-
tional house. Mem-
bers began giving
one or two of their
Bay Minette Inter formerly Douglasville bricks to the individ-
School. ual to 500 and 1,000

to the person until by
March 1937, they had collected 5,000 bricks to build their house to
God. Early in 1941, with the exception of few projects, the major
building of the church was completed.

Leroy Bryant founded the all black school of Douglasville High
School and its legendary athletic program and was its principal until
segregation ended when Douglasville was turned into a middle school.
Bryant became vice principal of Baldwin County High School retiring
in 1981 as supervisor for the Baldwin County Board of Education and
serving the educational system for 34 years.

In December 1966, the name “Blue Devils” of Douglasville would
“strike a note of terror to any opponent” so claimed reporter Ben
Watson in The Baldwin Times. In 1963, the Blue Devils mustered
a 7 win, 1 lost, 1 tie record. By 1965-66 season, the team won 8

games, tied 1 and erased the tie with a s
over their arch rival, the Wolverines
glasville Blue Devil team won the double
Coach Herbert Ellis as ‘Coach of the
received the title in 1965 also. This
championship for the team. Team members
Ezell, C. Knight, M. McReynolds, L. Pruitt,

Winston, J.B. Smith, E. Goodlett, J. Mal
M. Lamar, J. Crooks, C. Stevenson, . ]
Boykins, J. Martin, K. Crook, S. Seals; J.
Williams, F. Anderson, S. Bracy, J. Crook, E.]
Green, R. Anderson, W. McAdams, H. Ed
Herbert Ellis as head coach, offensive coach
defensive coach Shedrick Hardy and line coach

DUNLAP - Settlement was listed in village ce

DYAS CREEK - Settlement was listed in censua:
post office listed in 1916. 3

DYAS - Located in northeast part of county between
and Perdido, it’s post office was established in 1898 ng
and Nashville Railroad and now discontinued. “The B
newspaper reported in January, 1911, Otto H. Gael
each purchased a DeLaval cream separator which
entirely new in that neck of the woods but an “indisp
in the dairy business.” A Farmers Union had been
Dyas to more successfully push truck growing and m?
Home Gardens Colony Inn was completed and opene
March 1911 with credit due contractor Babcock. Es{r}:f
the Colony Inn who also purchased land in area were F
Iowa and Mr. Nicolson from northern Alabama. O
moved from Dyas to become the distiller for the Weel
who had a turpentine business. That same month;
Garbe’s announced the birth of a son. !

In early 1900s, Dyas had a settlement of about 11 |
Jugoslav families farming an average of forty acré‘i
Children attended school in nearby Perdido. Dyas luj
ny operated a large sawmill here at one time. Juli"{
recalls a large store stocked with just about everyt]
sawmill here at one time. Julius E, Howell recalls |
stocked with just about everything, a large depot o
Railroad, a hotel, turpentine operation and the post i
company known as the “Home Garden Land Compan|
operated by a Mr. Lawrence, sold a lot of land in Io{..j
and up to people from the north. Some of this land is 4
descendants of the owners who bought from this comp

Howell tells of working for J.D. Crosby who in 19
pine timber from widow of Mr. Lawrence and started
business. Crosby was a fair and good man to worl
says, never forgetting Crosby giving him work duri
early 1930s.

ELBERTA - A town founded in 1903 by group of (
nessmen from Chicago. With post office established
town was named for Elberta peaches grown in N.
orchard. It became
incorporated in 1952,
Julius E. Howell,
crop reporter for
AAA, recalls the Ger-
man residents as
wanting to be inde-
pendent and work
their own farms as
they saw fit. He says
they were and are
some of the hardest
working people he Elberta street looking north
had ever known; over kome in foreground
the years clearing
and putting into cultivation large acres of land. Dur
of the AAA and other control programs, “a lot of ther
fact the Government set limits on number of acre;
crops they could plant and sell without any restricti
ties.” Because of this, some, but not all of them, were
with says Howell.

Alfred Neumann operated a bank in Elberta. H
that over the years Neumann had acquired and ope
land in the area. In the 1950s, the Government offer
to farmers whereby a farmer could plant his crop la
nent cover such as grasses, or pines getting help tc




and carried to a still where it was cooked
ng seven or more barrels each cooking.

> products; one being rosin (roughly 250
turpentine) which when cooled set upina
p.,Rosin was used in making different
“\Paint, varnish, lacquer, adhesives and

about 10 gallons of spirit of turpentine to
EY ine. The spirit of turpentine was used in
| g/é er things.

L; s a popular home remedy. It was rubbed
for colds, on sores and fresh cuts. When

it burned like the dickens.
- production of turpentine, we used a bark
ugh the bark and sap of the trees once
eak made by the bark hack was sprayed
L 1ade the sap run longer, and used about
" rees as when using the wood hack. The
b six to 12 inches across, depending on the

1sonal job. The flow dwindled to almost
eather which meant the season usually
to November, with more flow in the hot

e harvested in this area was finally
lle and Pensacola.

1 and hot way to earn money to feed our
the meager income kept us from having
ask for handouts during the depression
ife, Annie M. Walker Howell, Phillipsuville
7 and Written by: Julius Elvin Howell

:1d a meeting to that effect last
ree. There is strong opposition.”

‘0 the black readers, provided local,
| news, train schedules for the L & N
&, the notes and personals and columns
Joykin, a self-educated editor, teacher,
outspoken, controversial, but his wit
. In item of October 19, 1901, he wrote

debt to this paper must settle up at
too, if you owe anything,” and, “Hal
7 at the county seat.”

neans of inspiring the black people and
e founding of a ‘normal school’ in Bay
principal.

r Flashes” in newspaper of October 14,

school session, with S.J. Boykin as
the first Monday and the only one
has commenced in the county.”

historian, Samuel Crosby found in his
nanage a turpentine and pine oil plant
ior to Newport Division of Reichold

ykin, remembers his father as always
ng that happened, “a born newspaper
ied in 1927. Submitted by: Baldwin
tee

ner newspaper, Jackie Byrd, Baldwin

ildwin Times

Tatter July 27, 1909, at the Post Office
iption price for The Baldwin Times
T year on March 2, 1911, its twenty-
e field of journalism in the County.

ed at Daphne by George H. Hoyle,
hne Times, and continued for several

years under his management. During the first few years of its exis-
tence, the Times was a patent sheet, published by one of the news-
paper unions and had, as all such publication have, limited space
to devote to exploiting the advantages of the country.

After a period, its founder, Mr. Hoyle, became so engrossed in
his private business that he sold the Times to Abner J. Smith of
Kentucky, who decided to locate in Baldwin County and in short
time, installed a plant and began printing of the paper at home.
Many of agencies have contributed to development of Baldwin
County but no one agency was more potent when Baldwin County
Wwas its embryo, so to speak, along the agricultural line, than was
the Baldwin Times under the management of Mr. Smith. Smith
severed his connection with the paper about 1904.

The newspaper’s move to Bay Minette from Daphne coincided
with the courthouse removal from Daphne to Bay Minette in Octo-
ber of 1901 and continues today as one of the country’s leading
newspapers. Submitted by: Baldwin County Heritiage Book Committee
Source: The Baldwin Times.

Clay City

Rich clay deposits at least 30 feet deep line the banks of Fish
River upstream where there has been a brickyard for over 160
Years. Located about eight miles east of Fairhope on Fish River,
Fairhope Clay Products is better known as “Clay City” because of
the largest clay resources south of Ohio River. Clay deposits pro-
vide fine clay for bricks, ceramics and pottery. When Fort Morgan
under construction at Mobile Point during years 1819-1834, one of
‘the largest brickyards supplying brick for the fortress was at this
location. In 1824, fifty blacks were employed with the brickyard.

A large pottery had been established at the clay deposits by
the Gable Family from 1860-1906 where butter churns, clay
Pots, jugs and survey markers were made. Confederate troops
were supplied with jugs for molasses, whiskey, rum, beer and
vinegar during the Civil War.

A Chicago industrialist, Frank Brown came to Baldiwn County
on invitation of Fairhope Single Tax Colony. In 1916, Frank Brown
formed Fairhope Clay Products, Inc., with several friends,
bringing machinery
%o the location of the
clay by river or by
oxen-pulled wagons
through the woods.
The men who worked
at the brick plant
lived on the site. Soon
the name, Clay City.

; The first clay was
“ dug with a hand
shovel and bricks

were made four at a

time in a wooden

mold, dried in the

sun and burned in a
- small kiln fired with
pine knots. Beehive kilns were built in 1926, fired with coal and
later with gas. Four foot thick walls held the heat but it took about
ten days to fire the bricks. The beehive kilns, still standing, are
used only for special jobs now because of the cost of fuel.

Brick which once took six weeks to dry in open air sheds are
now dried in two days in main kiln. It takes 48 hours to burn
200,000 brick at 2200 degrees in kiln with its sophisticated con-
trols. The brick go through automatic strapping machine and come
‘out in neat square packages of 525 bricks each. The modern brick
with its many patterns is far different than sharp edged, shiny
brick made by Frank Brown in 1916.

For 65 years, five generations of one family have been making
bricks. Bart Jennings, Jr., and his wife, Beverly and family mem-
& bers are carrying on the thriving business started by Beverly’s

et father, Frank Brown. “What grandfather use to throw away is
what we get a premium price for, edges off, shine off and not
squared,” Beverly J ennings says.

A List of local structures built with Clay City products include,
First National Bank of Fairhope, Thomas Hospital, Fairhope Mid-
dle School, Fairhope United Methodist Church, St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Foley and the reconstruction of Fort Conde in Mobile.

In January, 1976, Clay City Pottery was renamed A & D Pottery
by Ralph Brown Jennings, great-grandson of founder. Traditional

Clay City brick ovens (photo courtesy of
Cecelia Bornholt

type wares are produced using same clays as were used 100 years
ago. Submitted by: Baldwin County Heritage Book Committee
Sources: Foley Public Library Baldwin County History Files, Clay City
brochure.

Early Elberta Businesses

Henry Burmeister of Dalton, Ilinois, brought first excursion of
homeseekers in 1904 to Elberta, in the charge of George Hilmier, a
building contractor. These men, erected first hotel known as Pine
Grove Hotel located opposite today’s Baptist Church. Number of
years later, the hotel would become home of Fred and Dora Ohls.
Following excursions brought Philip Saxman of Wisconsin, Her-
man Koehler from Nebraska, E.A. Vogelgesang who was contract-
ed to conduct the hotel when it was completed. Gustav Koch and
family managed the hotel til Volgegesang could arrive and thus
Gustave Koch was considered first settler of new colony.

Because of the bardship of having to trade at Marlow on Fish
River, sixteen miles away, or at Bon Secour, ten miles away, L.A.
Rinke was induced to leave Chicago and establish a store in the
hotel til he could build on southwest corner in center of town.

The Elberta Hotel was built on what is today the athletic field

dismantled the hotel piece by piece and put it up at Lillian Beach.

Another hotel was
constructed in two
parts with the second
part finished in
1920s. It was later
called Elberta Ranch
Hotel and was known
for the two-toned
tongue and groove
pine parquet floor
installed in the hotel
by Adam Bretz who
had come to Elberta
from Germany. In
order to achieve the
two color effect of brown and blond, half of the pine boards were
boiled in linseed oil, the remainder in creosote. Four generations
lived in the hotel until 1946 when it was purchased by J.A. Pilgrim

State Bank of Elberta (c1924)

Mrs. Anna Bretz, her mother, Mrs. Lindofer and Mrs. Bretz’s
daughter, Mrs. Schultz standing on the veranda of the hotel,

A progressive farming community, between 1920 and 1929, The
Elberta Farmers & Truckers Association was organized and a
shipping platform built. A packing plant was built by Elberta Cit-
rus Association to ship satsuma oranges grown in the many
orchards. In 1922, Herman Lawrenz built a Retort Plant to manu-
facture pine oil, tar and charcoal. Since 1922, the State Bank of
Elberta began providing full range of banking services so strong as
to even during the depression it never closed its doors.

A real estate office was run by L. Lindoerfer; Rhodorrockeroft
Poultry Yards by Zimmern & Biedermann; Fine Shoe Repairing by
dJohn Felbinger; Groceries store by George Haag; Elberta Pastime
Theater, proprietor Emil Duerks; Horseshoeing and machine
repair by August Hinkelmann, blacksmith; Coffins, caskets and
undertakers’ supplies, Hermann Schroeder, dealer. The grand
opening of the Elberta Pastime Theatre was held 1/29/1920 with
Emil Duerks, proprietor; and Lenz Motor Service operated by Bill
and Carl Lenz. Submitted by: Jeanette Frank Bornholt, 26697 Frank
Road, Elberta, AL 36530
Sources: Elberta Golden Jubliee, 1965; The Onlooker

Fairhope’s Busy Bee Garage

Originally owned by an Ohio corporation, Sherrill Oil Compa-
ny, during late 1929, the Busy Bee Garage was later transferred
to the Pure Oil Company. The garage/service station was located
on the northwest corner of intersection of Fairhope Avenue and
Greeno Road in Fairhope. Raymond W. Klein and his brother,
Vincent J. Klein became partners in ownership of the Busy Bee
with Raymond as the mechanic in the back and Vincent operat-
ing the front of the service station. Originally from Towa, the
Klein Brothers also farmed together near Fairhope with John
Dunn as the farm foreman.
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KINDS OF CERAMIC ITEMS HIS MAIN EFFORTS WERE DIRECTED TOWARD MAKING BRICK
AND TILE WHICH WERE IN DEMAND IN THE LOCAL MARKET.

IT IS FAIR TO STATE THAT THE BROWNS, AS A FAMILY, HAVE BEEN MORE
INTERESTED IN MAKING A GOOD PRODUCT THAN IN MAKING MONEY HENCE IT WAS
ONLY NATURAL THAT DAPHNE BROWN ANDERSON AND HER HUSBAND BIRON C.
ANDERSON SHOULD RESCUE THE BUSINESS DURING THE DEPRESSION. THUS THE THIRD
GENERATION OF BROWNS BECAME INVOLVED IN OPERATION OF THE BRICK COMPANY
WITH RALPH BROWN (SON OF FRANK BROWN) AS MANAGER.

UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF DAPHNE BROWN ANDERSON AND RALPH BROWN
THE BUSINESS GREW AND ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT AND KILNS WERE INSTALLED.
ANOTHER FACTOR WHICH HELPED THE COMPANY INVOLVED THE USE OF BARGES AND
TUGBOATS FOR TRANSPORTING THE HEAVY BRICK AND TILE TO THE MARKET IN MOBILE.
THIS WAS ESSENTIAL BEFORE OPENING OF THE MOBILE BAY CAUSEWAY.

AFTER THE PASSING OF FIRST RALPH, THEN DAPHNE, THE MANAGEMENT OF THE
COMPANY WAS TAKEN OVER BY BEVERLY BROWN JENNINGS AND HER HUSBAND BART
JENNINGS JR. WHO OPERATED THE BUSINESS WITH THE HELP OF TWO SONS, BART
JENNINGS III AND RALPH BROWN JENNINGS. THIS "SET UP" BROUGHT TWO MORE
GENERATIONS OF BROWNS INTO THE SEQUENCE OF MANAGEMENT AND THEN FINALLY
(UP TO THE PRESENT TIME) A GRANDSON OF BART AND BEVERLY, BART JENNINGS IV,
CAME WITH THE COMPANY, MAKING THE SIXTH GENERATION OF FAMILY MEMBERS.

IT MIGHT BE OF INTEREST TO NOTE THAT ALL KEY POSITIONS IN THE COMPANY
HAVE TRADITIONALLY BEEN ASSUMED BY FAMILY MEMBERS AND ALSO, THE UNIQUE
SITUATION OF SIX GENERATIONS DILIGENTLY WORKING IN AN ENTERPRISE THAT IS NOT
YET A CENTURY OLD.

THERE ARE MANY STRUCTURES IN THIS AREA BUILT WITH FAIRHOPE CLAY
PRODUCTS BRICK AND TILE SUCH AS THOMAS HOSPITAL, THE MIDDLE SCHOOL, THE FIRST
PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL AND THE MCKEAN BUILDING. FORT CONDE IN MOBILE IS ALSO AN

EXAMPLE OF FAIRHOPE BRICK.

50

MEMBERS OF THE BROWN FAMILY WERE AMONG THE LEADERS IN MATTERS OF
PUBLIC INTEREST AND DEVOTED MUCH OF THEIR TIME AND RESOURCES IN SUCH
ACTIVITIES. MINNIE BROWN WAS THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE ORGANIC SCHOOL AND
SHE WAS ALSO TREASURER OF THE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION, A POSITION WHICH PAID
ONLY A SMALL FEE. MR. BROWN BUILT POTTERY WHEELS FOR THE SCHOOL AND
CONTRIBUTED HIS TIME AS A TEACHER OF CERAMICS. THE BRICK COMPANY HAS GIVEN
CLAY FOR CERAMICS CLASSES AT THE SCHOOL FOR MORE THAN 60 YEARS.

RALPH BROWN WAS IN THE MERCHANT MARINE SERVICE IN WORLD WAR II AND
WAS A TWO TERM MEMBER OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND PRESIDENT OF THE ORGANIC
SCHOOL.

AS A YOUNG LADY, DAPHNE BROWN TAUGHT AT THE SCHOOL AND LATER AS
DAPHNE BROWN ANDERSON SHE FILLED THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT OF THE SINGLE TAX
CORPORATION. BART JENNINGS JR. IS CURRENTLY A TRUSTEE OF THE SINGLE TAX
CORPORATION AND BEVERLY BROWN JENNINGS IS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF THE
ORGANIC SCHOOL EDUCATION FUND.

THE BROWNS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ACTIVE IN MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST AND
CONCERN AND HAVE ASSUMED THEIR SHARE OF THE BURDENS (AND THE JOYS) OF
HELPING WITH THE CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMUNITY. SINCE
FAIRHOPE HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN A CENTER OF CULTURAL ACTIVITIES, WE ARE ALL
INDEBTED TO THE EARLY SETTLERS WHO HELPED TO MAKE LIFE IN FAIRHOPE

INTERESTING AND APPEALING.

THE MERSHON FAMILY STORY

MERSHON FAMILY MEMBERS HAVE BEEN PROMINENT IN FAIRHOPE SINCE THE
FOUNDING OF THE SINGLE TAX COLONY AND THE COMMUNITY OF FAIRHOPE. AMONG
THOSE WHO CAME HERE IN THE EARLY DAYS WERE MR. & MRS. ARTHUR H. MERSHON,
(UNCLE ARTHUR) DR. G. A. MERSHON AND FAMILY, NATHANIEL MERSHON AND DB. AND

MRS. C. L. MERSHON.
51
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Made of Alabama Clay: Historic Potteries on Mobile Bay

for their homes and fortifications from their first days on the
Gulf coast, at settlements such as Old Mobile and Port
Dauphin. Colonial households during the French, British,
and Spanish periods relied not only on imported European
and Spanish Mexican ceramics, such as lead-glazed and tin-
glazed vessels, but also purchased pottery made by local
Indians, including the Apalachees, Creeks, and Choctaws.
Some colonial-era Indians fashioned pottery vessels in the
shapes of European plates and bowls, copies known to
archaeologists as "Colono" wares. With abundant imported
and Native American pottery available to colonial house-
holds, there was not yet a need for local glazed pottery
production. :

A few early eighteenth-century documents refer to
French potters in the Louisiana colony along the Gulf coast
(Figure 6). A potter named Guillaume Maufroy was a
passenger on the Loire, which sailed in 1720 from Lorient,
France, bound for the Ste. Reine concession on the
Mississippi River above New Orleans (Conrad 1970
(1):110). Another potter, Jean Chanfailly, age 23, was a
soldier sent to serve the Company of the Indies aboard the
Marie, which sailed from France on July 15, 1720 (De Ville
1963:47). A 1729 document written in New Orleans relates
that two "makers of faience” named Caussy and Boissier,

Figure 6. Woodcut of a potter in medieval Europe,
published in Jost Amman’s Stiandebuch (Book of Trades) in

both of whom had arrived the previous year, dissolved their
partnership because they could not get along with each
other. Boissier planned to continue making pottery and roof
tiles if the Company of the Indies would furnish him with
nine black slaves (Rowland and Sanders 1929:672). He
estimated that he could produce 60,000 tiles per year worth
60 livres per thousand. Unfortunately, little else is known of
this early colonial enterprise, such as what kinds and how
much pottery, bricks, and tiles were produced.

A possible reference to early production of pottery on
Mobile Bay appears in Bernard Romans' 1775 account
entitled A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida.
He wrote "through all the above species of land we find a
distribution of very fine clay, fit for manufacturing; the
finest I ever saw is at the village on Mobile Bay, where I have
seen the inhabitants, in imitation of the Savages, have
several rough made vessels thereof” (Romans 1962:33).
Based on maps of the British colonial period (1765-1780),
"the village" Romans refers to is the small settlement known
formally as "The Village" located on the Eastern Shore of
Mobile Bay, just south of Yancey Branch in the present city
limits of Daphne. Romans may have been describing Indian-
made pottery or Colono ware that was commonly traded to
the colonists (Waselkov and Gums 2000:46, 60), or possibly
pottery made by African slaves; but he apparently did not
witness the actual production of pottery.

On the Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay, brickmaking
preceded pottery production. In the first decade of the
nineteenth century, during the Spanish colonial period, a
Frenchman named Pierre Trouillet operated a brickyard at
Red Bluff. In 1810 Isabella Narbonne Campbell of Mobile
obtained land immediately north of Trouillet's brickyard
where she planned to put her own slaves to work making
bricks and roof tiles (Figure 7) (Works Progress Adminis-
tration [WPA] 1937:291-292, 305-306). Slaves also worked
as brickmakers on the D’Olive plantation (now in the city of
Daphne). An 1815 inventory of property destroyed during

Figure 7. Detail of an 1822 map illustrating lsabella
Narbonne Campbell’s tract at Red Bluff (Baldwin County
Courthouse, Bay Minette, AL).
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Eastern Shore Historic Pottery Survey

5

the Creek War lists a 40-year-old slave of Louis D’Olive's
named Michel, a "brick maker, hewer & Sawyer" (valued at
$400), who was killed in an Indian attack on the plantation
(Lackey and Guice 1977:41). Bricks undoubtedly were made
by slaves on many early colonial plantations, particularly at
those concessions located far from the major settlement of
Mobile. Another brickyard is illustrated on the south side of
Fly Creek on a map drawn by Curtis Lewis in 1820 (Figure
8). Some of the 30,600,000 bricks used in the 1819-1832
construction of Fort Morgan at the entrance of Mobile Bay
were made in kilns on Red Bluff.

During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, an
enclave of craft potters lived and worked at their shops on
the Eastern Shore. These potteries were scattered along
Mobile Bay for about six miles, within or near the modern
limits of Daphne, Montrose, and Fairhope (Figure 9).
Several other potters lived and worked around Clay City
and Marlow on Fish River, a short distance inland and
southeast of the towns on the bay. Across the bay was the
thriving city of Mobile, which no doubt provided the largest
market for locally-made pottery, and also served as a major
port. Eastern Shore pottery, as well as agricultural products
and other goods, was shipped by flatboats, schooners, and
steamers across the bay to Mobile and beyond to more dis-
tant markets such as New Orleans. The ten-mile excursion
across Mobile Bay would have taken about 1.5 hours on the
Bay Queen, Manatee, Apollo, Josie, Junior, Annie, Cora, Ocean
Wave, Heroine, Relief, Caloosa, Pleasure Bay, and Crescent
City (Scott 1959:114), just some of the boats that traversed
the bay in the late nineteenth and eatly twentieth centuries
(Figure 10). A photograph shows Albany-slipped stoneware

Figure 8. Detail of a map by Curtis Lewis illustrating a
“Brickery” south of Fly Creek in 1820 (courtesy of the
Library of Congress, Geography and Map Collection,
Washington, DC).

churns and earthenware flue thimbles being unloaded at the
Mobile docks from the New Daphne around 1920 (Figure
11).

The earliest known wharf at Red Bluff, dating to the late
1840s, was Steadman's (sometimes written "Stedman")

Landing on the northern end of the bluff (Figure 12).

* Florence Dolive Scott described it in detail in her history of

Montrose.

The wharf began at the foot of Sibley Street, where
the bluff was about fifty feet high, and this gave the
wharf a gradual slope downward as it went on out
in the bay. This slope allowed the freight car to go
down the wharf by its own momentum on the
wooden tracks. For general use, this was a flat car
with no sides but, for certain commodities such as

Figure 9. Towns on the Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay where
potteries once operated.

0 10
Miles N
Daphne

“® Montrose
Fairhope
7/ Battles Clay/City -
Wharf

Marlow

& Fish River

Figure 10. Passengers aboard the Fairhope (courtesy of th
University of South Alabama Archives, Mobile ).
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Made of Alabama Clay: Historic Potteries on Mobile Bay

Joseph Gabel died November 30, 1896, leaving behind
seven children. In his will he requested that his oldest daugh-
ter Laura continue the pottery business to support the
family until his youngest daughter, 11-year-old Olive, came
of age (BCC Wil Record B:48-49). His wish apparently was
fulfilled and beyond. Joseph's granddaughter Isabelle "Belle"
Gabel (born in 1873), a third-generation potter, reportedly
was not only the most beautiful girl in Baldwin County but
she "had no equal in the County when it came to turning a
jug on the pottery-wheel" (Scott 1959:120). Joseph Gabel,
his wife Susan (who preceded him in death by ten years),
and two of their newborns are buried in the Timney South
River Park Community Cemetery on Fish River, less than one
mile from their Clay City pottery.

Gabel Pottery Site

What remains of the Clay City pottery (1BA526) owned
by the Gabel family lies on the bank of Fish River near its
confluence with Polecat Creek. Local informants recall that
the rectangular Gabel kiln was filled in during the early
1980s, and that the waster dump lining Fish River was quite
large at one time. Nearly two-thirds of the site has been
disturbed or destroyed by house construction over the last
few decades. However, a small portion of it remains in an
undeveloped wooded lot that is currently for sale. A
moderate scatter of artifacts, measuring about 20 by 40
meters (65 by 130 ft), was found on the surface and con-
tained sherds from Albany-slipped vessels, glazed kiln bricks,
and kiln furniture, such as wads, props, and fragments of
stilts and shelving.

Frank L Brown

Potter and brickmaker Frank L. Brown moved from
Iowa to Fairhope around 1897 (Anderson 1984:1). He
began making bricks around the turn of the twentieth
century, and his shop, as well as a sawmill, were located at
the corner of what is now Greeno and Morphy Streets,
where the Brown home still stands, now used as a restaurant.
The May 18, 1906 issue of the Fairhope Courier briefly
described daily activities:

Mpr. Frank Brown had completed burning his kiln of
brick and it is the best he has burned. He also burned -
quite a quantity of excellent tile in the kiln.... In Mr.
Brown's kiln just burned were placed a couple of pieces
of decorative work in the fine pinkish clay found
outcropping out of the gullies here and in well digging,
one the work of Miss Lyon, and one made by Mr.
Litvlefield and they burned beautifully, taking on a

light cream color.

His letterhead states that he was a “Dealer in Lumber,
Brick, Drain Tile, Pottery, Wood-Turning, Rice Hulling and
Corn Grinding” (Nuzum 1971:1B). Due to the rapid recent
expansion of Fairhope, little evidence of Brown's operation
at this location was found during our survey.

By 1916 Brown moved to Clay City and built two
beehive kilns, but this brick plant closed after only two
years; the kilns later became part of the Clay City Brick
Works run by the Anderson and later the Jennings families;
one still stands today, inoperable (Figure 84) (Anderson
1984:2). Little is known about Brown’s pottery production.
One small pitcher of his is displayed at the Fairhope Histori-
cal Museum.

Figure 84. Brickworks at Clay City in the 1940s (courtesy of
the University of South Alabama Archives, Mobile).

Jacob Wingender's Pottery in Marlow

Potter Jacob (later changed to John) Wingender was born
about 1861 in France of German and French parents. Some-
time during the 1880s he left his family's pottery operation
in Hadonfield, New Jersey, and relocated near Fish River
(Ketchum 1991:119). In June 1886 Wingender married
Elizabeth Pierce in the village of Battles Wharf (Morris 1989:
46). She apparently died several years later, since he married
Lillie M. Cook, an Alabama native, in February 1893 (Morris
1990:19). By 1900, according to the census, the couple had
five daughters and two sons. In 1896 Wingender was making
bricks. As reported in the Fairhope Courier,

Mr. John Wingender, a brick maker on Fish
River, pronounces the clay which we have a large
deposit lying beneath the surfaces on high ground
within less than a hundred yards of the Post Office to
be a fine quality of brick clay. He took a sample of it

home to test at his next burning.

He was in business at least until 1910 (Ketchum
1991:119). Land records concerning his pottery and brick-



—Ph
“Galexy














































’
|




@ >
2

: %%Qa L

0
=%
@(fﬁg ﬁié‘:ﬁ iﬁlﬂi/ﬁi
W
-
-

T
i
|

!
i

|

il

b




B

SN A‘\E‘Z‘A?Q'A\m%;‘%i é{gigfn!i A.a;‘h 17d ]
Wi 7

mmfnumm«%mﬁﬁimg

\

D s ’
e

LR
6‘,.,.“.;,«‘%'/ :??‘f‘{ gé

QW

4
4 B

N

&%‘\" RS Wrors
o:%\ ]}&Eﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁm /féfl
Q\é mf.ig‘%\%% CREEN




g
Montgomery, Ala., hay.28, 1931 193
T'O TAX ASSESSOR, |
BALDLIN County,
BaAY LIsgpmen Alabama.

RE: fn‘m&' PT{OJT_,'Ux ] '10- I:\.‘_G.

. Dear Sir:

The State Tax Commission has fixed a final value on the shares of stock of the above corporation
for taxation for the tax year 1931 .., as follows:

Total value of all Shares of SCOCK ..o $
Assessed value of real and personal property in other states to be de-

ducted from above B
Deduction for motor vehicles which are otherwise assessed (100%

value) $ R Y I T
Total value of all shares of stock remaining for assessment enn$p 225500
60% of the above total value of shares of stock for assessment 3. 19,920
Deduction allowed Insurance Companies only, 60% values 3
Total assessed value of real estate and personal property to be de-

ducted from 60% of the total value of shares for assessment ... $ $ < ,6¢0

(Final values as fixed by Board of Review on real and personal property to be inserted if any change from above)

x Tose
Residue of total value of stock for assessment.. P e L 2
Shares of stock outstanding.m= ... . L
Assessed value of each share of stock............. S

This assessment having been completed and determined, you will enter same in the book of assess-
ments as provided for other assessments made by this Commlssmn m Sec. Page 330, Acts of Ala-
bama for 1919. /E;

\ STATE 'I‘Ax COM: ISSI

i /) e
Secretary. State Tax Commissioner.

NOTE: Changes recommended in the tangible property assessment, as follows:

As Assessed. Recommended.

Real Estate ST U S T ek OO W L. S L . T S

Improvements oo - ST S S

Merchandise ... . S S T SN Ly S S

Machinery and Equipment ... ... 3 S

.............................. $ .
.............. $ -

BROWN PRINTING 00., MONTAOMERY, 1031



REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY School District No.—___

List of Property Ren;,rned by. . ‘ i , Beat Now

|

"i P.O. Address___;; gl i — Occupgtion___ #

‘— To G. W. ROBERTSON,M Assessor, Baldwin County, Alabangfa for th# Year 1931
=

1

Section 54, (Rev. Act 1919). It shall be a misdemeanor for any taxpayer, or attorney, oragent, of any taxpayer haying authy ity to make tax returns, to fail, neglect,
schedule or list herein provided for, or to fail to gfve the ig@formation herein provided for, or to fail,

or refuse on demand of the tax assessor to fill out or have filied out th
refuse, or neglect to take and subscribe to the oath or afirmation req d to such schedules or to fail to return the same th thegsessor as prescribed by law.

Section 402. (Rev. Act 1919). Any officer on whom any duty is imposed by the revenue law, who fails or peglects 1o gerform such duty, if there is no other punish-
meat provided for such failure or neglect must, on conviction, be fined not less than twenty doilars nor more than one theffsand dollars.

- i ! T .

# REAL ESTATE—DESCRIPTION ! i | Preceding | it | aseniX s | Valuation

3 s. | T | R | No. Acres Year's e Value for | by Board

lote Whether mineraf surface right. timber right, turpentine right, or other right) ‘ 5 Valuation | (50%) | Assessment | of Review

/ ; | ! —

)
i
i

;;{?’/’/’5 e ?) /‘/?,1777«"»’5 Ak /8L 5
s / ] 5 L1k
Ny jfffi‘? IRy

th 04,

)

o g
Ko il ba

A Virads, 4

2 ek
LT R 7 [SETy,

rate or specia! interests in real estate such as mineral rights, the right to mine minerals, ) T

ne rights, timber rights, the right to cut timber, etc., snould be separately described and o /
other rea] estate interests are listed. -

of acres impraved !

of acres unimproved— . - |
CITY PROPERTY—DESCRIPTION
ot No. |_Block No. | Addition or City of

| B

164 Perait

FED ALL IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED ON THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY? Answer yes or no.

t from whom?. = Price paid $.

- whomy 7 Price paid § 5 :
TS = 7
m p 4 K e T ' L
to Taxpayer —*I do solemnly swear that the foregoing list of property returned by me o k S &é& L
it - (LfTi6t bis own: property, here state the capacity in which he returne sich property for assessment)
. i

il the property pwned by.
ere state “'me’’ i the property returned is his own propert

nd if not his own property, state the name of the person., corporation ot estate for whom the property is returned)
had any interest whatever, the situs of which for taxation, or exemption from taxation, is

designate the ownerfur whom return is made,
Getober of the present tax vear, and that the statement of the amount of fire in

) cowledge, and
in the foregoing schedule, so help me Gad.” o
I

7, of - X
sre me this the /% day of N
King the foregoi list, I administered the oat! B : fw\ﬁ
taxing the foregoing assessment list, I administered the oath required = Seerwillsign 4 % T < andeEiTe of o 3
n 304, Revenue Act 1923, to taxpayer or agent making this return ©F er,‘fvfw_"m ]efe) ; (Givermiame andeidls o D?‘Le hercly
party as the law directs in regard to the same, Ee e o

Tax Assessor.




Sy 1931 TA):/RETURN LIST : ,

of:
. ¢
RealEstatd &

’Q_v: , i

All questions on this refurn must be asked and answers noted hereon
October of the present vear an executor, administrator, curator, gaardan@am-

Were you on the first day
Personal Property.

mittee, assignee, commissioner, receiver or trustee of any perzan?

Give nams
Have you in your possession or under your control any property or other thing of value belonging to any other

Give name of owner. Assessor's

person or corporation?.

2
S PrOperty?———————  ISchool District Nooe

it been assessed for taxation?e— 1o 00 District No.

Do you have ar infant son or daughter who isa member of vour famil

vife ow; perty? Has
Does your wife own property?_______ Ta, 2] SIS, W

Does any other member of your family who resides with you own property Schoo! District No. Tt Al

Give name.

EXEMPL ! Taxpay- Tax ; i
Tt Baséd on 100% | NexPre- | er's Esti- | Assessor's | Valuation
PERSONAL PROPERTY—DESCRIPTION Value | No. b mateof | Valuefor | by Board
ance ear’s 2
= | Valuation | Value Assess- | of Review
No. Vale | 60%% ment
‘ o] 2i0000 i TRETG S o T
s 1. Houschold and kitchen /
3|7 furniture_ T / 1
2. Hogs ions of
$15000 0n !
— |3 Sheep [ ftemsitos a
and of $100.00
4. Cowsand calves_____\ ‘cach on farm 4
) and mechanicat !
———| 5. Sewing machines____{ ‘toolsand poul- | 5 ;
try deducted
— | 6. Farming tools, mechan- from full
ical tools_ 100%, value. ez 6 —
7. Poultry. 3| P :
| |
8. Cattle No. Goats No. | s !
! |
9. Cotton and other agri | products. - Z
i | E
10. Printing presses, equi; and material | 10 | g
|
11. Docks, wharves, whari-boats, landings and warehouses, private or i | @
community ferries, canals, ditches, channels, tramroads, pole roads| 11 |—| | g!
12. Steamboats, vessels and water-craft of every name or kind — | 12 |—— ’ ! B
%)
13. Stocks of goods, wares and merchandise, based on average amount 1 =1
carried during the 12 months preceding Oct. 1st. Amount to be not s
less than capital employed in the busine: 13 ; 3
g ———
i
—————[14. Libraries W R 5:2 é :
————15. Pianos and other musical instr 15 | ——0 el 1 é
16. Painting ’ 16 | o 7
17. Precious stones, jewelry, plate, silvervare, ornaments and articles of f i A
i tast 17 |
! I Ia
18. Watches, clock. 18 |—o ‘ i = ]
19. Wagons, buggics, bicycles and all other vehicles except motor i] st
vehicles. 19 ~
= -
20. Typewriters, adding machines, cash registers, iron safes, office and )
store furniture and fixtures. 26 O
Z —
- Guns, pistols, cane: 21 é
. Horses and mares 22 — = 3
7]
. Mules 23 = )
'24. Studs, jacks, jennets | ’ Gl
i
125. Machinery and equi of furnaces, roiling mills, mines, quarrics, | ! s
etc. ¥ 4
turoe
- 26. Mam;(n and equipment of cotton gins, oil mxll . cotton com- listed
* preds, grain elevators, flour and grist m; w mills and other| 3 ' :
| manufcturing establishrents not ineladed in Teom No. 25 4 Num
—— 27, Sup| ej#z«m ilsandmanufactur Larticles of man fapturers, 5 )[/‘
nm, cts manufagiured | elve mépths and <
atﬁL{ hatinfactire. # L -/D i == Nt
2. mw hoarded, whether in custody of the owner or in safety d >
Dosit vault or elsewhere (but not including money on deposic ! —
! ]
———129. Sharesof stock in any incorporated company (including banks ocher ‘! T s
. than national banks) not incorporated under the  laws of this State
: sted and recorded and tax therzon paid as provided for in . | ——
Sections 4 to 51, inclusive, of Revenue Act of 1055 iy §- ;
! |
.30, Allinvestments ia bonds not exempt from taxation ‘ 30 ! | T
____[3). On the gross amount of commissions or sums charged and received A
""" during each year by any auctioneer, provided, nothing herein con
| tained shal be construed as levying'a tax on comm received !
I the sale or rental of real estate, or brokerage on 1oans on teal| i - —
estate or the underwriting of insur: ‘ 81 | ;
- .32 All other property, real, personal and mized rot hercinbefore ‘ ! | e
| specified 52 | ' ;

33. On gross
auction durmg vr(-‘cedmg years (to be taxed to aue
. cighth of one per cent.)

goods, wares, merchaadise, and fruit by cargo at B
TS at one-| I

134 Gm«mxuav auction of goods, wares, and merchandise except cargo
salen by c: 33) during preceding tvelve months to be taxed
to a\lL‘lonec uarter of one er cent. 34 |

at ond

{
= ‘ HAVE YOU L
! Real Estate bot

109% Penalty.
Total

i Real Estate soic

! Oath to be Administer
is a full and complete return .

ordmwhich oo S

1
! in this county, on the first de
J of the improvements on lands
|

Subscribed and sworn to

1 hereby certify that befc
to be administered under Se
and that I interrogated the &

GILL PTG, & STA, CO. MOBILE






Hintonic places are just sectiona of ourn
countny whene people have Lived and Lett
a wnitten nrecond fon othen people 2o nead,
nrememben and enjoy.
Jhat in why we feel (lay (ity deserves
place in hintony,

1711

What laten became ”Clag Cif.y" i Linat
mentioned when the French people settled
MNob.ile, Jhey wene tneated kindly by the
Eriendly Indians on Fink River, The Sndiara
gave them food and a home. away Lrom the
direase of Yellow Fever then nampant in the
Nobile anea,




(818 - (834

Brick and clay wene sent down-niven %o
Font Bowyenr and Font Mongan, Font Mongan
containa 8,000,000 brick, St in aaid o be
modeled a.#u a p[an dnauwn up 6y Nichael
Angelo.

1860 - 1906

Thene wan a longe potteny here, nun by the
Gable family, JThey made juga, butter chunns,
awweyor’s mnkens and clay pots. Duning
the (ivil Wanr they made jugn fon the
(onfedenate troopa.
molannres, whirkey, num, beer and vinegan.
They wene hauled by nailing achoonens to
MNobile and New Onleanas,

(865

Jhe jugsr wene uned fon

40,000 Union troopa camped hene fon nine

daus belone manching on to capture Spanish
Font across the bay from Mobile.

e e

1902

Nre Fnank Brown from (hicago and Fainhope
wanr firhing on Finh Rivern and noticed the
beautiful gray potten’s clay on the niven
bank, He fonmed a company with amme {riendas
and bought the land in 19/3,

/1916
Fainkope (lay Products wos onganiged. Jhe
machinery war brought in by oxen oven tails
as there wene no nwads, Jhe best way to get
here wans 6y rivenboat, Jhat ia w/y the men
who wonked hene Lived at the bnrick plant.
Soon it became known an "(lay (ity.”

Ai,{mto[agumdug,w&‘ﬁaﬁmwlaﬁwd

- and brick were made foun at a time in a

wooden mold, JThe bnick dried in the aun,
and they wenre bunned in a amall hiln fired
with pine Lighten knots,




1926

New, larngern nound hilna were built and a
new engine wan Lratalled, St in atill in
senvice. 9t har a capacity of 30,000
brick a day, JThe hilms wene fined with
coal,

1967
A complete new baick plant wan built night |

next to the old one. Now the clay i dug
with a dnag=Line, Jhe brick are made by a
machine that cuts (8 bnick at a time. Jhey
are dried and the kilna are fined with
natunral 904, Irntead o,f /unaiLuzg, the baick
by wheelbarrow on one at a time, the fonklift
pllc'fe/). up 350 brick, jﬁey 90 t/uwug/z an
automatic atrapping machine and come in

neat, aquane packages of 525 brick,







FAIRHOPE
CLAY PRODUCTS, INC.

Fine Clayworks Since 1902

A Complete Line
of Quality
Brick & Tile
for Home, Commercial
and Custom use.




“Lighting of the
first Kiln”
ceremonies in
1916.

Frank brown, (the
creator of Clay
City), stands near
the center of

the group.

A Family Tradition Since 1902

Fairhope Clay Products, Inc. is a family-owned business. Our location
has been used to produce high quality clay products since the 1700's
when local indians first used the clay to produce pots and assorted
assesories. A lot of our products still require hands-on workmanship to
maintain our high standard of quality. Many of our products are custom
made here from our own clay and cannot be duplicated from other
sources.

Fairhope Clay Products is located about eight miles east of Fairhope,
Alabama on Fish River in Baldwin County. The plant and its environs are
known as “Clay City”, because of the vast clay resources in the area, the
largest south of the Ohio River. Through the years, extensive
modernization has taken place, and the plant now produces a wide
variety of standard and custom bricks as well as specialized paving and
patio bricks.

Craftsmanship

Fort Conde is a French fort originally
designed in the early 1700's and rebuilt
with brick and mortar between the years
1724 - 1735. Recognizing the fort as a
historical landmark, the City of Mobile
reconstructed and furnished the fort from
1975 - 1976. All the custom brick was
handmade to match the original brick by
Fairhope Clay Products.

Our dedication to quality and
craftsmanship played a major role in the
authentic reproduction of the brick used in
the original fort. All of the brick used in
‘ 2 the fort was hand-cut to exact sizes in
Historic French advance of delivery. We apply the same

Fort Conde ' in Mobile, AL .
rocon et dtodinteTs win care and craftsmanship to your needs also
Fairhope ClayProducts, Inc.. and can design or create custom brick or

custom hand made brick S DR
patio tile to your specifications.

© 1990, Fairhope Clay products THE INFORMATION ON THIS SHEET MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED
IN ANY FORM WITHOUT WRITTEN CONSENT FROM FAIRHOPE CLAY FPRODUCTS.

AdOLSIH




Important brick buying points:

NOT ALL BRICK IS THE SAME! regardless of appearance or price.
When purchasing brick for residential, commercial or special purposes consider
these important points when talking to your supplier.

1 Actual quantity square foot. A half a brick per square foot
can add up to substantial savings

2. Consider the colors, textures and sealer applied to your brick choice.
Longevity is primarily affected by the type of sealer that is applied.

3. What grade of clay is the
brick made from. Anatomy of a FINISH

4. What is the actual cost of the quality brick
brick alone. When you buy
compare only the price of the
brick alone.

5. Quality should be considered.
A good quality brick requires
less maintenance, and

COATINGS

is stronger. SIZE & WEIGHT
6. AV01_(} clay prpg.iqcts that e preie Ry ks e I
contain heavy lime deposits. COLOR CORE

CUSTOM MATCHING:

When matching brick to your sample remember that it is very difficult to achieve
an exact match because clay in its natural form is always very slightly different
from area to area. In some instances though, you can achieve an almost exact
match as demonstrated by the Methodist church in Fairhope, Alabama in the
enclosed photo, which was supplied with brick across three generations of
additions by Fairhope Clay Products.

Professional installation is available on some items. Please ask your Clay Works
representative for details.

GLAYQFF\OE

dVIA / ONIHDLVIN INOLSND / SLOVA ALITVAO INVLIOJINI




COMMERCIAL BRICK . . . The right look plus value

How your business looks says a lot about you. The building is the first visual sign a
customer sees when visiting you. Just as you carefully plan the interior decorations of
your establishment to reflect the image you want to project, so should you select the
right kind of brick to complement your overall design scheme.

Fairhope Clay Products has a variety of brick in the design and color to best suit your
needs. We can also provide custom brick for that one-of-a kind look. All of our
products meet the strictest guidelines for quality and endurance.

Our representative will be happy to talk with you about extra values
incured from large quantity orders.

BRICK FOR YOUR HOME . .. A personal choice

When it comes time to pick the right brick for your home remember to plan carefully. Not
only is the style and quality of the brick you choose important, but also the color and
finish. Bring samples of the colors you are using in your new home with you to help you
match against the sometimes bewildering number of styles and colors to choose from.
Consider using special patio brick or quarry tiles to enhance your home with the special
warmth and elegance only they can provide. :

CUSTOM BRICK / FLOOR TILE
What you should consider before you buy

Before you decide on floor or patio covering consider what area it is to be used for and
what kind of wear and tear it will have. For example, kitchens are hard-wear areas and
should have correspondingly tough flooring. Patios should be very weather resistant with
easy care and maintenance. Our tiles are made from the same clay that is suitable for
pottery and fine artwork. They are usually square, rectanigular or custom in shape and are
available in various sizes, smooth to rough finish and various colors.

There are also special tile/brick that have an imperfect earthy look and are actually hand
made. They can come in blended colors which look pleasingly mellow. They are
imprevious to grease and liquids when sealed correctly and are therefore both practicle
and hard wearing for kitchens, halls and country rooms. Tiles should be laid on a
screeded sub-floor and sealed like slate. They wash easily. Special types of hard-wearing
brick (or pavers) are also available for use indoors and lend a rustic homey look to a
room. They should be laid on concrete.

® 1990, Fairhope Clay Products THE INFORMATION ON THIS SHEET MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM
WITHOUT WRITTEN CONSENT OF FAIRHOPE CLAY PRODUCTS.
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Square Feet

How much brick do you need?
To estimate the volume of brick required for your project multiply the width times the heighth of 1 section
of wall or floor. This number is the square feet in that area. do this for every surface area you need to cover
and then add them up. Find the closest total on the square feet side of the chart below. Look at the bottom
of the chart for the kind of brick you are considering purchasing and go up the chart until you hit your
square feet level. This is the approx. number of brick you will need. If the number of square feet you
originally calculate is larger than a number on the chart below, simply double one of the available numbers

to reach your number.

EXAMPLE: 10ft. X 20ft = 200 Square feet X 4.5 Patio Brick = 900 brick needed

Number of Brick Required

LAVHD IONILVINLLSH HINNTOA

MODULAR

QUEEN

PRINCESS

COUNTER
TOP

© 1990, Fairhope Clay Products THE INFORMATION ON THIS SHEET MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN ANY
FORM WITHOUT WRITTEN CONSENT OF FAIRHOPE CLAY PRODUCTS.

2400 16,800 15,600 13,200 12,480 10,800 10,800 8,400 7,200
2300 16,100 14,950 12,650 11,960 10,350 10,350 8,050 6,900
2200 15,400 14,300 12,100 11,440 9,900 9,900 7,700 6,600
2100 14,700 13,650 11,550 10,920 9,450 9,450 7,350 6,300
2000 14,000 13,000 11,000 10,400 9,000 9,000 7,000 6,000
1900 13,300 12,350 10,450 9,880 8,550 8,550 6,650 5,700
1800 12,600 11,700 9,900 9,360 8,100 8,100 6,300 5,400
1700 11,900 11,050 9,350 8,840 7,650 7,650 5,950 5,100
1600 11,200 10,400 8,800 8,320 7,200 7,200 5,600 4,800
1500 10,500 9,750 8,250 7,800 6,750 6,750 5,250 4,500
1400 9,800 9,100 7,700 7,280 6,300 6,300 4,900 4,200
1300 9,100 8,450 7,150 6,760 5,850 5,850 4,550 3,900
1200 8,400 7,800 6,600 6,240 5,400 5,400 4,200 3,600
1100 7,700 7,150 6,050 5,720 4,950 4,950 3,850 3,300
1000 7,000 6,500 5,500 5,200 4,500 4,500 3,500 3,000
900 6,300 5,850 4,950 4,680 4,050 4,050 3,150 2,700
800 5,600 5,200 4,400 4,160 3,600 3,600 2,800 2,400
700 4,900 4,550 3,850 3,640 3,150 3,150 2,450 2,100
600 4,200 3,200 3,300 3,120 2,700 2,700 2,100 1,800
500 3,500 3,250 2,750 2,600 2,250 2,250 1,750 1,500
400 2,800 2,600 2,200 2,080 1,800 1,800 1,400 1,200
300 2,100 1,950 1,650 1,560 1,350 1,350 1,050 900
200 1,400 1,300 1,100 1,040 900 900 700 600
50 350 325 275 260 225 225 175 150
25 175 162.5 137.5 130 112.5 112.5 87.5 75

S F| SO | Z ¥ | OxEE |SXEE |ox¥E |E23FE |Gxx

R8Eg| 2ot |Wdbe|So0e |GxSe|3x8e (o302 256

QX ~ 3| Ehad o%u,-g Fowd |Q8IG 295G [ENS0 |30

S o o & £ s @
PATIO STANDARD / EDcING

OTHER BRICK OR TILE ARE
AVAILABLE IN DIFFERENT SIZES AND
SHAPES. CONTACT YOUR CLAY
PRODUCTS REPRESENTATIVE FOR

DETAILS.




Tom Jones grew up in Fairhope and became
interested in pottery in high school when he stud-
ied under master potter Edith Harwell. After gradu-
ating he was offered a scholarship from Mississippi
Coliege in Clinton, Mississippi. Later he returned
to Fairhope where he taught pottery and folk danc-
ing at his alma mater, Marietta Johnson School of
Organic Education.

In 1980, Tom and his wife Pam, opened their
first shop in Daphne, Alabama. The pottery was
manufactured from their home until more space was
needed. In 1983, Tom moved all of his equipment
and tools to the site of the present location of the
potteiy at Clay City.

Ann, Tom's mother, joined the business in 1982 as bookeeper and managing the retail area.
She is the official greeter of the pottery, explains the function of different pieces and helps cus-
tomers with their purchases.

Tom Jones Pottery is located off Baldwin County Highway 33, in an area known as Clay City
appropriately named for its rich clay deposits and long time manufacturing of brick and tile. The
first Clay City pottery works was located on the banks of Fish River around 1850. After being
flooded several times plus the increased popularity of glass and tin cans that pottery was closed
around 1900. In 1940 a new pottery building was located further from the river, yet close enough
to receive coal shipments brought up river on barges. The coal fed the Bee Hive Kiln which
remains intact at the present pottery but is no longer used. Some of Tom's handmade products
are created from the same clays that were used in the earlier pottery endeavors but now the
pottery is fired in a modern "fiber" kiln fueled by natural gas to a temperature of 2400 degrees.
All of the ware is lead free, most is oven, microwave and dishwasher safe. The pottery studio
is located approximately 8 miles from Point Clear, 7 miles from Fairhope, 23 miles from
the tunnels in Mobile and 50 miles from Pensacola, Florida. Visitors are always welcome!

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

9:30 - 5:00
Phone: (251) 928-2561
Toll Free: (877) 928-2561

AT CLAY CITY
12601 CLAY CITY ROAD
FAIRHOPE, AL 36532

Here’s a list of some of
our unique selection of
pottery items:

e all types of flower pots

decorative planters

fianging pots

custom made table-

ware

® vegetable storage jars

e turk’'s head molds
(oven cake dishes)

® wine bricks (coolers,

beautiful holiday

items and ornaments

plus a wide variety of:

DISHES e BOWLS
CUPS e MUGS
PITCHERS e GLASSES
VASES e PICKLE-
CROCKS e CANDLE
HOLDERS e ANIMAL
PIECES and MUCH,
MUCH MORE!

VISITORS
WELCOME!
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A LITTL%FHISTORY

CLAY CITY ... 5
About 1850 a journey AR Sa Sk I anig
up Fish River would ig? m DOTTERY
have brought you to }z«’ﬂ P at CLAY CITY
t

the first operations at ¥ © SITE OF FINE POTTERIES

- Clay City, a pottery works. At &< FOR OVER A CENTURY
this site craftsmen produced jugs, &2 e e

churns, crocks and other func- > Fairhope, AL 36532
tional items all in great de- &\ (205) 928-9855 o
mand at the time. i
The pottery works had to
be rebuilt twice after hurri- ¢
canes, but a third fatal hurri-
cane destroyed the operation
in 1890. I\
A fresh start was made in 2% | -
1943 with a new building and small bee- =
hive kiln built farther back from the river’s edge.
"“"‘; Production W%Sl agagn stopﬁed, thlsbtimﬁ to cdonclen-
@ = centrate on Clay City’s thriving brick and tile NN\
E?‘é business. Clay City Pottery was reopened ‘N\\
1976 under the name of A&D Pottery by )‘N
Ralph Brown Jennings, great grand- »u““'&&\ ‘
son of the founder of Clay City. i
Manager Tom Jones produces a
fantastic variety of handmade pot-
tery at A&D, with all glazes LEAD
i, FREE, DISHWASHER SAFE and

= N
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' / Here’s a list of some of

our unique selection of

pottery items:

e all types of flower pots

e decorative planters

® hanging pots

® custom made table-
ware

e vegetable storage jars

® turk’s head molds
(oven cake dishes)

® wine bricks (coolers)
e beautiful holiday
items and ornaments

plus a wide variety of:

DISHES e BOWLS
CUPS e MUGS
PITCHERS e GLASSES
VASES e PICKLE-
CROCKS e CANDLE
HOLDERS e ANIMAL
PIECES and MUCH,
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5 Open Monday through Saturda |
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OLD BEEHIVE KILN Phone (205) 928-9855 WELCOME!

MASTER CHARGE and VISA Accepted e GIFT CERTIFICATES Available
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Jeddy Henson'’s life: From Southern belle to disgraced convict

MOBILE REGISTER
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the home environment being
nearly as violent, although she
acknowledged she is about five
years younger than her sister and
perhaps does not recall the worst
Of'lt. ¢

-1 - Meyer said she recalls her
mother striking her only once: It
was when she was 4, or 5, before
‘the family moved to Alabama.
She said she was awakened in the
middle of the night by her moth-
er hitting her with a belt.

“The belt incident is the only
one that I can remember,” Meyer
said.

~John Henson said his mother
was strict, not abusive.

- “She was never like that to-
ward me,” he said.

At least one outsider, though,
saw evidence of abuse — at least
toward Riley.

_ Owens recalled one evening
when Riley, then about 12 or 13,
came running to her house. Hen-
son had chained her to a bed and
beaten her, Owens said, and she
was bleeding.

. Owens said she cleaned the
girl up and let her spend the
night. Then she delivered a stern
warning to Henson, although she
said it did not occur to her at the
time to call the police.

"' “There was no need for the
police. I handled it myself,” she
said. “I thought that [ had gotten
through to her.”

.. Riley, who now works at a
psychiatric center for children,
said she recognizes her mother’s
actions in the behavior of many
of her young charges.

. “I have come to believe she al-
ways had mental illness. That’s
apparent as [ look back,” she
said. “I see a lot of things. She
needed help many, many years
ago ... Maybe things would have
turned out differently.”

Meyer agreed mental illness
explains much of her mother’s
problems. While on probation
after she served her prison sen-
tence, Henson received treat-
ment from therapists for the first
time and was prescribed medica-
tion.

»John Henson said his mother
hid her bouts of depression from
her children during his child-
hood. It was'only toward the end
of her life that she revealed to
others — and possibly even to
herself — the difficulties she
faced. He said she told him in
prison that she wished she had
sought help sooner. »

_“She did tell me she didn'’t re-
alize how depressed she was un-

til she went to prison and Started
talking to people,” he said.

Despite all that Henson did,

‘her children remain sympathetic.

Meyer fondly remembers the
family taking trips to the beach
and staying at a cabin in Gulf
Shores, where they enjoyed fish-
ing and crabbing.

Henson had a gold lamé host-
ess gown when Meyer was very
young, she recalled. “I can re-
member sitting on her lap, being
rocked to sleep, and thinking
how pretty my mommy was in
her gold gown,” she said.

Despite all that Jeddy Henson
went through — including prison
— Meyer said her mother main-
tained an upbeat demeanor to
the world.

“She was always able to find
something to laugh about in any
situation,” Meyer said.

“There were a lot of good
memories there,” she said, before
adding: “There was some bad
mixed in there.”

John Henson, who stayed in
closest contact with his mother
after she went to prison, said the
two talked by phone and ex-
changed letters.

They spoke of mutual inter-
ests, like bicycle races, which the
son had participated in as a
child. He said the two talked
about the Tour de France.

“I miss that type of talking
back and forth,” he said.

Olive Dry's death devastated
the family and distanced Hen-
son’s children from one another.

Both daughters said they now
believe Henson tried to keep
them apart from the time they
were children.

After a certain point, Riley
said, she learned to accept that
she would never find the answers
she was looking for. She said she
left behind all of that baggage at
the funeral home.

Still, she said it hurts that she
never spoke to her mother after
her conviction.

“In the last few years, | made
peace with her and I made peace
with myself,” she said. “The
worst thing is that I did not get to
tell her I forgave her.”

Meyer had better luck. She
said she reached out to her
mother about two years ago. She
said she had a good visit and
stayed in touch by letters for the
rest of Henson's life. John Hen-
son and Meyer said their mother
turned to Catholicism after she
entered prison.

“I think she had made some
sort of peace with herself and

with God. For her, that was
enough,” Meyer said.

But Henson kept her secrets
right up until the end. Meyer said
her mother weighed less than 100
pounds when she was admitted
to the hospital at the end of her
life.

She had hidden a giant tumor
in her stomach from even the
medical staff.

John Henson said he was in
the area about two weeks before
his mother’s death. She rebuffed
his attempts to visit her both on
the Friday he came and the Sun-
day he left.

“She just told me she wasn't
feeling good and didn’t want any
company,” he said. “I just went
on back to Guntersville. Two
weeks later, [ get this call that
she’s in the hospital with can-
cer,”

Meyer said that despite the
pain she felt after her mother’s
death, she appreciated the kind-
ness shown by staff members at
the hospital and funeral home.

It wasn’t just her health prob-
lems that Henson did not share,

“Meyer said. Sheé said her mother

never spoke of Dry.

John Henson said he tried un-
successfully to get his mother to
talk about his grandmother.

“I tried to get her to open up,
but basically what came up in the
paper is what she told me,” he
said.

Those looking for a window
into Jeddy Henson likely will not
find comfort from her defense at-
torney, either. Simon, a Bay Min-
ette lawyer, said his client’s
private conversations with him
did not differ substantially from
her public statements.

“She did seem to care about
her status in the world, and that
made it all the more sad for her
that her circumstances had been
so reduced,” he said. “God
knows, I hope she’'s at rest ... be-
cause she certainly wasn’t during
her life.”

Meyer said she sat down
many times to write her mother
letters about the incident. But
Henson's doctors told her it
would not be good for her health
to talk about it, Meyer said.

So Meyer waited patiently,
hoping her mother would volun-
teer some insight. “We had
hoped that maybe she would
leave us a letter. But at this point,
I guess she didn't,” Meyer said.

John Henson said he does re-
main convinced that whatever
his mother did, she did not mur-

. der his grandmother, at least not

in the classic sense.
“When you talk about murder
people think someone was killed
with a gun or knife,” he said.
“That’s not what happened.”

Reporter Brendan Kirby
may be reached by calling
580-2082 or by e-mailing him at
kirby@mobileregister.com.

Photo courtesy of Tanya Riley
From left, Kori Meyer, Tanya Riley and John Henson sit down together in Fairhope in July, having been reunited by their mother’s death. It was the
first time the three children of Jeddy Henson had been together in 10 years. Meyer now lives in Spain, Riley lives in Dothan and Henson lives in
Guntersville, Ala.
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Idel Castro
... calls U.S. candidates boring

P Castro warns Bush that if he wins, he
should not try to use the Central
Intelligence Agency to assassinate
Cuban leaders

By ANITA SNOW
Associated Press Writer

PINAR DEL RIO, Cuba — President Fidel Castro
celebrated the communist revolution he began
more than 40 years ago by offering his analysis Sat-
urday of the American presidential race, saying
both George W. Bush and Al Gore are “boring and
insipid” candidates.

Speaking to 200,000 people massed for a speech
in this western tobacco-growing province, Castro
focused his remarks on the Texas governor. If Bush
reaches the White House, Castro said, he should
not waste his time becoming the 10th American
president to try to change Cuba’s political system.

“Cuba, yes! Yankees, no!” the crowd chanted in
the provincial capital of Pinar del Rio, located
about 90 miles west of Havana.

Forty-seven years after his attack on a military
barracks that launched the Cuban Revolution, Cas-
tro’s mission is getting the United States to ease off
this communist island.

On Saturday, the Cuban leader focused mostly
on Bush, who accepted the Republican presidential

| Castro blasts U.S. candidates

nomination Thursday, and on the GOP.

Castro warned Bush that if he wins, it would be
pointless to try to use the Central Intelligence Agen-
Cy to assassinate Cuban leaders — as was done in
the 1960s. w0y :

“I exhort you to not forget that for each one of
those revolutionary leaders you decide to eliminate
in that way, there will remain in Cuba millions of
men capable of occupying their place,” he said.

Castro, who turns 74 later this month, blasted a
stance the Republican party adopted during its na-
tional convention in Philadelphia this week, saying
it catered to the “terrorist and annexationist mafia
of Miami” — a reference to Cuban-American exiles,

Castro also said Bush'’s support for a missile de-
fense system could take the world on a “new, dan-
i(:;ous and extremely costly arms buildup.”

ericans who are unaware of the possible risks
involved will simply think that Bush is “a strong,
forward-looking and tough man who the United

States needs in the face of all dangers imagined or .

real,” he said.

Russia and American allies oppose creating the
new system, saying it could launch a new nuclear
arms race. Vice President Gore, the presumptive
Democratic nominee, supports building a limited
missile defense system. :

The Republican platform’s plank on Cuba sets
tough conditions at a time when the Clinton admin-
istration and some lawmakers are trying to ease
sanctions.
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IRS PROBLEMIS?

Free Tax

VETERAN EX-IRS AGEN
Never Meet with. the IRS - Settle Jfor

Analysis:
Confidential Interview in Our Local Office | “How to End IRS Problems Forever!”

800-925.9609 | 335.807. 746
www.jkharris.com 4

“..the (Nation'’s) most successful tax-resolution company.” - The Wall Street Journal
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Pennies on the Dollar - Guaranteed Results
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Thurs. Aug. 10th thru Sun. Aug. 13th

www.crystalrepair.com

Colonial
Bel Air Mall

Airport Blvd. & 1-65

Please Doln.qt_e Your Car, Truck, RV or Boat

Voluhteers of America does what ever it takes to
serve persons with disabilities, the elderly, families
and children right here in the Mobile area.

When you don;?t\“e?your vehicle, you receive a Tax
Advantage and help the disadvantaged.

_ Cadll Today 666-4117

Free Towing & Assistance
with DMV paperwork

T

v/// Vd'lﬁ}nl"eeros of America

™ We Are Changing Lives in Mobile

- www.carshelpingpeople.org

Fully tax deductible for
those who itemize.
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“In my next life, I'm not going to be Scarlett O’Hara. This time, I'm going to be Melanie Wilkes.”
From a note written by Jeddy Henson

The secret life
of Jeddy Henson

She was a beautiful, poised and popular Eastern Shore
mother. Then she confessed to dumping her mother’s body
off the I-10 Bayway. What happened to the woman

who likened herself to Scarlett O’'Hara?

By BRENDAN KIRBY

Siaif Baportey

s much as anything,
a single phrase,
scribbled on a piece
of yellow legal paper,
may explain the bi-
zarre life of Jeddy Henson.

It is but one clue among
many left behind by Henson,
who went from Southern belle
and Eastern Shore socialite to
disgraced convict — an ad-
mitted thief who dumped her
88-year-old mother’s body off.
of the Interstate 10 Bayway in
1989.

Henson’s oldest child, Tan-

ya Riley, found the note among .

dozens of papers, half-written
letters, notes and random
thoughts in the small group
home where Henson spent the
last years of her life:

“In my next life, 'm not
going to be Scarlett O’Hara.
This time, I'm going to be Mel-
anie Wilkes.” :

Henson died June 29 of can-
cer, a disease she hid even
from her caregivers.

There was no obituary. Had
there been, it would have read
that Henson died at a hospice
facility in Mobile at age 66.

Her death did little to cast
light on a remarkably complex
and, by most accounts, sad
life. Nearly a decade after the
eerie revelations about their
mother and grandmother,
Henson’s children say they are
left with questions that may
never be answered.

Jeddy Henson,
then Jeddy Dry,
appears to have a
movie-star glow in
this 1951
photographic
portrait taken in her
late teens. Friends
and relatives say
Henson had
mesmerizing blue
eyes, bright red lips
and fine brown hair.

Photos courtesy of Tanya Riley

Jeddy Henson, left, beams a smile as she poses at the home of a Texas relative with her mother,

Olive Dry, in this 1950s photograph. In the early

mother’s death, then cashing checks made out to her mother.

What happened to Henson
to make her capable of dispos-

_ing of her mother Olive Dry’s

body and then cashing more
than $45,000 worth of her So-
cial Security and pension
checks for more than two

.years?

~ What led Henson to either
kill her mother through ne-
glect or cover up her natural
death and profit from it?

Why was Henson so preoc-
cupied with appearance that
she fell apart when interroga-
tors took away her wig after
her arrest? And where, after
all these years, is Dry’s body?

Henson's daughters believe
they have part of the explana-
tion: Their mother drank heav-
ily and battled undiagnosed
mental illness, they say.

Millions of alcoholics and

1990s, Henson would be accused of hiding her

mentally ill people inhabit the

planet, however. Few commit

such callous crimes.

“We’ll never know what hap-
nened to her to make her turn
out the way she did,” Riley
said.

The case tore the family
apart. Riley, who lives in Dot-
han, and her sister, Kori Mey-

Please see Jeddy Page 30A »
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~ Jeddy Henson’s life: From Southern belle to disgraced convict

» Continued from Page 1A

“er, who lives in Spain, said they did not
-speak to each other after the court trial
-until after their mother’s death in June.
~They differed over how to respond to
~their mother’s arrest and have varying
-memories of key aspects of their child-
“hood.
- But they agree that their mother suf-
-fered from manic depression that went
-untreated for too many years.
. “l hope people will understand that
-she was not a monster. Being manic de-
-pressive is very serious. If we as a socie-
-ty knew then what we know now, our
-lives would have been much different,”
-Meyer said via e-mail from her home in
-Spain. “When we were children, you
-didn’t openly talk about things like de-
-pression, alcoholism and possible
abuse.”

Henson’s third child, John Henson,
said his mother seemed terrified about
ending up destitute and alone.

“She must have panicked. She was
unemployed at the time, and she didn’t
have any money,” he said by phone from
his home in Guntersville, Ala. “It’s still
hard for me to understand her, but I've
tried to forgive her.”

Riley said her mother was much like
the "Gone With the Wind" character she
so identified with — a real-life Scarlett

"O’Hara.

Nearly 6 feet tall with mesmerizing
“blue eyes, bright red lips and fine brown
hair, Henson could dominate a crowd,
said friends and family.

f “She was absolutely movie-star beau-

. tiful,” Riley said. “She was funny. She

‘ was articulate. She was highly intelli-
gent. She was the kind of person who
could take over a room.”

- If anyone had to choose which “Gone
"With the Wind” character most fit Hen-
,'son, there's no doubt the answer would
! be Scarlett, not the meek, caring Wilkes.
Like Scarlett, Riley said, Henson could

be manipulative and mean, willing to
. ‘hurt anyone to survive.
For clues to her mother’s behavior,
-Riley keeps returning to the mysterious
paper trail Henson left behind.

She found more than a dozen half-
written, unaddressed letters. They be-
gan in much the same way: Henson's
mother was getting sick and feeble. Riley
said it seemed the letters were meant to
tell family members what happened. But
none of them was finished.
=. Then there’s the Scarlett O'Hara re-
-mark. Did it merely reflect her love of
‘the film, or did it hold some deeper sor-

row?
. Or what about the haunting lyrics of
-“September Song,” a standard that Riley
-said her mother wrote out the lyrics to
~overand over again.

' Oh, it'’s along, long while
From May to December

But the days grow short
When you reach September

-0

By focusing on the melancholy song,

~-Henson seems to have expressed some
regret, but who can know for sure?

- Jeddy Henson projected the classic
-xmdge of confidence and sophistication
-in the 1970s and '80s. She was active in
.eountry and garden clubs in Daphne and
‘Fairhope. She worked with soccer asso-
-Ciations on the Eastern Shore and in Mo-
-bile and was a force in her children’s
-school.

- Baldwin County Circuit Judge James
-Reid, who served with Henson on the
-board of the Marietta Johnson School of
‘Organic Education in Fairhope, said he
-remembers an intense dedication.

“Jeddy always seemed to be a nice
-person, very cooperative, very interest-
-ed in the school,” he said. “She was a
-person who spoke her mind, but at the
~same time, she was not an overbearing
_person.”
=. So it came as utter shock when Hen-
-son was charged with murder, Reid said.
. “It was very out of character with the
-Jeddy Henson | knew,” he said.

- For almost two years, Henson kept
-Dry’s whereabouts secret. Riley said her
“mother told her that her grandmother
“had died and was taken to Mississippi to
-be buried. Although it seemed strange to
-find out about a close relative’s death
-after the fact, Riley said she accepted it
-because of a childhood she now consid-
‘ers strange.
. Meanwhile, Henson told her relatives
"in Beaumont, Texas, that her mother
-was in an area nursing home, according
.to Riley.

Suspicions mounted.

Riley, 41, said she would notice little
-things when she visited her mother. Sev-
-eral times, for instance, she saw enve-

“lopes from the Social Security
-Administration and other mail ad-
-dressed to her grandmother — a woman
“she had been told was dead.

Every time Henson'’s cousin and her
-husband called, Henson always gave an
-excuse why her mother could not come
-to the phone.

Finally, Dry’s relatives began to wor-
ry that something was seriously wrong
*with Olive Dry. They hired William C.
-Dear, a Dallas-based private investigator,
-to find out. The first two times he
‘knocked on the door of Henson'’s single-
-story Greeno Road home in Fairhope, he
-got no answer.

- The third time, Dear said, Henson an-
~swered the door and told him that her
-mother had gone to live with her family
-in Texas.

. “limmediately knew she was lying,”
~Dear said. “l knew then that there was

+

Photo courtesy of Tanya Riley

A teen-age Jeddy Henson sunbathes on a diving board at a Texas ranch in 1948. Henson grew up in Texas, the only child of a
respected contractor and a demure English teacher.

Photo courtesy of Tanya Riley
Jeddy Henson, right, and her elderly mother Olive Dry, sit by the fireplace in this
picture taken at Christmas 1987. Just two years later, according to prosecutors and
a private investigator, Dry would die and Henson would throw her body off the
Interstate 10 Bayway to cover up the death.

Authorities searched
the Tensaw River, but
never found the body.
They speculate that it
either washed out to
the Gulf of Mexico or
became lodged at the
bottom of Mobile
Bay. Either way, they

say, it is unlikely
Dry’s remains will
ever.be found:;-

something more than meets the eye.”

‘But Dear said he did not confront
Henson about the lie. Instead, he set out
trying to figure out what prompted it.

Dear said he obtained copies of Dry's
Social Security and pension checks,
which Henson had been cashing. He
found that Dry was not a patient at any
area nursing home.

A Federal Express driver told him he
had tried unsuccessfully several times to
deliver packages to Dry.

“At that point, | was thoroughly con-
vinced that the elderly mother was
dead,” Dear said.

But he had no real proof.

Then came a gigantic break. Dear
said he checked the records at a Baptist
church in Fairhope and discovered that
Henson had recorded her mother’s
death the day she died in December
1989. Dear’s evidence formed the basis
of a search warrant the Fairhope Police
Department obtained just before Christ-
mas in 1991.

The house had no signs that Dry had
been living there, although investigators
found it was loaded with eerie movies
about gruesome murders. One film that
piqued Dear's interest was “Black Wid-
ow,” a movie about a woman who sys-
tematically marries rich men, then
murders them.

While investigators could find no
sign of Dry, however, Dear said they
could not find anything to indicate she
was dead, either.

Authorities searched the home, dug

“up the backyard, tested the ashes in the

fireplace — even checked the septic
tank.

Nothing.

Then, just as they were wrapping up,
Dear said he found the smoking gun: a
pad of paper underneath a lamp on a liv-
ing room table. He said it contained a
dated, hand-written note laying out the -
crime.

“Can you imagine keeping something
like that all those years? It was like a
script for a movie,” he said.

Baldwin County District Attorney Da-
vid Whetstone recalled meeting Dear at
the Nautilus Restaurant in Daphne short-
ly aftér the private investigator had as-
sembled evidence suggesting that Dry ©
was dead.

“I ride over to meet this super-duper
investigator-from Texas,” Whetstone re-
called. “He’s got a ring on every finger.”

Whetstone was skeptical. But after
Dear showed him the evidence he had

uncovered, he said he had no doubts

about Henson's guilt. The DA said check-
ing the church records was a master
stroke — something most people would
never have thought to do.

“I didn’t. But that investigator did,”
Whetstone said. “He can do his thing.”

Henson’s trial had entered its third
day in August 1992 when Whetstone and
defense attorney David Simon reached
an agreement that allowed her to plead
guilty to theft and injuring a person in
her care.

Although he rarely accepts plea bat-
gains once trials have begun, Whetstone
said he made an exception for Henson.
He said he felt he had a “60-40” chance
of winning a murder conviction, but ac-
knowledged that it is always difficult to
try a murder case without a body.

With federal forgery charges pend-
ing, Whetstone said he felt it was unlike-
ly Henson would have received
significantly more prison time even if he
had obtained a murder conviction.

Simon recalls considering the plea
bargain a legal victory. There never was
any doubt that Henson forged the retire-
ment checks, he said. '

“It was an unusual case. Anyone
could see that from afar,” he said. “But |
was gratified that she was never con-
victed of murder.”

While Henson may have had emo-
tional or mental health problems, Simon
said he never tried to press an insanity
defense, which places a heavy burden
on the accused. In order to prevail, Hen-

son would have had to prove that she

could not appreciate the consequences
of her actions or understand right from
wrong, he said.

“I don’t remember her demonstrating
any behavior that would fit an insanity
defense, or even come close,” Simon
said.

The family, eager to find Dry’s body,
urged Whetstone to make the plea bar-
gain, and the district attorney agreed.

As part of the bargain for pleading to
a lesser charge, Henson promised to
help find her mother’s body.

Neil Rucker, who was then an investi-
gator for the Baldwin County district at-
torney’s office, said Henson was given a
lie-detector test weeks after the trial be-
cause authorities doubted her veracity.
She had failed two tests before the trial,
he said.

Whetstone said Henson finally came

clean about the body when investigators
confronted her with new evidence: an-
tique jewelry, expensive hand-blown
glass paperweights and other items that
Riley had found in her mother’s home
while Henson was in jail awaiting trial.
She said she knew they did not belong to
her mother. -

When Riley reported her discovery
to Fairhope police, authorities traced
the items back to one of Henson's for-
mer employers whose home had myste-
riously burned down several years
before.

Whetstone said prosecutors never
charged Henson with the early 1980s ar-
son because it was so old at that point
and because they already had her on the
other charges. Henson’s son said he’s
still not convinced his mother is respon-
sible for the arson: “I don’t think she had
anything to do with it,” he said.

Whetstone, however, said Jeddy Hen-
son admitted burning down the house
and taking the items, then described
how she got rid of her mother’s body.

Even for a man who heard many pe-
culiar things during his career, Rucker
said Henson’s words blew him away.

“That one definitely stands out. I'll al-
ways remember that case,” said Rucker,
who retired in June from the district at-
torney’s office. “That was one of the
most interesting cases [ was ever involv-
ed in.”

Henson told investigators how she
got rid of the body after her mother
died, although she never admitted to ac-
tually killing her. The final hours before
ditching the body were pure surrealism,
Rucker said:

Henson wrapped Dry’s body in two
plastic garbage bags and put it in the
back seat of her car. Then, a six-pack of
beer in hand, she drove aimlessly, stop-
ping in Spanish Fort for another Six-
pack.

Finally, after several hours on the
road, Henson drove out to the middle of
the Interstate 10 Bayway between 4 and
5 a.m., and Rucker said he’ll never forget

her chilling description: “She gets out,
rolls her mother over the ew
slid her over the edge.”

Authorities searched the Tensaw Riv-
er, but never found the body. They spec-
ulate that it either washed out to the
Gulf of Mexico or became lodged at the
bottom of Mobile Bay. Either way, they
say, it is unlikely Dry’s remains will ever
be found.

Whetstone said Henson maintained

an icy defiance after her arrest.

“She was arrogant even when incar- «
cerated,” he said. “Most people, when
you catch them in some great wrong-
doing, you expect remorse even when
they're feigning innocence.’

Dear said law enforcement authorit-
ies allowed him to interrogate Henson
while she was in jail awaiting trial, and -
after several days of trying, he was fmal-
ly able to get her to confess.

The key was her wig, which friends -
and family members said she never went
anywhere without. Dear said she used it
as psychological armor. Convincing jail.
officials to take away Henson’s hairpiece
did the trick, he said.

“If she had her wig on and her hair
done, she was steadfast,” he said. “Once
they took her wig off ... she finally con-"
fessed to me.”

Dear said he was on the witness
stand testifying about the confession
when the prosecution abruptly decided
to accept a plea bargain.

“We could have gotten her (murder)
conviction,” Dear said. “We weren't even
worried about the trial. ... As far as ['m
concerned, she was a cold-blooded mur-
derer.”

Henson pleaded guilty to the lesser
charge of injuring a person in her care
and 20 counts of theft of the Texas State
Retirement Fund checks and was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison. She also re-
ceived a five-year sentence in federal
court on forgery charges.

Henson served the federal sentence -
and then was released to a halfway
house in 1996. Because prisoners serve
only a fraction of their sentences in state
prisons, Henson's state sentence was
satisfied by the time she was released
from federal prison.

Jeddy Henson grew up in Texas, the
only child of a respected contractor and
demure English teacher.

Dry was descended from Edward
Burlson, a former vice president of the -
Republic of Texas who rode with Sam
Houston at the Battle of San Jacinto in
1836. ‘
Henson'’s father was a strict discipli-.
narian who died in a car crash when she
was a teen-ager.

Riley, the oldest of three children,
said her mother possessed a trifecta of.
brains, talent and looks. Henson did
some modeling in her youth and Riley
was told she had a glorious singing A
voice, although Riley never got to hear !
her mother sing. When she went through,
her belongings after her mother’s death;,
Riley said, she discovered voice awards:

Henson seemed to continue a 8
charmed life as an adult. After an early '
marriage ended quickly, she remarried
and moved to Baldwin County. To her ¢
neighbors, Henson seemed perfectly
normal.

“When you met her, you couldn’t
help but just adore her,” said Janice
Owens, a neighbor when the Hensons . .
lived in the Lake Forest subdivision of _,
Daphne. “You felt like you knew her your
entire life.”

Owens, whose children car-pooled
with Henson'’s, said Henson was sharp,
well-read and immaculately dressed. She
remembers her attacking community
pr ojects with gusto.

“And when it was done, it was doney
to perfection,” she said.
But Owens said there were small
hints that Henson's life was not a 1950s
TV sitcom. For instance, she said, Hen-i*
son never invited her inside her home.!
“I'never in all the years | knew her

went any farther than the front door of
her home. She did not want me to come’
in there,” she said. “All of us here felt
that was so strange.”

Owens recalled another quirk: Hen- :
son made a big deal about never accept-.
ing phone calls after 5 p.m. She told
Owens she wanted to spend her eve-
nings alone with her family, which seem:
ed reasonable enough.

Excited to tell her friend somethmg
one evening, however, Owens forgot the
rule. The phone rang many times before,
Henson picked it up.

“She was so drunk, she couldn’t even
talk,” Owens said.

It was Owens'’ first inkling of Hen- -
son’s problems. She and Henson'’s = | .~
daughters say Henson fought bitterly
with her husband. They eventually di- .
vorced and he moved to another part 0f~
the state.

“It was like Jekyll and Hyde," Owens
said. “Come 5 in the afternoon, she
would turn into a totally different per— 4
son.’ 1

Henson’s children differ in their rec-
ollections of their mother’s alcoholism. ¢
John Henson, the youngest of the three -
at age 34, said his mother was never “otit
of control” and Meyer, the middle child,’
said she remembers only that her moth-
er drank regularly.,

“Inever saw her really drunk,” she
said.

Riley’s memories are more vivid: She

said her mother downed between two ,’,~

six-packs and a case of Miller beer every
night. Riley said her boyfriends used to *
have to bring her mother a six-pack of
the beer before she would allow them tg
take her daughter out. %
Abuse often accompanied the drink-}
ing, Riley said. She said her mother hit ';
her, yelled and threw things around the*
room.
Meyer said she does not remember

Please see Jeddy Page 31A
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Colombian police hope helicopters
from U.S. can save them from rebels

p But Washington
donated choppers to fight
rebels who protect drug
crops, not to be used in
normal combat

By ANDREW SELSKY

Associated Presg/Writer

PASCA, Colombia — Standing
behind a wall of sandbags amid
the rubble of a blown-up police
station, officer Jose Borney Tru-
jillo nervously surveys the forest-
ed mountains where leftist rebels
roam virtually unimpeded.

Word has come to this tiny
police outpost that Colombia’s
biggest rebel group, the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colom-
bia, or FARC, now executes
policemen captured after attacks.

During the first half of this
year alone, rebels killed 120 po-

lice, many of them in overwhelm- !

ing attacks on remote outposts
manned by only a few officers.

Pasca’s police fearful

The dozen police in Pasca, lo-
cated a two-hour drive southwest
of the capital Bogota, fear they
will be next. They say that with-
out reinforcements, they'd be
overrun and likely killed.

“We are aware that if the
guerrillas come in here, they will
kill us all. We won'’t be able to
surrender and ask for mercy,”
Borney said Wednesday.

Whether reinforcements save
them could depend on the inter-
pretation of an agreement that
sent powerful U.S.-made combat
helicopters to Colombia.

Washington donated the heli-
copters to fight rebels and others
who protect drug crops. But they
are not supposed to be used in
normal combat in Colombia’s
36-year guerrilla war.

The rebels have overrun Pas-
ca three times — most recently
in July 1994, when they killed a
police sergeant and wounded a
patrolman, then dynamited the
police station and jail.

“It is very dangerous here,”
said Borney, 25, as he unslung a
Galil assault rifle from his shoul-
der and peered into the mist-
shrouded mountains. “We've
been hearing more gunflre com-
ing from over there in the last

RICARDO MAZALAN/Associated Press
An officer walks on the roof of
the police station in Pasca, a
two-hour drive southwest of
Bogota, Colombia. Despite
ongoing negotiations between
the government and rebels of
the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, rebels
continue attacking rural police
stations.

tional government forces to
reach Pasca on foot. By truck
would be faster, but rebels often
mine roads leading to besieged
towns or set up ambushes.
Rescue from the air is the
best hope. Tolemaida military
base, where U.S. special forces
have been training army counter-
narcotics troops, is only about a
five-minute flight away.

Cops allegedly executed
U.S.-made Huey and Black
Hawk helicopters are often there,
but whether they would come is

uncertain. Last month, U.S.-sup-

few weeks. The rebels are letting -, plied helicopters were not used

us know they're around.”

Crippled by hostility

A trench has been dug in the
., rubble. A new police station now
2! stands next door. From there, the
4 green-uniformed national police
% investigate robberies, assaults
and other common crimes.

But they are crippled by the
hostile environment surrounding
hem.

“This affects our work 100
percent,” admitted patrolman An-
| derson Smith Certuche.
‘g { The pohcemen never go on
| patrol or to crime scenes with
Jless than five officers. Their area
iof responsibility extends several
iles outside town, but they
don’t dare venture out more than
a few hundred yards.

Doing otherwise would make
them an easy target for ambush,
or for a hidden lone gunman.

“It is good to have the police
here, but someone really should
send more of them,” said Meri de
Morales, who runs a small gener-
al store down the narrow, pitted

, street from the police station.

. Human rights monitors

" Human rights monitors criti-
cal of the rebels’ attacks on po-
lice point out that many officers,
like those in Pasca, are not in-
volved in anti-guerrilla opera-
tions.

The Pasca police spend much
of thejday hunkered down in
their brick building, which is
laced with chicken wire to repel
hand grenades. A cartoon bird
with the message “Say NO to
drugs,” is painted on the wall out-
side.

The officers say they could
fend off a large assault for several
hours, but that reinforcements
would have to arrive quickly.

It would take hours for addi-

|
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“"to rescue 13 besieged cops north-
west of Bogota, who eventually
surrendered and were allegedly
executed by the rebels.

In a subsequent rebel assault,
the helicopters were used to fer-
ry in reinforcements.

After the killings, U.S. Ambas-
sador Curtis W. Kamman said the
helicopters could be used “to de-
fend the police and military
forces if they are under attack in
a zone where there are anti-nar-
cotics activities.”

Deeper U.S. involvement

That is a definition some fear
would mean deeper U.S. involve-
ment in Colombia’s intractable
war, which has claimed tens of
thousands of lives since it began
in the 1960s.

Sen. Paul Wellstone, D-Minn.,
said recently that the problem is
likely to persist.

“It's very unclear what'’s coun-
ternarcotics and what’s counter-
insurgency. We're going to have,
over and over and over again,
many examples like this,” he said.

Even if the donated aircraft
aren't used, the police in Pasca
hope firepower will arrive —
Colombia has more than a dozen
U.S.-made combat helicopters, in-
cluding Black Hawks, that it pur-
chased outright and which were
not donated. There are no strings
attached to the use of these heli-
copters.

' They are frequently at Tole-
maida, and the military says it
would not hesitate to send them
into combat to rescue police.

“Without a doubt, we'll use
our helicopters to support them
if they ask for help,” said Army
Col. Paulino Coronado.

Still, foul weather, missions
elsewhere, or any number of
problems could delay or paralyze
their deployment. Borney and his

NKBILEBB123SO FAIRHOPE 990-8865 OUT OF

mates fret about the conse-
quences if reinforcements are
slow in coming.

“We have to be prepared
mentally to fight for five or six

hours,” Borney murmured as he
ejected the magazine from his ri-
fle and slapped it back in. “We
have to be mentally prepared for
what lies ahead.”
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Something About the Courier.

The announcement of Mr. Post in the Publie
of January fourth, referred toin the COURIER of
last week prompts us to briefly veview the his-
tory and status of the CoURiER.

Publication of this paper was begun in 1894
at Des Moines by the Fairhope Industrial As-
sociation. Six numbers were issued from Des
Moines before the secretary with the small
*‘advance guard”’ of Colonists came fo Alabama
to found the Colonv.

The first issue from Alabsma, was dated
“Battles Alabama, December 1894." Itand
several subsequent issues, were printed in Mo-
bile, In January 1893 type for setting up. the

paper was received and the composition done
at home, the type being made up info columns
and shipped to Mobile where the prmtmg was
done.

Itis har dly necessary to say that the publi-
cation of the paper was a net expense to the
Colony Corporation. Ir November 1898 the
present editor made a proposition to purchase
the material on hand which was accepted; and
since that time he has published the paper on
his own responsibility. By dint of hard work,
early and late, mastering all the mechanical, as
well as other details, teaching his children as
they came on, to be. printers also, running a
job-office in connection and, with the aid of his
loyal subscribers in helping to increase the
circulation, and some other help in the ~way
of improved equipment, he has kept the paper
going—and improving, we think its readers
will agree—during the nearly a decade’ which
has passed.

We ought not to omit to mention, in enumer-

.ating the factors which have helped to keep
the Cotrize going, our advertisers. Chief
amovyg these has, of course, been the Mershon
eompanv, whose name has become a household
werd to aH veaders of the paper  Other local
business iaterests have manifested proper en-
terprise in being represented In the paper and
many Mobile houses have neen genexous and
steady advertisers.

That the maintenance of a rveform paper is
an exceedingly difficult financial propositien,
is borne out, not only by the experience of
the Publie, but by the long list of such which
have gone to the newspaper graveyard within
the ten years and are still going.

We want to say that it is only because of its
connection with a “live proposition’’ 1ike Fair-
hope that the CouR1Er has succeeded and we are
glad to feel that this help bas been mutual,
Fairhope has helped the CoURIER and the Cavu-
RIER has beew a yery great help io Tairhope.

Both dvre now on a substantinl business foot-
ing, and it only vemains for the friends of the

»

ASSOCIATE EDITOR- -

Cotmmn to heJP. to make it the power for good
16 our great cause, whwh 1& would and should
.be.> - -
:The office- xs now qmt.e we}l eq yped for
. getting -out an 'edition of several txm S the
preseut- issue. We “have ngood poweér press;
_which will 36 very uicely for an edition of u
to 5,000; a folder which folds, pastes ‘and
trims at a rafe of 1500 to 2200 an hout, a good-
two-horse gasoline engme furmsbmg ample
power to drive ‘both at the same mne, as well
as tbe job press, which we also have connedt
ed, should we desire to use all at once. .All
“ave housed in a suitable bulldmg.

We. issue at present 1800 copies.’ This cir-
culation ought to be doubled or ttebled thh-
in the present.year,

THE FUTURE OF FAIRHOPE.

Address in Part, of Presldent F. L Brown,
at Anmversary Banquet. .

T really inteuded bomghli to tu.lk to you in
as much of a jocular strain as T could, I
had intended to tell’ you about a person com-’
ing to Fairhope perhnps ten years from now.

“Itis always safest, you know, for a person who -
is prophesying.td put the time away off in the .
future and notto fix auy too definite dates,. be- -

cause the longer the timé which: intervenes
between the prophecy and the time for its-ful-
filment, the more chances there are that some-
thing like 'oha.t will hs.ppen s,nd the propbet be
vindicated.

But T do not febl exactly in that strain to-
night. I thought & little about telling you.
about & party living in Mobile-and “going up.
on top of ore of*the sky- scrapers of thit city,

ﬁnkmg one of Mr, Lancaster’s air ships and .

sailing across the. bay "in about ten minutes,
and then to show you one of thé manufactories .
in which these things were manufactured; ‘Then .

efits with us..

‘are whme they arej: 9nd the pebple of Fa.n:hapo
. would be mych better off with thém heve.. Bus. -

conditions are a little diffieult. . 14" is bard for .
a person comiing to Fau‘hope, without manu--
“factoriés, ‘Without very mudh ‘in the “way. of -
- day labor; and ‘without capital or knowledge -
of local conditions to come here and get a starh.

only & few months ago were as happy-as peo-

ple can be who are only two or three weeks.

away from starvation; people who were. work-

ing at jobs ou a salary, but spending it all as.-

they made it. The shop closes down, .and in a-
mon’ah’s time they are penmless, are really out
‘‘on the street.” ‘I have been in Pairhope'ten:

- yearsaod I hardly knew what this meant.

- 1 believe we are dbmg wrohg in not doing
moré to get peaple to Fairhope, I would rather
have them come here and look the place over
and see what it is. 1.would like to have them
kuow exactly what the place is, notasany

body can tell thein; but as.they can_ see.it for -’

hemselves—and I feel alittle delicate in that

. way. about adveértising the place, and yet I do
not-know bat we are committing a erime innos -

doing more of it, because I am more.firmly con-
viuced‘every_ day that we .are.doing a greab
work which-is helping:.to demonsfrate that

- this earth can be made a paradise. 1tis simply.
the fault of the people, - that is. all. . N
.-+ would support hundreds.of tuues its populatxon. s a Bt

-The _earth

. There is no reason why auny person whg would
doone. quarter -of an ordinary man’ slaborshould

~not have plenty on:this earth today if .we. had

right condtious. .: Now. in Fmrhope&e.cannoﬁ

- give them all these condn.ions, but, we“con and
- are doing. much, and - we -owe if, to' our. work
.and to; the: wor]d to'let people.know. about it, .

and .$o invite them to.come. and~sharelour ben-

to take you out-and show you the farms, ‘where = We have gota ma.gn 1ﬁsenf, chmate, good soil,

they raise things unbeaid of before,- -where
they raise chickens with’all white-meat for the :

a pretty bay, probably as -healthful.a place AS
«there is on the face of this earth .to live, ‘and T

people who prefer white-meat, and all-dark- .- . do not see any resson why' we -cannot have;

meat for those who prefex- thab kmd and s0
ou, .
But I would rathér be able to’ tell you
really what ﬂze f.uture ‘of Fmrhope is gmng to
be. “ ’
Now, you' ail’ know, or you who know auy-.
thing about Single Taxers kunow, that they .
are as positive a lot of people as are to bé found
on the face of the earth, In fact, thay are just .
about as sure that ‘their propdsitibn of Single
Tax, of freeing the earth, would do away with -
involuntary poverty, and would make every-

body who desired to be, prosperousand happy, -
as any school teacher is that two and twomake .

four, and they believe  that they can demon-

strate that thing just as surély though it takes -

a hittle more time and a little moveithought, to
masterit. Buta few of thdse people believing
these things, believing-in the teaching of Hen-
ry George, and believing that the application
,of the principles he taught would, make 2 heav-

en & this earth, nhowed their f.nth by found-
ing this Colony. i

Thirteen years have shown somethmg of .
what can be done. From a cow pasture we -
have this vﬂlaoe as~ you seeit'today. What ,
thirteer years more might do'if we could have
the harmony and the. good will of the people
- who'are here tomghtl I helieve you' would
see at least 25,000 people in this Colony.

I was just away from here on a littls tup'up
north, ‘I got a little Lh,mpsa of the poverty -
that egists everywhere. 'I did not sce much of -
it, but I saw cnough of it to show ma that '

. even in'this wilderness.

‘mannfactories bere; build_upa large town, &

fine farming and gardening community a11_< -
. around here,' and bave the.best educated, the
most. moral and the most happy set of people -

that can. be tound in any plaws on the fsee of
God’s footstodl. - :

-Cheenng Message- From Miss. Lvon.

* Miss Frances H: Lyon our former Arts and
Cmfts teacher, sends the following kmdly mes-
_sage from Brooklyn where she now . is:

- “I would not miss the CovRiEr for mauy
reasons——noﬁ least among which is the tquch
with friends in their dolugs and saying. . . New
York is the most lodesome clty in the-country
and the good words of brotherlipess, - wmh
which: theé COURTER ¥ings keepsmy, heart eheery
Yov may be.sure I
do Bot pass by any chance I may have of say-
mg. a good word for Fairhope and practxcsl
Single Tax.
ly in. the past, because of the ideal of brother-
hood you have. tl'ierl to exptess. ."May he bless
_you more abundauntly in the future.. T
T-am with you in all your domgs. fa,
’ Yours in fellowshm)"

" Single Taxer§ Elsct Officers. . -
‘- The Pittsburg Single Tax Assaciation has
* elected the following offieers for 1908: President,
~f; Z. Schellenberg; vice presidents, Robelt
-Hardy, William Krutkamtt treasurer, Nathen

.Gréen, secretary, M, McNeﬂI executive comlmt— o

tee, deund and]ey and B! B. Smith.

God has: blessed you wondrous- '

" And 16ts ofthese péople have prectically noth- ~ .
ings There are thousasids of - themt “today who- e

&

\
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VISIT THE

‘Lunch Room
Qroacary & ‘Delicatessn

& an and Cold mehlln\ Al Hours

NCY and GROCERIES
c. T.ba and Gnmtg

Qﬂﬂu SUNUAV DINNER 25 ¢,

"H. H. H irhope

|D.H. & G.8: DURE -
‘HA[L PAPER, PRINTIRG,-
DEGIRTIAE,

Paints Oils:Class et¢
53 Dmmmn St Mobile)

Pergonal
anb FLocal

* Miss Slaton returned on  Friday
ffom a two weeks stay in Tate Springs.
Mrs. Louise Shepherd is assistifg in
the Bell Central while . Mrs. George is
t:kmg asort of semi-vacation.
" Mrs. Joyed Tyreell and children and
Mes Thomas McKinstry and childrenare
pending a short time here.
Mr. and Mrs. G. }. Gjord rented the
Beckner cottageon Fairhope avenue

W. C. BAUMHAugﬁ‘

PP Y. ALBRIGHT |

for a year and bave moved into it

F L. BROWN
Lumber, Brick
and Drain Tile

lllck hmlxﬂ aro fire. lnd‘vmt&mﬂl
alittle more, Cbﬂ ent

On account of storm Judge Foster
was unable to'meet is appaintment to
preach at Fairhope on Sunday.

The Carney made a special trip_to!
Bartles on  Monday to accommodatey
the summer people moving back to
town. ©

Heavy rains have played havoc with

CANDY MFG. CO.
Candies Cakes~
and Crackers

dagest  No b Dauphin St
bandless ot [OBILE, ALA
Fuewerks iu Alabama

the streets and roadsand a lat of work
is necessary to put them in condition
again.

_Murs. Rucker left on Monday to take
the Mallory steamer to’ New York

“{{ where she will visit; relatives,

“The town, presents a much better
appearance with the weeds all mowed
off the main streets.

Patsonizs Home Industries
FAIRHOPE BAKERY -
Hexey W. Rucgss Proprietor.

BR EAD ey o el
CAKES
0T ROTS TN EVESING.

REAL ESTATE

* HOUSES TO RENT
INSURANCE

. NOTARY PUBLIC %~
Fairhope Ala.

Since the summer people, most of
them left, several families have came
over to spend a week or two.

Mrs. B. A Russell returned on
Monday evening from her northem
trip.

The Fairhope Courier Job Office has
laid in several fonts of new job type.

Extraordinary high tides have been
|| caused by the recent high south east
winds. No damage has been dane.

Loyd Lawrence went to Mobile on
Wednesday morsing, where,he will be
employed at his trade.

Will Stimpson had the misfortune
1o Jose his herse, by its falling into 2
gully on the northside of his place.

Capt. jno. A. Welch, late of the
bay transportation] business, isnow

. The Peerless Laundry
MOBIZE'S e
% LEADING -LAUNDRY. :'-s
‘Mrs. Russell, Agt. Fairhap
Livery, Fairhope Ala.

located at Punta Gorda, Fla,

Mr, Tyrrell is spending some time
here with his wife.

‘The Ewalds are building a front on
the little cottage lately purchased on

School street and will havea very
nice Jittle bungalow out of it.

Miss OEta Hall who is to teach in

NOTARY PUBLIG

Q. W. 0

*,‘,

DR. A.F. ROCKWELL

Optometrist & M'f'g Optician

17 u concervion o7. MOBILE, ALA

the bigh school and her friend Mrs.
Maanigg, have taken the Melville cot-
1age on Maguoliz Ave., .

Mr. Mitchell, of the Bell Tdephmw
has taken the Welch cottage on Fair-
hope avenue and moved in the first
of the week.

Messrs. Wi Zepp [and  J. M.
Pilcher attended the Knights of
Pythias convention in Mobile this
week as delegates from the Localladge,

Ralph Coutant. Whn is herelan ac-
count of the strike in Mo~

PUBLIC
STENOGRAPHER
MAY STURDEVANT
Bienviie Horsr, MoBnE
PELL PEONE 2701
'HOME PHONE 1279

bile is making his way fishing and has
ardered several hundred feet of gill net,

A new woven wire fence with con-
crete posts has been put around the
Organic School property. J. R. Ed-
miston was in charge of the Work.

Mrs. Steele leaves next week for St,
Louis, where she will join herbusband,
She will be much missed by her
friends here..

[ KB. VANDERSLICE

HORSESHOEING

. BLAGKSHITHING

iWegon and Carriage
Flumhmg and Steam’

Walter Bowen left on Seturday
morning _of fast week for Memphis, | &5
Tenn., where hie will spend the winter
with his brother.

Mr. Boam, old friend of Capt Joha
Bowen, is spending afew weeks here
and is staying in Capt. Bowen's cot-
tage.

The Hemley family returned to

| Mobile on Monday morning after

spending the summer here in their | i

eries ANY Vi

OXY-ACETYLENE FROCBS

cottage. -4

Mrs. Slosson returned on Iast Fri-

day from spending 2 week or more

with her daughter, Mrs. Sundberg, @n
ichton,

327 NorthRoyal St Mohile, Ala.

Mrs, Dolive and daughter Mrs.|
Stapleton and her friend Mrs. Dozier
are sp:ndmg a shorr time here in the
Dalive

D S MAC‘N us ON
snonxet?rlg & rrEns
Fairhopo, Ala.

) }-Phomes—Home 1153, Bell 4

of the post|
offi ce.l

The Misses Koott returned to Mo-
bile on-Tuesday morning after spend-
ing thesammer in their cottage on the |
bay front. The Misses Knatt ara
faithiul triends of Fairbope

Miss Hazel Bowen leff on Tuesday
to take a trip thro the north and to
visit relatives at Washiogton, D. C.
Cincinatti and other worthern points.
She goes from here to Cincinnati,

Capt. and Mis. C. P Smith are

.| visiting his parents. Mr, and Mrs. H.

A.-Smith and Miss Mary Louise Smith
s 33 her guest Miss Alma Judge, of
Mobile.

day of this week to accept a pasition
with the Geotge Saddiery and Har-

with'ber father and child,

O

Miss Florence E, Atkins, nativnal lec-
turerfor the’ W.C.T.U, will speak in the
Christian Church on Thursday, Oct.
2nd. Reserve that date as itwill bea
fine lecture.
. W.H. Zepp has the contract for|
pamlmg all the Organic School build-
ings and has begun work. When this
improvement is. campleted and the

METHIDST GAURCH SERYIGES,

STMPSON, PA

SUNDAY, SEPT. 14
Sunday School.

M.
Prayer Meeting, Wed... 800: P M.

CRAWFORD'S CASH SIORE

GOODS OF QUALITY

PRICED RIGHT AND
X PROMPTLY DELIVERED

Tawns mowed the school property will
present a very attractive apearance.

It pays to advertise in the Courier.
Robert Ring says so. A week or two

- |ago be advertised a calf for sale and

sold it. Also he had a number of
ather inquiries. This week he runs
another ad of another call.

Mrs, A. H. Mortonand Miss Rothletz,
of Birmingham are spending a short
vacation at Fairhope and were callers
at the Courier office. They are great-
Iy pleased with Fairhope,

Mr. Armstrong, who is living in
the Lee cottage, brought a horse
and buggy over with him from
Mohile on Tuesday evening.

Beginnidg Monday, Sept. 22, the;
Ap:lln will resume her winter schedule
leaving Fairhope at 7:2a and
Mobile at 3p. m. and or ‘Sundays |
lravmg Fairhope 4 p. m. and Mobile 9

9. Y. Albright, Justice of the Peace,
held court on last Friday over the
fdlleged theftof a cow by a negro
‘woman. Albright’s fittle office could
hardly hold all the witnesses. The
audience stood ontside and listened
through the windows,

During the heavy thunderstorm on
Monday Ovid Ewald, who was walking
by a wire fence, was so badly shacked
when the lightning ran down the fence
that -~ was knocked down and quite
stunned for a short time.

Mr. Thos, E. Smith, who with his’
wife returned recently from spending
several months at their cld Kome, Min-
neapolis, Minn, is somewhat improved | £
in health, but Mrs. Smith who has the

not nearly so well.

On earelling at State Normal Schoal
at Winona, Minn., as from Fairhope,
Ala., Miss Hazel Pilcher was at once
asked about Fairhope by the prezident

and if she would not at some time
make 2_talk upon Fairhope and the
Single Tax,  Miss  Pilcher and Miss
Maud Barrick, who was here two years
ago, are in the senior year there.

The L. C. Horn family returned to|
Mobile an last Saturday morning after
spending the summer here in their cot-
tage on the bay front. Miss Margatet
Horn has been one of the most popular

summer girls and her many friends
will hope to see her back another sum=
mer.

A party of Fairhopers composed of
the following, have gone on the

steamer American fo take a tiip np
the Alabama: Dr. and Mrs. C. L
Mershon and children, Mr. and Mrs,
A. H. Mershon and children and Mr,
and Mrs. W, E. Sweet. They expect-
ed fo go as far up as Monjgomery,
and will not return before nexr Tues-
day or Wednesday.

Mc. F. O. Immler, assistant secre-

ary and educational director of thef,
Mob-le Y. M. C. A.is spending @
couple of weeks at the Business
‘Women's Club Heuse, with his wife and
daughter,. He was a pleasant caller ar
the Courier affice.

very arduous task of caring for him is |

BUSHIESS LOBALS.

Frvx Cxazs A Line.

Mrs, CalP's.
Schaare’s Insecticide for White Fly.
Fairhope Pharmacy.
FOR SALE, 2 Young Jersey Calves,
Bull and heifer  Ring Jersey Farm.
Texas Rust Proof Seed Oats at
Fairbope Feed Store.
Fall Hats soon.  Mss. Call's.
FOR SALE. Good’zeam ot mules,
wagon, buggy, ess, plow, also
house and 1umlure. W.A. Grifiin.
Improved forty acres owned land
about 7 miles out on route of Penples
Railcozd. Gaston & Son.
. New Fresh Turnip and Rutabaga|
Seed at the Fairhope Feed Stare.
Baldwia County maps at reduced

. New corsets,

15 VARIETIES OF BEST BREAKFAST FOODS

PURE APPLE CIDER VINEGAR
PURE WHITE WINE PICKLING VINEGAR

BETTER BUTTER IN 1-4 PRINTS at 40 CTB,

Henry Crawford

Fairhope, Ala,

Ring Jersey Farm

Registered Dairy Herd

MILK DELIVERED DAILY
IN ANY QUANTITY

Home Phone 1204 ROBERT RING, Mgr.

rate, 35 cents each, postpaid. Courier.

Get your gasolive, cyliader oil and
batteries for your autos, motorboats or
farm engine st the
Faithope Pharmacy,
I will give 2 man with mower a
good show to make hay on my place.
41tpd  E.T. Melyneux Lone Oak.
For Pran, Poultry food
Llce Kitler
k Food
Fairhnpc Feed Store.

FOR SALE:—Good Road Horse,
Cheap for cash. Inquire Courier Of-
fice.

g0 to the

FOR SALE One six months old
female Coit, for arice write to
Miss C. L. Marshall
Montrose, Alabama
Stearns’ Sure cure for wart head
and sore head on chickens 25c.  Your
money back |f it fails,
A. L7 Stearns, Fairhope
Two acre place in Euclid, 3 rcom
hotise. beating figs, pears, Japanese
walnut, 200 4 year old Satsumas bear-
ing, near schaoi house. $500.
Gaston & Son.
FORSALE very cheap if sold at
once: 3 burner gasoline cook stave,
adjustable pin curtain stretcher, Bis-
sell’s carpet a swesper, double bed
imattress practically new.
1tpd Mrs, K. B. Steele.

BARGAINS FOR CASH: “Racycle”
wheel; Winchester repeating rifle, 22
cal.; 4x5 camera; Dne wall telephane
Al ‘in good condit

7T Baldwin, Whcelers Store,

HIGH QRADE STALLION

“Prince,” Percheron and Clydes-
dale, large boned, sound, weight
1300 pounds. Wil be at Gus
Oberg’s barn, Greeno Boulevard, every
Thursday and Friday. Terms, $8
$3 down. . Romund.

SITHE ROY A Lis

Formerly Wilson House FAIRHOPE ALA.
LUNCH ROOM AND DELICATESSEN
Sandwiches &c. LUNCHES 15¢c. UP Coffee 5c.

pecial Sunday Dinner 25 Cents
Soft Drinks Cigars and Tobacco. Rooms to Rent

Newly Furnished F. ZANDERS, Proprietor

CITY BANK & TRUST CO.
MOBILE ALABAMA
CAPITAL AND SURPLUS 81,000,000  DEPOSITS OVER $4.000,000
BANKING BY MAIL OUR SPECIALTY.

Under the syscem used in our Bank yan can do your banking bas-
Tness with us by mail almast o3 conveniently as if you were baalk-
iog with us in person. We make a specialty of bandling all out
of lown accounts. Write us regarding your banking  busivess.
No accounts too small for ur prampt and carefal alention 5oz
100 large for o3r up-todate acilities.

Depository for the UNITED STATES, STATE of ALABAMA,

CITY and COUNTY of MOBILE.

Progress and Plenty

Jas. S Paton

Attempts to Unite Social R Upona Sound E i
Platform. __. Claims that Supply and Demand is the Law of
Distribution.
Advocates: The Single Tax, A Suenulic Curreney, and work

by th ‘wage to ail nnem-
ployed.

JAS. S, PATON

Price $1.25 Fairhope, Ala.

FAIRHOPE FEED STORE
A. H. MERSHON, MGR.
All Kinds of Feeds, Fertilizers and Seeds
:LOWEST CASH PRICES
Famous Don't Leak Rubber Roofing

Mr. Hutchings, of the Beach
Hol:d, arecent victiz of paraly-
sis, is much He is als

getting able to move his limbs on

the left side some.  His speech is
not impeded at all and he is glad
tosee his friends.

In the heavy rain storm of the
tast week end the bLg concrete
wall in front of the V

Fairhope Stationery
and Photo Sho;
STEWART, The Picture Man
A complete stock of Stationery
and Inks.
‘Everything in achool supplies.
Ph ies for ts

home near Hoyle's place was
washed in two and about thirty or|
forty feet (:Dmpletely broken down
the fact that it was|
Mr. VanHeuvel
will rebuild the wall. -
Mrs. Morehead expects a sister,
rs. Helen Wiry, here fron. Paris,

H. M. PRICE & CO.
MOBILE, ALABAMA
SELLING AGENTS FOR
Aver& and Son’s Farming Machmery
McCorml Harvesting Machil
Rex Flintkote Roofing
Lucas Paints--Beaver board
A Complete Stock of Everything a Hardware{Store
Should Carry

CORRESPONDENCESOLICITED

C.;lmam- rented peo-

Magazincs, Gigars, Tobacca.
GUNTHER'S Unsurpassed
Stcw-rl’: warivalled View

Looal du]msitory for State
adopted School books.

France, in a few days to visit to,
visit her. She will arnve on th:

Mallory-liner Nueces on Saturday
and will remain’for an indefinite|
time if she fikes our town and
location, and Mrs. Morclmad is|
sure she will.
Dr. Stosson and Miss Nelle are ex-
pected back from their -summer - spent
in the northin October, The Doctor
and his brother Evgene will drive
through the sountry fram Verona, Ili.,
in 2 Ford car and Miss Nelle will come
down with Mrs, ;Eugene Slosson by
mx. Anyone who knows _ the Stasson
s can almost picture their d&
nghx and enjoyment on such a trij
driving from lllinois to Mobile Bxy.
Loyd Lawrence who has been re-
building his boat, the Arrow, expects
0 get her in the water in about a
manth. He has built akuuckle bottom
on her and lengthened her on the

‘M. L. Bush went to Mobile on Mon- A;rcm about five feet making her 28

et over all,  She will be equipped
with the 12 horse DyBrie motor for-

ness House, corner Dauphin and Wat-|{merly in the Ray and with her bi
er street.  Mrs. Bush remains . here} roomy cockpit witl make a splendid
cruiser,

Let Us Print Your
LETTER-HEADS

FHBHOPE LVERY & OARDING STILE

ok Flones .=~ .. FAIRBOPE, AV.A.

BD. A RUSSELL

Good Horses and Rigs, Careful Drivers _ -
7 Service Day or Night
BAGGAGE, FREIGET TRANSFER AND MOVING

e

ENVELOPES

BUSINESS CARDS
STATEMENTS

RECEIPTS

HAND BILLS
PROGRAMMES,
WEDDING INVITATIONS

CALLING CARDS, ETC, |

Coutrier Job Office.

Frank Brown Properly Offered for Sale.

On account of desire to develop a new industry I offer for sale
my property just outside the town fimits of Fairhope, one of the
best improved farm properties in Baldwin county.

Forty-cight acre colony leasehold, nearly all cleared, fenced
and cross fenced; house of eleven reoms, big barn with kuge mow, |
hay fork, corn crib, carriageand tool shed. Running water in
house, house-yard and bara-dot.

Lots of bunug figs, pears, oranges, pesans, Japanese persim-
mons, etc., with many yourger set oranges and grape frait; some
of the best cows in the county, hogs, tools. etc.

Wil make good price an whole property, with stock and tools,
or will sell 20 acres with house and othier improvements alane,
MUST BE SOLD RECARDLESS OF PRICE

FRANK L. BROWN, Faichope..

&
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“Now is the Winter of Our Discon-
tent Made Glorious Summer
by the Sun of York.”

- Huh? .
Yep. .It’s acinch.
Subscriptions for Peoples
Railroad bonds at the
last report amounted to 10,?83.00

‘Soialist Locat

100.00|all arranged for, if the directors
g: Ii! Jehson 25.00| will straighten out the route of
D. I, Peckham :583 the road. .
Don Lirtlefield . 5. " "
CL. N{e.rshon i 100.00 hﬂ::,:,'ll g:f:ft a. gifts of
ey 20 vt i sapn
- . o W route,
F.D. %-2]:1‘;1’ §383 Also, we have some earnest in-
= Total 11,400.00 quiries from outside Singletaxers

. On thege subscriptions $8.150 is
payable in money. and $§,'150 is

00|large in the minds of many, Itis

to Fish river, Clay Products Co.,
will build one lovely bridge and
take bonds in payment. Cross-
ing Fish river has been one of "the
expensive items which has loomed

MAY DAY AT

1" DIPHNE RO

May Day at Daphne is-to be a]

day of -athletic feats. Big things
in the line of athletics are being
planned for the day. The main
features of. the program will -be
base ballgames tobe played by
the Daphné and Bay Minette
teams., A game is also being
planned with Fort- Morgan boys.
The Junior boys will play Fair-
hope in the aft .

who want to help Fairhope help
herself, and an explanation of the
situation will appear next week,

payable in labor or
This total js not large enough,
but the rest is in sight and will be
announced when contracts are|
signed up. ’
North River Park wants a_rail-
road about $3,000 strong.  This is
a stronger want_per capita and
per dollar than Fairhope has so
far manifested. To get this how-
ever, we must straighten out the
soute of the P.R. R. and build
along aroute where the grading
. will not be as expensive as along
the route now secured.
Also, if the route is changed to
run straight east from Ring. farm

g which have
come by mail. -
We will not print, as yet, the
list of Fairhopers who have NO'
subscribed for the P, R.R.
Yours truly,
E. G. Dougherty,
Asst, Treas. P.R.R.

N. B.—Troyer has handed me
one perfectly good check for
100. We will now proceed to
coilect that 10 per cent on the
cash subseriptions. You may
mail me check, or leave cash in
envelope at Crawford’s store.
Thank you. E.G.D.

)

, Ala., dinouncing . the
‘death of his father Wm., Richard,
‘which occurred at Birmingham on
‘Thursday of last week, April 16th.
He wasattacked with diciti

; aitome ol
; [H&Dping, about tw

T
W, HOPPNG,

g died at the
is. ther, George L.
2. nes-
alth

Ira. H. Hoppi
e of - b

0 & i, We
day morning. While his he
has beén markedly failing for
some time, he had been able to
walk about some daily to the pre.

ding S 3

ceding

and was taken to Birmingbam,
where he was operated upon, but
only lived 56 hours afterthe opera-
tion. :

Mr. Richard was very prominent-
ly jdeatified with his home towa,
having been one of the original
pioneers in its founding and hav-
ing accupied various positions of
honor and responsibility, all of
which were filled with satisfaction

Mr. Hopping was a nativeof New
Jersey, but had lived almost all
his lie in Brooklyn, N. V., from
which place he came to make his
home with his brother and family
in Feb. 1912, He was 77 years
old, had been twice married, but
had been a widower for about 25
years.

The remains were taken to Mo-
bile and embalmed by undertak-

10 his fellow citizens and credit to
himself. i
About three years ago he be-

~. came interested in Fairhope and a

couple of years ago built him a
pretty home at Magnolia Beach,
to which he and his family loved
to resort whenever opportunity
offered. Only a short time ago he
and his wife and some of the
younger children, spent some time

* there. He was very enthusiastic
about the charms of Fairhope and
said good words for it wherever he
went.

WMr. Richard left a wife and a
large family, all daughters,but the
one son Ludwig. Their many
friends here will extend them sia-
oerel:ympath'y in their" hour of
trial

Qrpllem;- ClubOrganizes.

Believing music to be one of|

ers Beroujon and Sands and ship-
ped to Brooklyn, where it was his
desire that he should be buried in
Greenwood cemetery beside other
members of his family gone befcre.

Early Wednesday morning a
simple funeral service was con.
ducted at the residence by Rev.
G. C. Simpson. who, with Mr.
Gaston, accompanied Mr. G. L.
Hopping and Miss Emma Hop-
ping to Mobile. =

One of the most interesting
things will be a ball game played
between theDaphne State Nor-
mal Girls and the girls of the
Organic  Schoo!  of
this is the first year that the girls
base ball has been in the Normal,
and a great deal of enthuasiasm
is being manifested. The girls
seem to have the spirit ,all right
for every afternoon they get in
some good practice on the campus.
The girls will also have two ten-
nis games with the Organic Schoo!
and the boys will bava one game.
‘The tennis courts are quite popular
now as the students are practis-
ing for May Day.

‘The side events of theday will be
pole vault, shot put, tug of war,
and foot races.

COMMISSIONERS
PASS BESOLUTION,

The following resolution regard-
ing the coopeiation of the com-
missioners in the building of dip-
‘p_jng vats was recently passed by

Fairhope. h
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"s Court of Bald couple of - fine conc
Count oo, | DULEhETSS
Whereas, 1 “that t cks{ badly Baed;
and other parasi detri 1{road

to the upbuilding of the stock in-
dustry of Baldwin Couaty, and
feeling that it is the duty of the
County to help its citizens in the
eradication of the same, by assist-
fng in the construction of dipping
vats in the various communities
in the County;

It is therefore Resolved by the
Court of County Commissioners
of Baldwin County, that wk
the citizens of any community
shall petition the Commissioner
of the district in which said com-
muaity is located for theestablish-
ment of a dipping vat, said Com-
missioners shall with the aid of
said citizens, select a site therefor,
and whenever said citizens shall
have delivered to said commis-
sioners a five year lease of one
acre of land on said selected site,
together with assurance on the
part of said citizens, that they
will fence in said acre of ground,
furnish all labor, sand, gravel,
rock, money, water, etc., for the

leti f said dipping vat

Clay Products Company.

The "Clay Products Company,”
is in process of incorporation to
develop the clay deposits on Fish
River, before mentioned, Frank L.
Brown, will be president of the
company, ' Mrs. Mary Fels, Ist
vice president, A. M. Troyer 2nd
vice president, G. C. Streeter
secretary and E. G. Dougherty,
treasurer. This is the most im-

the most at a

resort may have to maintain and
i i , & number

portant D

f ! e pro-
Jected in this vicinity and its

A L
of the local musicians met at Mr,
Dyson’s home and formed an
organization to be known as, the

it
tion will be a great thing for the
section.

ol
Ihereon. Baldwin County, through
ts commissioner of the District
in which said vat or vats are to be
located,shall furnish to the citizens
of said community thesum of $10
for the purchase of lumber to be
used in the construction of said
vat, togegher with forty sacks of
suitable cement, and in addition
to furnish ail chemicals to charge
said vat from time to time, when
needed, and provide inspectors
not to exceed two in number to
supervise the charging of said vat
and to supervise the dipping of
stock therein:

It is further Resolved, that J.

Orpheum Club.,

'
naroaciva §oname

H. H. Smith, Judge of Probate,

and the road gradec
shape. Beyond the
the Pictorial Farm

great deal of time a1
this road. As before
Courier thisroadissc
be of very great im
the section between
the bay and it shoul
north to connect v
Minette road near t
lin railroad line and
in good shape.
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*No. 666 will cure Malaria or Bilious
Fever,- 1t Kills-the geras, S

The, Fairhope bath-houses did
thriving Business on Sunday.
Roy Wilson is back at Fairhope

and is in the baggage transfer and
moving Lusiness,

Nathaniel Mérshon and Charlie .
Wilson are back from their camp
on the beach at the mouth 6f Rock

reek. . - Y
The Beaver and Pleasure Bay

have both betn’ landing ‘at_Fair-
hopﬁ while the Apolld was off this
week. :

The continued dry weatber is
Mo-

e missed.
J. M. Pilcher-has been assisting

1a
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accompanied by C.
Foley and Messrs. E. A. Zi

the editor some this week and his
N Pl ey

que style” will pi

'
The genial My, Campbell rep-

resepting The Mobile Coca Cola
| Botling Company made Fairhope

call this week.

Miss Edith 'Peckham has ar-
ved from Barnesville, Ohio, where

{she has just graduated from the
| Friend's

ool,
Nathaniel Mershon had duite a

gash cut on hisforebead yesterday,
the marble top of the soda foun-
tain falling and striking him.

Rev, S. O. Y. Ray preached on

Sunday at the Baptist church,
| He was the
Oswaltwhile in town for a few
days.

geest of Mr. H. C.

E. C. Stites, of Protem, Mo.,

writing to order a Baldwin County
map, says that he is much inter-
ested in Baldwin County and
J hopes some day to make his home
| here.

Clay City Froducts Co., has a

iarge force of men busily engaged
in cutting and sawing lumber for
their new buildings  Everything
seens to be moving along satisfac-
torily, toward the development of]
this new enterprise,

The Christiaz Church Song Ser-|
viice postported from last week, |
wes held on Suaday night, with a
solo by Miss Florence
duet by the Misses Florence and
Mildred Russell, and other music
by the voung peoples choir and
Ladies

Rusgell, a

Quartet.
A sspresentative of the Southern

Express Company, wmas over recently
@ | miaking arrangements with Mrs. Afine |
B. Callfor shippinig her large orders of
candied Xumquats and figs by express
rather than by parcels post.
Call had many orders during the win-
ter and is preparing for a busy season

Mss.

fon the line of L.& N. R. R, which

|in Faithope.  Her property consists of

Mr. Gorden Lowelf and Herbert
tapleton are opening a new meat
market on Section Street south of
the Fairhope Pharmacy. They
have -installed-a refrigerator and
will handle Western as well as
native meats. Their adv. will
appear in mext weeks Courier.

‘No. 666 will cure Chills and Fever.
Ttisthe most-speedy remedy we know,

-

S. M. Logasn who bas ten acres
adjoining, Colony land, about five
miles nostheast of town, say? that
he has an extensive deposit of very
fine clay on his Jand, coming right
to the surface. This is no doybt
the same vein of clay, which was|}
found in sinking a well at Satsuma

arkin the mext section south,
immediately on the line of the
Peoples Railroad. It was about
twelve feet below the surface
where struck at Satsuma Park,

15 N. Water Street
|

' BANKRUPT SALE

of the stock of
Kelly-Brady Hardware Co.
15 N, Waier Street Mobile
, [ et i
This is a great opp: ity for g bargains in
Hardware, House Furnishing Geods, Builders’
Hardware, Mantels, Tinware, Granite Ware,

Cutlery, Sporting. Goods,. Stoves, Carpenter’s
Tools, Sash, Doors, Blinds.

Ajl goods marked in plain figures, Terms Cash. No ex-
ceptions, but you get genuine bargains, and the goods are
not seconds, but strictly first quality. At the 3

Kelley-Brady Store
Mobile, Ala.

but that was up on the high level

3

land, and it_likely comes nearer
the surface if not” to it, on the
sides of the hollows, as at Mr.
Logan’s place..

HOTIGE OF SMLE OF
TEWEATS NPROVEMEATS

Default for more than six months
having been made by W. M. Turnbull’s
estate in the payment of rent onn 1-2
n. W, 1-4 Sec. 15, in township 6s. r,
2 e.. the undersigned will sell the im-
provements on said land for the satis-
faction of said rent, cost of sale and
this advertisement, on Tuesday the
35th dav of June, A. D., 1915, at pub.
fic sale, in front of the office of the

CRAWFORD'S CASH_STORE _

High Grade Goods
at Living Prices

Beginning New Year with
' Store Enlarged & Stock Increased.
Staple and Fancy Groceries,
Dry Goods & Men’s Furnishings

Feed, Seed & Fertilizers )
Builder’s and General Hardware

BEST LINE CANNED GOODS IN TOWN
Henry Crawford Fairhope, Ala,

Secretary at eleven o'clock a. m,

Fairhope Single Tax C

4121, Lessor,

We kave a_communication from a
lady n fllinois who has property near
St. Elmo (lrvington) Mobile county | :

she would exchange for town property

15 acres, 10 fenced, fine barn 32 x 36
@ith two rooms in it furnished for liv-
ing; painted outside and screened, hen
house 12 X 24, 75 ft. wire Tun, 10

Mobile’s Popular Hotel

THE CAWTHON
(VIRE PROOF) ot
European $150 perdayup. -. . -
FAMOUS VINEYARD CAFE ON TOP FLOOR

i Best A'la Carte Service, Dawn to Midnight. !
o Table D'Hote Luncheon. Daily 12 t0 2.30 at 50 cts:
i CHAS. B. HERVEY, Mgn. - o

i

per shell pecans 8 years old. Prop-
oty is held at $1.000 and would pus
$500 20 1,000 cash into town house,
with sea view, furnished. Would con-
sider Colony or owned land. If inter-
ested write or call on.
- - £, B. GASTON.

FSTHE

ROY ALR

Wilen Home FAIRHOPE ALA.
LUNCE ROOM AND DELICATESSEN
" Saddwiches fc.  LUNCHES 16¢ UP~ “Coffes be.

NEW CHURCH SERVICES every
Sunday at home of Rev. F. L. Higgins
at 5:00 p. m. Al are cordially invited.

Special Sunday Dinner 25 Cents
Soft Drinks Cigars and Tobacco. Rooms to Rent
Newly Furnished

F. ZANDERS, Proprietor

this summer.

Juo B. Foley was in Fairhope
A. Alston of
immer-

man and Wallace Lowellof Chicago
They motored over from Foley.
Mr. Foley said it was his first trip
to Fairhope in tep years and he
noted many improvements. e

.| beautiful orange groves east of
_|town particularly  pleased
party.

the

Tha hraabing of the rence haod halr:

SIETHORIST CHURCH SERWIGES,

REV. G. C. SIMPSON, PASTOR
Preaching Every Other
Sunday__.
Sunday Schodl..............
Epwo rth League....

7:00P. M.
Preaching Every Sundav
evening at.............5:00 P. M.

CHRISTIAR GHURCH ~SERVIGES.

Fairhope Courier
June 11, 1915

A Natioral Bank of
Strength, Service and Appreciation

NATIONAL CITY BANK

MOBILE ALABAMA
Capital, Surplus and Undivided Profits Over $1,000,000.00
Fonr percentinterest paid on Saving Accounts
and Gertificates of Doposit.  Fonr per cent,

NO ACCOUNT TOO SMALL FOR OUR PROMPT AND CAREFUL AT.
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It’s a unique geographical entity of the
State of Alabama, it’s called Clay City,
and that’s exactly what it is. It is not,
of course, an incorporated municipality
nor even a small town in the accepted
sense of the term. Yet it is a place
flourishing in its own economic niche by
performing a function that well lives up to
its name: turning out products manufac-
tured from clay.

To get to Clay City, you take the high-
way from Point Clear on Mobile Bay’s
Eastern Shore, drive almost to Fish River,
and turn left on a blacktop road marked
with the directional sign, “Fairhope Clay
Products.” The road ends abruptly at a
turn on a large cliff overlooking a bend of
the Fish River. Look under the cliff and
there you gaze upon a startling, strange
sight: a conglomeration of conical, adobe
and red brick huts, with rail tracks
running down “streets.” It’s got the looks
of a little city from another world.

This is Clay City, Alabama.

APRIL 1967

N G PP e o i L
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These little huts are the kilns of the
Fairhope Clay Products Co., and it is
here where B. H. Jennings, Jr., and his
family operates a brick and tile manufac-
turing plant for supplying construction
projects, for patios, for driveways, for any
other project requiring products of clay.

The place where Clay City thrives is
a piece of history. From the time, long
ago, when the Spanish first guided their
vessels into Mobile Bay, Fish River and
other streams feeding into the bay were
extensions of ocean commerce. Long be-
fore Mobile was permanently established
as a major port, these other rivers were
competing for the sailing ship and in-
dustrial trade. The ships came up the
various rivers to haul out oak timbers,
pine lumber and naval stores. At that
time, Fish River was deep and clear, and
the old schooners sailed to the wide turn-
ing basin in the river’s bend where Clay
City now lies, and docked at a landing
alongside two pottery factories. They

31



came for a speciality of the area—earthen
jugs, used for bottling vinegar, molasses
and rum. ‘

The same clay that made quality
earthen jugs in those early times today
makes good brick and tile for modern
markets. '

From those same clay pits, Fairhope
Clay Products Co. obtains its principal
raw material. The clay is ground to the
proper consistency, augered into a moving
slab of soft beige “fudge” and then steel
wires on turning wheels automatically
cut the clay slab into brick or tile. After
air-drying, the brick are cooked in the
little oven huts, or kilns, for eight days.
Then it goes out into the channels of na-
tional and world commerce.

Perhaps you have heard the old joke
about the entrepreneur who “made an-
tiques while you wait.” Well, Clay City
does the same thing, too, in principle,
and it’s no joke. Old brick are turned out
of the ovens by smearing lime on the face
of the brick and baking it on. It looks old
and used, and it fills a growing demand
for this particular item in the construc-
tion field.

Where the demand calls for it, brick
from Clay City also can be processed to
take on a black, sooty surface, by using
manganese dioxide powder. This powder
gets to Clay City in a roundabout way in-
volving the Port of Mobile. First, man-
ganese ore is unloaded at the Alabama
State Docks from ships that picked it up

in Africa. Then it moves by rail car up
the rivers to the Lavino & Co. plani in
York, Ala. These ores come back in 100-
pound bags of manganese dioxide powder
for use at Clay City.

Mr. Jennings and his family live on a
beautiful site overlooking Fish River. The
residence is built on a foundation of huge
layers of pottery shard — rejects and
broken bits from the old pottery opera-
tions of many years ago.

Not only that, but the two Jennings
sons, Bart III and Ralph, have brought
up whole, intact earthen jugs of yore from
the bottom of Fish River. These jugs were
rejects from the old pottery operations,
each with a small imperfection such as a
blistered side, a broken handle, or a
cracked top. Rejects were simply thrown
into the river by the old pottery makers.

These jugs have been used by Mrs.
Jennings to line the path from the old
river landing to the patio, and in the
house to line the stairs to her boys’ room.
Also retrieved from <the river bottom
were a couple of excellent specimens of
old whisky-sipping jugs. They are now
ornaments in a house full of artifacts
gathered from diggings as far away as
Panama — a hobby avidly pursued by
Mrs. Jennings.

So that is Clay City, Alabama.

You won’t find any place elsewhere in}
Alabama quite like it.



home-site in “Clay City.”’
The brick ovens nestled in
their surroundings are

strange sites for this area.




Spanish £lavor

Francisco Aldecoa, Jr., studying his honorary citizen-
ship of the City of Mobile.

( Above) Shtps agent in Mobile, Ted Fillette, second
from rtght and State Docks Director Feaster enjoying
an evening aboard the MAR CANTEBRICO, on her

first voyage.

(Left) Welcoming Captain Roberto Egurrola to the Port
of Mobile are Mobile's Mayor Arthur Outlaw, Docks
Director H. H. Feaster, and Boolw Hill, Vice Presi-
dent of the Mobile Jaycees.



Bricks are being made from
clay coming from the same
clay pits used over 100

years ago.
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By EARL SWEATT
Press Register Reporter

Clay can be found in many
colors and the average house-
wife in Alabama knows that
it’s one of the hardest forms
of soil to remove from the
toddlers’ play togs and the
livingroom carpet.

But clay, besides: being
something that children and
adults like to play in, is a big
product in Alabama and'\espe-
‘cially in the Southeastern sec-
tion of the state.

A report released by the
University of Alabama Geolo-
gy Department “Clays of
Southeastern Alabama’” writ-

ten by Otis M. Clarke Jr.,.

with the cooperation of the'

Bureau of Mines, Tuscaloosa '

Metallurgy Research Labora-
tory, U.S. Department of In-
terior, stated that more than
600,000 tons of clay, kaolin and
bauxite were mined and pro-
cessed in the area in 1966.

ECONOMIC BOOST

In terms of money brought
into the economy of the state
it means about $1,800,000 an-
nually. With new and more
automated processes nNow
being installed in some of the
operations this amount will
probably be greatly in-
creased. :

Clay is mined in various
counties in the state with
Russell, Dale, Escambia and
Baldwin counties leading in
the mining of clay for use in
making brick.

Bauxite and kaolin are
mined primilarly in Barbour
and Henry counties and are
used in the manufacture of
refractory products such as
firebrick, furnace linings and
other super-heat duty brick.
These minerals are also used
in chemical production, par-
ticularly in the manufacture
of aluminous chemicals for
the paper industry.

AUTOMATION

Automation ~and moderniza-
tion have greatly improved
the mining as well as the
manufacturing of clay and
clay products throughout the
state.

Once the manufacturing of
bricks was a time consuming
process which took months to
accomplish. Today the same
process can be completed in a
matter of days, and with bet-
ter results.

A good example of the up-
to-date methods now em-
ployed in the brick and tile
industry is found at the
Fairhope Clay Products, Co.,
still known by many as Clay
City, in Baldwin County.

Before automation Baldwin
County Company, established
in 1902, and now owned by Mr.
and Mrs. Bart Jennings, could
produce up to 100,000 bricks
a month, when the weather
was right. If the humidity was
high the production was
greatly reduced bhecause it

. took the bricks longer to dry
enough to put in the kilns for

the final drying.

At the present Fairhope
Clay Products is installing a
modern pushbutton operation
which will increase production
to. §00,000. bricks, no matter
what_the weather conditions.
Under the old system it took

. six to'\eight weeks to pre-dry
“the bricks. This has been re-

duced to approximately three
days. |

Loading the brick in the 32
feet ‘diameter kilns for the
final &ying at one time was
done B:' manual labor #nd
was a buk breaking job. To-
day the 'pricks are pre-
stacked on flathed platforms
and stacked"n gne of the five
bee-hive dowi.graft kilns by
forklift. They \te haked ap-
proximately 100 aurs at 2,300
degrees in the gayfjred kilns.

MANY USES

Brick making is ons gne of
the many uses of clay.qne of
the oldest forms of art wown
to man is the molding o??lay
into pottery and other fomg
of ceramics.

According to State Geologis
P. E. LaMoreaux, raw mate-
rials suitable for commercial
ceramic use do occur in much
of the Southeastern sector of
Alabama.

In fact the art of pottery
had *been practiced in this
area long before the white

EVIDENCE OF POTTERY—Jugs found at
the bottom of Fish River, shown in the
background, give evidence that at one time
a pottery plant was situated on the very

1649

grounds where the Fairhope Clay Products

man stumbled upon the
shores of the New World. The

American Indian was an ar-
tist in his own right when it
came to making products of
clay, especially for food,
drink, or storage.

Years ago a village, now
known as Fairhope, was es-
tablished as an art colony,
and the ceramics produced
there were among the finest
in the world.

In the surrounding area of
the Fairhope brickyard, situa-
ated on Fish River, evidence
can be found that at one time
‘E making of pottery was a

iving business. The Jen-
ﬂ‘*:s sons, Bart and Ralph,

a% secovered various sizes
a."fl Dnes of jugs from the
TIVET Wlym, Also on the riv-

er banks numerous lids to
vases have been uncovered
indicating that some of them
were of a large dimension.

According to some histori-
ans, the clay from the Jen-
nings pits has been transport-
ed to New Orleans, also the
clay to make the bricks at
Fort Morgan came from these
very same pits.

Ceramic making itself is
being taken over DBy ma-
chines.

Only a few of the high
schools and grade schools still
teach ceramics. Mainly their
teaching efforts in the art
form are directed toward the
industrial arts, according to
Lloyd L. Patten, art instruc-
tor at the University of South
Alabama.

Patten, along with art in-

Co. is now located. Bart and Ralph Jen-
nings, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Bart Jennings,
owners of the brick works, found the jugs
while swimming in the river.

structors in the various eol-
leges and universities around
the country, is teaching the
students the hows and whys of
ceramics, as an art.

The people who work with
clay and clay products some-
times dig their own clay to
work with.

The mixing of the clay is a
very important process, ac-
cording to Patten, and some
of the formulas which have
been worked out through
years of trial and error are
closely guarded secrets which
are passed from generation to
generation.

One of the men greatly in-
terested in the clay products
in this area is Edmond C.
Dean, art instructor at the
Mobile State Junior College.
His main interest lies in earth-
enware products and he
digs his own clay and mixes it
to his specifications. When
asked the location of his dig-
gings he replied, “I’d rather
not say.”
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RECEIVING A NEW CROWN—Workmen hope brickyard. Automation has taken over
are busy putting a new crown on one of the
five bee-hive type kilns used at the Fair-

éLAY ‘,PIT’—;This is only one of the many

clay pits found in the southeastern section
of the state. In the above photo the crane
is usedito dig the clay from the pit, located

e et R U

lay Products Add $1,800,000 To Area’s Economy

most of the operations of the plant and
production will be vastly increased.

near the Fairhope Clay Products Co. The
clay is then loaded onto dump trucks to be
transported to the brickyard.




Bookmobile To Continue
Operating During 1971

SUMMERDALE, Ala. (Spe-|will continue next week. It will

cial) — The Baldwin County Li-|follow this schedule of stops| !

brary Service will offer bookmo-|throughout Baldwin County:

bile service to residents through-| Monday — Week’s Bay at 9|
out the county in 1971. a.m. at the Head Start School;|

The Bookmobile was begun in|Magnolia Springs at 9:45 a.m. at|
the summer of 1970 as a special(the Community House; Point|:

opportunity to those persons to!Clear at 2 p.m. at the post of
whom regular library facilities|fice; Sec.-Twin Beach Road at
were not readily available. p.m. at James’ Store, and Mar

1t is operated out of the Sum-|low at 4 p.m. at the Methodis
merdale library office, the cen-|Church.

tral- book depository for the| Wednesday — Elberta at 9|

county, under the direction of li-\a.m. at the post office; Lillian at
brary coordinators Mrs. Gretch-(10 a.m. at Mt. Moriah Church;
en: Schénk and Mrs. Elizabeth|Lillian at 10:40 a.m. at the post
Heidelberg. office; Perdido Beach at 12:30

The bookmobile’s re gular|p.m. at the Grocery Store; Jose-
route= -was discontinued last|phine at 1:30 p.m. at Ross Point
week due to the holidays, but it|and Settlement, and Miflin at 3

.m. at Wolf Bay Lodge.
p.m. a
“Lis.l. ith US' Retarded Children
wi Aid Group To Meet
Remember DAPHNE, Ala. — The Bald-

WE wi“ BU'LD Win Aid to Retarded.Children

will hold the first meeting of the
on YOUR Lot or OURS ||new year Monday, at 7:30 p.m.
at Nicholson Center in Daphne.

G A v l N On the agenda will be setting

. | [the date for the election of offi-

REAL_ ESTATE cers for the new year. Mrs. Sal-

Spanish Fort ly Sales, secretary, said that the

433-3723 BARC-sponsored Kitty Korner in

E Fairhope will resume classes
e Monday.

Quality

ROOFING

e FREE Estimate

® Top Quality Merchandise
e All Work Guaranteed

. Call Collect — 937-8972 or 937-4741
" Bay Minette e Robertsdale

... a New service to you

COMPLETE

FURNIT
Rebuilt, Reﬁnlshed
Corniees,” Draperies, Slipcovers, Bed-
spreads, Wallpaper, Lattice Shades,
Carpeting and Rugs.

Mrs. Dean Wendland . . 928-5608
Mr, Lowell Powell . . . 928-9306

-«PQWEL UPHOLSTERY SHUP

. PATTON. ACCOUNTING & TAX'
~ SERVICES, INC.

.. Mildred Patton, President:
OPEN 12 MONTHS A YEAR
Main Office—Fairhope, Ala.—921-2188
3 OFFICES TO SERVE YOU

la. Waynesboro, Miss, Fairhope, Ala.
e gham t 307 Perdido Ave.

i Y.
Red‘Carpet Hotel Lobby Eastwood Dr.

HARDWARE HEADQUARTERS

WE HAVE A COMPLETE LINE OF
HARDWARE SUPPLIES - COME IN AND
PICK UP WHAT YOU NEED - NOW!

Carlisle Hdwe & Appliance Co., Inc.

1728 Main Street - Daphne, Ala. — 626-2719

Come celebrate1971

Dixie Darlings

. |of not less than the minimum

0n 90 Low-Rent Units —=

. |“Promises, promises, promises” funits will be included.

- |at the City of Foley’s Housing|total cost of the project is ex-
. |Authority office - added that|pected to exceed $5 million.

; . y
Contractors are right now, in|the units are to be built. Th

| |fact, figuring costs to submit| The housing authority has also um Sun s

| |bids for the building of 90 low-|made application for 50 leased

| |rent housing units. The bids are[ouses, Sadowski added, as well Foley' A'a.

¢ |partment of Housing and Urban
i |Development in Washington has

| |are provisions for equal employ-

Thursday, December 31, 1970 Press Register—3

FURNITURE SALE

Foley Sets Bid Opening | Newandused_

MATTHEWS COMPANY

FOLEY, Ala. (Special) —fheaters and central heating

has been the program at 206| The units in the urban renewal
Laurel St. this year. But Execu-|project will have a total living
tive Director Richard Sadowskilarea of 88,044 square feet. The

much preparation has accompa-| They will be built on scattered
nied the promises. sites throughout the Aaronville
Sadowski stated that shortly|section in Foley between Michi-
after the first of the year the|gan,K Road, Ninth Avenue, Oak
carefully laid groundwork of his|Street and Pine Street.

agency will shift into actual con-| Sadowski said the Housing Au-
struction work on the new houses|thority has already acquired ti-
promised Aaronville residents. |[tle to all of the land on which

set for opening at 2 p.m. Thurs-|as for 50 more housing assist-

3 h i -|ance units to be made available
?;gﬁ{;,agfﬁlct.at T A to the low-income families of 943-846 1

Foley.

The contract will be awarded
60 days thereafter, when the De-

See Us For All
'Your Automotive Needs

WESTERN AUTO
Associate Store

BILL STRICKLAND, Owner, Manager
* 102 N. SECTION FAIRHOPE, ALA.

accepted the bid of a contrac-
tor who has met with all federal
eligibility requirements.

Some of those requirements

estern
uto

THE FAMILY STORE
AND CATALOG ORDER CENTER

ment opportunity and payment

salaries and wages as set forth 928-2353
in the specifications.
The 90 units will be built as 45| §
duplexes. Each will provide AFTER THE P ARTY,S OVER
from one to five bedrooms. The

units will have terrazzo floors.

Stoves, refrigerators, water en'oy a
Foley OES Plans . Breaktest Butﬁet
‘Nfficare” Ni  withusa
e W e

ficers’ Night”” has been set for
Jan, 11 by the Foley chapter of
the Order of the Eastern Star.
Worthy Matron Pearl Vernon
and Worthy Patron Jess Vernon
will serve as hosts along with
Mrs. Frankie Hansen Jr. of Gulf
Shores.

The Foley Chapter No. 142
meets every second and fourth
Monday at the Foley Masonic
Hall.

Officers who will be featured
at the special meeting, in addi-
tion to Mr. and Mrs. Vernon, are
Avis Redditt, associate matron;
Tom Steele, associate patron;
Norma Schneeflock, secretary;

Zona Cross. . treasurer: Rubv
arter, conductress; Jackie

Stockes, associate conductress;
Louise Childress, chaplain; Fran
{Hansen, marshal; Essie Hart-
ley, organist; Doris Sansbury,
Adah; Jewell Cameron, Ruth;
Evora Deason, Esther; Annie
Nelson, Martha; Peggy Wilson,
Electa; Ruby Johnson, warder,
and Monte Jonson, sentinel.

Mrs. Cameron, Mrs. Homer
Singleton and Hilton Hartley
serve as trustees for the organi-
zation,

N AM AN ’S meals  F00D STORE
8 A.M. 'til 8 P.M. @ SPANISH FORT, ALA. ® HWY. 31
(1Y2 Miles North of Spanish Fort Hill)
@

e STIRTING ON JANUARY T
ANNOUNCING NAyAN'S WILL BE OPEN

FROM 6:30 ax 11 00 e,
1 4 DAYS A WEEK!!

COUNTRY SMOKED FRESH FRESH -

Gulf Shores, Ala.

Breakfast
Buffet

ENJOY THE BOWL GAMES
ON GOLOR TV

(Both In The Lounge and Lobby)

obiday v

'GULF SHORES, ALAE SV A

PORK PORK
SENIOR BOWL BOUND — Two Baldwin teammates. In the lower photo, standing, Hams § 49ﬁ,' SHOULDERS39“,. STEAKS 49 Ib.

County beauties, now attending the Univer- are Kathy Cowling of Robertsdale, left,
small hen TURKEYS (8-101bs.)..SPECIAL 34¢:,

with us ,

sity of Southern Mississippi, will partici- and Tammy O’Neal of Birmingham. Kneel-
pate in the half-time show during the Senior  ing are captains Sanfra Ange, left, of Eden-
Bowl Game, Jan. 9, in Mobile. In the up- ton, N.C., and Betty Jo Richardson of Au-

hoto, Lorinda Smith of Fairhope, burndale, Fla. These four constitute the i g T
i bt A Cariine. Hulbatd; Yotk oF . otficers of o Tisle Darlings. Eutelt st FRESH CuUT _ CHOKE CHOICE CHOICE
DeFuniak Springs, Fla., Debbie Southall, cision dance and drill team. Round Steak Sirloin steak T-BONE STEAK RUMP ROAST

center, of Panama City, Fla., and 47 other

99: 1199: I 1% | 69

LEAN TENDER SHOULDER SHOULDER CENTER CUT FIRST CUT

Round Steakif ROUND ROAST || Pork Chops || Pork Chops
89: | 69: | 99: | 69:

WE HAVE SMOKED & FRESH JOWL FOR NEW YEAR’S
—=—===BEEF FOR YOUR FREEZER

U.S.D.A. CHOICE WESTERN BEEF * CUT-WRAPPED-QUICK FROZEN
& LABELED * UP TO 6 MOS. FINANCING AVAILABLE

CHOICE HINDQUARTERS .................69®.
FOREQUARTERS..........cccccitiviccianadD'ib.
% ERE (SMAOB) « oo ian i i s ss e iR IR
BEEE LOINR. . v oo e minitioniiinin annis o6 s s B9 I

NAMAN'S WILL BE OPEN ALL DAY NEW YEAR'S

e hew
atsuns are here'

The best value in economy cars is even
better in 1971,

Come in and see what Datsun gives
you in 1971 that others still charge extra for.

For instance, the 1971 4-Door 510
Sedan gives you—

® 96 HP overhead cam engine o

®» Whitewall tires a n

® Tinted glass o

m Fully reclining bucket seats

m Nylon carpeting OFF

m Safety front disc brakes
- ® Two-speed electric windshield wipers

oar, DU il make 197 on ofyour st Sale Starts Saturday, January 2nd
and Lasts Through Saturday, January 9th

_ DATSUN= || “7pr HARBOR SHOP

/,?a/me moto,- Com any Located in Fairhope Hardware

Robertsdale, Ala. 36567 Phone 947 2642 H
cbertsdale, Ala. 36567 Pho 337 Fairhope Avenue
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South Alabama Industry Rises From Baldwin County Clay

STORY AND PHOTOS BY JAMES JOHNSON

Thursday, December 31, 1970,

Seventy-five tons of clay are used each day to
produce 30,000 bricks at Fairhope City Products,
according to Ralph Jennings, general sales-manag-
er.

The brick are made by a method called “stiff-
mud.” Clay and sand are mixed together and run
through a pug mill, which mixes the material into a
substance called ‘‘bulk.”

Before the bulk reaches the brick machine, it
goes through several different processes. It first
goes into a degenerator chamber. From there the
apron feeder carries it to a smooth role crusher.
The bulk is then passed through another degenera-
tor chamber and into another pug mill which mixes
the material into smaller molecules.

Before entering the brick machine the clay is

8

de-aired by a vacuum chamber attached to the
brick machine.

The bulk is then forced through an opening or
die in the brick machiné to form a long ribbon. The
ribbon is sliced into bricks by evenly spaced wires
in the brick cutter.

After being formed, the bricks are put in a hu-
midity dryer for 54 hours. The bricks are then
placed in a 12-hour water soaking period.

The bricks are next stacked in furnaces called
kilns, where they are burned for 96 hours. The kilns
are heated by gas and the heat rises slowly until it
reaches 2,060 degrees.

After burning, the bricks are smoked for 12

hours, cooled and pre-stacked 500 to a packeage
for shipment.

W

The pug mill mixes clay and sand

Wire cutter divides clay into brick-shaped pieces

) P

n

Clay used for making bricks

Bricks are ready for shipment
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CLAY CITY, FAIRHOPE, U.S.A.

A BEEHIVE OF

by Kay Nuzum

Baldwin County has been
blessed with an abundance of
natural resources but few have
been handled as skillfully and
uniquely as the rich clay de=-
posits lining the banks of Fish
River at Clay City. From the
picturesque kilns here, come
the finished clay products of
which the ingenious, industrious
Bart Jennings, Jr, family is
understandably proud.

Fairhope Clay Products, Inc,
better known locally as Clay
City, is located about seven
miles due east of Point Clear,
This family enterprise sup-
plies building projects with a
variety of clay products, Al-
though 18 varieties of face brick
are made, ten times as many
of the simulated old brick are
sold than any other, Patiobrick,
a solid type which takes longer
to fire, is another popular one,
A long, narrow Roman brick is
the same size and shape as
that made during the days of the
Old Roman Empire, Clay City
manufactures the only Roman
brick in Alabama,

Fish River clays, ranging
from the best brick clays to
find ceramic and pottery clays,
are supposedly the largest clay
deposits of their kind south of
the Ohio River, Alabama’s Geo-
logical Survey Map #83 shows
that clay resources of Bald-
win County which crop out so
abundantly on Fish River date
back to the Miocene geological
age,

It is from this rich deposi-
tory of nature that clays are
dug and transformed intobrick,
structural tile and sewer pipe
at Clay City, Most clays are dug
from a depth of three feet to
depths of 40 to 50 feet - all
within 200 feet of Fish River,

A Family Industry

Clay City is a sterling ex-
ample of a family industry
where the hearts of all its mem=-
bers and their employees are in
the business, Bart Jennings, Jr,
burns the kilns and casts an
expert, fatherly eye over the
entire “beehive’’ of activity,
Number One son, Bart I, is
in charge of production, Number
Two son, Ralph, (a decorated
veteran of the Viet Nam Con-
flict) handles the sales,

Although Mother Beverly’s
station is the office, her lithe,
willowy figure can be seen flit-
ting about the plant wherever
she may be needed, delivering
messages, and handing out
praise and encouragement on
her rounds, Besides being of-
fice-keeper, and time-keeper,
she is also house-keeper, and
at times, grandchildren-keep-
er to grandsons: Bart IV, Bry-
an, and relevantly named Clay;
and granddaughter, Alicia.
Daughters-in-law, Nancye and
Delores are on ready reserve

- whenever needed,

BART JENNINGS, JR. is
justly proud of Fairhope Clay
Products, Inc,

‘Daphne Brown Anderson, al-
though a silent partner inFair-
hope Clay Products, Inc, con-
tinues to be intensely interest-
ed in what goes on at Clay
City, She is president of the
Single Tax Colony and lives
in Fairhope.

Oscar Sterrett is a valued
part time bookkeeper, Dan
Gardner has been a trusted
employee since the brick plant’s
inception in 1916, and Willie
0’Cain since 1926, Drag line
operator in the clay pit, Sid-
ney Thompson, has been on
his job since the early thirt-
ies, In addition to the full time
employees, ten part time lo-
cal high school students are also
on the payroll.

Everyone works at Clay City
-- even a herd of 30 goats which
keep the compound clean by
nibbling away at brush and bush=
es, “Dirt daubers’, or pipe
organ wasps, know where the
action is, too, The old drying
sheds are full of homes of
these original potters, Occas-
ionally a clay habitation of the
rare potter wasp is found, This
solitary wasp is an uncommon
architect, fashioning its unique
home into a jug-like abode,

Modernization And
Automation

In 1968 the family got its
heads together and realized
they had to get bigger or get
out of the clay products bu_si-
ness, .

«We obtained a small busi-
pess loan, installed modern
equipment and automation, and
increased our production from
100,000 to 600,000 bricks per
month regardless of weather
conditions,” explained Bever-
ly Jennings,

BEEHIVES OF activity on Fish River,

VIEW OF CLAY PIT with its rich deposits of fine grade

(Photo by Kay Nuzum) _

clays used at Fairhope Clay Products, Inc,

(Photo by Kay Nuzum)

LEBERT McCLELLAN removing needed clay from re-

serve pile with case loader.

(Photo by Kay Nuzum)

L

'

=

Lot

OLD EARTHEN JUGS recovered from bottom of 7ish

River by the two Jennings’ sons,

¢Pre-drying time has been
reduced from six to eight weeks
in the old drying sheds to only
three days by our new method
in the modern pre-drying areas,
Bricks and tile are then baked
at an average of 2300 degrees
for approximately 100 hours in
the five gas-fired, down-draft,
beehive kilns,’” she continued.

“Being a small plant, we can
copy any type of special brick
as was done for the new First
National Bank of Fairhope re=-
cently completed, Also, at the
present time, we are furnish-
ing a special face of brick for
the addition to St, Paul’s Luth-
eran Church in Foley,”” Bever-
1y proudly added,

Frank Brown Created

Clay City In 1916

Family interest in Clay City
actually was initiated at the turn
of the century when the Fairhope
Single Tax Colony (originally
called the Fairhope Industrial
Association) invited Beverly
Jenning’s grandfather, Frank
Brown, of Des Moines, Iowa, to
bring industry intothe Fairhope
area,

Frank Brown came to Bald-
win County in 1896, liked what
he saw and stayed., He set up
a business - or rather business-
es - on the southeastern corner
of Greeno Road and Morphy, His

. letterheads read: “Dealer in
Lumber, Brick, Drain Tile,
Pottery, Wood Turning, Rice
Hulling and Corn Grinding.”
This ingenious and versatile
man repairéd clocks and watch-
‘es, too, And since there was no
dentist in town he also extract-
ed troublesome teeth! Although
not generally known, Frank
Brown designed the steamer,
Fairhope, which was built in the
late 1890’s just north of the
present municipal pier in Fair-
hope.

Taking time out to fish one
day in 1902 on Fish River,
Frank Brown noticed the
stratum of clays which lined
the river bank, His interest was
naturally intensified since his
father-in-law operated a brick
and tile factory in Denmark,
Ohio,

After experimenting with the
clays he found they were of an
excellent grade, Foreseeing a
possible thriving business, he
began to set up a business at
the present site of Clay City,
While establishing the busi-
ness he sold the highly priced
clays to Newcomb Potteries in
New Orleans, (Today’s Sophia
Newcomb College is located on

(Photo by Kay Nuum)

the old Newcomb btteries
site,)

To expand the clay goducts
plant at Clay City, a goup of
Fairhope men formeda cor-
poration, which failed during
the Great Depression in the
early thirties,

Frank Brown’s daghter,
Daphne, bought back th: plant
and her brother, Ralph, sera-
ted it, It has been ownec and
operated by members o: the
family since, Frank Browi re-
mained active in the company
until his death in 1940, Bererly
and her husband, Bart Jenrings,
Jr, came into the busineis in
1956, Beverly’s mother and
father, Lucille (Wienand) and
Ralph Brown, with Ralph’ssis-
ter and husband, Daphne and
Byron Anderson, wereassocia-
ted with the industry at Clay
City from the 1920’s until the
late 1960’s.

Clay City Has
Fascinating
Early History

Recalling the days Indizns
roamed our land called Baldvin
we would find the artistic and
resourceful Creeks modeling
Fish River clays into contain-
ers for food, drink and stor-
age,

Then in turn the Spanish ex-
plorers and colonizers all have

been known to use Baldwin.

County clays for making pot-
tery.

After the War of 1812 Fort
Bowyer, renamed Fort Morgan

in honor of General Daniel Mo;-, .

gan of Revolutionary fame, was
rebuilt with bricks fashioned
from Fish River clay,

Numerous pottery jugs re-
covered from the bottom of
Fish River by the two Jen-
nings sons prove that pottery
making was a thriving busi-
ness at the Clay City site well
over 100 years ago. These
earthen jugs were no doubt re-
jects of an antebellum pottery
since they all seem to have
slight imperfections - small
cracks, chips, or blistered
sides, Many lids to earthen
containers indicate that some
were of large dimensions,

At the wide turning basin of
the river’s bend schooners and
later steamers docked along-
side the pottery plant and lead-
ed a variety of jugs which were
in great demand for bottling
rum, molasses, vinegar, beer,
etc,

It has been ascertained thata
Josephus Gable and his family
operated a pottery at Clay City

THIS MACHINE grinds, dries, and piles the clay ready

to be used,

(Photo by Keith Wood)"

THE CLAY IS FED into this hopper after which it goes
through an apron feeder where it undergoes three more

grindings,

(Photo by Keith Wood)

FRANK BROWN, family and
at ¢‘lighting of first kiln’’ ceremonies in ’916 (Frank

Brown stands near center of

interested Fairhope friends

group, The second woman

from left seated in first row is Marietta Johnson, founder

of Organic School in Fairhope,)

for over 70 years since before
the Civil War, They made flow-
er pots, butter pots with lids,
and two-three-four and five gal-
lon jugs and churns, His daugh-
ter, Bell, could turn out a five-
gallon churn with no effort.

During the Civil War Gener-

al E, R, S, Canby began the

siege of Mobile, the Eastern
maneuver was to have been one
side of a huge pincers move=-
ment against the port city. Two

divisions of the 13th Infantry
bivouaced for 9 days between

the present site of the Jennings
home and Cowpen Creek, Re-
mains of the breastworks and
gun emplacements can still be
seen, Ironically, the officer in
command of the two divisions
encamped on Fish River was a
great uncle of Beverly Jen-
nings!

About five years ago Minnie
Gachtire Gable visited the Jen-
nings at Clay City. (As a young
girl she had come to the United
States with her father, a doctor
who had been called to the Gulf
Coast tohelp wipe out the dread-
ed yellow fever.)

Aunt Minnie reminisced about
the four wonderful years she and
her husband, Will Gable, had
spent making pottery on Fish
River, She recalled how mighty
handy were the earthen beer
jugs to throw at the rattlers
that threatened to invade their
home during unusually high wa-
ters when Davis Dam up river
broke.

Another episode she related
was when Alonzo Hall started
down the hill with a loaded cart
of clay tied to the bak of his
buggy. His horse bucked and

ran straight into the river,
Lorenzo dove in, cut the harness
and saved his horse, Later the
buggy was retrieved and now
joins the many artifacts of by-
gone days collected by the Jen-
nings family.

Aunt Minnie vividly remem-
bered the still, silvery moon-
light nights on the river - the
Baldwin Hotel, the boisterous
saloon across the river, the riv-
er boats with their string bands
going past their landing,

After the 1906 hurricane
washed the Gable pottery out
of business, Will and Minnie
moved to Biloxi where Will
became a Gulf fisherman, Af-
ter Will’s death Minnie con-
tinued to live on the Missis-
sippi coast, She eagerly plan-
ned another trip to her belov-
ed Fish River, But death took
her just a year ago, still 90
years young at heart,

* ok k % X% ;

These then are the predom-
inant factors that have been
woven into the tapestry that is
Clay City’s story: Nature’s gen-
erous deposits of the right kinds
of clays eons ago; a fascin-
ating background of American
history; a proud family heri-
tage including a versatile
grandfather with a vision; an
esprit de corps among mem-
bers of a remarkable modern
family; a touching loyalty of
co-workers; a smooth transi-
tion to automation resulting in
the manufacture of better clay
products with the least possi-
ble effort - the future looks
mighty bright for Fairhope Clay
Products, Inc,! ;

RALPH JENNINGS checking temperature of one of the

kilns,

machine of the industry, Along

CARL STIMPSON, AND Bart Jennings, III, tending ““heart”

(Photo by Kay Nuzum)

a conveyor the clay goes into

a pug mill and vacuum chamber from which it is extruded
in a solid column to a cutter where 18 bricks are cut at one

time,

(Photo by Keith Wood)

WILLIAM HOLLINGER shown uﬁloading bricks from

kiln onto fork lift,

(Photo by Kay Nuzum)

MRS, BART JENNINGS, Jr. checking bricks ready to be
(Photo by Kay Nuzum)

removed from kiln,

THESE BRICK ARE READY to be loaded onto the truck

to be delivered to the customer,

(Photo by Keith Wood)
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A family affair

The sixth generation of Jennings
offspring were busy stacking bricks at
Fairhope Clay Products Co. during their

spring break from school. Pictured are,

Fairhope Clay Products Co.:

left to right, Daphne Jennings, 14; Brian
Jennings, 16, and Clay Jennings, 14.
Not pictured is Arlene Jennings, 12.

A successful family business
learning how to diversify

By GRAHAM HEATH
Baldwin PEOPLE Writer
CLAY CITY, Ala. — Frank

Brown was one of the earliest
proponents of the Single Tax
philosophy to chuck aside the
civilized comforts of Des
Moines, Iowa, for the relative
wilds of Fairhope.

Along with his family, he
also brought the skills of brick
making, and soon had a
modest business with a clay
pit at the southeast corner of
Morphy Avenue and Greeno
Road, near the tight-knit
community revolving around
Mobile Bay.

By 1916, Brown had dis-
covered and moved his opera-
tion to the clay resources of
“Clay City,” a scenic area
situated on a bluff at Fish
River about 10 miles southeast
of Fairhope and considered to
be one of the largest clay
deposits south of the Ohio
River.

From those humble begin-
nings, the business remains
family-owned within a curious
— but effective — combination
of turn-of-the-century equip-
ment being operated alongsxde
modern technology by six
generations of family mem-
bers.

Ralph Jennings, whose
grandfather founded the
business, has taken over the
reins of the firm from his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bart
Jennings Jr., and is using his
own business savvy to keep the
firm family owned and to
compete as a small business
owner in a field which has
been predominantly taken
over by large corporations.

Jennings says he’s now act-
ing as a broker for large firms,
while maintaining a market
for small orders.

‘““We have about 80 kinds of
brick available for our
customers,’”” Jennings says.
‘‘But we can match any kind of
brick for families who want to
add to their houses.”’

The most unusual order for
the firm may have been a
request from the city of Mobile
for 350,000 bricks to re-
construct Fort Conde, which
was completed in 1976. But
orders of less than 100 bricks
are also received, he says, for
repair or additions to homes.

‘““‘But the demand has been so
great (for bricks) that we are
now selling for three or four
major companies. We can’t
really bid on an equal basis on
large projects with the major
brick-making firms because
they have ‘push button’
technology. I am acting as a
broker for major projects, and

still supply specialized brick
from our operation for
smaller orders.”’

The firm has 10 employees,
which includes Bart Jennings
IV in sales and Bruce Jennings
who installs specialized orders
locally. Four grandchildren
also work at the company
during school vacations and in
the summer.

‘“Olde Chicago’’ brick re-
mains their best seller, Jen-
nings says. And contractors
for construction of a country
club in Victoria, Texas, was
willing to wait four months for
delivery of a specialized brick.
The firm also provided the
brick for the recent addition to
Thomas Hospital.

The company’s new kiln can
cure nearly a quarter of a
million brick with natural gas,
and the modernized plant can
produce 800,000 bricks per
month.

But less than 100 feet away
from the modern additions is

an immense 110-horsepower
diesel which provides the
power for the original plant.
Installed around 1916, the
diesel engine still provides
enough power to run the old
plant and is used during the
summer months.

‘The old plant survived the
ravages of Hurricane
Frederic, but a smokestack is
the qnly remnant of the or-
iginal kiln, which remains
surrounded by the new addi-
tions.

‘“My children are working
here during their spring
break,’”’ Jennings says, wiping
the sweat from his forehead
and looking toward the dusty
plant. ‘‘They will decide
someday what they want to do
here, or if they want to work
here.

‘“But if the bottom drops out
of the business, we’ll still have
this spectacular view of Fish
tl})i:e’:,r — and that will be OK,

Specialized production

Ralph Jennings, manager of Fairhope Clay Products
Co., examines a stack of Roman brick manufactured at
the Clay City firm. Jennings says he is the only brick
producer in the Southeast who is still manufacturing
the product. Behind Jennmgs IS a kiln constructed
around 1940.
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Fourth of a series

Valarie Webb
ff Writer -

veral years ago, Beverly
prepared a booklet to
share with the Girl Scout troops

‘ .,u-who toured her family’s business, -

‘; Fairhope Clay Products.
., “Historic places are just sec-
. tions of our country where people
H have lived and left a written re-
«, cord for other people to read, re-
; ,member and _enjoy,” she wrote.
at is why we feel Cla: City
' deserves a place in history.
This observation seems appro-
pnate since the area east of
g Falrhope known as Clay City —
i the largest deposit of natural clay
! south of the Ohio River — is
I documented in written records as
! | far back as 1711. French settlers
m Mobile wrote of the kind
\ tment they received from In-
. dians living along the d ncl
lban‘kﬁ of the Fish River,
welcomed their Eumpenn
rs, provi g‘ﬂiem m with food
,~and a safe haven from Mobile’s
raging yellow-fever epidemic.
A century later, after the War

the bncks to rebuild Fort Mor-

-

i
i
: of 1812, Clay Caty mines supplied -
i

civic leaders including Marietta
Johnson, whose pottery classes at
the Orgamc School used potter’s
wheels designed by Brown.

The first brick produced at
Fairhope Clay Products were
made four at a time in a wooden
mold. Raw clay was dug with
hand shovels, a labonous process.

Bricks were dried in the sun and

fired in kilns fueled with pine
lighter knots.

It wasn’t long before pro
found its way to the Fish River
business. In 1926, larger kilns
were constructed and fired with
coal. A new engine was installed
with the capacity of producing
30,000 brick each day. This ex-

pansion was made possible by a

group of early Fairhope busi-

nessmen who incorporated to

provide the necessary funds. Un-
fortunately, they could not
foresee the eminent Depression
years. In the early "30s, the bugl
was lost. 3 o I8
Brown Anderson.

anhne

. The Gable famlly established a

i
]

'L formidable pottery-making oper-
+=ation on the site in 1860. Their
business flourished, turning out
‘ dreds of jugs, chums, sur-
| veyor’s markers and clay pots.
| During the Civil War, they manu-
i factured jugs used by Confeder-
i ate troops to transport melasses,
| “whiskey, rum, beer and vinegar.
, ~In-those days, wares were ship-
i ''ped by schooner to Mobile and
3 'w Orleans.
| | ©¥A new era began for the Fair-
{ clay industry with the arri-
| “of Frank Brown, a Chicago
| jndustrialist, in 1896. Brown
!
| inyitation of the Fairhope Single
i 1 Tax Colony, who hoped the gifted
i sinessman would establish a
"1 stronglocal industry. .

«Brown apparently liked what
. he saw. He was a versatile man
whose skills ranged from ship-
building — he designed the
“Fairhope,” a steam-driven bay
beat operated by the Fairhope
Mustnal Association — to
watch repair and dentistry. His
" fizst business, located on the cor-
ner of Greeno Road and Morphy
, Avenue, advertised “Dealer in
! Lumber, Brick, Drain Tile, Pot-
+ tery, Wood anmng, Rice Hullmg
| and Corn Grinding.”

i Despite what must have been a
' demanding business schedule,
+ Brown managed to find time to
: fish along the banks of the Fish
i River. It was during an afternoon
! fishing expedition that he first
|
|
!
1]
L]
]
i
i
\

T
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noticed the rich veins of high-
quality clay layered along the
riverbank. Brown’s interest was
aroused; when preliminary tests
revealed that the clay was an
excellent grade for commercial

\_;_)_lbductlon he set about relocat-
ing his existing clay-products
business to Clay City.

Moving the heavy brick-
making machines was no simple
matter in 1915. Without the

dern-day convenience of roads
and trucks, the equipment had to
be hauled down seven miles of
trail behind teams of oxen. Even-
tually, Brown’s set-up was com-
plete. New kilns were built and
new machinery for additional
clay products were installed. The
first firing of the brick kiln was a
festive occasion. On hand for that
event, besides Brown’s 35 em-
_p]oyees, were most of Fairhope’s

it .« a0

e

aged the brickworks for many
years. As the American economy
gained strength, the business
grew. Barges and tugboats plied

the river, hauling heavy loads of

brick and tile to Mobile markets.
Eventually, management of the

‘company was taken over by Bev-

erly Brown Jennings :az
husband Bart Jen"
day their son, Ralph Jennings,
operates Fau'hope Cla{‘{m)ducts
He recites the list of local struc-
tures built with Clay City tile,
pride evident in his voice — First
National Bank in Fairhope,
Thomas Hospital, Fairhope
Middle School, Fairhope United
Methodist Church, St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Foley. The
reconstruction of Fort Conde,
completed in 1976, was accompli-
shed with Clay City bricks.

Despite a national trend
mass-.

toward large- -scale,

produced, . Jennings says
Fairhope Brick and Tile still has

an imnartant nlaea i tha PRASET T U

ness’ days of large-scale produc-
tion are over, but in the versatile
spirit of his great-grandfather,
Frank Brown, he’s looking in new
‘directions.
“We ve reached the point where
- we've decided not to compete thh
hlgh-volume foreign companies,”
- he says. The company now makes
- specialty orders, matching bricks
to existing bmldmgs when addi-
tions are built. Another specialty
product is hand-cut floor tiles,
which first emerge as long slabs
of moist clay from machines used

by Jennings’ fether and grand- |

father. Jennings cuts each tile
individually, using a heavy tool
shaped much like a giant cookie-
cutter.

He is optimistic about the fu-

ture of the business that has been

handed down tirough his faxmly "

for 74 years. “Ne're special,” he
says. “We can give people service
+$hey cant get ‘rom the bng com-
‘panies.” - Ak

' Beachside Restaurant J

Quality Inn - Beachside
LNest Beach |
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POMPANOS &

DEALER SPACES

NEW DINNER
; MENU

(205) 626-0353
DAPHNE, AL

4 MILES SOUTH

OF 1-10 ON HWY. 98

948-6874

'olks all over Baldwin County are smﬂmg
rom the results they received from using
Gulf Coast Newspapers Classified Ads!

§

BT For Complimentary
W Facial or Interview
osmeTtics  Call: (205) 947-7519

-C

d?egina Trwin

Professional Beauty Consultant

P.O. Box 1488 + Robertsdale, AL 36567

1751 Sq. Ft.

« 3 BR - 2 Bath Brick Home
. Insulated Windows and Doors
- Central Heat and Air
« Complete on Your Lot
Call

EASTERN SHORE BU
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of W 27
THE BALDWIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCTETY O

October 17,.1976:. - . Laraway Home
Submitted by Mrs. Flo Simmons

Among the tall pines nd beside the beautiful Fish River, the meeting of the

Baldwin County Historical Society was called to order by the President, Mr. Frank

. LARAWAY.

- '

Mr. LARAWAY asked members to sign and teke their Quarterly to save mailing cost.

Mrs. Kay NUZUM was sorry to have to announce the death of Claudia SLAUGHTER, the
funeral being this afternoon. Mrs, SLAUGHTER was one of the early members of
our Society. i ;

Mr. Mike BLAKE reported that Mr. George BROWN called to say they would not
attend the meeting, as Mrs. BROWN is in the Foley hospital.

Mr. LARAWAY re?orted that our past president Mr. John SNOOKS is in the Foley
hospital having an operation on his hand.

Mrs. Berta HORNE introduced Mr. and Mrs. Hal BAMFORD, the editor of our Eastern
Shore Courier. Mr. BAMFORD said he would be glad to help our society in any way
he could. He has what is called "common pages" and could use these to print
historical items, if we would turn them in, Mrs. BAMFORD, as a girl, lived on
Fels Avenue in the COVE cottage built by her grandparents, the MIDGETTS. She
was known as Annie Laurie FELL.

Mrs. LARAWAY announced that the League of Women Voters were going to charter a
bus November 9th for a nature trip to Fort Morgan for seven dollars a person
Bring your lunch; drinks will be served.

Mrs. HORNE announced that Greenville,. Alabama, was. going to open thirty miles of
the Bartrum Trail on October 17th at two o'elock. It is hoped this trail will
be continued to Fort Morgan.

Mrs. Dick SCOIT read a letter from the Montgomery Historical Society asking for
money and letters to keep the Gulf 0il Company from putting a big sign in their
historical district. Mr. BLAKE made a motion for the Society to send twenty-
five dollars and for the members that wanted to do so, to put a dollar in the
basket. Mrs. Eloise WILSON seconded the motion.

Mr. BLAKE made a motion that Mr. LARAWAY coula‘sign the Baldwin County Historical
checks. Mrs. Kay NUZUM seconded the motion,

Mr. GREER reported that Red Eagle Park now had a sign. There was discussion and
complaints about Highway 59 being called Gulf State Parkway.

SPEAKER: Vice President Mr. Henry (G.A.) introduced our speaker: Mrs. Daphne
ANDERSON, who spoke on Early Fairhope and Clay City. (Given in first person)

In 1896 my Father, Frank L. BROWN and a friend were sent to Fairhope from

Des Moines, Iowa, to find ‘out how the new Single Tax Colony was doing. When
my father returned home, he told my Mother, Minnie, that someday we were going
to move to Fairhope. My father became ill and almost died and the doctor said
he could not take another winter in that climate. So, as soon as he was well
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enough he sold his jewelry store, bought machinery for a sawmill and with his
family, household goods and his sister and brother-in-law, Nellie and Howard
LEECH, came to Mobile. To get to Fairhope, they had to cross Mobile Bay on a
boat, the James A. Coney, I think, Everything could go on the bay boat but the
sawmill machinery, so they had Mr. George LAWRENCE's schooner haul it over.

When we arrived in Fairhope, there were not many houses. The families were
GASTONS, MERSHONS, TOUVERSONS, BELLANGEES, CALLS and ‘others. A1l the people |
from the north were called -- well, I guess it doesn't matter -- "Damm Yankies",
The people that had been here forever and ever were called "Natives". Some of
their names were GABELS, LOWELLS, BISHOPS, STAPLETONS.

I went to school in the "Bell" building for many years. My neice has the ledger
with the list of lumber and the cost of the building. It was used as a public
school, paid for and checked on every three months by the State - someone from
Mobile,

To get water, we went to Sweet Water Branch in wagons and hauled the water
home in barrels. At Sweet Water Branch, there was a foot bridge, also a cup
hanging on a nail for anyone who wanted a cool drink., (This is about a mile
and a half from the center of Fairhope.)

On the old road from Daphne to Marlowe, my father built his sawmill and home in
1897. The home is still standing today on Greeno and Morphy and is now being
used for Nannies Restaurant.

When the 1906 storm came, it rained for three days and three nights and knocked
most of the trees down by their roots. The wood was being used up so my father
decided to buy a small brick machine for making brick and foundations for
houses. Before this, people had used pine stumps. The pond by the bowling
alley in Fairhope is where my father dug his clay. He had to put a well and

. —--water tank in; so decided-to pipe water to-the house. . We were the- first people-—

in Fairhope to have running water indoors. He also put a turning lay in to
make posts as at this time a lot of people were building summer homes along the
bay front.

The people in the country were raising & lot of rice so my father built a three
story mill. When the machinery came, the box was marked "Daphne Mill". This
amused me as my name is Daphne. My father also had machinery to shell velvet
beans and different kinds of peas.

For recreation my father loved to fish in Fish River. In going up and down the
river, he noticed the fine grey  clay and discovered an old pottery had been

there, In 1916 he decided to move his brick factory and build a kiln and drying
shed there. The machinery was moved over trails by oxen and wagon. After setting
up everything, they discovered the best clay was under the business. Soon after
they settled, on a Sunday a wagon drove up with five ladies who told them to

dry the bricks in the clearing on the hill. I think the ladies were GABLES.

The bricks were made four at a time in a wooden mold, dried in the sun and

burned in a small kiln fired with pine lighter knots. The bricks were hauled
to Mobile and New Orleans by schooner.

In 1915 my father had a man come from Ohio to build two bee hive kilns, round
in shape with a lot of work under them. One is still being used today. During

~
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1918 the pottery was shut down for lack of manpower because of the war. My
niece, Beverly (BROWN) JENNINGS will tell you ebout the mill today.

Mrs. JENNINGS said no one knew how long a pottery had been at Clay City. Her
sons found in the river water :jugs (the kind with two holes), jugs for whiskey
and syrup, and turpentine cups. They have also learned that 40,000 Union
troups camped there for nine days before marching ta Spanish Fort. There are
two rows of breast works. They have also found Indian arrowheads there.

They now have what they call their Bicentennial Kiln. It is the second of its
kind built in the United States. It is computer programmed and burns off two

hundred thousand brick in thirty-six hours, instead of a hundred hours in the

old kiln,

They also made the bricks for Fort Conde in Mobile. In restoring the old fort,
Albert HUNTER wanted to use the same kind of brick as was in the original fort.
He read Peter HAMILTON's history that said the clay for the fort came from the
Indians on Fish River. So he compaired the clays and they matched, Clay City
made by hand, putting finger prints and dog tracks on some of the bricks, three
hundred and fifty thousand for old Fort Conde. --

Delicious cookies and drinks were served by Mrs. LARAWAY. (The next meeting
will be in Stockton).
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Falrhope Clay
~ Products
Chooses F |ber

New square f:ber hned penodlc kiln built at :
Fairhope Brick. As many as 200,000 brick in klln.‘
A long htstory of clay products
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Just south of Mobile. Ala. on the baﬁks S

of the Fish River, is located Faxrhope
Brick Company, in production since
1916. The area, known as Clay City

“—near Fairhope, Ala. was famous for
pottery back in civil war days. From
these early days when the brick were
hand molded, sun dried and fired in
small wood burning kilns, the plantnow

produces about 40,000 brick per day
and uses a new square fiber lined
penod:c kiln for much of its production.

New kiln like Lourel Brick’s

The new kiln was pattemed after the
one at Laurel Brick in Laurel, Miss.
(See Brick & Clay Record August
1976) and will ‘hold 200.000 brick for
each firing. It is loaded and unloaded
by lift trucks handling setting cubes of
brick. The cubes are set three hxgh
throughout the kiln except at the im-
mediate door area. Additional brick

are placed flat on top of the upper

cubes to- almost touch the fiber lined
roof. There are mine high velocity gas

burners on top of the kiln, eight placed

“in a circular fashion around the middle
outside of the kiln top and one directly

in the center. There also are two hon-

zontal high velocity burners at each
corner of the kiln, positioned to fire be-
tween the brick and the kiln wall. This
creates a circulating action to get the
brick uniformly hot faster. Exhaust is
by a center flue into an adjoining stack.

_ The actual firing schedule depends a
lot on the condition of the brick in the
‘kiln. It has often been necessary to

~ place brick in the kiln that are not com-

pletely dry so consideration for this has

_ to be made in the total kiln cycle. Gen-
erally, the center burner is lighted first.
This, gets the center flue and stack hot

- so a good draft is possible. This burner
can usually be shut off when tempera-
_tures reach 400°F. Other burners are

- controlled according to the condition of

- the brick. A firing temperature of

* 2200°F is reached before the kiln is shut
off. Positive pressure is maintained
thmugh the firing cycle in the kiln. The
kiln is equipped with automatic firing
for use when all of the bnck are dry and

Fairhope Clay Products was orgamzed in
| 1916 by Frank Brown using machinery

brought in by oxen. It is operated today
by Bart Jennings and his sons Bart and
Ralph, great-grandsons of the foundet.
‘Ralph Jennings also operates a small -
 pottery near the brick piant, producing
ware similar to that produced in the area
100 years ago i

‘gr
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there is no need for specxa] mamm] ma-.
nipulation. Because of the nature of the

brick it’s difficult to get a good average
figure on the fuel consumption. but it is

estimated at about 5000 cubic feet of

gas per 1000 brick. Kiln is metered

every burn with a ﬂowmeter onsump- -
tiori varies when bnck are dn in kiln. -

'I‘he door of the kiln i is removed by

1ift truck for coohng Large portable‘
fans are placed in th door opening. It
takes two to-three days to empty akiln
whlch is about the same time schedule
as loading it. Generally a kiln can be
recycled every eight to 12 days if green =

brick are availab

The brick are taken to the packagmg_
i .

station from the
three women place them on the stacker

belt. The brick move: into the stacker
where they are formed into standard

mdustry packages for automanc band-
ing.

Fairhope Brick also has four round

down draft kilns that arc¢ stll used -
production. These kilns now are used

to supplement the production from the
new Kiln and for special firing cycles.

At the present time. the hm:tmg'factor
in" ‘the mauufacmnng system at
Falrhope is drying. The next major ex-
pansion program will rectify that situa-
tion and will probably involve the use
of waste heat from the kilns for drying.
Now, drver ‘heat is obtained from

dutch-oven type ovens which Tequire

additional fue] to operate.

Mine two types of day
Two types of clay are mined near the
plant. i.e., a reddish colored clay and a
light clay. Both types bumn io a light
~ color. They are first’ ‘chopped up in a
double screw granulator then con-
veyed into a: covered storage area. A
front end loader ‘portions the clay into a
hopper equipped with ‘an even feeder
for movement by conveyor to the pug-
mill. The column is extruded. coated
when necessary with lime, sand or
other materials and cut into sizes with a
reel—type wire cutter. Offbearers set the
brick into cubes on dryer cars for
transport mto the small tunnel
dryers. o : BE

Equnbmén( List

PugtmﬂandEnmderlJ C Steele& Sons
Cutter/d. C. Steele & Sons
Even teeder/J. C. Steele & Sons

- Top burners ¢ are easily messzb{e in enclosure .

over the kiln.

Ree utter is used to cut 1 8 bncks at a time on
extrusion line.
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Twin Shatt or Dual SR (Above) Dual screw gmrmlator breaks ’
Sa'ewAGramnatovFa!e Intemationat e 1 wup the clay for indoor storage.

Front end loader/Case; J. 1. Co.
Fiber Lining in Kiln/Carborundum Co. - (Top) Two side burners at eack corner
Bumners/North American Mig. - : provzde czrculanon for _ﬁrs:er heating.

Fan on Kiln/North American mg
Automatic Stacker/Clarksville Machum Co
Strapping/Signode Corp.

Flow Meter/Singer Amemzn Meter

Automatic. stacker as:emble.rbbnck
. ages for slupmmr
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aiph Jennings with hand-cut floor tiles produced by his company.

slay City firm stays true to roots

amily-owned brickworks still making product from local resources

Fourth of a series

Valarie Webb
i Writer

everal years ago, Beverly
inings prepared a booklet to
re with the Girl Scout troops
) toured her family’s business,
rhope Clay Products.

distoric places are just sec-
s of our country where people
e lived and left a written re.
L for other people to read, re-
nber and enjoy,” she wrote.
at is why we feel Clay City
‘rves a place in history.”

1is observation seems appro-
te, since the area east of
hope known as Clay City —
argest deposit of natural clay
h of the Ohio River — is
mented in written records as
vack as 1711. French settlers
- Mobile wrote of the kind

ment thov vanaiurad fone. T

civic leaders including Marietta
Johnson, whose pottery classes at
the Organic School used potter’s
wheels designed by Brown.

The first brick produced at
Fairhope Clay Products were
made four at a time in a wooden
mold. Raw clay was dug with
hand shovels, a laborious process.
Bricks were dried in the sun and
fired in kilns fueled with pine
lighter knots.

It wasn’t long before progress
found its way to the Fish River
business. In 1926, larger kilns
were constructed and fired with
coal. A new engine was installed
with the capacity of producing
30,000 brick each day. This ex.
pansion was made possible by a
group of early Fairhope busi-
nessmen who incorporated to
provide the necessary funds. Un-
fortunately, they could not
foresee the eminent Depression

aged the brickworks for many
years. As the American economy
gained strength, the business
grew. Barges and tugboats plied
the river, hauling heavy loads of
brick and tile to Mobile markets.

Eventually, management of the

company was taken over by Bev-
erly Brown Jennings “and her
husband, Bart Jennings Jr. To-
day their son, Ralph Jennings,
operates Fairhope Clay products.
He recites the list of local struc-
tures built with Clay City tile,
pride evident in his voice — First
National Bank in Fairhope,
Thomas Hospital, Fairhope
Middle School, Fairhope United
Methodist Church, St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Foley. The
reconstruction of Fort Conde,
completed in 1976, was accompli-
shed with Clay City bricks.
Despite a national trend
toward laroe-cesls

Trr o oo

ness’ days of large-scale produ
tion are over, buf in the versati
spirit of his great-grandfathe
Frank Brown, he’s looking in ne
directions.

“We've reached the point whex
we've decided not to compete wit
high-volume foreign companies,

‘he says. The company now make

specialty orders, matching brick
to existing buildings when addi
tions are built. Another specialt;
product is hand-cut floor tiles
which first emerge as long slab:
of moist clay from machines usec
by Jennings’ fzther and grand
father. Jennings cuts each tile
individually, using a heavy too
shaped much like a giant cookie:
cutter.

He is optimistic about the fu.
ture of the business that has been
handed down through his family
for 74 years. “Ne’re special,” he



ARTS AND CRAFTS, Thursday, March 9, 1978

With Brick Your Home Can Be...

~ THESE BUILDINGS WERE MADE
WITH OUR BRICK.

BUY BRICK!
It's the Beautiful Bargain

Your home can be a beautiful display that reflects
those values so highly treasured in our progressive
area. Speaking creatively, brick is more than just a
building material, Its qualities appeal to the artisan
in each of us who dreams of a home uniquely our
own. Hence it inspires stability, efficiency, beauty
and economy. Fairhope Clay Products now offers 3
larger variety of the best brick from our modern kiln
plus faster service and lower prices...all direct to

your job too. That's another reason why we say brick
is a beautiful bargain. |

Making Brick Since 1902
FIRST NATIONALBANK F AIRH OPE
oM CLAY

2 e PRODUCTS

FOR 75 YEARS




Gaston Display

ARTS AND CRAFTS, Thursday, March 9, 1978

While busy as Chairman of this year’s
Arts and Crafts Festival, Barry Gaston
will not be a participant in this year’s
show. He and wife Stevi plan fo have an
exhibit of their popular pottery and Copper

enameling

in the Hazel

Council. Real

Estate window on Fairhope Avenue.

- Daileys Plan

Window Display |

Downtown Fairhope is
ablaze with window dis-
plays of all types. Naomi
and Bob Dailey will have
the window of the Fairhope
Health Food Store decor-
ated with a variety of their
own martin houses -and
‘“rosmaling.”

John Robertson Insur-
ance Company will have

two paintings done by local
famous artist Cleveland
Woodward. “After the
Storm” and “Irish Lake”
will be on display.

Katherine Isbell, with
wax rubbings will occupy a
display position in the
window of Richard Dun-
ning’s office, West Fair-
hope Avenue.

Many Food
Booths Planned

Many of the organiza-
tions in the area will have
booths for food and crafts.
Among these are the St.
Lawrence Altar Sodality
who will have crafts for
sale.

The Fairhope Single Tax
Lessees Association will
have a bake sale, and
Youth Baseball Association
will sell a variety of re-
freshments at their food
stand.

The American Field
Service Association will
hold a concession stand for
the sale of sandwiches,
drinks and other goodies.

Patients at Villa Mercy
Convalescent Center will
be selling a variety of hand

Clay Wind Chimes, much more

Clay wind chimes made
by Margie Arceneaux of
Cleveland, Ms. will be
another of the interesting
crafts to be displayed and
sold during the show.

Pensacola residents
Joyce Beebe and Monica
Sweet will be selling tole

painting and miniatures in
their exhibit.

JoAnne Brown and Di-
anne Blaschak will have
sugar eggs and dip and
drape dolls for sale during
the show.

Favorites of the recent
Adult Recreation Center

Craft Show were E.M. and
Mary Robertson with their
quail egg jewelry. The
couple will return to the
Arts and Crafts Festival to
bring their unique and
beautiful art to sell. The
couple is from Eight Mile.
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made crafts in their booth
on Fairhope Avenue.

The -members of Beta
Sigma Phi will hold a sale
of baked goods all three
days on the porch of the
Eastern Shore Courier.

The Fairhope Garden
Club will have plants for
sale in their booth.

The Juniorettes, high
school division of the
Junior Women’s Club will

- hold a donut sale and

Junior Women members
will sell baked goods.

The Daphne Volunteer
Fire Department Auxiliary
will be selling refresh-
ments for show goers
throughout the three days.

Macrame On Display

Macrame by Helene
Jones will be on display at

Bill’s Dollar Store in
Fairhope.

Daphne, situated on the Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay is a growing community. The
City is planning for the future by giving attention fo administration, added Police
and Fire Protection, and Utilities.

Quiet residential areas, parks, a modern library, and many family - oriented
activities allow citizens to live at their own pace.

The Festa Italiana is held annuilly as part of the Arts and Crafts

Festival. Held on Sunday of each year's Festival, the Festa is
sponsored by the Altar Sodality of the Church of Christ the King.

The Festa features a traditional Spaghetti Dinner, and booths
offering Italian bread, baked goods, handwork and plants.




A Family Industry

KAY NUZUM
DEBORAH UPTON

The first part of the
following article was writ-
ten by Kay Nuzum in 1972,
the second part is an
up-to-date look at Clay City
by Deborah Upton.

Baldwin County has been
blessed with an abundance
of natural resources but
few have been handled as
skillfully and uniquely as
the rich clay deposits lining
the banks of Fish River at
Clay City. From the

-picturesgue kilns here,
come the finished clay
products of which- the
ingenious, industrious Bart
Jennings,- Jr. family is
understandably proud.

Fairhope Clay Products,
Inc. better known locally as
Clay City, is located about

seven miles .due east of -

Point Clear. This family
enterprise supplies build-
ing projects with a variety
of clay products. Although
18 varieties of face brick
are made, ten times as
many of the simulated old
brick are sold than any
other. Patio brick, a solid
type which takes longer to
fire, is another popular
one. A long, narrow Roman
brick is the same size and
shape as that made during
the days of the Old Roman
Empire. Clay City manu-
factures the only Roman
brick in Alabama.

Fish River clays,
ranging from the best brick
clays to fine ceramic and
pottery clays, are sup-
posedly the largest clay
deposits of their kind south
of the Ohio River. Alabama
.Geological Survey Map No.
83 shows that clay re-
sources of Baldwin County
which crop out so abund-
antly on Fish River date
back to the Miocene
geological age.

It is from this rich

depository of nature that:

clays are dug and frans-
formed into brick, struc-
tural tile and sewer pipe at
Clay City. Most clays are
dug from a depth of three
feet to depths of 40 to 50 feet
— all within 200 feet of Fish
River.
A Family Industry

Clay City is a sterling
example of . a family
industry where the hearts
of all its members and their
employees are in the
business. Bart Jennings,
Jr. burns the kilns and
casts an expert; fatherly
eye over the entire ‘‘bee-
hive” of activity. Number
One son, Bart III, is in
charge of productions.
Number Two son, Ralph,
(a decorated veteran of the
Viet Nam Conflict) handles
the sales.

Although Mother Bever-
ly’s station is the office, her
lithe, willowy figure can be
seen flitting about the plant
wherever she may be
needed, delivering mes-
sages, and handing out
praise and encouragement

on her rounds. Besides
being office-keeper and
time-keeper, she is also
house-keeper, and at times,
grandchildren - keeper to
grandsons: Bart IV, Bry-
an, and relevantly named
Clay; and granddaughter,
Alicia. i :

Everyone works at Clay
City — even a herd of 30
goats
compound clean by nib-
bling away at brush and
bushes. “Dirt daubers”, or
pipe organ wasps, know
where the action is, too.
The old drying sheds are
full of homes of these
original potters. Occasion-
ally a clay habitation of the
rare potter wasp is found.
This solitary wasp is an
uncommon architect, fash-
ioning its unique home into
a jug-like abode.

Modernization And
: Automation

In 1968 the family got its
heads together and real-
ized they had to get bigger
or get out of the clay
products business.

“We obtained a small
business loan, installed
modern equipment and
automation, and increased
our production from 100,000
t0600,000 bricks per month
regardless of weather con-
ditions,” explained Bever-
ly Jennings.

“Pre-drying time has
been reduced from six to
eight weeks in the old
drying sheds to only three
days by our new method in
the modern pre-drying
areas. Bricks and tile are
then baked at an average of
2300 degrees for approxi-
mately 100 hours in the
five gas-fired, down-draft,
beehive kilns,”” she con-
tinued. :

“Being a small plant, we
can copy any type of

-special brick as was done

for the new First National
Bank of Fairhope recently
completed. Also, at the
present time, we are
furnishing a special face of .
brick for the addition to St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Foley,” Beverly proudly
added. - '

1978

Since Kay Nuzum wrote
her article in 1972 many
changes have taken place
at Clay City. For one, the
fifth generation of Jen-
nings’, grandson - Bart
Jennings IV, is working
part-time this summer at
Clay City.

The old beehive kilns are -

no longer used, except for
special orders. They re-
quired too much energy to

" operate. The new main kiln

holds 200,000 bricks and
burns them for 48 hours at
2,000 degrees.

As of August 1, Clay City
will be producing one
million = plus bricks a
month, doubling the capa-
city of the yard.

Energy Crunch

“‘Capitol expansion and
energy “utilization is what

which keep the .

we are doing here at Clay
City due to the energy
crunch,” explained Mike
West, Manager at the
Mobile office.

“We are doubling our
production but not our use

of energy. For years the
waste heat coming from
the kiln has gone up a
smoke stack, but now we
have modernized and that
waste heat is now being
piped into the dryer, thus

Population Boom

The Eastern Shore is one

of the largest growth
centers in the ‘sunbelt
south.” The estimated

25,000 population two years
ago is expected to rise to
50,000 by 1982, according to
a study report released by
South Central Bell tele-
phone. -

By 1990, the area will
have an estimated 75,000
and by 2000, the population
is expected to soar to
100,000.

The growth of the
Eastern Shore as a
residential community is
due in part to the
completion of the I-10

bridge spanning Mobile
‘Bay. The new highway

makes downtown Mobile
accessible in a matter of
minutes, compared with
the traffic snarls and
cutover problems on the
old causeway which had

outgrown the demand
years ago. ;
The heavy industrial

expansion of Mobile in the
past several years has
forced much of the residen-
tial growth over the Bay
with Mobile’s residential
areas expanding father and
farther to the west.
Another major factor in
the growth on the Eastern
Shore are the large
numbers of retirees who
are seeking a quiet

. residential area within a

short distance to the
convenience and activities
of a city.

The Eastern Shore
Chamber has worked close-
ly with authors of several
books on retirement who
have listed the Fairhope
area among the outstand-
ing areas for® retirement
living. -~
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- Clay City - One Of Area’s Oldest Industries

speeding up the heat

process. By saving the
waste heat we are saving
the gas normally used to
heat the dryer. We are able
to produce more bricks and

use less energy,” West

added. . v
Mobile and Baldwin

Counties consume five
million plis bricks a
month. Clay City is able to
handle 20 percent of that
demand. ;

Clay City continues to be
the largest industrial brick
yard within a 150 mile
radius.

FORSMAN

Realty

202 So. Mobile Si.
928-7459
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Selman Examines Corn Product

Grass Varieties Tested

Volunteer fire depart-

ments have been an
integral part of the Ameri-
can way of life for many
years. Today 86 percent of
communities with fire de-
partments utilize volun-
teers. There are more than
1.2 million persons serving
as volunteers with these
departments.

Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments along the Eastern
Shore are Spanish Fort,
Daphne, Belforest, Fish

~ River, Barnwell and Fair-

hope.

The Fairhope Fire De-
partment is the oldest of
these having been organ-
ized in 1935 with Jack Titus
serving as the first chief.
Bill Funk followed him to
become the department’s
second chief, with Les
Bung serving as present
chief. »

Two early members of
the Fairhope Department
were Leo Keller and
Harold Miller. Keller re-
members his first major
fire vividly. Foster pier
had a number of 55 gallon
oil drums on it with a barge
containing fuel oil tied up
alongside the pier. The
drums caught fire and
about the time the firemen
arrived they started to

explode. As Miller and
Keller were fighting the
fire a nearby drum explod-
ed and blew them both in
the water. They were badly
burned but by being blown
overboard away from the
fire their lives
probably saved.

were

Daphne’s Fire Depart-
ment is well equipped and
Fire Chief Johnny Bag-
gette is proud of the caliber
of volunteers he has
available. Through his
leadership the men have
been able to attend various
types of training classes

which teach the Ilatest
techniques in fire fighting

- and life saving.

The younger volunteer
departments are Belforest
with Roger Plemmons

serving as fire chief, Fish
River-Marlow with Bill
Leavitt as Chief, Barnwell

BIG, BEAUTIFUL BALDWIN, July 27, 1978

Community with Ed Dean
as Fire Chief, and Spanish
Fort-Lake Forest with
Bobby Wilson serving as
Fire Chief.

These departments are
manned by volunteers
from each community and
depend upon contributions

of businesses and individ-
uals to continue in exis-
tence. For this reason all
chiefs encourage local
contributions be made and
that anyone interested in
serving - as a volunteer
firemen to contact the fire
chief in his area.

U.S.S. Alabama

No tour of Baldwin
County’s historic attractions
is complete without a visit to
Battleship Park located just
across the Mobile Ceunty
line on the causeway which
links the eastern and
western shores of - Mobile
Bay.

Sitting in 15 feet of sand
with all her tanks filled with
fresh water for stability, the
Battleship U.S.S. Alabama
lies anchored as the center-
piece of an historic collection
of military hardware, a
tribute to all Alabamians

. who served in World War II

and the Korean Conflict.

The battleship was
brought to Mobile after a
statewide campaign which
raised $1,000,000 to preserve
the state’s namesake as a
permanent exhibit. The
drive to save the vessel
followed a routine Navy an-
nouncement that the WWII -
vintage battlewagon was to
be sold for scran.

Daphne Firemen A E 1
Celebrate fall in the best way you know, i iremen Are Lixamples

head fo foe, body and sole. Come by
and see all the excifing fall fashions

arriving daily. Let us help you put it
all together head to foe, body & sole.

—FINAL CLEARANCE
ALL SUMMER FASHIONS
50% OFF AND MORE

4

~ Marion Smith
Real Estate, Inc.
1742 MAIN ST P.0. Box 860

Of Volunteers Serving

Eastern Shore

MERLE NORMAN COSMETICS\! |
FOR A MORE BEAUTIFUL YoU

13 So. Section 928-1901
12 So. Bayview 928-0763

Located in Historic Daphne,

serving all the eastern Shore

with personalized service

FREE LESSONS

7 FAIRHBPE A VE.
FAIRHOPE, AL, 36532
928-1030

(Up from the Pier)

626-9668 626-9302

k ~ MARIE STRAU[EY.OWNER
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‘beehive kiln to be backed.

. The raw poﬂery at A&D Poﬂéry is placed info the giant
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A&D Pottery To
Be Part Of Arts And Crafts

Many artists and crafts-
men are coming to Fair-
hope this weekend for the
28th Annual Arts and

Crafts Festival sponsored

by the Eastern Shore
Chamber of Commerce.

But just as many artists
and craftsmen are always
here, and sell their works
all year long. Most are
individual craftsmen who
sell their work through a
few craft shops.

Others, like A and D
Pottery, a subsidiary of the
Fairhope Clay Products,
produces work on a com-
mercial basis all year long.

The pottery, which uses a
giant beehive kiln, oper-
ates near the site of the
original Clay City, along
the banks of the Fish River

near Marlow.

Founded in early 1976 by
Ralph Brown Jennings,
great-grandson of the
founder of Clay City, the
pottery produces the tradi-
tional wares using the
same clays as were used
100 years ago.

The A and D craftsmen
produce  jugs, ecrocks,
churns, and other function-
al items like those used in
the mid 1900’s. The original
pottery along the banks of
Fish River was destroyed
and rebuilt twice before it
was ended by a third
hurricane. :

structed further from the
river, and a press pot
machine was purchased
that was capable of turning
out 800 flower pots an hour.

This time, however, pro-
duction was halted by the
successful brick business
of Clay City. :

But it is back and
Jennings will display his
wares during the festifal.
Visit their booth on Fair-

-hope Avenue.

The business was started !

again in 1943. This time,

with more foresight and a

more modern approach.
The pottery was con-

P
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Comment, Viewpoint

|

Reflections

On The Bay

Steve Hart

The Celebration
Of Arts And Crafts

in at Arts and

events that
1 the map, and
to foster the
Shore than
few vears.

of thought and expression in which
talent and art flourish that we
acknowledge each year through the
Arts and Crafts Festival.

Fairhope’s national reputation is not
unwarranted. Look around you and you

_can see that.

e —aa nnf‘

“Tacky”

Concerning the coming of ‘“Judy,
Judy, Judy’s” to lovely downtown
Fairhope I have only one comment:
Tacky, Tacky, Tacky.

Stephanie Hardin

Crawford Response

In response to Mr. Robb Parker’s

Letter of March 13, 1980, alluding to the
fact that in comparison to the Tampa,
Florida area, our residents were being
ripped off by local reclamation centers.

We at Crawford Beverage operate
our reclamation center at a very low

T-~11s: Snecial

Letters

volume at the present time. At the
center we provide two employees to
count, weigh and stack all reclaimed
aluminum. Crawford Beverage pro-
vides the necessary space to store this
aluminum and also provides the truck
and trailer that is used to transport this
material to the recycling center in
Pensacola, Florida.

In the past and at the present time,
we have based our price on the
recommendations from Reynolds Re-
cycling Center in Pensacola. Also, we
are in direct competition with Reynolds
in this immediate area. We feel paying
25 cents per pound for aluminum is not
classified as ripping off any local
customers who bring their aluminum to
the Crawford Beverage Reclamation
Center.

We at Crawford Beverage Distribu-
tors are not in the reclamation business
to make a profit. At this time we think
we can take a loss and at the same time
provide a very valuable community
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A family
tradition

BY MARION VALENTINO
Port City Writer

It isn’t the kind of place you'd want to wear a
new pair shoes, especially if it’s been raining . .
. but if you're searching for brick to match that
in your 50-yea r-old-house, then it’s the greatest.

Seven miles south of Fairhope, at the very
end of the road, is the Fairhope Clay Products
Inc., family business of Bart and Beverly
Jennings and their son, Ralph. In fact, the raw
materials for making the rectangular building
blocks also come from their property — dug
from along a two-mile stretch of Fish River.

Commonly called Clay City, thé company
dates back to 1902-when Beverly’s grandfather,
Frank Brown, began digging the gray potter’s,

clay to make brick.

There have been physical changes since the
days when the brick were made in a wooden
mold, four at the time, and dried in the sun.
More efficient equipment — such as a gas-fired
kiln insulated with spun clay and one of four in
the country at the time it was installed in 1968,
has improved the process, but basically brick

making remains unchanged.

Clay is still gouged from deposits said to be
the largest south of Ohio. Today a dragline h(ts
the huge chunks which were dug out by hand in

the olden days.

The raw stuff from which bricks are made



The Jenningses pride themselves on their
ability .to take this material and duplicate
many old patterns and shapes of brick. This
know-how led to the company’s producing the
some 350,000 brick used in the construction of
Fort Conde.

Common brick generally is pink or brown.
The vast array of other colors and tones is
achieved by chemicals. Manganese, _for
example, gives brick the appearance of belpg
soot covered. Lime produces an old look while
fire clay gives reddish tones. In combination,
many variations can be achieved.

Bricks, 200,000, await firing of kiln

These extras — singularly or in combination,
are stroked or dusted onto the ribbon of warm
clay - long, unbroken — as it’s extruded from
the brick maker. The column, moved by
conveyor, is cut into 18 bricks by the fine wires
of the cutting machine.

Clay requires a period of curing. After the
huge chunks are dug from the ground, twin
augers — resembling giant corkscrews,
pulverize it and then it’s stored in the clay shed.
When needed, clay is moved into a hopper
where a single auger grinds some more and air
is removed as it passes through a vacuum
chamber.

As the clay comes from the machine, this is

the peint when various colors and textures can
be applied. Sharp-pointed rollers sweeping
across the top of the clay give a rough texture
prior to the individual bricks being cut.
Other finishes or textures can be achieved by
similar methods.

Once cut, the bricks are stacked on pallets’
and pushed along a rail system into the drying
sheds. Approximately three weeks are re-
quired for the curing process. This includes 72
hours in the drying shed where temperatures
range between 200 and 300 degrees and then
another 96 in the kiln with temperatures over
2,000 degrees. After the cooling period, the
bricks, 105 of them, are stacked and secured by

(Please turn to Pg. 16)

Wheel-thrown clay pottery
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Pottery sites hold

BY VALARIE WEBB
STAFF WRITER

oure calm. You're collect-

ed. Your palms are dry

and your smile radiates

confidence as Regis
Philbin leans in close during the
final seconds of “Who Wants to be
a Historian?” to read your million-
dollar question.

“Just a century ago, more
than one third of Baldwin
County’s total population was
employed in a single industry.
What was it?”

Fishing? No, no — farming. It
has to be farming. Surely if there
had ever been a local industry big-

- ger than farming, it couldn’t have

vanished without a trace in only a

hundred years. Your final answer

is farming, of course. ]
Sorry. :

But even if you had polled the

audience or phoned a well-

informed friend, it’s unlikely they
would have known that according
to a Mobile newspaper - account
written around the end of the last

century, one out of three Baldwin

residents worked in the thriving
local pottery business. Almost as
quickly as it could be dug from the
riverbanks and gullies of the
Eastern Shore, stoneware clay

ware stacked at dockside. In that
day, before refrigeration and
canned foods, clay was king.

Now, in the space of a fow gen-
erations, Baldwin County’s pot-

“tery industry has vanished like

smoke up a kiln chimney. Rapid
development has all but erased
the footprints the old-time potters
left behind; the old pottery sites
are disappearing under the foun-
dations of new homes almost as
fast as archaeologists can catalog
them.

“We are working to document
any sites or collections that still
exist,” said Bonnie Gums of the
University of South Alabama
Center for Archaeological Studies.
“But other yet unknown pottery
sites are probably threatened by
construction of housing develop-
ments. Documentation of the sites
could be the last chance to record
these remains before they are
plowed under by bulldozers.”

Gums and a team of USA
archaeology students have spent
hundreds of hours studying
Baldwin’s historic pottery sites. A
140-page report authored by
Gums, Made of Alabama Clay:
Historic Potteries on Mobile Bay,
will be released this fall. Including
photographs, maps and tran-
scripts of interviews, the ambj-
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