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A. G, PATTERSON, PRESIDENT HUGH WHITE, S8PECIAL COUNSEL FOR THE COMMISSION

H. F. LEE, ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER I. F, MCDONNELL, CHIEF ENGINEER

F. P. MORGAN, ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER J. H. ALLDREDGE, CHIEF RATE EXPERT

JOHN BRANDON, SECRETARY

a Public Service Commissio

Montgomery
April 2nd, 1927.
File 128,

‘hope Single Tax Corp.,
airhope, Alabama,

1Y

gentlemens
This will. acknowledce receint of vour
Anrual Orerating Renort for the calendar vear 1926,
which was received in this office todav.

¥aures werw tpuly,

e, g‘?)(?%z4775%i:f:>
“.L. Cooner,

Audiitem,
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cher Happy Villages. : A % Q

To the Editor of The New York Times: g 7 — -
Apropos of THE TIMES remarks on Hewlett 0 (7

Harbor, the “Happy Village' that regulates

its own taxation, it may iflterest your read- XL‘ i
| ers to know that there are ether equally 4
kappy villagesa In fact your choice of ad-| W! P2 " e i

Jjective was excellent. A community that can |
regulate its own taxation has great cause
to be happy. = i

These other towns or villages I have in
mind pay the State and county taxes as in-
corporated associations. But within their
own limits they exercise their own choice as
to what clasg of property shall bear the

burden of revenue and neither State nor |
county has anything to say about it,
These villages are Fairhope, Ala., with over

4,000 inhabitants; Arden, Del., 500 inhab- )
itants, and Free Acres in New Jersey, Sum- |

mer population 150, with fifteen or more {

families remaining during the Winter, Also

two new “baby’’ haggy villages, Tahanto,

Mass., and Halidon, Me. - G. COLBRON.

New Canaan, Cond., April 1, 1927, " ' | &

! [ |
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COMMITTEE OF SPECIAL SCHOOL FUND
Fairhope, Alabama
April 12, 1927

Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
% Mr. E. B. Gaston, Sec.
Fairhope, Alabama

Gentlemen:

On November 16, I received a check from your Corporation to the
amount of $50.00 to be applied as a contribution to the Special
School Fund for the fourth and fifth grades in the Public School.

I want to thank you in behalf of the Public School,‘and especially
in behalf of the Committee that has this special fund in charge.

Your letter and this copy will be passed on to the P. T. A.
Society when I hand 1n my work the latter part of this month.

Again we thank you.

Yours very truly,

&

\




n:. J,L ‘ho rden,
3338 uz&uaﬁ xu:
Mzma Karhu. Ind.

M Dom:t- i

TS ~ There was daublt mumt of mrmperty

muu for the two.bills for t e« I have had the

~ matier o dt« and return youb your receipts and mmch
) 4 md. mm 19. ‘!mt rent is p&id up to

!molr wea @u hm m‘t mm e lo@tu
act%cr get atf am& “cone dou and see um E

But mr&s 'to m and thn.




4/26/27

- Hgyor NHorthrop and mesmbers
Fairhope Town Council,

Gentleuenis v :

, The uembersof the Commgilea appointed by the Colony
Council have locked over the lot which i3 desired by ihe
Town, and nave agreed on & volustion bLetween $75C and $1, CCC
wialch will be reporied wine Council, the cuanitiee net naving
pewer to do more than make recomaendations,

fhe committee had in mind giving twu or Lnreé years
in which (2 pgy, with.inierest at six per cent.' I

This is submitted simply te give'yuur body an idea
ﬁ\of the probable action of the Colony Council, for your cunsie
eration. \

ir nhere was any faf way other than turcugh taxa=-
tion, by which if the Colony gave ilts share of Lhe worth of a
site proportionate to its xaum& portion of the value of the
land within vaoe Town limits ctlner property cowners can Le bLrought -
to give their share, I am sure the Colony would be glad to give
ivs part outrigat.

As there is no such way its ldea is tuat if a fair
price is placed on the land, it will pay its portiun in taxes
and gihers will have Lo do the gade, :

Very respectiully




Treasurer's report for May, I®37,

i Pecd, Pajd,
i AT
Rent ; ' &1378,91
Penal¥y : 40.79
Tharf 1071.30
Telephone 77,60
Land fund,rembership, leases,bonus &c 86.00
et imp. 329, 30 -
Taxes & 539,R¢
Tharf 380, 23
Telephone 83.95
Bills payable( St. Iwp. ) 1933,72
Sgl aries 125,00
narks : 47,80
- Council Roor rent and light ' ' 18.78
Leg=1 atvice 74, 00~
Foad sicns 45,00
rdverticsing, reg. Courier ad &c 27.08:
Mann land purchase oontraot 820,00
uibrary A‘ S0 Mr Sl 75.00
Rent acct. via refund tax. i : i 105.45
Sundry ex. .80
w2673,
Cash May I 35682, 23"
Certificates May I ' 177.85
Cash May 31 2I74,54~
Certificates May 3I I77.25

88413,423 “$A413,42

..







S
Dr, George H, Wood,
Petroit, Mich.

Dear lr, Wood:'-»

Qur Council has decided to exercise its right

und ause nine, of your lease Lo "resume possession" of the B
land, you, for the "public purpose® of conveying it to the
Town of Fairhope, for use for publiec buildings it is proposed

to erect thereon,

Under thelease the value of your imprevements is to
be ascertained by appraisement, you Lo select an appraiser,

the Corporation one and the twe a third.

Pleaje name your @ppraiser promptly, that we may get
the matter closed up, as the lown is anxious to get to work on B

its proposed improvement,

For your information I might
to our books there is a balance due

say that avecording

ou un the rent

to the mnd of June,of $52.79« Uf carse, Would cease as soon

the arbitrators had reported, which would give you some cre
from the amount stated for unearned rent, if acted upon before

the end of the half year.

: I am sure if you decided Lo come down here to live
we would be able to find you a more desirable residence lot.

Fxpecting to hear from you promptly, I am,

Yours wy si ricerejy

Secretary. 3

\







May 17,192

w

Mrs. Floy Mann Schermerhorn
Gl adbmlz » lowa,

Dear Mrs. Schermerhorn:-

- I' am happy to inform you that the committee on your
application for membership reported in favor of acgeptance last
night and the application was accepted. On receipt of the bale
ance of the membership fee I am prepared to issue you a certifi-
cate., Hoping that "you all" as we say in this country, are
well and with very bost personal regards,

Most sincerely yours,

~ Becretary.

q{.




W. A BENSON,

C.L. TOMPKINS, GEO. G. BECKMANN,

THOS K BECKMANN
TREASURER

VICE -PRESIDENT

4
hENS oN-BEckMANNPaINT Co.

INCORPORATED

HY = TEST

PRESIDENT SECRETARY

MoOBILE,ALABAMA.

May 24th,1927,
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Mr.Gaston Sr.,
% The Fairhope Courier,
Fairhope, Ala,

Dear Mr.Gastons=-

I am enclosing a letter just received from Mr .Cummings,
also copy of my answer, which is self-axplanatory,

Mr.Cummings did not tell me anything about complications
in buying Colony land for several momths after I had made the purchase from him.

-From his letter it would seem that I am Just a vietim of complications in lease

matters that will cost me over a thousand dollars, and I am as yet at a loss as
to know what is best to do.

When I discussed the matter with you I was firm in the
belief that I could make suit and adjust the matter to my entire satisfaction,
but after discussing the matter with several parties, having Mr.Cumming's letter
from which you will notice he has stated he advised me regarding the Colony
property (which he did not do at that time) I cannot see Just what course it is
advisable for me to take.

If there is any further information you can give me it
will be greatly appreciated, for I am anxious to close this matter at an early
datees

Thanking you for the courtesies extended me while in
Fairhope, and looking forward to seeing you again, which will be the next time
I am in Pairhope, I am

Yours very truly,

WAB/w e A & s
//> » 5 o g
(9*‘4’ y.//é a gl */(_,/:4(.":(/'\/—;- T (\ J"'\u 3 =5 2/ AT e = — /T




6/13/27

¥.A.Bsnson,
Mobils, Ala,

Dear Mr. Bansofte

I am returning your letters from M-. Cummings, hut have
taken the liverty of having copies of the made which I hope is
satisfactory. I am very sorry indeed for loss you have sus-
tainaed through him,

And sorry too that by a fluke, we permitted him to be \f
elected president of the Chamber of Commerce last Friday night,

ne was looking out for himself as he always does and | S

I T e Bk ST e AT S < S i i e e ¢ T ————
& .

others of us were so busy that we did not see to getting out the - . |

oprosition,

My aon was first vice president and Mr. MeIntosh, rotir-
ing prasidsent held that the vice president should be advancsd)
to the prasidsncy byt son positively declined on account of tha
demands of his business, M.A.Bowen was placed in nonmination, §?cn
Cummings, and Cummings himself placed Mr. Pitman in nonination, '
That helpad to divida the oppoagtion-una was, no doubt, intendod--
and the result was Pitman 5, Bowen 12 and Cummf{ gs 13, not & '\
majority, bdt it was allowadl to go that way. ?

Yours very sincerely . - . - .

P.S. 1 shoulld add that Mr. Cummirgs was quite wrong with re;ord
*t0 the Colony withdrawing the present form of lease. The mate
ter was wsll theshed out before a meeting of membrs and the op-
position found that theyd did not have quffieient'support and
have since subdided. There are always a few in chronic oprosi=
tion and some who want to speculate in the Colony lamd, but they
have not been able to control the Colony policy and are not 1likley




May 24th,1927,

Jir+0.K.Curmings,
Pairhope, Ala. \

Dear Mr.Cummings g~ 7 .
]

: I have your letter of the 22nd eand you seem to be
confused as to the time you made statements to me regarding the Single Tax Colony,
but at the time you sold me the property you advised me that it was a good buy and
you were sure I could make a nice profit on it in a short time and you did not state
anything whatever pertaining to any conditions that would keep me from meking a sale
to anyone else at a profite At & future date after I discussed the matter with you
at which time you advised that lr.Caston and some others were trying to keep anyone
from making sales at a profit on any of the Colony property, with the exception of
'hat you would term the improvements.

From the different things I hear regarding sales made
in Fairhope I am not pleased at all at the way I have been treated by you. If I
were the only onme that felt they had been mistreated there would be a chance of my
being in error, but the only way I can see the matter now is that you sold me a
piece of property knowing at the time thet it was against the constitution of the
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation but advised me that it was a2 good buy for speculative

purposes.

I am thorouchly familiar with the statements you made
me because I did not inspect the house until a few months after I had purchased it
for the reason I hod every confidence in you and believed you were tellins me only

- what was absolute facts about it. I can readily see that from the big profit you had
made where it was to your interest to sell the property, and the only way I will be-
lieve you to be fair with me is to take the nroperty back and I will be glad to lose
$300.00. If you believe it to be good you would certainly want it back on this basis
and especially since you would get the property at {300.00 profit, which I think is
very good indeed., To date I have spent over {1300,00, but I am willing for you to
mail me a check for 958,00, or half of the amount with & ninety day note to cover
the balance.

I am sorry I feel as I do about the matter and I cannot
help but believe you will want to treat me fairly if you go over the matter in your
mind thoroughly and consider my position.

Please advise me this week what to expect.

Yours very truly,
VAB/w




May . 24th, I927.

¥r, V. K.Cummings,
Fairhope,
Al ebama,

Dear Mr,Cummings:-

I have your letter of the 22nd and you seem
toc be confused as to the time you made statements to me re=-
garding the ®ingle Tax Colony,but at the time you sold me the
property you advised me that it was a good buy and you were sure
I could make a nice profit c¢n it in a short time and ycu did
not state anything whatever pertaining to any conditions that
would keep me from making a sale to anyone else at a profit, A&t a
future date after 1 discussed the matter with you at which time
you advised that u¥r,Yaston and some others were trying to keep
anyone from making sales at a profit on any of the Colony oro-
perty, with the exception of what you would term the imprave- 5
ments,

: From the differnt things I hear regeding
sales made in Yairhcpe I am not pleased &t all at the way I have
been treated by you .If I were the only one that felt they had
b.een mistreated there would be a chance ¢f my being in error,
but the only way I can see the matter now is that yow sold me
a piece of property knowing at the time that it was ageinst
the constitution of the Fairhope Single Tax Corporaticn but ad-
vised me that it was a g@od buy for speculative purposes.

I am thoroughly femiliar with the statements
vy ou made me because I did not inspect the house until a few w
months after I had purchased it for the reason 1 had every cons=<
fidence in you and believed you were telling me only what was
absolute facts gbout it.Il can readily see that frun the big pro-
fit you had made where it was to your interest to sell the pro-
perty,and the only way I will believe you to be fair with e is
to take the property back and * will be glad to lose $300 CC.
Ifoyou believe it to be goodn you would certainly wédnt it back
on this basis wznd especially since you would get the property &t
$300, CC profit, waich I think is very good indeed.lo date I have
spent over $I30C.CC,but I am willbng for you to mail me a check
for $98CC, or half of the amount Wth & ninety day note to cover
the balance.

I am sorry { feel as I do about the matter
and I cannot help Wt believe you will want to treat me fair-
ly if you go over the matter in your mind thoroughly and con-
sider my wposition.

Please acvise me this week what to expect,

{ gurs very truly,




Fairhope, Alabama.
Mgy 22nd 1927.

i, A Benson,
" Mcbile, Al ebama.

Dear Mr,Benson:-

Replying to your favor of the 2Ist- it eseens
that some of the things told you have escaped pur mind.I will
try to refresh your mind but first * would iIike to clear up. a
a few other things.

Yes,I made a good profit on the property I
sold you-I would nct have sold it to you other wise,and yo
bought the properwy in order to meke a profit yourself and for
no other reason. lhat you nay know how nuchi the property cost.
me a total(repairs,back Colony rentals and alllab wt $8I6¢ 00.

‘ told you I believed that the DProperty would
pring $2500000 and I still believe so.The fact that the last ye=
year there has been little property sales throughout the gulf
coast is as well known to you &s tTo me. The opening of the bri
bridge and the building of the roads that are promised is ex-
pectéd by everyone to start a property movement.

You knew at the time of your purchase that toe Col-
ony objected to Property being sold at profit in ¥Fairhope-that
they have tried to stop it since the beginning.l explained to
you several times that pecple wno deal in Single lax property
simply took an assignment of the leaseholds and ignored the
Colony.This is done by most of the people who debble in Colony
1ands. For instance, the Hotel Kanuck has been owned for the past
fourteen years by the oresent owner and still the lease has nes&r
1y been assigned and ot as yet run through the Colony.l am hox
ding several pileces of property under the same conditicon and
for the same reason .To run a lease through the Colony at this
time means that you haveeto accept one of their new forms of
leases and agree not to sell & & profit , and this people are
not willing to do.This is common knowledge and any business man
pere will tell you the same. I took ghe assignment from Mr, and
Mre,Griffin on this property and hold the lease in that con-
dition and gave you a contract calling for the assignment of the
lease when you have completed the payments called for,which
will be vTomplly done.I would be pleasedet oy have you talk with
Capteain i, A, Bowen-R,F,Powell or any one of the Fairhope busi=
ness men regarding this. The property is in the name of Grif-
fin on the bodks of the Colony but is very much in my name on tk®
lease and this procedure has been advised by very goud atior-
neys and follows for several years in many cases, At this tviue
there is & petition out and signed by over nalf of the Colony
members to have the Colory with draw the new form of lease, and
T believe that it will be done soun, which would even do away
sith thet feature of the matter, All this explained to you at
t@f time youwtought the property.l am not in the habit of mis-

AFpresgntlng and em very sorry if you have misunderstood any-
where in the mattier,




I nave no quarrel with the Colony but do not agree with their
policy in some wgys.l am not alone in this by any means as the
above statement regarding the petition would indicate. As I

told youb before ,I will help you exactly as I promised to sell;
it is no different with this property than any other at this

time, property has not been moving at all.
I expect tot be in Mobilé the Blatter part of this

week, and will try and see ydu and answer any f{urther questions
you mey have,
Respectfully,







