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Mr, E. B. Gaston, : .
Editor,

Fairhope Courier,

Fairhope, Ala.

My dear Sir:

No doubt you will remember the visit I made to
your office last August in company with Dr. Van Iderstine.
I appreciated very much the opportunity to talk with you
and to learn first hand about your interesting colony of
single tax people at Fgirhope.

As I advised you, I had already made visits to
several fruit sections and the visit to your section was
the lest in the series. I wrote a story about each
important fruit section that I visited and these have
appeared in succession in the magazine during the last

few months.

The story sbout Baldwin county appeared in our
January issue, a copy of which is being sent to you herewith.
I sincerely hope you will find time to read the story. I am
glad that I was able to say some good things about Baldwin
county and I hope the story will be of some assistance to

you folks.
With best perscnal regards, I am

Very truly yours,

b 8 ur s

Mlanaging Editor.
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Jam. 25,1926.

MI‘. C..E.Dm'at, 3
Managing Editer

.Anerican Fruit Grewer,

53 west Jacksem Blvd.,

Checiage, Ill.

Dear Mr. Durst:i-
Thank you vory much fer the cepy eof your Valuable paper, with

your very interestimg letter om Baldwin County and thamk yeu alse

fer writing it.

I sm enclesing & copy of & felder en Kairhepe recently issued,

which I hepe yeu will fimd imteresting.

Yours very truly




Jan. 25,1926

G‘d‘deﬂ &‘1“‘. Mng. Bd.
The Survey,

112 Bast 12th St.

Hew York City.

‘Dear Sir:-

T wmas pleased to receive yours of 20th 1in regard to the alleged
"erisis" at rairhope, threatened by the approach of the rlerida land
. bogm, ond am glad te lay the facte before you. This can best be done
. perhaps by documentary evidence, which I hope you will have time teo
\go oever to get the situation fairly in mind.

‘; | Your attention is called firet to our constitution and es-
lpecially Article VIII, relating to Land, appearing on page 11; to
:“!,our'-‘loaae form, as 1t has been in use practically wilthout change

irom ti.e beginning and to the application which persons applying for
land, either still in thd hands of the Corporation, .r to be transfer-
red to them from some individual, have been required to sign.

‘ 7e thought 1t had been made perfectly clear that there was to
be no profit to any one wmasrxeurxpkam from the helding of our land,
ethier than from the use of the sume *hich has certainly all aleng been
clearly implied in constithiion, applications and leases,

Eowever, we found a wing tendency with the appromimate ex-
haustion of desirable lots in town and the approeching [lorida boou,
to speculate in lots by charging ‘excessive prices ler transier ci 1im-
proved leasehelds and on"Nov. 8th, Jjust preceding a meeting of lessees
.to consider the appralsal of rents lor the year 1926, I addressed a com-
munication to the resident members -of the Coleny Corporatien, which
gas later published in the iairhope Courler, with intreduction, as per
clipping from Courier attached. ~

I brought the matter before the Colony Council at its next
meeting following and secured the adoptior ef a ‘ ‘ -
revision of the appli

cation of which I am enclosing a copy, marked (first revision). while
the Council was unanimeus in this action, it aroused a geod deal of ¢,
poesition, oven irom people who were sincerely'desirous of stepping the
abuse o the Celeny poucz, particularly for the provisioen giving the
. Colony & "right o!f actien™ for six menths agalnst a lessee charging ar
@mke excessive price for transfer of a leasehold and after several
conferences the Council tock the matter up again and adopted what I
have maked as®Second revision" where the matter stands. The only




~ change in the lease was in inserting the worcs, " and the representa
tions and agreements of lessee in his application made for the land
described, which are made a part of this lease contract as fully as
if set forth therein."

’ The last revision seems to suit the members and land is
being freely applied for o n its conditions, while the change has
led to a definite loosening of the hold en unused lots of people,
vho were holding them with a hope of getting "bonuses" for their
transfer. :

This is pretty much the story, which ypu may make use of
te suit yourselves. It seem to me of considerable interest. I am
also enclosing reprint of an article by David Holt, well-known
new:paper man, shewing now it impressed him.

I am not getting the Survey now and would be glad to sce
a copy in which any reierence is made to the matter.

Yours very truly










Jan. 76,1926,

Thomas Adanms,
130 East aanu Street,
New York City. ’

Dear Sir;-

I am greatly mortified that your favers regarding fkm a
proposed To'n Planning scheme for Pairhope and alsc for general
information about the application of the Single Tax here has
failed to receive attention. It was laid aside for the publie
cation of & new folder regarding Fairhope, whioh would give
the information d=sirad or most of it and forgotien.

I an pleasnd to answer today. Am obliged to say that
practically ncthing has ‘een done abont the application of Mr.
Montoliu's plans to the development of the Town. 0Dur people
have not particularly taken to the "szoning" idea, though I nee
our state's largest city Birmingham, is taking some¢ action in the
matter and, I belivo, has secured some action by ahthe legisla-
ture, anthori zing zoning, but probably applying only to that city.

As to our Single Tax Gblony, weé consider it a distinct
sucesss, not in the way of being a "boom" town, which we care noth
ing about, but in keeping land open for use, encouraging inyrovo-
ments and paintaining a healthy, hapry social corndition.

: 1 am enclosing a recently issued folder, shich states
quite ¢’'edarly how we apply the Single Tax and »hat we claim for it
You will note that legally ours is rurely a private Ihnd-holxing
gorporation, with no authority whataver over taxation* but col-
lecting the rental value of its land and using the sase to  ay

- the taxes of its lesases upor their 1mprovementa and personal
-prorerty, exrending the anrplua for vagious publie purposes,.
Alaramsd by the possible svil effects of the boom apparently ap-
proaching from Florida, we have recently taken apuoial measures,

to prevent spsounlation in loamehOvda and they are ha ing a sal-
utary effect, { :

The Single Tax Corporation, holding about half the lamd
within the Town limits of xhka Fairhope pays the larger rart of the
Town taxes (for itself and its lesseca) and practically all the
buesiness insatitvtions of the town are on its land, -

‘I am enclosing a copy of our form of lease and the apy
plication which applicants for land are required to sign andmake
& part of their lease contract.

I hope the matter will be of intufest and rosaibly some
service to you. yours very truly,

)
SESEREI S L







