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LAaw OFFICE
ABE D. WALDAUER
BANK OF COMMERCE BUILDING

ABE D. WALDAUER
MeEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

HUGH N.CLAYTON

March 6, 1934,

Mr. E. B. Gaston,
Fairhope, Ala.

Dear Mr. Gaston:

Answering yours of March 3d, there is enclosed
herewith copy of letter today being written Senator McKellar.

If I can do anything further on the matter, do
not hesitate to command me.

Fraternally yours,

At

ADW:G




nm " 19“‘

Senator Kenneth Mckellar,
Senate Office Building,
¥ashington, D. C.

My dear Senator McKellar:

There are fifteen single tax colonies or enclages
in the world, The oldest is located in your native state of
Alabama; and ten of them are in the United States.

liore than ten thousand citizens reside in these
colonies.

The legal set up is generally as follows:

The colony, which is either a eorporation or a
trust, omns ail of the land within the enclave, and leases its
land under a ninety nine year lease for "economic ground rent.”
This means the bare usable site value of the land, exclusive
of any improvements in or om land.

The rent thus collected is used to pay all taxes,
both state and county, sgainst land and improvements.

Improvements are privately owned and placed on the
land by individuals.

There is a defect in the law permitting loans which
are eligible to the Home Owners Loan Corporation. This defect
is that no provision is made, apparently, to make loans to homee
owners that have utilized the lands of these single tax colonies.

8o far as I know, Fairhope, Alabama, is the only
state where the problem is pressing; but it may develop with
other colonies.

I would suggest that the law be amended so as to pro-
vide that leases for a term of fifty years or more, under which
the tenant has the right to remove buildings or other Valuable




improvements upon the termination of these leases, should
be made available to loans under the act.

The group at Fairhope is communicating with
Senator Black and Congressmen Lister Hill on this subject.
I would assure you that if you can help them in any way
in securing this amenddent proposed, it would be greatly
appreciated by me. '

] I am asking no radical departure from the
existing law. My suggestion merely contamplates that lease~
holds for fifty years or more, whether located on singletax
colonies or privately owned, together with the improvements
thereon, shouléd be made available to loans by the HOLC; end
that this corporation should likewise come to the ald of
distressed homee which may be built upon leaseholds, where
the tenure is for fifty years or more.

with best personal wishes, I am

Truly your friend,
ADW:G
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iarch 6, 1934.

¥r. Joseph Dana Miller,
¢/o lLand & Freedom,

150 Nassau Street,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Joseph Dana uiller:

You will be interested in the enclosed letter
to Senator NceKellar. :

This refleets a real problem in Fairhope; and
it ocecurs to me that this is a matter on which the New York
group might help. -

Very truly yours,
ADY:G




HOME OWNERS’ LOAN CORPORATION
WASHINGTON

March 10, 1934

Honorable Kenneth McKellar,
United States Senate,
Senate Office Building,
Washington, D. C.

Re:s Single Tax Colonies

Dear Senators

Your letter of March 8, to Mr. Webb, together with
letter from Mr. Abe D. Waldauer of March 6 to yourself has
been turned over to me for reply.

It is indeed 2 matter of great regret that the
Corporation finds itself unauthorized by law to make the de-
sired loans on the single tax colonies mentioned in the letter.
However, as it is understood here, the title of the individual
applicant is merely a leasehold, and not a fee simple, and the
leasehold interest itself is generally not under a renewsble
lease for not less than 99 years.

The Act itself requires in the case of an application
having only a leasehold interest, that such leasehold be Munder
a renewable lease for not less than 99 years." As represented
to this Corporation, none of the leasses in these tax colonies are
reneweble leases within the meaning of the Act. The Act
apparently had reference to the leaseholds so common in Beltimore.

I am returning Mr. Waldauer's letter.
Yours very truly,

# (P4

W. T. Stockton,
Asso. Gen. Counsel.




KENN’ET& MCKELLAR, TENN., CHAIRMAN

PARK TRAMMEI& FLA.

CARL HAYBEN, ARIZ.

GEORGE MC GILL, KANS.
JOSIAH WILLIAM BAILEY, N.C.
W. J. BULOW, S.DAK.

JAMES F. BYRNES, s.C.

M. M. LOGAN, KY.

FRED H. BROWN, N.H.

JOHN E. ERICKSON, MONT.
JOSEPH C. 0’'MAHONEY, WYO.

THOMAS D. SCHALL, MINN.
LYNN J. FRAZIER, N.DAK.

FELIX HEBERT, R.I.

ROBERT M. LAFOLLETTE, JR., WIS.

W. WARREN BARBOUR, N.J. * h _[ { {
e AVlnife afes Denafe

ERNEST W. GIBSON, VT.

COMMITTEE ON
POST OFFICES AND POST ROADS

March 12, 1934

Honorable Abe D. Waldauer,
Bank of Commerce Building,
Memphis, Tennessee

My dear Abe:

I am now enclosing a letter from Mr. Stockton
of the Home Owners Loan Corporation which is self-
explanatory.

With kindest personal reggfds,

rely your friend,
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Law OFFICE 3
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* ABE D WALDAUER S
BANK OF COMMERCE BUILDING =
ABE D. WALDAUER
B ; MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

HUGH N.CLAYTON

March 15, 1934.
r. E. B. Gaston,
Fairhope, Ala.
Dear Brother Gaston:

Attached is letter from Senator lcKellar,
together with enclosure.

Let me know if I can do anything further
in the matter.

Of course, it goes without saying that if
I can help, you have only to command me.

Fraternally yours,

i WM







_Hon. Iister Hi11, oy L
Member of Congress,
®eshington, D. C.

By deer Bre Mlltee < Fairhope end Bomom-n' Ioen Corporations

e take the liberty of enclosing coples of letters
wpitten todey to Senator Blach end Representotive Buddlestene ;
Ihis refors to o situation with which you are, no doubt, femiliar,
::tgrq- Gceston and Mr. Boobe have, no doubt, becn in corrcepondence

JoUe : : ;

- rmmmumummzzrmmm nechinery at
Tashi n end will no doubt bo able te t ¢ short ancndaent
that might be pusced by .the present oo 8 80 58 to rclicve
the situation c8 to renewable leeses make 1t posaeible to
c::gt 1:' decse to the limlt of the period permissible under tho
a . ‘ ; ; e

: . Te people of Fairhope will certeinly approcisteo my
assistence that you ean ronder and the writer 1o ¢ the 11

of writing you as he 48 & property owmor in Fuirhope, t hes no
dnterest in . pending loan, but only an interest in the welfare:
‘of the colony iteelf, ; \ :

Very tmuly yours,

~ fac/







yoers", otcs

Hone Lister Hill, '
1422 House Offiece Bnilding,
tashington, T, "Ce :

Desr Ure Billie | i 4 | \

; mmvbrymmmrymmor&elsm,w
elosing letter from Hre fs o Hutchison, "iscietent Generel
Hereger® of the Home Owners' Losn Corporation, (who @
on the scewe for the Iirst t.imtommmh&w) in the
metier of our endecvor lo sequro the benefite of the HiUdiele
te ¢istressed holders of nooes on lend lessed of cur Core '
poretion, holding thet the sume ig not peesivle under the
;grd.lng 5f the sty while iire Jemes ie Webb, of reblle, -

stelet Attormey feor that Cerporeticn, Hre Becbe, atlorney
for “sidwin County for the sume, end lrs 7. Gendier
assistent ctuw.r Alsbeme ‘er the corporeilion with
offive et Wml ,nllholduaumum!‘wm
interprotation of the lew es 1% exiats, which would cover
such le2oeds : T & oy s :

5 AN
X :

/ H‘.‘.‘ A

tE You express your desive to o Baybng which @n
be done” whidh we sssure you ls great apgreciated and ssk
“ﬂ:\e de you op your nttorney sugres got the He0laCe
ot & L5, ! Gl -

. Mre Jumes . Jebo, wiio hes beon our ettorngy duve -
ing the existence of our teleny here end is district al orney
of the HelsleCo cugi::ta an emenduent to the set "to the
effect that leases a tom of £ifty years or more, under
which the tenent hes erected bulidings snd other velusble

@aents anmmu,wzwmwcwmem

improv
seme on temilnution of the Loode, ghall be eligibles" y

: . Hy own ides ls twi w;u’b.m%nx sinpdy
atyiking out the word "reneva jo" which would lecve it as
foliowst " lossehold uader & leete for not lecs -theo 99

| But 1 relse the question, demord o locss for B
99 yoero muam-mn,uaumummum .
3% Jearos and the besis for bonde which are % be paid n ¥ {
et T i e s T 0 8
an ney pro o e 8 -whi ‘.
hoved, over within an!‘w"ngsn ; e ’ , ot

1t wes interesting to note thet Mre mtmhm, )
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Hon. Lister Eill, - - #2 - - Nar,17th, 1934,

wrote our form of lecse before hinm, mede no
objeec on’ eo my of ltn unusual condl tious but based his obe
Jjection solely the mvulon for 1ts "term of 99 yufc"

\ He concedes that the requirement of a renewable
lesse for not less then ninety-nine years" prevents meking
any leases in Alebama; se¢ 1t is not only loans ou our
corperation leases but all other lcans on ses that are
made lmpossivle under the lawy g L

Senator Eenneth NcKellar, K of Tennessee, hes bem
dmm into the effort to secure a moa:lﬁeation of this biil,
through his end our very good friend, Mr. Abe De Weldauer

of Hemphis, Tenn., to whon Senstor McKeller referred & o
ter rocelved by him from Hr, ¥, T. Stockton, wao 18 "Asso.
Genersl Counsel™ of the H.0.L.Cs, concluding which he S878 8
fiihe Aet ap mr.ntly had reference to the lesseholds so common
in Faltimore”, but no particulars of which I havo been ablo
so far teo set hold ofe -

gur good friend, Hire Fe N. Qrtls with the Woodward

Iron Company of Eirmingha-, nes interested hintself in this SR

metter and in a Jetter to Somtor Elack, copy of which he :
sent me, says, "I called at the He0eLeCOrporation Fridey Aole,
and talked wiln Mre. W, G. Stone, attorney for the Corporations
He had spent & grest desl of time end workz on the ‘ailrhope
cese trying to persuade Waahivgtnn te change. Zoth he and:
Mr, Burton belleve the Colony lease ahmld te accaptcd and
you cén count on thelr cooperation.”

Is it necessary that we mvc an gttorney at Wadh inge=
ton to represent us in this natter?

Approeiating most deeply your friendly interest
dn this matien,

Host Qimorely yours,
PAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX CORPORATION,

. : sy 3 & )
r3o/u T 5. U, Gostor, Secrctary
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March 17th, 1934,

Hon, Lister Hill,
Hember of Congress, :
Weshington, D. Ce . BN

\ .

¥y depr Mr, Hilltee = Falvhope end Home Owners! Loan Corporetion=.

lb take the liberty of enclesing copies of letters

 written today to Senator Blac: and Representetive Huddleston,

This refers to & situstion with which you are, no doubt, femillar,
n; Mr. Goston and Mr. Beebe have, no doubt, been in correspondence
with you. ; \

You are familiar with the governmentsl machinery et
Washington end will no doubt be ablé to draft & short amencdment
that might Le pessed by the present co ss so #8 to relieve
the situation a8 to renewable lesses make it possible to
acecept 1: lease to the 1limit of the periocd permissible under the
stete law, \ gy

: The poople of Fairhope will certeinly cppreciate
assistance that you cen render and the writer is taking the libert;
of writing you as he is & property owner in Fairhope, Lut hes ne
interest in eny pending loan, but enly en interest in the welfere
of the coleny itself. : - : - -

Very truly yours,
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| IF | March 17, 1934 B -9

Hon. Lisf‘nr Hill,
Washingtoh, D.C.

Dear Hr. Hill:=

Thank you for yours of 13th, enclosing lettsr from Mr. 8
A.E.Hutonison, fAssistant General Managher" of the liome Owners

Loan Corporation, who appears on the scene for the first time, ’

to our knowledge, in the matter of our endeavor to secure the f
benefite of tha HOLC to distressed holders of homas on land . e
leased of our Corporation, holding that the sase ie not possible ‘

u nder the wordimg of the act; the first to do so bed ny Mr. W.F, ‘“i?

Thoapson, "Assistant Attorney®™ at Washington; while Mr. James H. ;

Webb, of Mobile district attorney for the Hole, Mr. Bsebe, county

attorney = for Baldwin Coumy, =2n4 Mr. J. Chandler Burton, assist-

ant attorney for Alabaaa for the HOLC, all hold that there is room

for an interpretation of the law as it exist=, which would cover

such leases. f , b -]
You express your desire to "do anything which. can be

done” which we nssure you is greutly appreciated and ssk "what

do you or your attoney suggesi."to *hich we reply, an endeavor

to get the HOLC act asended. g .
dr. James 4. Webb, w-o has be-n our attorn=y during the

existence of our Colony here and is district attorney of the

HOLC suggestsan amendzent to the aoct "to the effect that deases

for a term of fifty years or mor2, under which the tencsat has

erested builiings and other valuable improvements on the prem=

ises, with the right to remove the sase on ter:ination of the

Leaze, shall bz eligible." §

vy 1dea is that the act be amended by simpy R%riking out
the word®renewable® which would leave itas follows: { Ak

i

"A leasehold wunder a lease for noh less than 99 years®

8te, |
But I raise the question, w'y desand a lease¢ for 29
years or more,to secure a koan, Which is to be rep<id Within 15
years; the vasis for bonds whioch are to be paid in 17“yaars,
all by and thro an organization which is conecdedly an ¢ rergancy
proposition? R : i N

t was interesting to noté'that Mr..Hutohi'ba, whdfﬁ.
wrote you, and having our form of lease before him, mhde no ref- S
erence to any of the unusuable condit \ : it

*
;4

B ) 4wk

A J §od




Mareh 17th, 1034

Hon. Fugpo "leck, > : ;
United “tetes “entte, = ; %
Wagh ington, T, C. = 3

My dear Senator Blackie~ ~Yeithope end Pume Owners' Loam Corporetion-

Briefly steted, Teirhope is deprived of the benefits of loans
from the flone Ownere®' lLosn Corporstion, dus to the ¢lruse in the law covering "pe-
neweble lenses™ as the colony leeres ére for ninety nine yeers ané our stste lewe pro-

-hidit & lesse beyo'd ninety nine yeurs.

Y "he Legel Tepartment at Birminglem believes the corporetion csa 4
aocept o colony loase but the Logal Tepertment et Yeshington refuses. If Yairhope is B
“to @et eny denefit from the Fome Ovnere' lLosn Corporation, them Washington must chenee
their opinion, or en enmdment peesed to oun the situation.

You sre femilisr with "l‘lrhopo and know it 12 made up of homes
um und er amutlou more fovoreble then eoull be found enyvhere else. Ye realize
. that you are very busy, tut thought you mirht pass this lotter on, or meke some sugjfes=
tion thet would ssoist in clerifying the issue. Yo are todsy riting to the lon. Lister
B:ﬁl. samding hin & ecopy of this letter, and also sendirs the seme to the Mon. Jeorge
fud leston .

“he vriter's Interview with the Legel lepertment ot Bimingcham
yesterday wen wery catisfectory, but they were helpless in vtn of Qm attitude of the
Legal Tepartment ot “ashington.

¥ith kind regerds, we remmin,

Yours very truly,

1
Bl
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Fairhope, Alabama, darch 19, 1934,

Executive Council,
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation,
Fairhope, Ala.

Gentlemen:

dy father was one of those organizing the Falrhope Single Tax
Corporation. I have been a member of it for practically all my adult life
and during conelderably more than half my total epan of years and, aside
from my own home and family, the corporation has been the predominant in-
~ terest of my 1life. I feel, therefore, that I am not only justified but
that it 1s ay duty to ask from your body a definite statement of policy.

Under date of January 18, 1933, the secretary sent out notice of
the annual meeting asking members to meet to "counsel together regarding
the situation now confronting our corporation.” Attendance on the meeting
developed neither a statement of what situation confronted our corporation
nor counsel as to me‘hods of meeting it. :

Certainly none of you will question that the intent of the Georg-
ist movement is to substitute for all taxee on personal and real property
the taking of the economic rent of land exclusive of the laprovements there-
on. November 21, 1932, the Executive Council recinded ite order of 1908
providing for the full repayment to our lessees of municipal taxee, although
this provision was evidently in line with the intent of our conetitution
which provides that all taxes levied by the state, county or township shall
be pald out of the general fund of the corporation. (Moneye and credite ex-
cepted.) This provision showed the intention of the founders to pay strict-
1y local taxation. That thie was the intention 1s aleo proved by the declar-
ation of the charter, "Holding all land in the name of the corporation and
paying all taxes on the same and improvemente and personal property of les-
eees thereon."

: In accordance with the principles set forth in the constitution
our mesbers have joined themeelves together and, in accordance with the prin-
ciples set forth in the charter, the State of Alabama hae empowered us to do
business. Now an effort to emasculate these provisions further is being con-
teamplated. Ie it the purpose of this council to push thie movement and to
take from our constitution the principle which has governed it? Shall we
break faith with our meambers and lessees and repudiate our policy ae pledgéd
to the State of Alabama? I feel that I am peculiarly fitted to uphold thie
principle as I do not benefit financially by its retention as my rente are
far in excess of my taxes. .

If we do thie thing we fall utterly to illuetrate Georgist princ-
ples. iore than that, we are a detriment, rather than a help, to the cause
as 1lluetrated by the fact that our president told me that when a gentleman
clted the colony policies to hin his response was to consider the gingle tax
principle and not the conduct of the colony. :

Thie emasculation of principle is represented ae neceseary, it
being contended that we slaply cannot finance the repayaent of taxes. If
such 1e the case either our contention that the economic rent ies sufficient
to finance public needs 1s falese or we have become financially involved
through scme other route. As a matter of fact, the entire tax refund for
1930, which includes municipal as well as state and county taxes.was $2,141.30,
In contrast to this, in the sane year, there wae of that year's rent alone,
§15,130037 uncollected. Our lease (Clauee 4) agrees that, speaking of rents,
All shall be adninistered as a trust fund for the equal benefit of those
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leasing its lands." 1In private life a trust officer who falled, as tue
corporation nas done, to collect and conserve & trust fund would be subject
to prosecutlon. Our moral obligation to collect and properly use this rent
fund i1s no liess.

As thinge stand the lessee who pays all his rent 1s not getting all
the corporation has agreed to give him in the way of benefits but is siaply
furnishing a fund which paye salaries and enabies the corporation to exist
while subsidizing, indirectly, those who do not pay. Iin other worde a yrem-
ium 1s beling placed on negligence and refusal to iive up to contractual obli-
gations with all the disadvantages accruing to the nrompt, conscientious
lesgses.

The corporation recently made & settlement with the Bank of Falr-
hope by which, according to estimated figures given me by the secretary, the
corporation lost about £1,700.00 and in one caese at least the lessee 18 ab-
soived from her previous indebtedness to the corporation and left in possee-
sion of much of the iand upon which she wiil become delinquent and will
probably repeat the process. 7This amount was pledged for the equal benefit
of a2ll our lessees. SR

In connection with this question of fair treatment of lesesees it
might be pertinent to observe that the kindly policy of the corporation in
renting houses owned by the corporation to the indigent for less than the
ground rent can but react unfavorably on those lessees who make theilr living,
in whole or in part, by renting houses and apartments. Also this kindliness
to persons who have no claim on us has hbeen questioned as long as we feecl
unable to remunerate the librarian and her assistant by creiite on rente for
their work for us, though the constitution declares that libraries shall be
established and maintained at the expense of the corporation.

I should like to point out that the passage of thie amendament will
not void our leases now outstanding and we will still be obliged to iseue
rent certificates to those who are entitled to them under such leases, so
that we will profit but little from a financial point of view.

That we have drifted into a distreseing situation ig apparent, as
évidenced by the fact that some time ago our president asked me for my reac-
tion to the proposition of refueing to pay the corporation land taxees, and
our vice president asked for my impressions of tne same course of action
with the explanation that it would at least prevent anyone froa profiting by
the dissolution of the corporation. Personally, should our officers fecl
thiat 1t is lapoesible to continue our work as laid down in the constitution,
it would seem better to me to deed those lots which have real laprovements
on them to the lessees who have helped to build up our town, leaving the
liquidation of unleased land to the corporation, rather than tarow it open to
tax sale and thus subject it to epeculation by thoee who have ready morey,
which would result in financial embarrassment of those wno have their prop-
erty thereon.

I realize that it 1s a condition and not a theory which confronts
us and I am unable to suggest a suitable solution now that the damage 1s done
but 1 call your attention to the fact that for esome years previous to the
election of the present board of trusteee each succeeding board did call
attentlion to these financial difficulties and I do say that we cannot well
continue to penalize our financialily and conscientiously responsible lesseee
for the purpose of paying salariee, which have suffered no reduction, and for
the 1ndirect subsidizing of the activities of the delinquent. I should
appreclate a statement of policy by the councll as to how this situation ie

to be met.




o

I aleo wish to call your attention to a growing dieregard for the
provielone of our constitution which guarantees the membership a chance for
referendum on all actions of the council. The grant for a ball park wae made
at a speclal meeting and the work wae under way before the minutes were pub-
liehed. The council, after declaring sgeinst the policy of deeding the golf
links and in faver of a leasing policy, 414, by special neeting and by the
signeturee of the officers of the corporation, give a deed to the same which
vae recorded before the minutes of the meeting were published.

The constitution requires an annual appraisment of the lands of
the corporation and yet a ten year lease was glven ¥re. Christopher at a
fixed rentel for the tera.

The constitution requires the trusteees to "Annually, and at other
tiaee in their diecretion, submit reports advising the meambere of the condi-
tion and needs of the corporation business in all departaents.”" No such
report haes been aade since 1930.

In reference to the trustees the constitution also requires tiat
"they shall act as a conmittee to audit all accounts.” I have been inforzed
that they falled to do that in the case of the treasurer's books for 1933,

It has been said that necessity knows no lav and throughout this
land today there are many meking the plea of neceseity to tear down our 1ib-
erties but I hold to the idea that those who have joined an organization on
the strength of the principle enunciated in ite constitution have a right to
expect that 1t will be conducted in accordance therewith, and I feel as ny
father 4id when, in 1906 he wrote to Yr. Fele, "I cannot enjoy association
with thoee who are willing to endure the suspiclon of wishing to betray our
solean declaration of Frinciplee."”

Yay we expect a closer adherence to the conetitution in the future?
2incerely,

Anne B. Call.




LISTER HILL, M.C. MEMBER OF
SECOND DISTRICT OF ALABA| COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS

/ y Congress of the United States

Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B.C.

March 21, 1934,

Mr. E. B. Gaston,
Fairhope, Ala.

My dear Mr. Gaston:

I am just in receipt of your letter of the
17th with reference to the matter of loans from the Home
Owners Loan Corporation in Fairhope. On Monday I had quite
a conference about this matter with Mr. Russell, the Chief
Attorney for the Home Owners Loan Corporation. I am taking
up the contents of your letter with him and calling his
particular attention to your suggestions in the matter which
certainly appeal to me. Just as soon as I have some further
information I will let you hear further from me.

Let me once more assure you of my very great
desire to do everything I possibly can in the matter.

Please write me anytime.

—

With kindest personal regards, I am,

Very sincerely,

OQ -

Z




Fairhopo, Alabame, April 10, 164,
Feliow Nenbers of tuc Falruope Singie Tex Corjporstion,

1 s sddressing you in o, ,08ition to e projosed constilutional amedd-
ment liziting the jayment of Laxes on lajrovemonts and personul properiy of
our lessees to 4« Sum no larger thuen tae rent cnargeu on each individual
lease, and in Peily to tue circular receatiy sent you by a number of the
penbers, including tue preasnt officers.

Ny huscana ane 1 Lave Decn memovers of tue comporation for over tuirty-
four yours. 0 nus SOrved us treasurer, ssoretury and four Lemms as presi-
dent and 1 neia tae ofiice of trustee for sixteen consscutive yeurs. Ny
fatoer, James beiiungec, was one of tue cosony's founders, havin, been on
the coumittee of Location ana naving given tue firet caeck for nembersailp
peia dnto 1Ls Lrewsury. We nave, taerefore, been vilaiiy interested in,
 wiis very fecldiaar sita, .08 cntire Luale of Lue cororab.on.

Tue enciosed Jletior sas sritien to tue execuLivVE councili and has® had
no repiy. It wouis not Le eont Lo Ooulsiae wenbers, sho huve no power to
renedy conditions, were it not for its beariang on the yro,osed wmendment.
Probably the circuler expiains the position of the council ad all ite pem-
pers signea it. In passing, the fuct mentioned in the ietier, tuaat toe
treasurer’'s book® hed not becn exumined, douvtiess ied to the correction of
that conaition as Lney nave now been sudited,

ALl figuree herein mentioned were given me by tne Lreasurer or taken
froz thno minutes and are doubtless correet to this date. In my o) inion our
trouble lies not in attempting too mueh, for to attempt less wouid strip
our eofforts of all value a8 a degonstration, but in not doing shat we did

attenpt.

% have made of a ocow yasture the Largest and best town ia Baldwin
gounty under our con:c.itution us it now slunds but we have never been busi-
pessiike in the conuuct of our affuirs. Fron tus early aays we have been
slack in the coislection of rents. A seuron tarough tne minutes for inforn~
ation on otner matters incidental.y revealed sotion by tae councii in re~
sard %0 rents in LvA3, 1eiB, 1817, 1985, ivSu and iV, all yours before
the great degression. None of tuese utiou socn to have becn sfrective.

In iy the searetury pocket-velotd a Duaber of advertisepents of sale
of jsprovements for asiinguent reats suich the trewsurer usd sent him An
his sapacity of yrinter, tne cxocuse bein, tuut he just could not bear % do
it. The constitution does not  ive the secrelary any executive gowers. One
of tue HAvortiseconls wus Lo L8 Sui® of & DUSLOSES Wwouss. Tue ownor Las
ghown nis wpreciation of tue fuet taat toe secretary overste,.ed his suthor-
ity in hie benalf by continuing %o be celinquent, ais atcount on rent due for
that leasenoid nos being (64¢.67, the fourtn year after the foregoing inei-
dent.

xpee
the eieven o r our have thneir rents paid to the end
of 1033, two have no land leased and five owe a sum whieh, at the close of
1933 totaled (1,410.50 and whien is stilil unpald., To this sum should be ade~
ed the rent of ome officer for 143) shich has not even beéon Gomputed but
shose present indebtedness, exelusive of that year, is (568,35, :

The total refund in 1lsd. to persons shose Laxes exceceded tneir rents
was 8. 14..50.. Of tuis amount $l,l.v..v was eliminaied by action of the
council in reference to tue municijal taxes, leaving about §i,vvv..v whieh




-fe :
*Incressingly threatens the finsnelal eafety of the colory." Perhaps it coes
Tiie we Lave olTicers whe Wii. Sig: =uch & pies @% thinm whiie themaclves
owing & great deai moe than Lhé awounti at preseut invoived. In the case of
omne officer; his unpald bzliance at Lhe epd of iIv37 wae L141.50 and 48 etild
unpaid, whiie ke corporation padd to him during that year, §1,19¢.48.

Of the $%,6141.30 refunced in 1630 only $60U.00 ean, by any streteh of
the imagination, be considered as going to pecpie deseribed in the eirculor
es naving “discovered” Fuirnope wikd «00 have woved were wilh means acd have
1ived hel® VEWONE Goimc bang w business. This s wes peic to wweniy-seven
peopie and ranges frou tweniy-iwo Ceuts o an lLunured-and-oud doliars ana 1
think there arc few whio wouid sSay that thne presence of these twweniy-seven
hcuseholds and the lnprovemenss bwiit by taem, ana «he money spent by tnew in
the connsnity, #es8 not woria $OU0.uv & yeuwr to 1L,

As Mpr. R, B. Gaston has regeatediy brougnt out. tne lawe protect the
1andlord auc e corporasion A8 Lué skncloru An LS Came. NOo .aw Limite
the advants of our entes chargyes and our Lease provides for the msale of im-
provements for wipaic rents. Take my own cuse: In it k4 ny rente swcunted
te FIER.00, In 1830 they were $5c3.8%; only i¥g less than double the charge
for i198¢ and during this time the tax rate hus not ancreased. buring those
yoars we geve awsy our sharf, warehouse and bath houses, our golf links ana
parks, end curtaiiod our experdiiwres for highways from L518.5¢ to 216R,.3¢.
In i6¥4 w& paid out for miscelianeous berefita thousands of doliare: in ¢33
g2 few huncreds, we advanced ithe support of the library from 00,00 te :
$600,00 por anrem and then reduced it to $300.00.

IncPeased revermes should npturally lead to inercesred benefitma. It je
true that from 1e¢E5 Lo ivEs we enjoyed a net profit from the wharf of sbomt
$6,000.00 per anmm. This, however, is only one-thira of the sum uncollect-
ed on 1830 rent gnd it ir equally true that we prospered and ftock cere cof
our chligations in the yeara fromw 1613 to 1923, cduring shich time the whole
inoome from the wharf wae deveoted to the Peoples Reilpecad, an organizaticr
which wee uneble to make the financiel grede even with thie eubeidy.

This year (1834) as a resuit either of the force of publie opirion, ecs
1 euspeet, or the 'oguol;gég ;%nagu b’? ﬂmﬁ ntuatﬁon“ the rents
have been reduced four pereent. 8 48 ne offere the con-
seienticus lessee wno honors hie signature wnile officers, wno should held
the welfare of the corporation parsmount, may contimie for years to ignore
th:u- oblLigations and hold tne legsl power to increase rents tc cover thie
defioit,

Boonomio rent will siwgvs cover tne coat of publieciy financed betier-
ments becense yeople will pay to live in & plece wmal the advanta,es of Life
there are worth, which alse includes the wortn of privately financed advant-
ag®e sueh as private schools, enurches, theatres, dootors, dentists, ete,,
but theoy cen not be expected to pe$ for benefits they de not receive. Asice
fror tares ond street assessments the amount paid out by the correration in
1983 for the benefit of its lespees mas $564.73, of whiech §300,00 was for

the library.

Let v2 not delude ourselves. W¥e are apply adle %o psy the refund if the
rents are collected. The trcudble of nonecllection of rente in elpost ae
sggruvated & form existed defore iho 'egtnclﬁ%c industrial .nd finenoisl
situation” eventusted and then, at now, could be blam o mény, no -
the officers sho, naturally, are not able to enforce agreements whioh they
themsslves do not respect. ' i

Voting on this amendment in the affirmative will not change the conduct
of tho®se who are noi willang %o :sacrifice something for the corporation and
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1% Wili oniy give Lacam ope ie8d sxouse Lo advaadte foF e Tinancial ooaditioa
of %the colony. To shangs the conatitution as proposed will, as dr. 5. W,
Gaston has repsatedly saidd, "€at the very heart out of the colouy® To say
that we nay At any tims resume I8 full paymeal of Laxes ie o bDeg the gues-
_%ion. WMo baskward ster taken oy tne colony, aind waey have been many, has
aver boen regained. (i has. through desd of Lift and otnerwise, disposed of
its cewszaps®, town hal., watarworks, teifpnons systen, pamoking saed, aar’
and warshouss, batn ouss3, Golff 1inks ana some sixty acres of paris gpd Las
S3riously Soasidered tne 4i0p0sal of %3 L40rary, altnougn i% A8 pieagen by
133 CoDSLAtuLion 0 ostabLisn and nAlatbkin Such wavanbagos.

he dgnger of saloasoz, asd ows riination Lnaredy, u4s L3en a favoriie
20040 of our op.OnNenss durin, Lue Wi0ie tuirt;-Lfive ucurs we have liveu hare
but w8 Lave naver geon taen; Lor wiili we, Palsces arw nos usualasy built in
towns "fap to one sida” and witiout "medern: hard-murfaced. hamausa aluaways”
Like bo,eta AikS ant ,0lansd albract Lal860U Lok, &8 SVADY Foak GO a80
ZA0WS, 1O S00AOKniC TOnk A8 Toably lo3r0asdi LWaersiy. wWe Bhouid WeLOoWe
taen; our Suaader of Couavrce, +ilh wWnisu our IeOroLasy snd nis puper ars
afriiiated, sould de deligubed o nave Liem edd Rrid DOCSL Luna vaiuse, b
taodr hopa is Tutile. :

Indiviguad Aand xeais aimays tead 40 overiakeo Andividuas Lazes sad ac-
drazgLa M6 Wl w3 higher %han agurageta Laxen, Thole enrovauens walell 11
aur sarly davs were 20 £ias wnat WeAr Iwness vowelad of 2 reluad and Lwughed
2L oar foolisnansss in paying than o 1476 aere, are now mediocre and tueir
ground renta are far wore than weir Wxes., History repeats itselfr. Wny
set un hoglas wish whish to frightss ocurssives? OJur officers nave the jinv-
tors and suc godlias wiil gii ‘em AL they don't eaivcu oub!

Lat us bo consistent in our clains to be Georgiste and not retrsat Trom
tho princinlas w2 have 313276 advocated, or lat us frankiy adait waat has
rapoatedly baen =aid of ue 3y owr aritise, thet wo are doowsd to fail ama
do nor X7s What =8 have Dadn taikipng sbout all these ysars.

Sinesrely,
Acae Seiiange® Lall.

Wouldwork my fingers to the bone to carry on a genuine demonstration
but this amendment will wreck it as a demonstration., I am sixty years old,
- my husband is an invalid and cannot work, I paid last year within 18¢ of
twice the rent I paid in 1924 for only twoe feet more land, with no inersasse
‘42 tax rate and my business is not more than one third what 1t was in 1924.
Is it just under these aonditions to keep our rents up in order to sub-
eidize others who will not pay, many of them young and strong?




