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2015.001.066(1) 

(No 6) 

Chattanooga June 19th 1865 

Dear Friend Lottie:- 

 The horses were cleaned before 5 oclock this morning also fed and watered, so I can just as 

well attend to you this morning as to wait until evening. You can give the scholars a good long 

recess and as it is so warm we will dispense with the walk and sit here in the schoolroom. You need 

not fear that near neighbor of yours for if she makes her appearance you will introduce me as your 

cousin just from the Wars. Of course that will be satisfactory to her. We will set in the great arm 

chairs (for of course you have provided two since you received my warning) and have a good old 

fash- 
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ioned chat such an one as we had the night that Sus and Orpha had so much to attend to out in the 

hall.  

Imagine yourself seated at my table, with seven young fellows (in your case Ladies) in the same 

room raising old Ned, and others running in and out all the while, and tell me if you do not think 

that under such circumstances letter writing is a very agreeable and pleasant occupation. One can 

think so well, also there is no trouble about composition. It is a very easy matter to collect ones 

thoughts to form stray ideas into battle array and after they are formed to march them forward 

under a galling flank and front fire. Just think of the heavy responsibility resting on my shoulders. 

Of the sleepless nights, of the care worn face and then pitty[sic] me. Think you I will not resign soon. 

I am very happy to make the accquanitance of Miss Ann, Miss Cretia[?], Mr George and Mr Thomas. 

Will go after wintergreens(?) of course. Shall not agree to be the least bit bashful. I’m getting over 

that. Can now look a lady in the face without blushing. 

Would like very much to be there and help you to entertain your too numerous company. Would 

resign your escort and talk cousin George blind would you? I doubt your talking me blind but for 
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fear you may succeed when I pay you a visit I will come armed with a pair of leather goggles. They 

say that leather is good for sore eyes. When properly applied. 

Yes, it was my intention to commit suicide but I choose the wrong time to fall. I fell on sand instead 

of rock as I should have done. Since then I have reconsidered the matter, and now promise that if 

you will wait 
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for me, and console me with that promise, of all promises, that I’ll not attempt it again until I hear of 

your marriage. Then I’ll go up on Lookout Mountain and throw myself over Lulah falls. Take 

warning, for if you do not you will surely commit murder. 

I cant find nary a “southern Belle that is willing to join her destiny with that of a “Northern Mudsill” 

or a despised “Yankee.” 

It was my eldest sister that I spoke of. Since I have learned that the time is indefinitely postponed 

Sate says that I must be at the wedding, as groomsman. I have not yet agreed to that part of the 

programme[?]. I have promised to be groomsman if she will let me choose the bridesmaid. I think 

you had better hurry home (no very great hurry though for I am not yet gone home) as you may 

stand a chance of being the chosen one. I do not know who Miss B.s intended is else I had told you 

before. Emes manages to omit the most important part of the news when she writes.  


