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Camp near Rossville Ga 
December 30th 1863 

Miss (?) Celinda 
 Your letter of the 9th just came to hand about the 21st and I assure you that I was 
very glad to hear from you – and obtain some news from the old Town –  
 I arrived from a long and weary march in East Tennessee on the 18th night (?)  but 
the Regiment being two or three hours behind me – did not reach camp until the morning 
of the 19th in consequence of a break in the pontoon bridge at Chattanooga –  
 That evening (the 18th) I was taken violently ill – and was confined to my tent 
unable to attend to any business for several days –  
 I had an attack of fever and a very severe cold – and the first writing I done (?) was 
on Christmas – and on the morning of the 26th we moved camp to this place – in the rain (?) 
 The day on which we moved was the first that I had sat up all day and the doctor 
ordered me not to move that day – but he was too 
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late for I was in the saddle when he gave the order – and my trunk and baggage had gone –  
 For two days after our arrival it rained almost without cessation, but today is as 
pleasant as a May day at home – so pleasant that I could not bear to sit in the tent and have 
been this greater part of the day on a stump in the dew watching the boys at work on their 
winter quarters. 
 During our long march my health was excellent – and the boys were in as good 
health as ever they were in camp for the same length of time –  
 The greatest drawback to us arose from the want of mails and news – During the 
term of 20 days we had no mails – no newspapers– nor even a reliable rumor –  
 We knew nothing of the particulars either at Knoxville or Chattanooga – and if ever I 
was near being homesick – it was when in East Tennessee.  
 We marched from Ringgold Saturday the 28th Oct (?) – passing to the left of  
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Cleveland – through Charleston – some three miles to the west of Athens – nearly to 
Kingston – then down the river – through Loudon to Morgantown – arriving there on 
Friday the 21st just after building a bridge out of a church and some other buildings in 
Morgantown – we crossed the river on Sunday and started for Marysville and after 
marching 4 or 5 miles we about faced and went back to the Town – we then marched  to 
Columbus on the Hiwassee – thence  to Charlestown and took nearly our old route to 
Chattanooga – making a march of over 200 miles – and this was done in the winter without 
having made any arrangements for such a march – on the way up we crossed the track of 
the 11th Corps near Cleveland – of the 15th Corps near Charleston – and of the 4th Corps 
near Athens - but I did not get to see but one man from Union Co. belonging to those Corps. 
 East Tennessee is more rolling than Union Co. and the improvements (?) are older – 
but in the size of the farms, scarcity of niggers – and looks of the citizens(?)  
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I have been more reminded of the northern country than by any portion of the Southern 
States which I have seen – This side of Cleveland I saw some little children – standing in 
and about the door of a log cabin who were neatly dressed in flannel – and looked clean – 
and it had been so long since I had seen anything of the kind that I felt like kissing every 
one of the little things – and am not sure but I should have done so had they been a little 
nearer the road side – I learned that the mother was a strong Union woman +  her husband 
was in our army – and I then thought more of the children than ever –  
There is some very beautiful and fertile country on the route & the most splendidly 
watered that ever I saw.  
 We also had some splendid views of the Great Smoky Mountains which divide 
Tennessee & North Carolina –  
 But with all the fine views we saw the effects of war – almost continually – in the 
deserted houses – uncultivated fields – scarcity of male citizens – and scarcity of flocks and  
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(address as before) 
M. C. Lawrence 

Cat 121st ovi 
herds which this country is so well calculated to produce and sustain – we heard frequent 
rumors  of persons being killed by guerillas – when within 4 or 5 miles of our Camp – and 
doubtless some of the rumors were true 
 I was rather surprised to hear that Capt. Smith passed off the stage of action so soon 
– It will be a very sore stroke to his father who thought as much of Denselle (?) as a father 
well could think of a son –  
 I sympathize deeply with his father and sisters in their bereavement and yet I 
cannot but think that tis as you say – for the best – if he was prepared – and I am led to 
believe that he was – At best tis only a matter of a few days time with any of us – when 
prepared – and those few are “full of trouble” 
 I agree with Judge Lawrence – in the matter of educating young ladies – I think that 
one great fault in their education at present is that it has  
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so little that is practical – aside from what is known as the common branches –  
 The studies of algebra – astronomy – chemistry – anatomy - & others taught in the 
high schools – are scarcely ever used by any of them  in after life – and I find the same fault 
in the education of men – but not to the same extent – I think that after acquiring a 
thorough knowledge of the common branches – their education should be confined to that 
which would be useful in some particular trade – business or profession, and that trade or 
business should be that for which they have some aptitude.  
 On the 26th when crossing the pontoon – I saw one of the Pollock boys – standing on 
the bridge + I don’t know which one he was – but he informed me that the other was here.  
 I am beginning to be anxious to see Capt Henderson – I fear that he will conclude to 
resign – in consequence of the importunities of his mother – and in fact I could not blame 
him – he being the only son of aged parents –  
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 In your last letter you say nothing in regard to my old friend James. A 
 Has he settled down – and quit paying  his  (?) to the fair sex – or has he settled upon 
some fair one and concluded to take her to himself? 
 I see by what you say in regard to the P.O.(?) that you are about to despair of 
pleasing every one – and my advice – or rather experience – is that you may just as well do 
as you please without paying attention to grumblers (?) – after having done your duty –  
 There is considerable excitement here on the subject of accomplishment in the 
veteran corps –  
 From what I hear I am of the opinion that the greater share of those who have been 
in the service the required term – have or will reenlist – and under the present 
arrangement the greater share of those enlisting have a furlough home which will very 
much reduce that portion of the army now left here – I understand  
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that the 4th army Corps – has been ordered to report to Genl Foster – and will probably 
remain there –  
The 11th &12th are probably in and around Bridgeport – and the 15th to the west of that 
place – leaving none but the 14th and some detachments to hold this place –  
 When I commenced writing the weather was fine – now it is raining – My Co is in 
good health – and fine spirits – and have their winter quarters pretty nearly completed. I 
can appreciate your reasons for not writing sooner – but still I felt very considerably 
disappointed upon my return from my long march to find only one letter from home and 
that of the date of the 22nd – you speak of your Calligraphy (?) – what do you think of mine? 
I have been so nervous during my sickness that I can scarcely write – and I have now three 
or four days hard work before me and no one to assist me – I am yours with respect 
      M. A. Lawrence 
 


