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         Athens    July 6th 1847 

Dear Cousin, 

 I take great pleasure in answering your letter to tell you the news at present, there has been a 

great dinner for the volunteers; the ladies in uniform marched in front, the volunteers next and the 

other people behind them.  Mr. Yearwood’s clothes were exhibited and it was a very mournfull sight; his 

cap was shot off of his head; the scabbard of his sword was battered all up he was shot through the 

heart; his parents brothers and sisters mourn very much at his loss; and indeed there seems to be a 

general sorrow all over the country.  Squire Lowry gave a large party the night before the barbecue in 

the joy of the safe return of his three sons; your mother was at the party.  Cousin Thomas and myself 

also; there was music on the Piano, flute, violin and dancing in the bargain; all the members of the 

church gathered in one room to themselves but there was a great many of them that danced.  Our 

school will be out the 8 day of this mongth[.]  Mrs. Price is going to the south to teach school this winter.  

I do not know how long they will give vacation, I should like to come and see you very much to see how 

you manage your house without a wife.  Cousin and Aunt started home tou [two] or three weeks ago.  

Mr. Thing? went as far as St. Louis with them.  Aunt was in hopes that she would get to see you before 

she went home.  Uncle Davids health has been very indifferent all winter but he is recovering a gain; his 

brow does not pain him now and he thinks he is getting well; write to cousin Jane and tell her she has 

treated me very badly I have not received a single letter from her and she promised to write me often; 

all the kin send their love to you. 

Your affectionate Cousin, 

 Sarah E. Cleage(?) 


