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11uL1dings of architecl:ural r;ignific:1JH'.e, have~ lwen moved from sites .Lil 

Por~;srnouth, New Hampshire. One gambrel parsonage on Pleasant Street was moved 

to Sturbr·idge Village, Mrn:;m1chur;0l:ts. The building picturP.d here ;,dmosl: 

suffered a similar fatCc! but was saved .in the 1920 's by visionaries who wanted 

to prerrnrve Port~m1outh 's riverfront treasure of h:i s Lorie bui ]dings. 

In the 1760' s Portsmouth was the bustJ ing seaport capitol of New 

Hampshire. Benning Wentworth wn[; Royal Governor and his brother Mark Ifonk.i ng 

Wentworth w:ci.s the richest man in the colony. Elizabeth Rindge married Mark H. 

vfontworth' t; :rnd they raised two sorw Thomas nnd John in n DanieJ Street 

mansion with garde11s to Spring Hill. The homes of the oligarchy were situated 

on Danie 1 S l:reet:. 

The neighborhood south of Dnni.el Si.n'et, Pudd] e Dock Jwd b(~en home to 

th,~ Hunking and Wentworth fam.i 1 j es. t\fter S:rnuwl \fontworth who ran the Daniel 

Tavern d.ir!d in I 690, his ,;on John married !~a rah Hunlcing and !:hey ran tllC' 

tavern for years. The site .Ls ueaL· the" Goodwin Mansion at Strawb(~ry Banke, 

Inc. Ben nine adn Mark Hunking We11twor-th WE!l'.'f~ Sarah nnd John's ,;one;. 

Mark H. and ELi.zabeth Wentworth built a home on waterfeont propc:c!rt.y near 

Puddle Dode tor Uw.i r younges1. son, Thomas \font1vorth 1vlio graduated in l7'5B 

from Harvard. After receiving his ma13ters in J11.11e 28, .1761, Thom.qs married Ann 

Tasker of Marb.leheod on Novernbn,~ JL1 ., .176.l. The new home had t:radiLionaJ 

proportions but high Georgia11 detail. There was no attempt to build 111 a style 

gnrnder than the ex1r,i .1ng homr,1s of tlie mmnl)(~rs of lJ1c oJ.igarchy. 

A strict classical style was 11.sed in window and door frames and the 

i nl:cri or cnrving. Ttw craftsmrn1 is I.bought l.o h:o1ve been Ebenezer De(tri ng 1vhose 

home was i.n t:lw neighborhood. The facadE:! had wooden boards cut to resemble 
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sl:o!le. This l:reaLment cn1l<'!d rustication was replaced in l:he Victorian era ;ind 

restored about: l9J5. RusLication wr1s expensive and implied the wonlth and 

po~dtion of 1:he mv11er. Ono Virginia planl:(':!r' used r1wticc1tion on all fo11r rdcler; 

of his home, Mount Vernon. The namr~ of t:he Virginian w:.1s George Washingtoil. 

Thomas Wentworth dir~d u1 1768. II ir3 own brotlwr Jolin Went1vorth had become 

Royal Governor and rented c1 home from his brother-in-law, John Fisher. 

Thomar; 's home~ on A1111Ec1 Street probably remai nod :in U1P hands of t.ho widow ot 

Thomas, Ann T:rnker Wc~ntworth who rnarr.i ed the Captain of The Bec1ve1: attd settled 

in England where she raised Thomas Wentworth' 8 childrc~n. By 1775 Royal 

Governor John \ll()J1t,vorth w:.is a I so cfr-j ven to Eng] and ar; a loyaLi r; 1· .• 

Thorn:rn 's parenti~ Mark and Elizabeth rornai ned in Portsmouth during the 

Revolutjon. Ident.i.Fied viith l:h('. old gu;n·d, tlu:;y 1veathered the' change in 

politics. Elizabeth s11rvlved her buGband and as Madam Mark H. Wentworth left 

hr•r forl:u1w l:o her gr:.1r1dch:i Jrlrl~n. 

Thoma::;' s home on Anne Street was pui:chased by William Gardner· f'rom 

Jchabod Njchols who movEcKI Lo Sa]ern, }VfrwsachusE!tts t:o build i;ld.ps. Gardn"er, 

trained in business with Joshua v/r:,nLworth, cousjn to Mark Hunking Wen\:wot·t:h, 

1vas ,Hi wrnoci.a Lr• of pa u·iot John Langdon. Cardner :u1d Langdon sorvPd :in the 

Revolution. Married throe tirnPf;, hj s th.i rd wife was Sarah Purcell, a \fontworth 

gr:indclaugh ter. 

Appoj nt<~d Commissary, Gardner used h:i [; rwrsona l ered it to purd1::ii;e: 

blankets for the troops in the R<:~vo tul:ion but confusion about rEcd.mbun,emcnt 

r:au~a~d his [inance~; to suffer. In gratitude, G<:.!orgti Washinglon appointed 

Gard11er to a position as loan officer for the US. When President, Washington 

vir; i l:ed Porl:srnottl:h and caJ I e:d upon his secretary, Tobias Lr~an;' mother J\fary' s 

who Uvecl around the coener from Gardner's home. Washington was grePtecl at a 

huge Linden L:ree on thn Gardnec property. Gardrwr r;ervecl ai; T.1:·ec,r;ur0r of NC'\•; 
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llnrnpFd1i ce unt.i·l 1791. Gardner added an arch t:o tlw house! w.it.h an c~nl:r::rnce from 

the-! second c;tory. Thci Gardnee farni ly kr~pt tlw house for ycan; and a Purcell 

:; i ster Ii vecl in Uw house after t.hc~ do.nth of t.ho Ga t"dno.n;. The~ arch was 

removed about 1858. 

About 1910, 1,v:i th much of :i l:s grandeur in tact, the~ W<crni:worth~·Gnrdner 

HouscJ. war; purchased by v/;:illace Nutt.ing who idealized colonial N<c>.W England. 

Porl·.mnoui-.h h:1d never r-ett1r·nerl l:o bw: i ncf,[; o:f l:he 1760 's. There was no 

commc~rcial boorn that might have repl;:iced historic coloniril homes but tho. 

V<!flCffab]ci wooden homes on Lhe:ir original sites WC!rO. in dii;repa_ir, Tlw 

Wentivorth-·Gardner' s rustication had been replaced wj th weatherboard. 

Por·t.smouth wnr; a tre.cwurrc"' of cd gn:if j can I: c:olo11ial New England 

architecture. WallacE} Nutting restored the~ Wentwortk··G::irdner rnnm;ion d11ri11g a 

i't\vival of i11t.t!rei_;t. in tlw colonial period. The New York Metropolit'.an Mur-;i,11m 

of Art revealed plans to purchase the We11tworth-Gardner House, disassemble Jt., 

~md move\ tht' ellti ce building to Central Park. Local citizens c:.1rne to U1f} 

rescue of 1:lw manse, purchased it, and pn!ve11ted it. from beconiing part: of the 

Mc:1L 's Amc~ri cana ex:hibi I:. Latc1r a Poi:-t.mnouth 1n·ofj teer_, Cnppy St c•warl , so Id Uic' 

inte1·io1· cdemCc~nU; of the Wentworth's old Daniel Tavern at Puddle Doe:k for a 

n11.1sc~urn diJ;_µ] ay. The buil cfj ng }:ema:i ned but i U; hcc?art waG rcnnovecl. Rumors 

circulated that the interior eleme11ts of the Wentworth-Gardnei:- House would 

Guffer !:ho. r;arne fat.e. 

The~ Wentworth·-Gardner rernaurn .1.11 the hands of l'.11<-' ;:iscwc:.iati on i.hat 

presecved the home. New llampshil"e believ(:~d its building belonged on their 

hist:ori.c 1d t<.'[;. Local citizens stopped tlw Lide thai'. i.nt<:'nded to n~111ovc! 

Portsmou.l:h's ,1rchitectural gems. This stn~ngthenecl the resolvr,'. of ci.ti_zens to 

pn~uPrve i Ls acchi.t.ccl:ural herii:agfi. 

The Wenl:wor·t:lrGardner llouse remai trn t·.ocby onr\ of several independent 
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rnW,<,1ttrn ho1ines .in Po1:tm11out:.h. The succes1.;ful drive to SflV(·\ the building paved 

the w:-.1y for· pr·eserving the W;,u~ner Honse and <~ventually the creation of: 

::trmvlwry Bank, Tnc, a colonial 10us0urn,, 

Brewster, Charles, Ranilile~, Two Series. 
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