R I e e ] e

History of A.B.Duncan Jewelry business.

At Saratoga Springs, N. Y., July 9, 1850, aged slxty ysars, is
the record , in the Portsmouth Journal of July 13, 1850 of the death
of John W. Abbott of Portsmouth, W. H., He had gona thara for the
recovery of his health. :

The Portsmouth Oracle of Aug. 9, 1817 contsins the advertisement
of John Abbott Jr. announcing that he had tuken the shon on Daniels
Street as a dealer in gold and silver goods, looking glasses, etc,

This pluace, No. 6 Danlel Strest, had besn vaceted four months previously
by Robert @ay, who on May 31, 1817 advertised that he had removed his
gold and silverware store from Danlel Streat to Congress Street, where
he remained while in busin=s8s, at least forty years. His store during
that period, was whers James R. Zonn2ll now 1is.

Mr. Abbot took the vamant store anue begun then the business,
whiczh after elghty-elght years, covering two removuals and half a dozen
changes of firm names, 1s now the flourishing establishment of Arthur
B. Ounuan, on the norner of Market and Danial Strects.

Please notize that the orizinal nam3 of John Abbot Jr. had been .
changed to John W. Abbott, the miidle nam: Willlam heving been added
and doublt tt put at the end of hls surnamz by act of l@gislature.
There was another John Abbot in Portsmouth, & tanner, and the mere
addition of Jr. to the name of owr John dii not prevent misdelivery
of mall matter, and some other kindred troublss--henze the change to
- John W. Abbott.

Mr. George P,.Abbott states thst his father, John W. was born in
Portsmouth. His first wife (a sister of %lisha D]aistmd) lived but
a few years after her marriage, but was th: mothar of wll the sons
and daughters:- John E., Georgﬁ ‘B, illilam B., Yurtha Ann, Zatherine
~E and Pances, the two who disd young. 0Gsorge 2. i= tha2 only survivor

and lives on Congr=ss Street in thils 2ity. The second wife was a

daughter of John Mavenport, who had & bourding houz2 at the corner of
State and Fleet Streets, where Mr. Abbott orobubly servea his appren-
ticeship as & clerk with Rice and Drovn, and as befor: stated, at the
- age of 27 years, onened & store on his owm wo:oint at Mo, 8 Daniel St,

April &¥, 1820, th: advertissment anrdare ir thd Oracle of his
tor2 on ﬁongraes Btreet, fronting thes Parade, He had =vidently Just
removed to that 1ocation~—whnru F.W,Xnight shoe storz is now, The
old Court House, formerly the State house, was in front of the North
Church, anc¢ the Parade was at the eastern end of th2 Zourt house,

He continued at this location all the time hz was in busin:zss, and
his store 1s well remembered by sll who knew Portsmouth fifty-five

or more y=2ars &go. It had little of th: outward show of meagnificence
that prevails now-a-days, but some of the good old substantial
unagssuming appearance of the vrossarous astablishments of the olden
times. He was evidently bprospzrous wnd « good businsss man who drew
and held cust:mers. His residence was on “ourt St., betwesn the
Unitarian chapel and ths birth-lace of Thémus 3. Aldrich--opposite
the engina house of the Jol. Sise S.F.%.7%crauny. ,

In 1850 faillng health necessitated the relinquishment of bukl-
ness end h2 sold -out to Tharl:s T. Zmery, who appears to have taken
the store about May 1lth of that y2ar. Mr. Bmery was & gon of




ffhgtéier Eméry of this city. He2 married & daughter of Judge James
. Pickaring of Newington. The store took on a mor: modern appaarance
and flourished mor2 or less,

a :
March 7, 1858' appear the advertiscements of Hutzhinson and

Rowall, who had just then purchased thz stor: of Mr., Emery. They came

from St.Johnsbury, Vermont. Mr. A. D. Rowell huai l=2arned the business

and was a prutical watchmaker and Jeweler. John 9. Hutchinson had

little if any experience in those linz:ae, They did not mset with as

much success as they hoped for, and after two years MNr. Hutchinson

bought ¥r. Rowell's share in the busin:ss. The ourtnesrship was dissolved

March 12, 1870 Wr. Hutchinson then sent to Wells River, Vermont for

James R. Tonnell, & watchmaker and a man of expsriencze in all branches

of th: businzss. Mr. Jonnell remeined in his employ for several y<:ars

until 1873 they formed a co-partnershio under the styls ol Butchinson

anl Jonnell, and so continued until &bout 1376, W¥r, Zonnell then laft

th2 firm anc the business was arrizd on by J. H., Hutzhinson.

Nov. 1, 1893, the store was rzmoved to {ts sres2nt Inzution; on
the cornzr of Market and Taniel Strecets, wnd ths firw nems becar:

“TJ. H. Hutchinson & To., his daughter Mattie wnd Camuel Xingsbury

assisting in thz business.

Mr. Hutchinson died June 7, 12087 ana his daughter tock charge 6F
the stor=2 and continued tc run it until Nov, 24, 1702 when Mr. irthur
B. Duncan came from Bridgeyrt, Jonn. anus bought it, sin:2 which tirme
it hes becn greatly improved ani 1s now an u:-to-duate astublizhment,
as somplately equinped as sny stor: in a 2igy oF th: eiz2 of Portsmouth
in Vew #Eneland, as its elugant window disnlsev in.i:ates,
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Arthur B. Dun-~an continusd his business 1r lortsrouth for 58 years,
keeping th=2 olda atmosphzr2 anyt beantiful nenvwzlle2l sow ~ase8 and wall
cades wnizh have long b=2en admiped by visitors fror fer and near., His
standaras ana servize of "Th: ola schocl” zombinad with Integrity and
courtasy h.ve carnad o fin: roputati-n i~ thie caroe £ & store of fine
quality end denendability. The unusuel y lirse »li sefe is still in use.

Mr. Muncan retirad at the age of 00, in 1771, aen® 4127 later thot
sare yar, This bhusiness 2cortinurd 'mizr fv s nom2) under the
managenent of his daughter wnd son-in lew, Havrriet wnd Sharles Paisley
until 19267 when Mr. Palslaey died. His wif2 :arriec on th: busin:es
until 1971, October 1l&2th when it was scle to A.it.A11: & Sons of Tover,
N.H. whose famlly Jewelry business contlnu=2s nov hoth in Tover store
and «t this old location in Portsmouth, zern:~ of Farkzt and Naniels Sts,
And a naw era has bhegun, & naw zhaoter in an ol.: business e2stablishmrent,
being carried on by another fire old busin:~s ~f =zqually fine repute,
under th2 comrpstent management o a family of javelers, whose standards
of gquality ena service snoulsd assure thew of y:arse - continueca suc:ess.





