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An unknown artist’s conception of the old fort reported to have been discovered behind a picture being reframed in 1894. Present ownership of
original picture is uncertain. Copy of photo in private collection of Josepl P. Copley, New Castle, N. 1.

)

-. (8] Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



[ fihugr.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaecum, Portsmouth, N.H.



Provinceof NE W-RAMPSHIRE

A PROCLAMATION,
BY THE GOV ERN O R

{}ﬁﬂl—]nsu feveral Bodies of Men did, in the Day Time of the 14th, and in
w the Night of the 15th of this Inftant December, in the moft daring and

N rebellious Manner inveft, attack, and forcibly enter into His Majefty’s
Qgﬁ Caftle William and Mary in this Province, and overpowering and confin-
ing the Captain and Ganiifon, did, befides committing many treafonable Infults and
Outrages, break open the Magazine of faid Caftle and plunder it of above One hun-
dred Barrels of Gunpowder, with upwards of fixty Stand of {mall Arms, and did al-
fo force from the Ramparts of faid Caftle and carry off fixtzen Pieces of Cannon,
and other military Stores, in open Hoflility and dire& Oppugnation of His Majefty’s
Government, and in the moft atrocious Contempt of his Crown and Digpity 3----

Do, by Adviceand Confent of His Majefty's Council, ilue this Proclamation,

ardering and reqniring, in his Mnjeﬂy':&d_ap:._al] Magiftrates and other Ofhcers,.
whether Civil or Military, as they regard their Duty to the KING and the Tenor of
the Oaths they have folemnly taken and fubfcribed, to exert themfelves in detecling
and fecuring in fome of his Majefty’s Goals in this province the faid Offenders, in
Order to their being brought to condign Punilhment ; And from Motives of Duty
to the King and Regard to the Welfare of ‘the good People of this Province : 1 do
in the moft ecarneft and folemn Manner, exhort and injoin you, his Majefty's liege
Subje@s of this Government, to beware of fuffering yourfelves to be feduced by the
falfe Arts or Menaces of abandoned Men, to abet, prote&, or fcreen from Juftice
any of the faid high handed Offenders,or to withhold or fecrete his Majefty’sMunition
forcibly taken from hisCaftle ; but that each and every of you will ufe your utmoft
Fndeavours to dete@ and difcover the Perpetrators of thefe Crimes to the civil
Magiftrate, and affift in fecuring and bringing them to Juftice, and in recovering
the King's Munition; This Injun@fon it is my bounden Duty to lay ftrily upon
you, and to require your Obedience thereto, as you value individually your Faith
and Allegiance to his Majefty, as you wifh to preferve that Reputation to the
Province in general ; and as you would averg the dreadful but moft certain Confe-
quences of a contrary Condu& to yourfclves and Pofterity.

GIVEN at the Council-Chamber in PovifimoaiB, ths36th Day of December, in

the 15th Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the Third, by the

Grace of GOD, of Greas-Britain, France and Ireland,KING, Defender of the
Faith, &%. and in the Year of our Lord CHRIST, 1774.

By His EXCELLENCY’s Command, J WENTWORTH.

with Advice of Council.

Theodore Atkinfon, Sec”.
GOD save THE KI N G,

FIRST OFFICIAL NOTICE OF AN OVERT REBELLIOUS ACT
BY AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARIES AGAINST THE KINGS AUTROR|TY
FORT W) LERIANMORIMARNYE OMMITTEENIAAR B.C. 1974






