
b :U:'"thday 

been -.-•-·"''"'•= 

t)f~ tl1e 

the 

the 

aeon as ·the cry 

all the ebitter 

ii, 

... The celeb~ation ot •••hington'• 

ttote; have 

""'.!U'""""'·- tb:t.s af"ternqon, ·t11e 

the w11,,1e on~ of th~ even .... 

_,.,..l._ ....... while the other didn't, attd the b&ll• 

hour­

only re-.tu~e 

sutt~ise, noon evenint .. ~ 

t'O _ jo;rot.ume1•~ 

Ubristian Shoreij 

at 

eelebj;&t1on wtd.oh 

I 

••ight of t~ngt.U-'t .11 ""'"'•'¼''"n 

child.lien to school, "Wtis .an jJU1001,~a.:n 

when ev0,;.y bell fiinge:r •• 

.lt!;l!:l'l!~r-c1 toU:sbetl to hi• po11t ~0111meiu1•4 to 

k4'pt. it. up until l!lo,mebody eame 1n 

bin, or- ld.s •t:rentth 

bell 011 Ctrrl.st:tan ~n<J're tt trt:Ul 

wind g&l'e out; be:t:ng the onl:r 

an au~ilia~r to the 

t:r:te f'i:re l'Uttt!: to a:rouae or that 

as soon as 
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»u·t tl.mse a:re nr,t 1)he onl;y fi'ttf'-J)oeee 1.t :hn,s sie~v~a. trt'o111 tbe ·t-:bne 

the bell 11ms put i.11 the 'ht,1fl"1 up to ttie p;tg$ent date,. the:re ba,s ~been 

• a:n tun·n:ial. et1nt~st b1£rtiw0en tlle \)oys of 1
• the s110'.r~• and the coruiti:titd:,ecl 

e1:ts·todi~ng and M.tl~r-s tiil" the bell a1&1 to lfbetliel" the af'Ot><w$aid should · 

ni1bt 'bef'ot-~ tlle fou~th of.' JQ.l.y, comme:neing at midni,!ht. In tht• 

c.011teiat llO';'!tsh i~gt'.'f!lU1ty -.:nd l()Ve or n:d.sehief ha:re tlSlUt11Y, if ;n()t 

~!ways,. p'.rovetl ~n. overm$t.tb to:r Qr.:t.1eial prccautiol'l atid legal authflr:t t.y, 

a:.1"$ tlie ar,1tu1ini sto'.rie$ told · of tbe. t~~icks wo,-iked by tbe beys 
. . 

J'.)laee a.gaill5t the bu1.ldt11g a ladtler, u11 which one .l'>t tbe-1• nmnbe:r 
•" 

on tlle. 

an·nA.1ii.~1tini!.~ f.r.f the wat0llt1~~ lfh~, a.rter eecul'ling the l$tldett, went :r-ot­

an ofticer to ~.:rt-f?fit and fflake an exmiiple ot the su11posett .... to .... be uncon .... 

se:tous youngster in tl:ie belfry, who YI¼,$ l1y thi.s t~ie iett:txig :l:n bis 

:tn tin"' style.. Jt~lf an h(tttr late.r tb~ watebma:n and off'ieer agtiin 

13.dders ~ter.e eaptwn:•ed, but as the beys bait bO:t"-rowod t,l1em rron., a neigh .... 

lmrine; 1Jn$:lness ei;tablishment, durinm tho u..b~~nee of tbe ()_WJ1er:; they 

bacl t<» lle retum~dt 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



no; one cottld 

u~til the no.~th ~1b~k 

wiig;hing as 

"o 

:.tne(uniil ete~ The 

bwini te sli~Ilt 

wh1eh till 

unaut-p1t1!H.1e4 tflne art4 wo1rL."ll!Ul!ll""" 

t !Sflil)' 1 19981 1tS761 131&, 
I 

'r.her hang in the ,..,-.., .. -

t-he te.nm~~• 8 fk1ll-. 
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rittw,1.ng *"'!-•Jfiratus is ~s p~rb:aittve f\5 anything in th-t) nritisb Museum11 

0111.m .. ~ l"1nging_ is the ail'lJlest thing tn the vor1dw No skill 1$ re~ 

quir~,d 1re:yor1d thait ne~t?st,ary ·tp i11()k QUt a mel(H'lf on the pia.t1c t~l'!"te; 

but tbe .~l:t:mrs:y etn.1·t1~1vanee a:t Ohrie't ~11u:rel'l would ,,reek a:n atliletth ~ 

fb~ ltt$t bell in the ltat :ta tbe bi1 al'U:1 SJ:)l~ndid ~n-e ill the 

tQ,W(!"i\.' o:f the ;J'~nes br011ev1 • w11tl~b gives ra~·bh th~ 11,oul'1'ly record of 

cl~ot~ 'Ibis 'bell lf$e tt east 'by o t tt • !lGbi.n,.,n.n & co~" 
....... it.·,-i,,;,;. Tllake Co., noston, M.$.S&."i 1388. • lt'$ weight is 

,,m:n1.na~s; ~i,i~b.t ot 1H.mgue, 6~ poundsJ Jitcb1 l> sru.\~J)-i; Tbe bell 

\JOt"hl'JS.'.llSil'.d:p ~Jld toh~; ~\tl(l tbo pi toh being ~lmost 

'tl1e t.wo ba.111e11 tfi be st;r:iking tf,gethe~, or "1~en <me . 
I 

j:i.f~t~·u.'.ll tlle otbe:rt bas e11detl; the:, wayfare:,;~ whQ/ sto1,e on bis way l.'l<l11e 

lodge,, to lti0,'rl1 b! liste11:lt1g jt:JS't \fl~t the r,ight t1nie is; 

no fat,1 bluncl.$11' in 11:l,$ story &'.ftet" gttting into 

t,laoti$ ·th(; si.z~ of :Por·t.smoutb that poss~f.lls SQ nuiu1,y really fine bells 

as tl) lie f~1md 'be!"B• .Alntrng tbel1.t l.1eing twe. tihat w-e;re 'Ca.st by 

the city, tit1il bo·th were c.~st in ti-he s&liie yea:r, 1S(J'11 wben lte•ore wa\s 

(i8 yea,i"s ~r a~e- The work WktS 1n"obably d.()ne at the Itt1'o~e Cnt:iJier 

at Oa:n:tiof.t1 , e:reoted 111 uun., antl still in aeti:ve oJ;ei!-a'll!I 
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ll.Ot 

but 

by 

.. , 
'li'\l/ 

:tng 

the 

of' 

It the 

a nine 

WU$ 

•• 
was bu-rned 

ta.ken at re '0aptm.r-e of Lotti sbuJt-1 

by the otfi@~~tt of' the 

otller by 

object 

f1tidence 

a, 

& 

on ii 

ot wliioh 

:not•, 

eond::t:t:ton, 

di:f'f went 

seen in turn ... 

an &xeess 
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bell bC!i.tig :r:ioh ntnl tiill. 1 an n'.f'f'{Hlt 1:u)sidJll'f oont:rt1:b11terl ·to by th~ 1ow1 

boa:ry $tone ti;r,rer. -0n whie!a it is hU.nf.Bt •ttd i.ts appea~anee gi'te~ littl.e 

Holb:ttook, \Yest, Melbr~.y, Mttss,.,. 18f)?\, w ot' about th-e same 

1Jtirldle Stt~~u~t .obureh bell" :rt is rao:re v,esoi1~t tban 1.ts '.f,h:\ptt_st 

Jones 81 Co., 

J'trhn Kn()wl. tim,, 
f'o~ t.he Pa~:!. Sh,­

JONA1llAN It~!AllBOR.~, Mayo~, 
ii!?ot1w1ton, ilohn :r~. Rider, 

.Al.deffle11 •. 

the eity 

t:1()1'' 'h'\c!,.,,,..~,, ls 1,:rfH-:ied<~o. th(! on~ 111 the l,el:f'r<y or th~ Old. No~tl1 

earrnot 'be st&tffd oer.tainty, 'but the:re •~re at l~ast t•.:h 
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the ev-f)ningii 

7 

the ot 

to the 

v~~~r~ it uted tc 

:t-b1g:i:n1 

1 0 t cltHllt, 

f¥Untt~tllf1.lfl!f PA about a1 ar tlO yea'.t:"8 the 

o t ~1 ook aba:ndon~a. l the 1 O I CltH)k 

up~ This bell lffl;fJ ,~tly 

by -t~ e:f:t,;y. a new 

th& <nH1i"'/l"'#l! 

bel.1 

city, r.tr 

tht 

e,rer 

et!l.11 in 

u,u,,....,..,, -. sub .... conm.1:lttee to 1nu .. ebase the 1 ot 

to1etbe~, wn&~~A Mr~ Nteh~l• -~­

R~der went to Troy 

Uid.er tbat 11any eo:n:trtbu-

A. T:tl 'to:n, illStriietor ht tntUtle 

eo~r-t {Hlf 

W<Jr-th it ma.y 

oont:ributions e.re 

the mErtal.s are ~ot included :h1 the 

the 

into tlu, 

rm irol) moulder 

ex-per1 en.Ge, 

they 1 iltedt 

, as it wou.lil 

:rounder ,tb:l• 

might pu:t ittto 

it would 

ot the 

tbe 
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About 10 "'"'"~~-~~· ngt, -.n · a:t,t;etaJ>t was mfu.'¼e to a.bt»lish th(;)lifourte.wtt ...... 

"tl "-e1lltolt 'boll 'It. i.tn1tHH:~nt-see.n1i:ng; Qr>if.e-r ,o,n,~ even:l.ng 

by the H-o!ii1.rr1 of' and ald~~nerh dit .. f.Htting · the mayor tu s1.1sper,u.•1 the 

North i,hurcl1 bel.l at 9 o t elttCk in the evening until 

O:t"'d.er$i u011 a,fJ(Hlt.l'rlt: n.t ~:tQi..:nes1h ~ A. repor-1~r wllo was 1;;--r-esent 

at 1,nf.;:eti:ng, -at~t~i"' its ,~lose "-sked otne or the :member--a YhQ 

tJnrt 

0 

t;e-plied that h0 cl.it\ not know of' any-one J 

• :f'ttl?th<:n~ t)onversat:1011 <:HiuBetl the cornered 

thtit l,he boa~,l had 11.0 intention of' eve~ g::i.Ting the """""u"·"""' any 

(l;Y1dtll1,.s 1'¥.t th~ nn;itt,er, hut only to fAbol:ish the r•in~ing. o-t 

1hJ:l"', lle'b. ~ • 'the fiJ?st, 11\(nttien of any Qb-u~oh 'bell in 

l1el). f}ll the 1r:1:rs·t ~h'ttt-~b. . in 16tl~, It 

eltU~ch v•;..1,,N •. Ut-• wi1a ttn.iilt at that tiine w-,as not O~-nsid.\'1!'El(! 4u1te 

withott·t sii,}me ,:nea:ns of calling the CQng:re~a,t;ton tl~getl1er; 

of Peter Oot'.f.in ro:r the t1s~ et the town1 and ne:nry Wncll@igb ~nd Satm.uil 
1l:'.hyng we:r,e aJ.ipoin.ted. to ~gJ.'.Vee w1t:b hi.in 'f10:r it mid get it hung, Froni 

tbat t.:bne to the p:re$ent, neP-:rly moo yea:rap the a1~ooont1 tor the i:rthab• 

:lt~iits t1£1 werab:tp on Sundays, aitd tbo ringi:t1g of tbe bell at 7 o 'ol~ck 

in the :nie:tning, ?tt anid,...dflt'Y and. at 1 f' 1 cle~k at :nir;bt o-f e'fe:ry tlay ot 

th~ ye.a:r been t)1e eiu,tem" It is said tl1~t th~ old bell or '.!699 

wari a:rteJ."!'7/'a~ds rem.nvet\ tQ r,rielq1001tet and wa.s used .i.tpon tb~ :racto~y 
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the 

l 

the 

pounds, 

o:f the -.mo11ey 

1tlutrft lots to pay 

bell. 

the ahlt'll'liltl,,1" 

purchased the 

·1882;: 

C}U.UfCh;t· 

1 

. bought 

It 
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froM an u..nM·ar~{l';,c\ \1€..~,0speper 
cY1 Pt,, n:g l'v1otArd:ed in ~\"\ Ok.\ ac:.v·a.tiffe' 
boo\<., alf'td tOr"€.SL\,tfi'\ed to have 
b e e n, t. & k t:; 1-i f y-c, rv\ -t. lf\ ~ "? ,n,· t 5 V'Vi o ·u.:t. h 
Ti VV'iesl c,\ r~~ ( e9 0,. 
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