
Impressionist Childe Hassam was so captivated by the profusion of colors and shapes in Celia Thaxter's garden, he attempted 
to capture its spirit - and its creator - in watercolors. Flowers still bloom at the original site today (right) on Appledore. 

'~\ Down East Paintings from National Museum of American Art 
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CELIA'S GARDEN 

Celia Thaxter (1835 -1894) was the onJ.y daughter of Th~mas and Eliza Laighton. 
During the early part of Celia's childhood she livtd on White Island where 
her parents were the keepers of the lighthouse. To "a lonely child, living 
on the lighthouse island ten miles away from the mainland, every blade of 
grass that sprang out of the ground, every humblest weed was precious in my 
sight, and I began a little garden wh•8n not more than five years old". 

When Celia was twelve years old, her father built the Appledore House Hotel 
and brought his family across the c!,annel from White Island to a new home. 
On Appledore, Celia encountered a whole new world of plants and the 
opportunity for a larger garden. >fer duties as hostess at the hotel in 
succeeding years and the considerable literary reputation she received for 
her poetry and prose did not dimini~h her love for plants. When she moved 
into the Thaxter Cottage, Celia designed a special garden for the fertile 
terrace that sloped from its porch toward the sea. Soon her garden became 
nearly as famous as the parlor where the literary and artistic greats of New 
England gathered in the latter half of the 19th century. 

In the last year of Celia Thaxter's life, she published perhaps her 
handsomest book, AN ISLAND GARDEN, with illustrations by the early American 
impressionist Childe Hassam. (The original paintings are now kept in the 
Smithsonian Institution). The garden plan (reproduced from the book) on the 
other side of this page is typical of English gardens of that time. In it, 
Celia named and located all the plants of her garden of 1893. 

Recreating a 19th century garden is more difficult than doing a colonial one 
because horticultural breeding programs had become intense by then, yet many 
of the new varieties of the times have since fallen into oblivion. With the 
help of garden clubs and many volunteers, the Shoals Marine Laboratory has 
recreated Celia's garden exactly in its original position. 

The board fence is as close to the original as possible. The foundations of 
Celia's cottage lie just beyond. The hops plants, day lilies, and snowdrops 
have persisted since Celia's time and may well have been planted by her. 
Most of the plant materials are reasonbly authenthic for 18 93. Eventually, 
we hope to reestablish all the old plant varieties placed just as Celia 
described them and Childe Hassam painted them. Even now the visitor sees the 
same splashes of color and splotches of texture that presented themselves to 
Hassam's eye in the summer of 1893. 

Celia's book, AN ISLAND GARDEN, has recently been reprinted with most of the 
Hassam illustrations reproduced in color. The book, with a new introduction 
presenting the history of the garden and describing this reconstruction, is 
for sale in Kiggins Commons. The plants in this year's garden were raised at 
the Thompson School of Applied Scienc-3 at the University of New Hampshire and 
transported to Appledore in June. 'rhe garden is at its peak of color in 
early July. This project is supportel entirely through private donations and 
the hard work of its admirers; especially our contemporary, tireless 
"Celias": Virginia Chisolm and Marjorie Duquenne with the help of other 
members of the Rye Driftwood Garden Club. The majority of the plants were 
originally grown by Christopher Robarge of the UNH Thompson School who also 
provided and installed the watering system and diligently labored on the many 
jobs demanded by a garden. This g,-,rden was featured in "House & Garden" 
(August 1984) and "Down East" magazine (August 1986). You may join this 
effort by leaving a contribution at the SML office or by giving it to any of 
the SML staff, together with your (printed) name & address. We of the Shoals 
Marine Laboratory hope you enjoy your visit to Celia Thaxter's 19th century 
garden. 

RECENT GARDEN DEVELOPMENTS 
The July 1990 issue of "Victoria" magazine features Celia's garden, her 
literary and artistic works and the other islands that were dear to her. An 
exhibit, opened this spring in New Haven, featuring 40 of the 400 paintings 
Childe Hassam did in this garden and elsewhere on Appledore. The exhibit is 
currently in Denver, and from October until January will be at the National 
Museum of American Art, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. The 
beautifully produced catalog for this exhibition is available in the 
Appledore Store. 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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Akebia quinata 
Asa Gray nasturtiums 
Asters 
Asters & Lavatera 
Bachelors' Buttons 
Bride Poppies 
Clemantis, white 
Clemantis, blue 
Cleome pungens 
Columbine 
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Coreopsis coronata & Cornflowers 
Coreopsis coronata 
Flax 
Damask Rose 
Echinocystus lobata 
Foxglove 
Golden Banner Coreopsis 
Helianthus 
Hollyhocks 
Honeysuckles 
Hops 
Hugelia 
Iceland Poppies 
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Jacqueminot, Damask & LaFrance Roses 
Japan Honeysuckle 
European Hops 
Larkspur 
Lavender 
Lillies 
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Love-in-a-mist 
Margaret Pinks 
Marigolds 
Migionette 
Oriental Poppy 
Peonies 
Poppi~s 
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Rose-colored Iceland 
Poppies 
Rose Campion 
Scotch Roses 
Shirley Poppies 
Single Dahlias 
Snowdrops 
Sweet Peas 
Sweet Rocket 
Sweet William 
Sunflowers 
Tall il'hlox 
Tea Roses 
Traveler's Joy 
Verbenas 
Violets 
wallflowers 
White Lillies 
Wisteria 

Celia's garden has been planted following the plan in her autobiography. 
Celia often planted additional flowers a few weeks apart to enjoy a 
longer period of bloom, as for example, with her famous poppies. As 
seasonal blossoms faded Celia substituted other plants, which she 
mentioned in her book, but they are r~t included on her 1893 garden plan. 
We continue to do this using plants she recommended, including: 

Pansey 
Phlox drummondie 
Balsam 
Nicotiana 
Stock 
Zinnia 
Heliotrope 
Delphenium 
Petunia white 
Penstemon 
Candy Tuft 
Geraniums 

Shoals Marine 
Laboratory 

APPLEDORE ISLAND, ISLES OF SHOALS 

MAINE 

Venidium 
Tuberous Begonia 
4 o'clocks 
Margurites 
Blue Flax 
Gilia 
Campanula 
White Japanese Anemone 
Gladiolus 
Lupine 
Feverfew 
Morning Glory 

CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Main Office: G-14 Stimson Hall 
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 14853 
(607) 255-3717 

Appledore: Post Office Box 88 
Portsmouth, N.H. 03801 
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