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GANGWAY ROCK

PJ # Jan 80 Gen Thorn, engineer corps, was in this city on

Friday to consult in reference to the contemplated removal of the

beacon ledge or Gangway rock in this river on which several naval

and other vessels have been damaged. It was decided that some

sub-marine blasting would be necessary, and it was estimated that

the cost of removal of dangerous obstruction would not be far

from $85,000.

PJ 14 Feb 80 -- A petition has been circulating in this city

and among masters who sail to and from this port, asking for a lar­

ger sum than that already appropriated, as necessary for the removal

of obstructions in this river, more especially of Gangway Rock,

so called •...•

PJ 7 Aug 80

-ben. Thom nlakes the fOll~wing re­
port:re~ative to improvemcnt.~ in this riv­
er :-+For Portemouth Harbor the project
is, fitR~, olosing the side channel between
Gre~t ilnd Goat lsll\ndA, so as to prevent

I the 1urrl:'ot running through, with a rub­
i ble '~r~kwRter 600 feet long; Recond, re­
i mov~l Qf GanRway Rock, lying in the chan­
r nel~e~.een ,South Beacon 8ho~1 and the
Nav~, Yard, ao that ther~ shall be over it
20 f etlof water at mean low water. This

: will inoreasc the width of the channel to
370~ee~ ; th ird, the removai of part of iedge
at tf'le.f'OU thwest_ end 9£ ~ad.J~r'~ _Islandp

80. alA t~ secure, instead of 135 feet of itWIt a~epth of 4 feet, a depth of 10 feet
of ater at mean low water. T~e total
oos', or'fhe projeot is $150,000. 'Dbe $10,"
000 ~p~ropriat ion of 1879 Was applied to
pIa 1081 122,000 tons of rubbles tone in the

, pr ect~d breakwaterr completibg it from
ah e ~ shore, with a two· foot elevation
ab ve l~w water. The projeoted thiokness
an. sta~ility will req uire 2000 or 3000 tons
m. ·e 8ti,one; The $25,000 appropriated
tht.year, will be applied in part to cam­
PI,', tJOn ~f this breakwater and in part to
rei ovall of G~Dgway nook.-- ' .......-... - -

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



gangway rock

PJ 10 Sept 81

-The governinenit bUt-iy to whiell Hle\
U. S. S, Lancaster was attached broke'
adrift Sunday afternoon about five o'clock i
the rapid current sweeping the vessel up
river, both anchors, which wel'e qUfckly
let go, failinf{ to hpld bet. The vessel
was finally secl1red ~md steamed up to the
wharf at the yard, however, after the
platform over Gangway Rock was run in·
to and knocked illQa pieces, and a llew
steel stealtJ dl'ill wjb1ch had only been
placed in po~ition ~ day or two before was
lost. It is not prob~ble that work can be
resumed in the rempval of Is ledge this

·seagon. An exa~ination as made of
thebottoni of tbe ancRst on Monday, '
by a diver,who fou d th a smalLpor,tion
of her shoe bad be 11 d, placed, and some
of the copper there n!q $ened. This was
probably done by t e sbip "scrapiri~over"

, one-of tbe stay-ch, ins' attached I to the,
....p_l..atf.ormat the le~ge, as ther~! was too:
i~ata depth of w tel' over the rock to
"b.ve,st,nck ·the lat erG .

• .. -. I
. - -
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PJ 17 Sep 81 -- The contractors for the removal of G.R. in

this river, claim, it it is said, $5,000 from the government as'

damages sustained to their appurtenances by the Lancaster colliding

therewith two weeks ago.

PJ 19 Nov 81-- Work suspended until spring

PJ 12 April 1884 -- Work to be resumed in few days. Congress

appropriated $50,000 and whole sum to be spent on the job.
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28 Aug 80 , -l'he tollo~in~ werJ' tho bids received I

,by Ueri. Tho~l for work to be done in th is.
;harbor :-Por~smouth I~u.rbor-2000 tons'
(rubble stone (or the breakwater not yet
,\complete(U- seph I. Curate & Hugh
iBowen 77 cts. ; Joseph R. Holmes, Ports­
~outh, 98 1- cts.; Isaac Hamilton &
jGardner Floy ,'$1 ; Joseph H. White,
!Hyde Park, 9.S.'l. $1.04. Contract award-
I •

led to Curate Bowen. Portsmoutb lIar-
Ibor-(~angw y Rock)-700 cubic yartls­
Ilsa~(l Sylveste , $27.90; Geo. W. 'rowns­
iend~ Boston, 3Y iJames ,Andrews, Bid-

I
deford, $40; eo. L. & HIram W. :Phil·"
lips, Quincy oint, Mass. $40 ; Chas. A.
Tr~mbull, La renee, Mass. $42.'37; Isaac
Halllilton &; 'a.rdner fi'}oyd, $47. Con­
traetawarded o8ylvestet.

_. . _ __ :J

PJ 23 oct 80 -- Work preliminary to the removal of Gangway

Rock has completed. The staking out has been done, and speedily

the booming will be gin. Mariners are referred to the notice by

the contractor, under our marine news.

PJ 6 Nov 80 -- Work on Gangway Rock put off until spring

because of the strong currents.

PJ 23 Oct 80

I.
,()" ~'.1l11 :tftur litis dute, n submarine llfll,(y!li

i \,1111 b,~ l'lI1ldon'.d ll\' (he (1. ~. Gov(,l'll- !- .~

:Ultl'\t in tile I'l'Hluval of (~alll.nvll)' Hill'!, lying- ill'l,i
rliu dHl.1l1icllJelwcen "SOIlIII Bea~on ~I)()nl" and
till' !'av~' Yard in Porlf\lllOlllh JJllrlJOI',~. II''I
LillieI' a.sloop 01' (b'ill p:nlfol'llI 01' hoLll will lJ(~ I
llJlJdl'ed tlil-n' dlly alJlllJigllljanll dUl'ing tile ni~IIL '
ll.(~ tl!;lIHI lip:ht8 will IJe exllilJited. VeSH'ls
~IIOllld g-i\'e them a wide lJCI't11 Lo nvoi<l l'uuli"g
th.!i\, unchol' lines. <n,;o. '1'1JO;,\l, I

Col. (!I ElIginecl't1, HI t. Rl'ig'. Gent' U. S. A.
If S. F~(;JI\E1':1I OFFICE, ~

Portland, l\laille. Oct. ~3J 1880. 5 ol~t:l" Gw

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



gangway

PJ 2 Apr 81 -

Work on Gangway Rock to begin on 8 April.

PJ 7 May 81 Blasting is going on at Gangway Rock, and at

the present rate of blows must soon succumb.

PJ - 4 June 81 -- The breakwater recently placed by the govern-

ment around the drill platform on Gangway Rock as a protection to

the diver from the full force of the strong tides while at work

removing that dangerous ledge, was carried away recently.

This item should follow those on next page

PJ 24 Sept 81 --

I ~Thexdhronicle says that a peI'SeVel'il)~
. but unavailing seal'chhas been made by 'I

the diverin the employ of the contractors
for the removal of Gangway rock, to fi nd

I the new'8team drilJiog machine which
i went adrift at the time the U. S.~. Lan­
caster knocked over the "band-stand."

i The track which it made along the bot..
tofu was followed a distance of several
hundred feet from ,he ledge, the stick of

I

timber to which it WL$s bolted having evi-
dently not been quite'iable to float it. The
timber was found some days ago above

i the Portsmouth bridge, and it is quite
likely the drilling machine was torn from
its fastenings w~~~.1 the timber went
through the bridge. r
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PJ 31 Jan 1885 -- Owner of schooner Satellite found not

liable for damage done when schooner ran into drill platform at

Gangway Rock on 28 April 1883. Plaintiff was contractor Solon

S. Andrews; defendant, Josiah M. Aderton.

PJ 2 May 1885 -- DRill plaform in position and work is

resumed.

PJ 9 May 1885 -

r~_~Qn 'W~llt)PtHl~~~'nin~1 (vhlll' \f;', I
:~t:,J!,Lt\f"\'Htj k(a'[HH' of H(HJ)\bl~Hld'I
::~fg\t,"t-W6\i(at)ltH.t d(HVtl HUT dVllt on 11.1-" I'
):~&Ul~n ,tr9llt rOI'l~,"(Hlth, with hlllwh(HIj' i
'lo-adei'l-wJt<b c{)ul c\tHl olUN' ")Idtl t • tho
ilijjl~~~~f: tllb' e\1l·f(mtc~t,,.h~t\ hl~ hemt'
'~ittil-n~t U10Gilnflwny"ltMlk ~Hu <h(;l\f)]'\z
tJ~~:t!JJ-af)d tbrowinltMt'. ,l,cfWitt ,lllto, rhB
r'~.,tr <o:mltldnlhA' th.., bot\h lH~ Chlll1l.h'l if.
/"hti~Wl\jefU'.·h"d down tht) rlv(!t ,~om,t>'dl~·

t~~e~i~l.~~ It ~~nku1tdCf )\lm, hn\Vtn~
IJdfll::;~ti:rW'tUnl on the "wntm', "At ·tlrH
ltltU.'~btY'ltliuektboltan(l two d''f~n WN1(t

~~~~'J;.rtt;JtJRnl\l.wt}roglvt\~"f(Jr ,thorn t'!,} ,

f~~~~,~,''''btn,l'. boat Wf\jJ,"~hL t(l r.t ..~,
!,I4t.V:tt~~•.J'·"b\Je., 'pJC'k.dhltl\PPAnd;~fw,
f;rt.l-1tlm.9l1,})9M'4: Jh9 ;•.~lWOtle:rYJ~rl~()~,
~m;t;ill:~~ti~i'u~t:'dj.n~n tlQ8 j" ,whort\ h0"\' (\f.\

I'" "~~4'~~~~'~~~~~t
..•tm•• ':\'mw';"fit;Wl1~"tblr::

.~,,":);~.i.jl.~
PJ 23 May 1885 -- Estimate 157 yards of rock has been excavated

so far this year.

PJ 18 Jul 85 -- 1,000 yards of Gangway moved so far. 700 by

Andrew & Sylvester; 300 this season by Mr. Townsend. 700 more

to be excavated.
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23 May 85

<=>1'110 (j[l,'ltl fir Sn/ll-il M, t\fHht1~v", "it Old.
dt~f(lnl v!',~~!hopmuNul"'!ll lt~ Wit:, hrJU'fl Iu
HlflU.·S..t,HMI'!(Jt I.wun III l'l.lnliWd ht~t
w".ik bfllf1t't~JtldMQ' '\V~)I)b, ThtJ f.iJ~n b~~'
hfHJ PJJoft'fal whJ) n Vf.iPfritt. Uh~'l! hi tIlYUY. j

()( Hit}, d~tri.il.l~fl, 1HH Ull ttlJt:.lfial (~f ~h~
St}«J}ttHt ~'. uew trill I w~ ttt'ilMHd, ;\w

,artnv·s tH\~dtlltl UWrt~r (~f tht, S414>lHhi lUI

\ .d.!U;'Ul.{t,ll ltl~tolh{fd lnJmr hflt ,,~h~lflhl\'f
l,tIIl'lt<f~",i\~I'-.~t j(trHf ~tl\nrt 11' hit;h w~~
rlrttm(f!Cft',t~.!(lfln!tWD;¥'f(Jv_ lh tblJ f~~-,
f~~,~~9.:"",;r!'~r"tW U.e t!~f'~t~th)f! JJj H.ilbif
(tb4),.?~!l,•. (it An nll~luJf ht th~i - t101UMf.Hl.-
ITb.tht!"tI~(t~t ..tQd th~t lh.,,), tiu:Jk ~t'~nJ"
i·~lblQ.PftOAUUotl tb Jtt)~}l dttAt Qt Un'
itl-tflt,Ul,tdt<t UHlt t.llOtl('chf~t-}l "'M UJU1V4Jhl',

--nI»bl,""~ef: thn Y-h'c UUl1ihthCOt. flflfJ,\V
?.;t~'~} ~q~dnctod tho Cll~() hr Atllfti'WjI ~fh!
f~-l~lJ•. :rh()!.l.at4 Jl. l\(H.'d (rfr tilt" Ih'(NH'!i:'

I
N'f1... 4ecl••.Qll JHi(tb~QfI fi-t.HltHHH~~'-d ~!h1~~;
l\~eo\UJ ttl. .

PJ 29 May 1885 -- Drill platform carried away by British sch-

ooner Belvedere. She came up river under sail, but wind died

after passing the Narrow (Henderson) and vessel became unmanageable

in the full tide. No one hurt, drilling crews escaped to the

contractor's schooner and the diver wasn't down.

PJ 26 June 1886 -- Excavation complete. Drill platform and

schooner have been removed.

PJ 18 Dec 1886 -- Army Engineer report shows 608 cubic yards

removed in past fiscal year. It's needed to take 632 more yards to

get clearance of 20 feet at low water. $25,000 needed to complete

the project. $33,000 recommended for Harbor of Refuge at

Little Harbor; $10,000 appropriated.
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PJ 27 August 87 W k h-- or as ceased at Gangway for the the

summer; contractor has complted his contract.

PJ 4 July 1891

-The 8t~am tugInternation~l, of
Philadelphia, arrived at this P01~t on
the 25th inst. with the eoalbargeSon­
tag in tow. The tug is a twin screw
steamer o{.enormous 1;ower, fitted
with' all modern improverrUmts, includ­
ing a complete fnstallation of elect'iic
lights and search lights. j; In coming up
the river the barge, although drawing
on1, 18~~ ft. touched, and bung 'upon
~Angway rock ledge) but. came off on
tbe rising tide in less, than an hour.
It is evident. that the contract which
guaranteed a uniform depth of 22 feet
at low water over this ledge was not
properly fulfilled, arid the engineer in
charge of river and hMbor. work
should re-Burv8f' this place and deter­
11line whether the depth guaranteed
has been obtained on all portions of
the ledge. We are informed on good
authority that the Sontag is not the
only vessel dra\ving not oyer 20 feet

---- ot water w1)'ich: hM'-touched ,- on this
rock since the dreding contract' was
fitfi13heiL··,--
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