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GANGWAY ROCK

PJ # Jan 80 ~-- Gen Thom, engineer corps, was in this city on
Friday to consult in reference to the contemplated removal of the

beacon ledge or Gangway rock in this river on which several naval

and other vessels have been damaged. It was decided that some

sub-marine blasting would be necessary, and it was estimated that

the cost of removal of dangerous obstruction would not be far

from $85,000.

PJ 14 Feb 80 -- A petition has been circulating in this city

and among masters who sail to and from this port, asking for a lar-

ger sum than that already appropriated, as necessary for the removal

of obstructions in this river, more especially of Gangway Rock,
so called.....

PJ 7 Aug 80 --

§ —-ben Thom mniakes the foll(;win r ' B0 ds o '

Gen, e Lff 0.secure, ipg i
portirelative to improvements in thisg riv- | || With aidepth of 4 fé:ada (‘)ifepltiﬁ Offeeltooff )
er:~+For Portemouth Harbor the project | || Of Watek at mean low watep T :et
is, firs, closing the side channel between | || COS! of the project is $150 00(; ﬁe 0
Gregt and Goat lIslands, soas to prevent | || 000/appropriation of 1879’was; a ;'%10’“
| the ¢urrent running through, with o rub- | | Placing 122,000 tong of rubblesto‘;‘: i }_:0
| ble brenkwater 800 feet long; second, re- | | Pr ectf}d breakwater, compléting it;"t]rt X

movﬁl{)f Gangway Rock, lying in the chan- | | shdre tg shore with g two- foot ele\rat?m
nel between . South Beacon showl and the | | 8bdve low water. The projected thick o
NMF‘ Yard, so that there shall be over it an stat'}ility will require 2000 or 300(:) ::x?:

R0 fpetiof water at mean low water. This || more sfone, The $25

et e \ ' R 000 a i
wlll_lnqrease the width of the channel to ||th year will be applied in 'pagi)r:;ni::)ted
370 feet ; third, the removal of partof ledge || pldtion of this breakwater and in part [tl:lc;

ab the touthwest end of Badger’s Island; || removal|of Gangway Rook. [
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PJ 10 Sept 81

—The government budy to which the
U. S. S. Launcaster was attached broke%
| adrift Sunday afternoon about five o’clock |
| the rapid current sweeping the vessel up
river, both anchors, which were qujckly
let go, failing to hold her., The vessel
was finally secured and steamed up to the
wharf at the yard, however, after the
platform over Gangway Rock was run in-
to and knocked into pieces, and a new
steel steam drill which had only been
placed in position a day or two before was
lost. It is not probable that work can be
resumed in the rempval of Xhis ledge this
.season. An examination Wyas made of |
the battom of the Lancastef on Monday,
by a diver,who found thg#¢a small portion
of her shoe had be¢n digplaced, and some
of the copper thereon lgdsened. This was
probably.done by t eship *‘scraping over”
{ one-of the stay-chj ins attached [to the
| platform at the ledge, as there was t0o |
great a depth of water over the rock to
|-iave straek the latter. :

PJ 17 Sep 81 -- The contractors for the removal of G.R. in

this river, claim, it it is said, $5,000 from the government as

damages sustained to their appurtenances by the Lancaster colliding
therewith two weeks ago.

PJ 19 Nov 81-- Work suspended until spring

PJ 12 April 1884 -- Work to be resumed in few days; Congress

appropriated $50,000 and whole sum to be spent on the job.



gangway - 2 #99

28 nug 80 . e follovjing werd' the bids received
by Gen. Thowg| for work to be done in this,
harbor : ~—Porfsmouth Harbor—2000 tons
\rubble stone (for the breakwater not yet
completed) —Joseph P. Curate & Hugh
Bowen 77 cis. |; Joseph R. Holmes, Ports-

mouth, 98 1-2 cts. ; Isaac Hamilton &
Gardner Floyd, $1 ; Joseph H. White,
Hyde Park, Mass. $1.04. Contract award-
edtoOurate Bowen. Portsmouth Har- !
,bor ~(Gangwgy Rook)—700 cubic yards— "
Isanc Sylvestet, $27.90 ; Geo. W. Towns-
end Boston, $39 ; James Audrews, Bid-
deford, §40 ; Beo. L. & Hiraw W. Pbil-"
lips, Quincy Roint, Mass, $40 ; Chas, A
Trambaull, Lawrence, Mass. .%4&2 37; Isaac
Hamilton & ardoer Floyd, $47. Con-
traet a.warded 0 Dylvestet

)

PJ 23 oct 80 -- Work preliminary to the removal of Gangway
Rock has completed. The staking out has been done, and speedily
the booming will be gin. Mariners are referred to the notice by
the contractor, under our marine news.

PJ 6 Nov 80 -- Work on Gangway Rock put off until spring

because of the strong currents.

PJ 23 Oct 80

(}\ and after (his date, a submarine parly ||
’ will be emploved by the U, 8, Govern-

smehtin the removal of Gangway Roek lying in ?
#he channel between v south Beaon Shoal” and
hhc Navy Ywrd in Portsmouth Harbor, N. H.
)LAUuw1LMoopordrHlphnknnlor1xwh will be
HUOU)Ld there duy and night;and during the night y

Kotice to Mar.ners. i
|
]

{Llﬂ usual lights will be exbibited, Vessels)
{l»onld give them a wide berth to avoid fouling
!lh 2ir anchor lines, GlO. THOM,

Col. ol Engineers, Bit. Brig. Geny, U. S, A,

© UL 8. ENGINEEK OFFICE,
P«nLLtud Mane, Oct. 23, 1850,
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PJ 2 Apr 81 -
Work on Gangway Rock to begin on 8 April.

PJ 7 May 81 -- Blasting is going on at Gangway Rock, and at

the present rate of blows must soon succumb.

PJ - 4 June 81 -- The breakwater recently placed by the govern-
ment around the drill platform on Gangway Rock as a protection to
the diver from the full force of the strong tides while at work

removing that dangerous ‘ledge, was carried away recently.

This item should follow those on next page

PJ 24 Sept 81 --

| _The Chronicle says that a persevering
| but unavailing search has been made by |
| the diver in the employ of the contractors
for the:nfejmova.l of Gangway rock, to find
the new steam drilling machine which
: went adrift at the time the U. S. 8. Lan-
“caster knocked over the *band-stand.”
The track which it made along the bot-
'tom was followed a distance of several
hundred feet from the ledge, the stick of
timber to which it was bolted having evi-
dent.ly not been quite'able to float it. The
ltlmber was found some days ago above
{ the Portsmouth bridge, and it is quite
likely the drilling machine was torn from
its fastenings whenj the timber went
through the bridge.‘r}

i
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PJ 31 Jan 1885 -- Owner of schooner Satellite found not
liable for damage done when schooner ran into drill platform at
Gangway Rock on 28 April 1883.. Plaintiff was contractor Solon
S. Andrews; defendant, Josiah M. Aderton.

PJ 2 May 1885 -- DRill plaform in position and work is

resumed.

PJ 9 May 1885 -

=
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’-4"‘-«01! Wsﬂuwl:\y morning, while M2

fiAe,.»'Jf Joenvitt, keeper of Boon Jsland’
2 w'h.wmgalnq down the clver on s
u"nhmmlwrmmmthuhhwsﬂnnv
pded with conl and otler aNlelos, the
o¢e-pt:the current carrled |Lis bont.
ngamnt the Gangway-Rock stardy eapsiz

‘lq{. by and throwing Mt, Leavitt into the
fiwmahﬁhgthnboatlﬂtﬂUﬁgtaan
Cenrrlad down tlio river some dla:
"1rcn>!t sunk under him, leaving
iﬂm gtr&gglhm on the wmm* Ar. ma

PJ 23 May 1885 -- Estimate 157 yards of rock has been excavated

so far this year.
PJ 18 Jul 85 -- 1,000 yards of Gangway moved so far. 700 by
‘Andrew & Sylvester; 300 this season by Mr. Townsend, 700 more

to be excavated.




gangway 5 #99

23 May 85

!
1

%’I'h@ Gine of Bolon 8, Andeaws of Bid. |
deford va, gehvoner Mals)iile Wika hﬁflﬁi &i
the U 8, Distrlet sourl ol Porthand fast
| woek Lefore Judge Wobl, “Fhe caen b
{ o ame tefal with x vemdier ghven in favig
jof ihe detense, bur oy appeal  of  thg
PIIRLE @ new trinl was granted, Ag
:gmgggﬁﬁthﬁWMWQﬁLM;%ﬂﬁﬁm ﬁw
\f’&ﬂi &gﬁ.ﬂ &u‘““hwd from that sehintier
‘;j?‘it-;!} ff)g‘;{\jgu!nsm deiil stand whieh way
built-ovar the Gangway voek 1o the Pis.
Cataqua river for thy exeavation of 1, and-
A8 lowe of an anchor 6 the collision,
J’Tb&"ﬂﬂéh&é atnded that thay  taok ‘,m;,z;
'POsALbIG precaution 1o keep clear of (he
stand and that the aceldeit was unavoid
'@'ﬁﬁﬂ'@?{?‘,tlw. clreumstances, Hon, W
Lunt candwiotsd the enno for Amleows an
Htﬂj" ’rb(f"]ﬁs _Ba H(ﬂ.‘d ff.‘ﬂ' the i’(_!fgr;gggs
N" ,‘lf’@gfg@»‘f}"ml-l’i’éﬁ aihoitneed al lates
aceounts,

PJ 29 May 1885 -~ Drill platform carried away by British sch-
ooner Belvedere. She came up river under sail, but wind died
after passing the Narrow (Henderson) and vessel became unmanageable

in the full tide. No one hurt, drilling crews escaped to the

contractor's schooner and the diver wasn't down.
PJ 26 June 1886 -- Excavation complete. Drill platform and

schooner have been removed.
PJ 18 Dec 1886 -- Army Engineer report shows 608 cubic yards

removed in past fiscal year. TIt's needed to take 632 more yards to
get clearance of 20 feet at low water. $25,000 needed to complete
the project. $33,000 recommended for Harbor of Refuge at

Little Harbor; $10,000 appropriated.
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PJ 27 August 87 -— Work has ceased at Gangway for the the

summer; contractor has complted his contract.

PJ 4 July 1891 --

—The steam tug Infernational, of
Philadelphia, arrived at this port oun
the 25th inst. with the coal barge Son-
tag in tow. Thetug is & twin screw
steamer of enormous power, fitted
with all modernimprovenients, includ-
ing a complete installation of electYic
lights and search lights. In comingup
the river the barge, although drawing
only 184 ft. touched, and hung upon
Gangway rock ledge, but came off on
the rising tide in less than an  hour.
It is evident that the contract which

 guaranteed a uniform depth of 22 feet
at low water over this ledge was not
properly fulfilled, and the engineer in
charge of river and harbor . work
should re-survey this place and deter-
mine whether the depth guaranteed
has been obtained on all portions of
the ledge. We are informed on good
authority that the Sontagis not the
~only vessel drawing not over 20 feet
" of water’ which has touched on this
rock since the dreding contract was
fmished. T~ | :






