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The Unitarian-Universalist ChUl:~gh)R9~i>RQ.l"~YI.lJ.(J1.l.tl:1,.i..N.H., .was formed on January 26.
194" b;y,:liVot~to>IiJf3:rg(3 .ith§§'()'1J.thiiPl1.1.1:t"9h(J.TI1itg.l"i,l.ln~iiiL~~~!i(~~fB'iL~~~.~~h·ofGhri st.'( Univer­
salist}>into ohe porporate body.. Previous to this date, -in May and June of 1945, the
tHO parishes decid.e(i- to' federate, and on August 20, l.94.5, voted to call the Reverend
William W. Lewis a.'minister of the federated church.

The South Parish was originally a part of the first church established in Ports­
mouth. The earliest settlement within-the present limits of Portsmouth was made in
1623, and the first services held here were those of the Church of England, for Which
a chapel and ?arsonage was erected prior to 1636. It was located on Pleasant St., on
the site of the former South Church parsonage. , Rev. Richard Gibson was the first min­
ister. He remained until 1642. With the tmion of the Maine and New Hampshire settle­
ments with the Massachusetts Bay Colony, the Puritan element predominated. After the
departure of Mr. Gibson, various ministers sU9plied at the chapel, but none were or­
dained.

A new meeting..house (not aehapel} was built in 1658 at the South 1'1i11 Dam, and an
effort made to settle a minister. Rev. Joshua Moodey began his ministry in that year,
but was not ordained until 1671. A church of nine members was organized in 1671,
called the Church of Christ in Portsmouth~ It is from this church organization that
the North and South Parishes are descended.

In 1711 the to~m voted.to build a new meeting-house on the northeast corner of the
Glebe Land (site of the present North Church)... Residents of the South End p in the
neighborhood of the old meeting-house, qid not want to move so far north; and a divi­
sion in the parish resulted. However, the new meeting-house was built in 1712; and in
January of 1713 the minister; Rev. Nathaniel Rogers n was directed to preach in the'new
edifice6 He did so, taking with him the' church records and silver. The residents of
the S,outh End, led by Capt. John Pickering, took measures to maintain a church at the
old meeting-house, and called the Reverend John {~~~~~ their ~~r~

V'UU..L'" •••• uivi...
equally entitled to town

. , the North Parish being being in the majority.
In 1731 the South Parish built a new meeting-house on Meeting House Hill. This was

12}g.~ .. ~~ .•~11E:1 ...g1d South Church, and Has used until the completion of thepresent.stone
CHurch in '1826~ (Dedicated FebruaI"lJ 1.5, 1826)

During the ministry -of the Reverend Samuel Haven, 1752-1806, the roots of liberal-
ism l,oJere felt in the South Church . ,n~ continued' to their the
Reveren1 Nathan Parker, 1808-1833"

The Universalist Church and Society

Seeds of Universalism ~Tere first planted in Portsmouth by John Hurray in 1773; and
in 1777 a group was organized, being the first liberal church, as such, to be estab­
lished in Portsmouth. Their first meeting-honse was built in 1784 on Vaughan St.; and
in 1808 a beautiful new ~difice was erected on Pleasant St. The Reverend Hosea Ballou
v.ras minister from 1809 to 1815, and 'while here TN'rote his famous "Treatise on the Atone­
ment", the first outline of Unitarian theology to be published in this country.

The old church was destroyed by fire in 1896; and the brick church, familiar to
many of us, was built the following year. This church was burned on January II, 1947,
almost tTlJO years following the f\3der8tion of the t'L<TO parishes. This prompted the im­
mediate merger that forms our present church organization.
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~TOTES ON THE _u.N'IVERSALISTCHURCH of
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The Universalist Church of Portsmouth is one of the oldest of this
denomination in tha countryo

Rev .. John Murray,the founder of Universalism in Alllerica, came to
Portsmouth for the first time in 1773 t He was,in a sansa t the founder of
the Portsmouth parish. Illir o Mu.rray came to America from England in 1770 ..

~~e Murray came to Portsmouth regularly from 177G until long. after the
Portsffiouthchurch and parish was firmly astablished.

The Universalists of Portsmouth. mat first in a school house on Market st
(ne~r the si~e of G.B.French & Co); ana later used tha old Sandamanian Mett~nB­
house on Pleasant St{cor.of Richmondl.

Rav. Noah Parker was the first minister,and the Church was gathered in 1777.

In 1784 they built their own first church-building on Vaughan st.{ This
building was about where tha Bagger Garage is at the present time.)

On June 18,1793 the parish was incorporated as, the Universalist Society of
Portsmou.;th,N .H.

In JUly,1794, a church organization ~a~ establishedo

In 1807, a new church building was built on the site of the present church.
At the time of i tserection,it was one of the finest and largeJst church bUildings
in New England. Its architecture was of the finast,and'showad the influence of
Samuel MacIntyre of Salem. It was built the same year as the present stoJohn's
Chllrch,but was completed and opened first. If it had been built of brick or stone
insteaa of'wood,it might not have bean cpmpleted SO soon p but perhaps would h~ve

survived to the present day. It was renovated and altered inside in 1856-7 •.
This church became one of the leading ·churches of the city,but during the latter
part of the nineteenth century in came upon hard times,and in 1896 was just be­
ginning to revive,and money was being raised to n~ke necessary repairs andim-
prove~ents. .

On March 28,1696, the old chu.rch was destroyed by fire, and. the present brick
church was erected the san~ year.

The ball was originally cast by Paul Revere for ·the new church in 1807 e

im was damaged in the fir-a,and was racasJIj by the Biake Bell Co .. in 1896 ..
It is interesting to nota that Mr. William Blake who started the Blake Bell

Co~ was originally a partn~r of Paul Revere,and in 1822 formed a partnership under
the name of Boston Copper °0; which in 1829 was divided into the Blake Ball Co ..
and the Henry Hooper & Co.. The BOston Copper Co" w.ade the·. bell in the. south Church·
tower in 1828"
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