
Whaling
NHG 15 July 1817 -- Sperm oil at 85¢ per gallon by
Charles Robinson. First quality.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



Whaling

}J 28 September 18))

WFU.LE-S'Hii> POCAIlOl'lTA!i.-Leuers h,rweb
received from the Captain of the Whale-Ship'''Po'CB
bontall, dated at Pata, in April last. She sailed in
September IB33,-ardved !llihe Pacilic in February.
The crew were all well; they had taken a few
Whale!, and the captain was IHIII~ineora success­
ful voyage.

Capt. J:JAIUJARD adds a fact in favor of Ternper~
anCfl., ,The 811ip was at one lime ~urroundedwith ice,
and the erew were long c:\pose{) to severe cold.­
Hot GinftI!T' Too was, fUnli$hnd the men, in- (
stead of the" poiwn RllM." The. resuh was, the
inf'D endured Ihe e:zpo~ure pl'rfectl.r well, and expres­
sed their satisfaction with thill Irestment.

We understand there was no spiril pUI on board
this Ship excepting for medical purposes. WOe wish
thf!m JJUcceSfl.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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SOUTH ,PACurIC'WHALERS.
Lt. CD/IIdt, J. Colli'f1t~.Lollg,oftheU. S. Nal:Yi.h<t&

~ '.',patlMyfunJislled WI w.ilh Mi', Charle.r IJiggi,.n~IJII"
" Li'n'of- TVhaling' VU,feu, that MJ..'e. tou£hc'd'[l.lId
~" hem heal'dfrom,at Poyla, since tlw 28th NQr.ember~
I 1833..
i Arn/;ed, ,DClC. 2, Oyrl.\8, Hussey, Nantucket. 13
i mo. 650 bbls. '1111,' Amazon, Creasey, Fairbaveu,

1

5 mo. 15 b~ls_ ,81.11, Slt'poiluia, Dexwf, New-Bed·
!lwd, 16 mo. 65001J18, Ahig-aiL CI.ukc, N-B, 24,m.
1600. 10th, Ban-lay, Bamcy, NlIul. 15 mo. 600 bIll
14th, Hpholl'lok, Bal'lla,.J, FahuCllllu. 11 mo:4bO,-
I!hh, Rjchmond, 'fucker, N-:a,' 27 mo. 1500. -' 21sl,
Frauklin, Priucc. Naill. SO mo,.l300 bbls. 22d:Ea~
gte', Gdrlllell, N·D,4 mo. 150., 23('1, AmL, Bunker,
N-B,25 mo. 1050. '27Lh, Rodman, Lewis,New-Bed.
ford, limo. 250 lobls.. Jan. ht, Three-Brothers, AI~
ley, Nallt. 4mo. BO.bbls., . ,
'Rpnar!ts~ The Paclolus, Grinnell, touched off

Ihere. 41h Dec. 130 bbls. Spoke the \VashiKgtoll,

I
Bussey,.Sept. Jl,m. ISO bMs. TheRussel,Worlh,seut

"ber boat in 011 the 7tb Dec_ 2000 bbls. Capt.WorLh

,
.

.(]Q.... ) got 750 bbls in34 days. 'fh(l Amazoll.spol!.e the
. ' Uncas, abont 2'7th Nov.- 1950 bbls. The Edward~

: Quesnell aboul 23d, 700. Iris, on the~Otb,880. The
~ IOmeS-1' on the 27th, 140. The Bea\'er, Gill. PO oil.

'Tho.ltydaspt",6 m. 100 bbls, The Rover,,5 In. 200
"hhl".- The John Adams, Swain; was at Talchanaua

) abwl20lb Ocl, wilh 900 bbls. 'l'beOrbet, Gardner,

0
·' same time 700. The Hohomac reported the Pactoluli,

(_ returned with 1800, and on the 91h Nov f!lpoke the
'J'opaz, with 500, beard of the GtlQrge Washington,

/ with 400, Gideon, Barstow, 1000, the VermonL200,

\

'3'<-' the F>aIlces, Alley, 1000 bbls. "he Samuel Wright.
_~ was at Talrhanana, about 28th Oct. with 40 bbls,

Capt. Priuce, spoke the Minerva, Fish, 19th Dec.
~ 8 m. 120, 31ld on the 15th, the'Bauier, 1300. Capt.
--7 Grinllell ollhc Eagle spoke 00 the lsi Dec. Daniel,
<:-- ,\V.ebHlerJ olSagharbour, no oil, and off Cape Horn,

tbe Thr~}lrolherJof ~Nanl\lcket,at ~~1~ o~t with
.,\ ;"l 'AQb\JIt.~-.. ;,·:__. ~ '~" .:c,,"! • >.' "'.-.
(x/'

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



Whaling

FJ 18 February 1837
.J!,lgHly lWQ;::)perm \vJlaJer~ ~rtrvedm :H::KIl), '

and only sixty-hoo in ]836. The \t0Y".!!'t;lS of
these tii ships, have extended from 2.6 to '47
months j but average nearlv'3!) I'l10nths: .. rhe
llhorteElt, (26 month<J) that~,f n' N(l~B8dford
tlhip, was quite fortnnllte, producing' 2009' bar·
rel~; the longest, (47, mOllt!B:l)thll't of.nJ;~~d71
lluna'hip, l"ellulted in the procu, rem!'lnt ofpnlJ
about 1:200 bllrrels.' The Illr/leZil CIIl"g'O o/a~tJf'llt

!ofthe Montllno of' Nantucket, which turlied,
out 30£}6 barrcill-the smll.llest tb(lt ofa F J
muuth blnp, which had met With dlSasl" r ~l./
1Hl( but 54£) bbls. The average ofth oJ WYh~le'O-1
17232-3 lIltlll to each shIp {10m lhe- .Pac ~IS
Ocoan WIthin the veal' 1836-hl::"llg ncar.Jy'lo3
bi\.rrel~ (or oyor 6000 gnlloH,~) \\:1.\;14 thn'l\fquJav.
erage of the yeo.!' preceeumg -JV'ctcbu1'!Iport I
Htruld. I '., ,,I

...._. '.

TlIE SPERM WHALE FISlIE:u.-The Spllrm

Whale .fishery filf the last yenr oppears to '
!lave been lells successful than "prevlOusly.­
Thc'qullntityof Spoflfl 'Oil bruugh~ int<J ~ho
United State8 durintr the year J836 IJUVlDg
oeen abuut 33 per C:llt. leSs tban ;in 1835:..,.
Still ~ho price orOil1 notwithstll.ndlngthe 10­
(',Tensed cOlltlumption, is less than it was a ymt.r
ago.,;I'pis ilibe:-"ub6 speclll~tors bav~ Ddt turn­
ed'tblilic'lltenuo'l,tQ tho. lI.[tlCle..ll"nd~.t b~_\~cell,.
t~e'n byothe trl1dei'J&futj as tp.e Actual Wllnts
i~;lh'e community ~quired., '

:_~d Sperm Vii been pllfcnalled and h~ltl ,on
ape,bulatioll,).by traderti ill UH~ ~a~lIe war 'with
Fl.ouf, it w~l\i.ve been ~ellin!): nt HUll mo­
.'lotlnt:81 $2 po 'a"ofi , !lnd W ,active dew!lIld ot.
_.tjmtprice,118 t deficlena In ~he SUIlply. 01
the article is VllSUy, greattrfl't,llll,l'lthu dcfiClen- (

jey inthe last whea~r?r·, .• . ~,.;;.•.-~I

'6),.i 'n -"'\ '" ,- i f.KIf. FOR SALE at Portsmout/~,1
r' ,'\ -.J~ :~ N. H.-Tile COPlwn'd fwd ('opper-

,G"""\. :(u~t~llO;:tl SHIP POCAHONTA8300loQ:'luunhr:u,
\~ , ,:) <:~ huilL at Ihwllrhill,l\Il,lss. an -"wellelll Ship, 3ails last

~ autl is well adllJlIP'J 10 th~ Whaling busille..~s. ,She
hnd llP.W ~ilalldjllg Riltgillg aboul a yeHr since, tHIS
IIVosliits of Sails, and a Y(!ry lull lnYclHory.. She

!can he. fiued for Hila lit a small expense, and will btl
, sold wilh Of withuut ht'f Whaling GearJ

I. GOODWIN & S. Eo COVES.
l'ortlill1outh, N. n. June 7,' 1~3B. (lm)'

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



Whaling General

PJ 22 Aug ust 184-0 -- Profitable voyage -- the ship R
Hector has arr at New Bed fr the Pac with a ergo of
2700 brls of oil, having been out only 26 months! The
ergo is worth abt $80,000!

PJ 19 Sept 4-0 Statistical info dealing with

Census of T of P by JG Haldey esg, flll: deputy marshal,
tor the yr 18?9, soap ~nd candles, pounds of soap,
7,000; 4-,OOOlos of cand~es; sperm a~d wax candles
50,000. Capital inveated, $8,000*

* Captial invested in the sperm manu­
factory was estimated by the dep marsh., the ownrs
xx rfsng to inform him.

PJ 26 Sept 1840 -- Ship Factor, belonging to the
DU~hess WhylinfidCo. , arr NY on Thurs with a ful
croo OI Ol a whalebone worth $43,000. Factor
has been out only 15 months, 9 days. Bark Vermont,

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



belonging to same camp. was skpn in April 15 mas out
with 2150 brls, wha e and 450 brIs sperm. Worth
$37,000.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



PJ 20 April 184-4 -- 'IJhaling note -- Durinj
the month of March, there arrvd at dif ports
in the US, 15 ships, 4 barks, 2 brigs engaged
in the whale trade. 11,4-87 brrls sperm,
33,259 brrls of whale oil.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



PJ 3 Hay 1851 -- }~ncounter with a whahTe - A letter
to the NY Express, from Rio, 14- ~Feb, gives an account
of an atLack on the ship Pocahontas, of Tidbury,
by a sperm whale. Two boats started in pursuit of the
whame, and one of them had been fast to her about 20
minutes, and hauled in the line. In another attempt
to lance the whale, she turned upOn the boat, and
literally crushed it to atoms; yet the crew were un­
injured having been picked up by the other boat. xfE
After the crews got aboard the ship, the vssl ran for
the whale, wch still continued around the fragments
of the boat; and, when about 2 boat lengths off, the
whale turned, and struck the vssl's bow with such
force as to start one or two planks, and break one or
two timbers on the strbrd side of the bow at the
water's line, causing the vssl to leak at the rate
of 250 strokes per hour. This is believed to be the
second instance of attack on a vessel by a whale.
The other was ship Essex in the Pacific, which was
lost. Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



PJ 11 October 1851 -- The whale fishery has been
very seessfl & prfitbl durng the last year. The New
Bedford wx whaling list states yt the whol no. of vssls
emplyd is 605. New Bedford has 275 shps and brks,
and mor than }~ the tnng. Nantuell:et, New London, and
Fair Haven have abt an equal interest in the bsns. There
are now 132 lrg shps and barks in port, fittng for C,
and they will requir abt 4000 men, to offer and eru the
shps. The toal amnt of prft in the whaling bsns must
be between $20 and $30 m of $. The first 7 mos of the
year there has been landed aUi2.8 mil worth of aperm
oil, 'E4.5 mil worth of whale oil, and $1,2 mil of
bone, making a total of $8.5mill for the first 7 mos.
and giving for the yr nrly $15 mil.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



Whaling Note

PJ 21 January 1865 -- The whale fisheries have
nearly given out. Last year the fleet decreased by
27 vessels and 8300 T,

Petroleum has superseded whale oil, shortly
the whales will be lwft to a mor peacefl life.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



'~IhalinR?

I'J 25 ]'ebruary 18'11 - 'l'he ';'lhale Fisheries. -- 1'he
whole number of Am vssls enggd in the whale fishery,
Jan. ~m 1, 18'11, 216 ships and barks, 18 brigs, 54
schooners, showing a large decrease from 18'10 of 33 vss:
which proceeds from the withdra\1/al of vssls from
Nwbyprt, 'l'iellfleet, Groton and largely from I'rovincetowl
'J1he entire fleet at the lttr port being 2'1 vssls againsi
L>9 a year ago, and of yt number, it is that, eight
will not be fitted.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



PLA'ro

A bark engaged in whaling for Portsmouth Whaling Co.

P.J. 2 Nov ** 1834 -- SId fr St. Helena, 1 Sept
250 brls of sperm, 250 right what oil.

P.J-. 2'1 F'eb 1835 -- Now calling Plato a bark.
Touchd St. Helena 19 Dec with 850 bria of oil, 7000
Ibs of bone

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



,-------------------------------,
Pocahontas (idhaling)

PJ 20 June 1840 -- \Vil be cold 25 inst at public
auction

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.




