Tho Founding of "Faith Home"

It hoo been seld that our "Colonianl" ancesters lknew how
to tnild housos ove well ms "Constitutionsn”. It mny even be
thot they built ono more enduringly thon the other, for many
of their monsions still stond, Lirm in Joico ond booam, having
rocuired in tvo centuries no more serious repoire then ching-
les ond pelint, while the Comstitution bhas hod nineteen lter-
ationg, ond there are those whe Insist seversl more vwill be
necopery hofore tho venerable document onn bo considersd pol-
itieally wotorprools
~ vpnen onr "Uolonial” swncestor built his home, {tlLore were no
“profonsiontl srehitoeots, but thero vere many maoter bullders
who bhrd gorved under theo croeastors of tho Epgiisch moner house
ond the Ineilneting chntepus of Yrance.

Heatory shoves thet the remombrernce of 2 nntione ;slory in
tho pret stimerlotos to antionnl glery in thio future, so this
houge thet wes milt aloest twve sundred years a0, through the
poneretico an, hng kept ites noble horitage cund the obtwosphere of
Girnity ghilld prevailog throuch ite grocious rooms.

e vonder ot timee et the wenlth $hol egicted hore in Fortse
m i dn the coelonisl doyo, the shippineg industry wes [louriche
irr heore ond Fertomeuth wop tho mein port through vhieh trode
par tronsectoed with the populetion in end gromwnd this territory.
The wor knoon on the Froneh pné Indinn wor, which losted soeven
FoLne, onded in 17G2. It wng the etrugsle betwern Englend nnd
Sronen oo this continent. It cnenged tho hiotory of 1his countizy.
The perenoats ag well oo the ship builders, and those in tho oupe
Loy of the Finp'e shipn ag traders, mode thoir fortunos.

Ln o fhe hook eclled "Tortemouth, Histeries and Dieturosgue”,
thie houso ig deseribed oo locetold on the neorth side of Deor i,
opyooite Tiph 0. The house was built by Toniel Hnrt, brother of
Siohord ort who hod built hiz houre ot the reor of thie lot in
tho genr 17G7. Lo do nod hove any records of how miny yonrg
Deniol Lart lived here, but during the strugelo of the Revelu-
tiencey Lor, dre. Richoxd bHhortridgo, ket a bosrding house hero
In 178, vhon ¢ho Fromnel fleet woe in tho horber, many of tho
officers boarded hero. A vory ungollant incident asvecinted with
Gove Somming “entworth in comnection with the Shortridge familiy
ocoursd, Lichard Shortridge's wilfe wos Lolly &itren, and previous
to Govornor semning Tentworth's merriapo to larthe #ilton, ho had
proposed to lelly Fltmon, but Jelly wen engopod to Richord short-
ridge, whon she morried soon alftor.
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“he Governor was indigent and did not forget the rebuff,
for soon after Shortridge was seized by a press gang from
an English frigate in the harbor and retained for seven years
before he escaped end returned to his wife. Years pasged and
another prosperous merchant purchased the home. Feter Jonness
lived here for a number of years, then the house became the
home of & ir. Vanderhoof and some years later it became the
property of liss. C. A, Young.

- From now on I shall quote from the report of the Faith
Home issued botween the yoars 1876-1879. This report .was
loaned to me by the frustees.

; On July 28, 1875, a letter! of invitation was sent to

My, %m. HBurd and Mr. Lpyne by pastors of diffsreat churches

- located in Portsmouth. Both #r. Hurd and Lir. Loyne were
Joeated at that time in Dover, N. H., doing city missionary
work, the letter read as follows:

~

Fortsmouth, &. H.
July 28, 1876,

liessers, Hurd and Lyne:
Neer Brothors:

- Wo, the undersigned pastors of this eity, nost cord-
iglly unite in inviting you to visit us, and labor in our
midst in the interest of tempersnce, if you come you will.
have our prayers our sympathic co-operation.

Fraternally

Charige kortyn, Pastor, Fortkh Church

e we s lherd " Universualist Church
. Ao Bailey i liethodist "
Johmn A. Goss " Christien "

In Iir. Leynes report of that work, he spveaks of the
hearty co-operation of the Woman's Temperance League. He
says the work was commenced with the intontion of remaining
four . _uks .2 the ¢ause of temperance, the work was not as
suveessful as wo had expected, yet we thanked God thaet we had
not toiled in vain, for some were led to forsake their cups.

- ¥While here ¥r. Leyne says "My heart wes drawn toword
the people. TFriends invited us to accept the situstion of
§eneral missionary, but the ideo was foreigh, when I camo to

ortsmouth, of remsining beyond the time for which I was invited.

Mr. Hurd at the end of three weeks deamed it beet to other fields
of labor; The doy previous to his leaving, I hed an impression,
- while &t preyer, thet it might be the Lorxrd's will for me to take
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_— ﬁ_p my ébode hereias migsienarye.: while Vi}ﬁi‘t_ing that morning

with lir. Hurd, He suid in a very ornest mamner, "Brother Leyne
you ought to remein here in FPortsmcuth, the peopls are so anx=-
ious to have you, will you". I $0ld him that I would think more
. sbout it and seck the guildance of the Holy Spirit, for three
- days and nights, the subjoet was before me. With a good trade,
steady employment, and comprupa’ion iwcge snough to support my
family, supply all their needs, am I williwng to vesipgn all, to
be dependent on the Lord alone. I must now trust God and not
man, and so after much prayer and fasting, I felt confidant
that it was my duty to move my family to Yortsmmouth, the burden
was gone and the Joy of the Lord filled my soul. though the
way was often dark, still I have never doubted the power of God
or the willingness of my Saviour to help me. v )
- The next thought that occupied my mind was, where shall we

live, will any one let us a house, we have no salary, neither
have any prospect of receiving support. I ogked the Lord to
direet us in the right, for I knew not whabsto.do.

The house 17 Hill St. woc the only wne wacant thot appeared
to be adapted to our needs i(for we intended tc make our lome
the home of %he Lord's poor), The rent,the late Henvry 1.
Garrett informed us would be fourteen dollars, though not in
advance. Aboult half an hour after this cenversation, 1 met
with a gentleman who pressnted vs with five dollors, knowing
nothing of my circungtances, bet doubtless {hinking that I
necded help. This was the first gift, the promis "Before ye
eall, I will enswer, wae verified in this instant occurence.

Thus the work begen, we hsve hni many answers 1o prayers.
fithout asking any humen pid. #e wore provided with all that
was needed, both for ourselves and the mony who sat at our
toble, who were hungry and destitute. O(ur Pirst year was
cloged free of debt. ¥From Sept. 15, 1676 to Sept+ 15, 1876,
we received in voluntary collections §575.74. ’
' It was while visiting amomng %he people of the city
I saw the great need of o pormanent home for old fadiss. I
had never thought wherc the momey to provide for PThe "Honme"
was Lo be obtained, but I Imew if it was the will of the Lord
to have such ah institution established in our midst, there
would bo no difficulty in obtaining the same. -

At this time Rev. Charles Fowler was holding u series
of revivel meetings in our city. I mentioned the subject to
him ond together we had & long sesson of holy communion with
God. I now felt the time had come to aot in the matter.

that
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«ithin an hour before the timec of 1eaving “r. FPowler, &
noble christian gentleman, entirely unsolisited, presented
me with $500.00 twards establishing o "How2" for aged women,

- to0 be known as "Faith Home".

We thought it beet to buy & piece of land to build thereon,
it wag difficult to find just the right spot; but finally,
Ex. Hayor Frank . Miller offerecd us a lot of land at the corner

"of South and Broard Streets for five hundred dollars, worth at

the time at least eight hundred dcllers, with the following
restrictions, thet if the land was not neoded with in two yeors
the money would be returned to the doner, without interest.
Everything worked well until the building plans were pre-
gented when it wos found there was not & union of feeling in
rogard to the work, the board of trustees that had been in-
vited to help us in the work, thought we ought to have the
noney pledged, ‘so as to pay for the building, before we tolked
of plans snd specifications,others thought the location not
tho best, while others weré of the opinion it would be better
to purchase a house already built, and several were suggestéd.
A fow days after, I recelved o mescape from iiss. C.AJ Young
that she would like to gee me. I cglled on her, and she stated
she was ready to sell hor house, 1f we could sgree as to the
price. 1 took the subjeet to the Loxrd in ernest prayer, i{
was a great guestion to decide to purchase o house worth seven

. thousand seven hundred dollars and not & cent "in the treasury

or an eerthly friend to loock to for aid. Miss. Yeung thought
it somewhat strenge , the idee of purchasing & house so large
end costly, without money, yet she bhelived and doubted not
thot it was the lLord's work.

This was the reool frith port of the work. The house was
purchased at thot time without a dollaxr to even bind the
bargain. The sgreement was, thet 1 must poy two hundred
dollars in one week from the time the barzein was closed,
ond three thousand dollars in ninety days, the two hundred
that was paid first to be included in part of the three
thousand dollars, Six days paseed and not & cent. Without
any one being asked for money, except our iHeavenly Father, on
the geventh, toward evening, about two hours before the time
in which the first payment wos to be mado, a wilow lady
called at my residence and said she had brought two hundred
dollaxrs toward the payment of the "Home". Thus I wes consbled
to makeo the first payment. kany kind friends encouraged me
end Gonations came but within ¢leven days of the three
thousand dollars. On the morning of the decisive day, 1
rotired to my closet, and there beforec God, knelt in ernest
Proyers

The 3lst lealm coame freeh to my mind and heart to cheer
and comfort me.
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"In the 0p Lord do 1 put my trust, let me never be ashamed;
deliver me in thy rightousness; bow &down thine ear to me, de-
liver me speedly, be thou my strong xock.™ It wae & critical
time, only three hours remeinlng and fifteen hundred dollars

in my room until eleven o'kloek. Unly one

no sign of yreldef. Fifteen minutes later I was suddenly im-

‘prossed to leave the house, assured of deliverance, I palled

at the Pogt Office, 'expociing an order might have been sent

through the mail, but none came, walting there s mement and
1ifted up my heart in silent prayer. After leaving the Fost

OUffice, I met two friemnds, whe inguired about the work and
they at onee pledged themselves to give five hundred each,
tward tlie payment, two lcdics sent me cne mndred cach, -
anothayy friond asked me to call at his house and he presont-
ed me with one Immdred dcllars, thyeo of his frierds, fifty
dollers eadh: and snother sigmed himpelf a Iover of the
Lord,and gaye me £ifty dollars more. By twelve o'clock moon,
on August 11,.1876, the Lord had given us the three thougand
dollars, exélmsive of tho five hundred dollars poid previously
for the ding lot. ‘

And sgui%aith Home" woag dedicaled on Yuesday, Cct. 31,187G.
It wes a very.interesting occasicn and drew & large concouae
of peoplg‘élé?”'énumbers werpc obliged to go eway, wnable 10

get within. {ng distance. 4nd se "Faith Home™ is signifi-
cent. “Jehgdvalk 88 moved the heartsz of many to devies liberal

things. -l

in act ineorporating Yhe trustees of this home by the
Senate and Homse of Representstives in General Court of the
State of New Hampshire was cnacted July 7, 1877.

- s 2 nr e . ) (_5 e 2‘5}
Fresident Uilliem Simsg

. O] cretary Zdward 2 Goodall
Irepsurer William Sims ;>
Yanager .illiem Leyne (Loi™M®

In cloeing, I must say that the founders of 4his home had
no selfigh ambitlons to gratify, no craving for notierity,
and no mer¢AnaIy ends to be geoured.

Tho work W88 begun with full confidence in the pord of God.
And is only(?ngOf the many instances of the effects of simple

Hritten for the "Home for Aged Women®
if”yts° nez lclntire, Lesd at the annusl
< ‘donation party, 1927. ,






