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It hns ooen ea,id tht'l.t om' "Colordnl" anceAtara lmew how
to build. houtlcs as woll as !'Conntitutionatt

• It mny avon be
thnt they built one moro onduringly ttW:l tho othor, for many
of thoir mD.nsions still stand It firm in joico nn<l boam, having
1'Oliu11:'ol1 in tt70 oenturies no rr.oro 001'10'11& rGl)uirs then Ghirl[­
lGe c:md paint, '(:';h110 th0 Conoti tution hnt:,> 11tH1 nineteon n,ltor­
e:tio11o, nnd thoro are thoso who insist s~overGl more it:ill be
n{}oot1nr~-:' hefore tl"O "'Gn0rllUlc docmnonti (.'~r.m. bo considered pol­
itically ~atorr~oof.

i,hem onr 'lColoninl ft anoostor built hit?; home, tl:orc woro no
. profOl7Hd. Ol'JD.1 nrchitoots. bnt thoro \',01"0 mo.:ny mantor buildore

w:t:o '1:1"10 tiervod under tho croators of' tho EncliGli rrollor houen
and tJ~o i'IJ.c:ll1!:"ting ohntenm;· of ~';ro.nee·

llttotory £lhO\'H~ the:t tho rcmombro.T:;oo 0:1: 11 nntiClnB C10ry in
"""'~' "Y·l·,-,t.' r~t'~ ,~(v"··1i"··'·o6 "'0 ..,.,..,"" 1on"1 /··l ....l~" -t-1·, t1'O -f"i1 tU'''''''.... C:lf'l tl'~ r.\J.f,..:J '~..l ,~-~i.:-""- - b,:- 1 .L.('u..",;.1lo- \,..~~ l, D ~- w .LLL~ I.} _ J. -.!..;..b l.:- v tJ all. f.c- "".:... ,4. ... ~ -b \oJ, L - f ..... G

'hOllHt~ tllD·t \'i'(lG tm:ilt; n~[~Oh"';it trw hllfHlIC{l ~:OG:r'n (:.eo t through thG
t"(".l'rF:" ~.~.;I·l· , '1t~ l'If,'.... t"o nt: .!~. ..,. , ......, ,.i' j~ '-, '·lr-t~· '" .f.,..(~ ""nil t· h '" "~l"'O<'J' )'1·"'X'.... 0 {'t..; :.I .....~~ ~. C.~ll",' _ ,", •• ~_":(;"'1 •.h. ,.)'J~·V .J..\J~ L-l>VV..Lu lA.'-.. '£"\)(...\ol:' 1" 0;;>"' U'-..l ( .. 'U.ll g ,''& '0 'U .,...

u1£,:7.1:\;;.: -still promiloo through i te grnciouG room2.
c! \;on(ia:r at timo9 c.t t}l(;, -rmnlth ~"l1nt oziotod haro in J'orts­

r.r.:pr·tl: in the: c()lon1s1 Utlyo, t"1:,o shil1rinc ir.H1u.otrswafJ flouxiah­
iri[ boro H.nci i'c:rtcInouth W{),;:; tbo :!'.'.1t1in pori; through ri1;ich trf't1B
':;'00 t.l"onot'_ctoo. Vii t;h th~ rOI1Ule,tion in (;'1).(1 nronnu thin torritors.
::1'l(; wo.;:," lmo.-'::. 09 the l;'-rcnoh 0_"111 Indian r1C.).:l.~ II whJ.ch lC'.f;;1t nd. BClV(m
U""""'l!'(' 1"1""" .... ,1 1 ...-. lr:!{ f) .:r.·t· '~.'[;"" 4hn t·~· ~""lc'''''1 ""' b"'.i""·.,..... r·'oy'l t'nl"'!l "t',,1 .'"I .... (~d\~;4-~.u·>t ~,U\,{\.;-t........~ # ,«,'t.-il. \~.j ,-t;;J lI~-~..- k;\JJ~ ".J..c..O,.,.... G \-;TUl~~J '~. .;. ! ..... f.:.:~J""'(·'·"'J,'·L t...:,.L.l_~

f:nrnCH") OIl this oontinent. It Cl:Jo.:ngf}(1 tho hio'tor:,' of t.]l:1.H o01wt:r'·y.
:-:1lC' roorcIlLl..l':it n ttB well ns the ehi)) hllilc1ers, nml thona 7in tho 01:;-,P­
lON of tho Kine: t 0 ohipn 0.0 trnil(.~rD,. rnn.dn thoil" fortunos.

':1"' t;'l'!('\ bOA';.' 1'>1....11('''1 't'J:.i'\~ ..t·~mo'''~·l·~ 114 ...tc¥'1 0" """'1"~· Ii~ C+H""flf~('~lpn_. >i- _, .... ..... V.\-t· ~L.:, ,..;:\.-1 . 'Vd· ~ ti \4. U .... t "' ... .t;. u ,~. ~ ~.} \..,.1,4......\-... do" I;,t u...L.. .....dJ ..'" t· ~' •

th10 J!.Oll,E'C :1.0 Uf;,sCl'i.boCt no loco..toll on tho nor-tI, side of J.lOI1:r ;;:t.
o'p;'oBito ~'IiCh. St. The hou.s~ t"N:H'~ built b~: Tinniol :;[';,rt, b:rotho1" of
Z;;ichor(j ;~~t who M<l bu.ilt his houno Ht tlw :renT or th:i.O lot in
tho yeo.r ln17. [;'0 0.0 no11 have r:.!~ rtl(:~or(lo of horl mu.ny ;;.'onre
:Onniol B.t11"t l1vctl here, but c.lur1Il(G' the strucclo of the Royolu.­
ttctlI?ry \.:o..r, J:.:.rs·. Riohnrd Ghortri(lgo. kept a bonrd:1r~ r~0i18(j llcre
in 170:2, v.;'hon tho Fronoh floet VlO,[1 in the MJ:"OO!" 0 mr;U1~7 of tXJO
oi.'f'ioors bourl1od horo. A vor~1 u!}[;o,llml't 1nci(lcnt nsticc.dntod f~'ith
Gov. 3o!'.J.'li1:1,G.':cntworth in connoot ion \11 til tho m'wrtridge i'w;-:ily
ocoul~oc1, Idchorcl ShortridGe I s wife, ivae ILol1y 1'1tman, [111<1 prcy.:LOtw
to Govornor '::'~o!lning f;iontworth I G rno.:rrinco to l:;ci.rthc, Eilton, be lma.
p:r0l-joBo(I to 2;011;,.' J'1tn:v.:m. but ~/.cllJ \70(1 ene;o.col1 to laoho.rtl ~3hort­

rh1cc. Whom she mo.rrio..'l Goon alto!'.
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Tho Governor was indigent and did not forget the rebuff,
for soon after Shortridge was seized by a press gang from
an English frigate in the harbor and retained for seven years
before he ~scspad and returned to his wife. Year~ paseed and
another prosperous merohant purohased the home. Eater Jenness
1ived here for n number of years, then the house b'OoQ,mo the
home of a N~. Vanderhoof and some years later it became the
property of Miss. C. A. Young.

From now on I shall quote from the report of the Faith
Home issued. botween the years 1876-1879. This roport,wua
loaned to me by the Trustees •
.' On July 28, 1875, a letterl of invitation VlllS sent to

('Mr. V~m. Hurd. and Mr. LP,WIlQ aypastors of diff3re:;lt ohurohes
looated in ~ortsmouth. Both mr. Burd a~d ~tr. Loyne were
~o~ated at that time in Dover, N. n., doing city missionary
work, the lettor read as follows:

;Port smont 11 t .1:1. fl.
July 28, 18'76.

I~

Messers, Hurd and 1~e:

Deal" Brothers:

Wa, the undersigned pastore of this oity, most cord­
ially unite in inviting you to visit us, and labor in our
midst in the interest of temperanoe, if you come you will
have our prs.yers our sympathic .co-operation.

Fre.ternnlly

'.,

Chp.1~let.l fuLl.rtyn,
~ ... ""I;

• ~ • ~.'. ~..t.". ;: ¥J:: ro.
il. A. J3a:1ley
JohnA. Goss

Pastor,
tf

If

II

North Church
Universulist
Methodist
Christie.n

Church
"
"

In y~. Leynes report of that work, he speaks of the
hea.r.ty cQ-opcrntion of the \\toman I s Temperance J~eague. Ho
says the work was commenced with the intention of remaining
fcn.•r, "':;Jiis ,~1 t'twoo.use of temperance, the:; work was not as
13l1.cessf'12,l as wo hn~ OX})oote&, yet we thanked God that we had
not toiled in vain, for some were led to forsake their cups •

. Whilo hero !{~. :D&eyne says "My heart was drawn townrd
tho people. Friends invited us to acoept the situution of
general missionary, but the idea was foreigh, when I oamo to
Portsmouth, of remaining beyond the time for which I was invited.
Mr. Hurd at the end of three weeks deamed it best to other fields
oflnbor., Tho d.n;y previou~ to his leaving, I had an impression •

• whilo at prayer, that it wight be tho Lo~dl8 will for roe to take
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. up my abode here i.as.' mil ss;iGnlll"Y ~:: -flhiIt> vi.sit;ng that morning
with llir. Hurd, Aie suid. in o. very ernest manner, ItBrother Leyne
you ought to remain here in Portsmouth, the peopl~ are so anx­
;~OU,J3. to have you, will you". I told him that .1 would think more
about it and seokthe guidrmoe of the Holy Spirit, for three
cluys and. niR;hts, the subjoot wae before me. With 0. good trade,
steady emplo~n1~nt, ~md. compr,.nElaJ,iou, J.~:.cge;~ough to support my
family, supply nIl their tleeds, am I wil11~g tv r~~i6n all, to
be dependent on the Lord alone. I must now 'trust God and n"t
man, and so after muoh p~ayer and fasting, I felt oonfidant
that it was my duty to move my fbmily to :PortEunouth , the burden
was gone and the j~y of the Lord filled my soul. though the
way was often dark, still ~ have never doubted the power of God
or the willingness of my Saviour to help me. '

The next thought that occupied my mind was, where shall we
live, will anyone let us a houso, we have no s~lary, neither
have f-my prospeot of reoeiving sUJl!.lort. I -D.skrnd the Lord to
direct us in the right, :for I· knmv not what'ctc.':..do ~

The hOUSG 17 Hill St. wac the only 'QDe. vacant that u11pearod
to be D,d.apted to our needa (for we intendACi tc make our homo
the homo of "ihe Lord I spoor) • The rent, thl\} Inte Henry 1.
Garret'b informed' us would 'be fourteen dollars t though not in
advance. Abouthulf anhour.aftcr this oonversation, I mot
with a gentleman who presonted 1).S vdth five o.01101's, knowing
noth1:l'.lg of m;y' ci.rcuwf::.-tano as , but <toubtles 13 thinking that 1
needed 1101p. This was tJlO first gift " the promis ".Before yo
c1:.~ll, I will answer, was vorified in :this instant ocourence.

:LIhue tho work beg'on, we nOV') hr::'l. many rmswers to pra.yers.
rathout askinB' nWl human uid •. We ...... ore Ijrovidedwi1;h all that
was needed, both for ourselves and the mnny who sat at our
table, who wore hungry nnd destitute. 0ur first year was
closod froe ~f debt. From Sept. 15, lq75 to Sept· 15, 1876,
wo received In voluntary collec·tions ~j.5'l5.74. I

. It was while Visiting o.rnonng the peoplE;l of the,oity that
I saw the sroat need'of a permanent home for old ~ad1es. i
had never thought whero the money top-rovide for ~}JeltRornG"
was to be obtained, but r knew if it was the will of the Lord
to hava suoh an institution established in our midst, there
would be no diffioulty in obtaining the sarne.

At this time Rov. Clmrles Fowler wos holding (~ series
of revival meetings in our oity. 1 mentioned the subjeot to
him find together we hud u long sesson of holy communion with
God. I now felt the time had como to net in the matter.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



I .J
,.

- 4 -

\. i thin an hour before thetimo of leo.vinf J.:r.. Fowler. a
noble christian Gentleman. entirely unsolicited. presented
me with ~'50V.OO twards establishing 0. 11 HomW' for nged women.
to .be kno,m as flE'si th llome".

We thought it bost to buy '0 piecQ of' land to build thereon.
it was difficult to find just the right spot, but finally,
Ex. U~yor Frank B. Ndller offered us a lot of land at the corner

. of South ,and Broard Streets for fiyo hundred dollars, worth at
the time nt least eight hundred dollars, with the following
restriotions. thp,t if the land was not.' neoded with in two yeurs
th~ rnone~ vl"ould be roturned to the doner, without interest.

Everything wOl'keu well until the bUilding plune were pre-'
sonted when it wae found there was not n union of feeling in
rogard to the work. the board of tru.stoes that had been in­
vited. to help us in the work. thought we ought to havo the
money pleclged.,so as to pay for the building, before we talked
of plflnH f.,J.nd specifications ,othcrsth-ought the loca.tion not
tho best~ while others were of the opdnion it would be better
to purchase u house already built. and sever&l were sug~e~tGd.

A few days after, I roceived n mesonrre from Uiss. C.A; Young
that she would. liko to soo me. 1 'culled on her, and she stated

, sho was ready to sell hor hOUS0. if we could agree as to the
price. I took the subject to,the Lord in ernest prayer, it
wa.s tl great question to' deci<'fe to pu.rohase a house worth seven
thousand. sevanhlln(l:red d.olltn·s' und not n cent "in. ,the tren<:lu:ry
or an earthly friond to look to for aid. Mi~iJ. Yeung thought
it somowhat strange , the idee: of purchasing D. houso so large
and costl:l. without money, yet she 'belived and doubted not
that it was the :Lord I s work.
, This vrns the roal fai t:b. part of the work. The house was

purohased. at that time without a dolln.r to even bina the '
bargain. The agreement wos. that .1 must pD.y two hundred
dollars in one week from the tima the bargain was closed,
and t.hree thousand (loll£1.rs in ninety days, the two hundred
that was paid first to be inoluded in pa.rt of the three
thousand dollars. Six days pnsoed a.nd not I;), oent. Without
any one being asked for monoy, except our Heavenly Father. on
the seventh. toward evening. about two hours before the time
in which the first payment wuc to be mado, a "ddo\"! lady
oalled at m~T residence v,nd said she had brought two hundred
clollars toward tho payment of the "Home". Thus I was enabled
to make the first payment. ~~ny kind friends encouraged me
and donations cnmebut within qleven days of the three
thousand dollars. On tho morning of tho decisivt:. day, I
retirod to YT.f:J oloset, and there boforo God, knelt in ernest
prayer.

The 31st .1:cc.lm oame fresh to my mind and heart to cheer
and. oomfort me.

---------\.,...
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"In tho Oh Lord do 1 put my trust, let me never be ashe.med;
deliver me in thY rightousness; bow dO~nl thi~e enr to m~J de­
1.iver me apeodly, bo thou,my strong~rock."i It was II crl.tioal
time. only three hours rame.irling a:n'~ fift eon hundred dollars ,

,needed. I remained in my ro om UIltil elev;en 0' plock. Unly one
snort ~our ero, victory or defeat met come, still, there was
no sign ofre1:lef. Fiftoen minutes later 1 'WQ.S suddenly im-,
pressed to leavo the house, assured of delivernnoe, I palled
at the Poet 'Office, 'expocting an order might have been sent
through the, mail. but nono oame. waiting there & moment ~nd
lifted up', rii:y, heart in a i lent :pr~yer.~ Aft er 1eaving -the Foat
Office •.. Imet ,two friends, who lnqufred about the \Vork und
they at on~ pledged themselves to give five hundred each,
tward tlie payment; two lo.dios sont me one hundrod eE'~cht '
anothe~~ friend asked me to oull at his house and he presont­
ed me withbno .htmdred dollars t th."eo of his friGr:ds~ fifty
dollars ea.·lib' and another sif;,"Ileo. himself a :Lover of the
Lord,and gave insf:ifty dolla.rs more. By twelve o'clock noon,
on August ll; ~,~876, the Lord. haa gi'Hm us the three thousand
dollars, extdusive of tho x'iva hundred. doll!:rs pa.id previously
for tho building lot.

And so "lraith Homal! wos 1edicntGQ on 11lGsda:;T, Oct. 31,lB~G.
It WElS a. very;1nterest1ng occasion and drew u Inrge concouse
ot people ....1.iZf : numbers were obliged. to go away t tl.""l!lblc to
get w1tlli..,"'g distance. And GO rlFa:i.th Homo rT is signifi­
csnt. u.l.~~.,N' '~~i" moved the heart;) u£ :many to d ~vise libHral
things. ',".~ , ,'I'

An act 1ncJO%'porsting the t:t"UstGas of this homo [)y the
Senate and Rouse of Representatives in Genoral Oourt of the
Sta.te of. New Rampsh1re was onacted j'Ju.ly 7 0 18'77. ....

, c. - -.A e.s)
:i?rasiacnt r;~illiam Sims S "
8lcretary Edward 3 Goodall
Treasurer filliarn Sims :)
l:.anager "illiaro l.oyne elo 'I "" ....

In closing. 1 must say that the founders of this hom~ had
no selfish lJJIbi,tions to gratify, no craving for l:1otierit:v,
and no morOBDB;7 ends to be secured. ~,:'..... .

The work wes begun with full confidence in the tora of God.
And is onl1~:of the I!ltl:n,~,r in!;rtanoes of' the effects of simple
fai th. . ._'.~-:'~

:~:t ' t1ritten for the "kiomo for .AgGd Women II
:>~';; ""~ JJy

';,)113:'8. iLnea fuolnti-re 0 I,eud. e.t the annual
~c~.,;,dO,1Ultion Po.l~~Y, 1937.

;,: .
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