
GUN HOUSE

This structure stood about where the playground is at South

and South School streets. It was built by the federal government

in 1808 to house U.S. owned military equipment.

and ferried over to the main land.

It was already redundant in 1873, whe it was reported on

March ~9th that the "arsenal on Soth Streeet is to be taken possession

in the name of the city, and the same properly taKen care of."

PJ - 21 July 1866 -- "We have before us a bill of Wm. Holman

against the State of New Hampshire, for 5 days

and two yoke oxen, hauling cannon and shot from

Island to the U.S. gun house in Portsmouth, N.H., in Oct. 1808.

"It thus appears there was a fortification there before the War

of 1812, at which time the embankments now remaining were thrown up.

Can anyone give us a history of the first fort?

PJ 7 Nov 74 "Petition of John A. Drugin, for leave to

occupy a portion of the 'Gun House' for a stable was referred."

PJ 18 Jan 79 --
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PJ 15 Feb 79 -- ... The committee on lands and buildings

reported that the state had a lawful claim on the arsenal at the

south part of the, and recommend that the committee be empowered

to make arrangements regarding repairs that have been made there.

PJ 23 Aug 79 The Governor and Council are shortly to visit

this city for the purpose of inspecting the state arsenal to see

what repairs are needed. They will be entertained by officers of

the National Guard.

PJ 17 July 1880 -- The Governor and Council are to visit

this city on Wednesday next to examine into the condition of the

state Arsenal. preparatory to its probable improvement.

PJ 14 Aug 80 -- The Governor and Council have deemed it

practicable and advisable to make thorough repairs of the arsenal

in this city and raise the roof so as to increase the height of

the upper story, and thus furnish a good armory for all the milita

companies in the city, for which an annual rent of $500 is now

being paid by the state; but the estimates for this work are about

$1300 by Moses Yeaton, while the state appropriated for the

purpose $1000.

PJ 16 Oct 80 -- Moses Yeaton of this city has begun the

alterations on the state Arsenal in accordance with the plans and

specifications submitted by the Governor and Council. The

appropriation for this object is $1000.

PJ 8 Oct 81 -- Governor asked Mayor Sise to supervise the

repairs on the state Arsenal
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PJ 12 Nov 81 -- Contract to repair arsenal given to

William A. Hodgdon and Robert King. Among the improvements

was a new floor in the second story, a new chimney and new flagstaff.

PJ 10 Dec 81 -- Two cannon owned by State, formerly used by:~

the Dover battery, were brought here and put in State Arsenal

by order of Mayor Sise.

PJ 28 Jan 82 -- Co. B, Portsmouth Cavalry, to dedicate new

armory on South street next Wednesday with a dedicatory supper.

PJ 4 Feb 82 -

-~ -

_. - 1 ) 'I'le com·-A large Ull.U' thorong ) Y SOClllu - ... '-;

pally assc,m4l"ed at the State arsenal on
Wednesday evening by invitation of _the
Portsmouth Cavalry who on that date

[ dedicated tbsir new armory in the second
I story of that substantial strllcture. C~pt.

E. D. Coffin was chairman of ~hc commit­
tee of arrangements and was ably~assi!ted

by his officers and privates frem the ranks.
Mr. James W. Goodwin of the Kear~~u'ge

House acted in the capacIty of caterer,
performing that dut,y in an admirable
mannel'. - rrUl'ee long tables were set,

I each bearing tempting vlalHls, to which
the company did full justice. Post pran­
dial exercises followed, Lleut, R. H.Per-.
kins acting as toast master,the toasts and ­
responses thel'eto being felicitous. 'Har-:
low's Ol'chestra furnished acceptable rou:"
s'ic throughout the evening. Altogether
this e~ening filled out another of the I

bright pages in' the histol'.Y of the, Ports·
mouth Cavalry.
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ON 5 Jan 1889, the PJ published a lengthy article about the

preparations for warding off an expected British invasion during

War of 1812. With the rest of the plans, the article included

a listing of the armament stored in the Gun House.

liThe Artillery at theOun House COli­

tri8ts of 8 IS-pounder8 mOtl nt.ed on
t.ravelling carriAgt'tJ with hn.rno8ff com·
plete. 4 6-ponnder8 lLnd l wo bra""
field piecea mounted, 12 O-IIOUndfJMI,

on~ 82.pounder Alld 2 24-pounderfl
di8rlJounted, .ome in good and "orne
in bAd condition. 127{) shot (lefident
for all the gunl, allowing 100 round.
to each ;5600 lbs. of powder wa.nting
tor the canhon, allowing 100 round.
to each; two tons of grape shot ill als6 E
wa.nting, Nothing has boon et!ected ~

by the committee in ~rd to .ute or· g
ganizAtion of the exemptil. a

•'Your committee further report that t1
they bave thought it absolutely nec.- t
eary to have some o' the spare r.annoa
at the Gun House mounted, and have"

(
accordingly Qrde.r~l tl'avEllling carnA- •
gee for four of the long8b.ee' to be (
made, and recommend that the heavy

l
di.moullted cannon be CArefully ex-
a.mined, and if fOlllldflt for eervict'lto
ha.ve themmounteda.t Fort Wuhing"
ton or e1ae"bere, &8 may be deemed
rn08t advi.able i they ~180 recommend
that the 8 18-poundere flOW' a.t the
Gun House be carried to FortWI\fth.
ington or Fort Sullivan. .

"A Gundelow has been procured by
the committee and tixed wit h It. travel·
ling rope to pass and repnu8 from t.he
Town to Peirce'a islAnd.

"Your oommittee are of thtl oIJinion
tha.t muehremaine to be done in or·
der that this place should be secure
from the ntto.cka of the enemy, who
with proper moans of annoya~ is
constantly hovering 011 our ('oaat; ,
they consider thenurnber of men de-- I

tached by no means tmfficient; that
more heavy cannon are wanted; that
it would be highly propel' to have fire
raft.s nrepared: that a supply of pow·
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PJ 2 April 1892 - Col. William H. Sise, custodian, informed

Aldermen of damage done state Arsenal by boys wrecking windows

and shutters. Demanded city pay for the damage. Referred city

solicitor.

PJ 4 July 1829 -
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