SOUTH CEMETERY
by Bruce £. Ingmire

The South Cemetery is actually fouwr separate burial grounds which
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includs tha Prepristors’, Cotton, Harmony Grove and Sagarors Cemeterle:
Totton Cemetery and an adjacent orivate Cenmetery called Elmwood Cemetery were

tamily plots at ane time. The Tlnuwood belonged ta the Brakett familv. Cotton
and Elmuwood cwned by the City of Portamouth and the Froorietors 1z ouned by
the South Church Charitable Societvw.

Cot

s

on Cemetery, the first on the sits, was originally given to Willian
Cotton for twenty wears for clearing and fencing the oroperiv. Cotton used

cart of the site for a fanlly turving ground. During the seventesnth

diminishing peopulation. In the esarliest days, burials waere silent nightly
ffairs intended to draw as little attention as possible to the reduction in a

settiement’s porulation count.

ko point mext to the inlet, Puddle Dock. fs the century ended Portsmouth
~scame centered around Puddle Dock and the Pickering family gravesite wuwas

transformed to a community grave 2 during a small pox epidemic in the earlw
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1490%s. Today the Point of Graves is maintained by the city of Portsmouth.
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Traditionally in England parishioners were buried in a yard adjacent io
the rparish church. In the colonial period on the Piscataqua the dead in that
small zettlement were buried quietly at night, near homes and without
monuments. This strategy prevented enemies from being alerted that the number
of scttlers had been diminished. As a result of this early practice families

developed private cemeteries near their homes. Many of these small private




fanilv cemeteries remain in

Portsmouth.

“ortemouth emerced from its pioneer days and population grew, John

Pickering gave a plot of land, the Poirnt of Gravas, wnich became the first

community burial place. It

beginning of the eightesnt

stablished.
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When Portsmouth’s

1

and South Churches at the beginning ths eightes

court awarded each church

o

erains the earliest public cemetery. By the

h century the South ard Morth Cemeteries were

Turitan fivet Church of Christ divided into the North
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a plot of land for support. The Morth Church was

sarded the original church lands, *he Glebe lands. The Socuth Congregatlon was

awarded the former "Trayni
2 Soutn Church

burv carishioners at the P

Puritan Church, continued

decided to enclose the fan

implyving that the town reclaimed the site.

from 1703 to 1718

an ecclesiastical court divided church lands

ng Field" on the road to the south, today’s South
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inisters leased the land as pasture and continue

to graze his cattle at the sitel In 1711 the touwn

ily burving ground adjacent to the training field

resulted in the division of the settled church and

between the resulting MNovrth and

Sauth Congregations. iMinister Emerson burisd his voung daughter in the

‘

“Cotton” Cemetery. About 1721, the town fenced in the rest of the site and

the large elm at the

edge of the property on Scuth Road becaire the town’s

hanging tres. The Cotton Cemetery was remanded to Portsmouth. South

cattle.

When the two churches

of the porth Mill Pond for

ion minister Haven was

lso allowed the former training field for his

were organized, the Morth Church chose the chore

its cemetery while the Meetinghouse Congregation or
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South Church continued to use the training ground for its burials. In 1823 the
South Church moved to the Sionz Church on State Street. By 1820 the
were developed as a private burial facility administered
by Trustees from the congregation and called Propriestors’ Burial-ground, the
secord cemetery ovganized in the nation as a commemorative park.

In 1325 the Socuth Church moved to a new house of worship, the Stone

Church on State Street. In 1830 the "minister’s fields” were turned over to

the Scutn Church Chariteble Fund which was adainistered bv Trustzes from the
congreaation. The *trustees laid out the first private cemetery in Portsmouth,

the Proprietors’ Burial-ground. Willianm Cotton contrelled adjacent
land and he also creanized a cometery. In 1847 Harmony Grove was lald out on
iard to the south. In 1871, the Sagamore Cemetery was lald out In land further
to the south. Among its earliest burials was those graves mo?ed froﬁ the Green
Street Cemaotery when the vaillroad was bullt.

The Cheever family descended from Ezekiel Cheever who was a classical
tzacher in Mew Haven, Ipowich and Charlestown. - A descendant, Charles &ugustus

mofh r died before hz was two and nhe

[
puoe

NN
\J
O
[#%]
=
3ote
(7]

Cheever was born in Boston
waz raised by his father’s sister, Flizabeth. Charles attended Harvard and
graduated in 1813, Following aradua on, he studied medicine under Dr. John
Warren and Warren’z son-in-law, John ©. DBrown. Cheever was interestéd in

to experiment with the procedure.
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vacination and went to the west Indie
Tn 1316, he set up practice in Portsmouth, N encouraged by his Harvard

classnatez named Haven and son of John Haven. There were already several

.

& grandson Thomas lived in Lynn, a section later called Saugus and
Thomas’s grandson, Abijah Cheever graduated from Marvard in 1779 and was the
father of Charles augustus Cheever. A. P.'Peabody, Fxtracts from the Writings
A& Cheever, M.0. with a Memoir (Boston, Ma: JonnWilscn & Son,
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Portemouth including Dr. Jackson, Ur. Cutter and a Dr. Plerrenont.
Charles augustus Cheesver married Mary Haven, daughter of John Haven,

Fsg. and Granﬁaumhter of the minister of the South Church. They had tvo sons

and then Mary diad and Charles augustus Chesver married her sister adeline

Haven and they had four children. In the summer of 1838, one of the Chesver

s closest friend in Portsmouth was Dr. Parker of *the Unitarian
Church. It would : Dceaf through this connection hs came to develen the neu
cemeteries. &nother association for Cheever was that of John W. Foster. (Sarah
Haven Foster?) Cheever®s voungest son entered Harvard in 1848. Charles 4.

Cheever died in Boston, Massachusetlts, September 22, 1852. Buried in family

Michael Griffin wasz hired by the Cheever’s as a gravekesper. Fority vears
later, Griffen left the business ard homs to his son John. Now fiichael’s

areat-great-grandson Tim manages the burial ground.
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onmenorative ce ary wWas Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge,
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Mazsachusetts. For that reason ”ortemoa+h originally called the new burial
ground, the “auburn” cemetery and the avenue leading fo the cemelery was
rallad fuburn Street. It wpas renamed Richafds fsvenue for Henry L. Richards, a
local soldier who disd at Gettysburg. Young Richards helped Or. Behert 0.
Treadwsll plant elm trees along the street when it was lald out.l The tribute

was thought to be fitting and more recently the trees were killed by Dutch elm

and new trees were planted on the avenue.
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The expansion of the private cemetery with Harmony and Sagamore burial

arounds has been ocwned by a variety of persons. The Cheever family was an

! thiz information comes from page 134 in srney’'s or Fosters Portenouth
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Guide.
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early owner and they left some land to Tuft’s but the Griffin family finally
purchasad much of that ground and parlaved their management Into a successful
3 The Harmony and 5agamore Burial Grounds were started when

proprietorehip.
Dr. Cheewver was an active menmber of the Seuth Unitarian Church. That family
puned and managed the additions until the Criffen fanily puvrchased the

cemeteries.

3, Ray Brighton, They Canme to Fish, Vol. 2 (Dover, MM: Randall/Winebaum

Press, 1979), 298-299.





