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Continental warship "Ranger".

The Continental warship "Ranger" was bullt snd
launched from the island, than called Lengdon's, now called
Badger's, during 1777, in the town, on the same blocks

and ways used for the "paleigh" previously. Capt. John

raul Jones was appointed to command her, by the Navy Board,

June 18, 1777; under hils superintendence she was fitted out;

she carried eighteen guns and about one hundred and thirty

men, including about twenty men from the town,
The "Ranger" was one hundred and sixteen feet long

over all, heam twenty-eizht feet, dept of hold thirteen

and one half feet, three hundred ~nd eight tons measurement,

-nd was the first American ship to be coppered; there was

s 1light toprallant torecastle open aft, and a short poop deck

for a Captain's cabin, and two gmall etaterooms on the

transoms, She carriled fourtsen nine-pounders, and four

gix-pounders, all carriage guns; her masts raked more than

sny other ghip nf the day, and she wes conasidered a beauty

by the sallors, +1th the wind anywhere chaft the beam, she was

the fartest ghip afloat, Her crew wag recruited to full

complenent, with a large pronortion of able seamen, and

nearly all were native Americans, Cantaln Jones sald 1t

wag the best crew he had ever seen,

She m=ailed from the river between 8 and 9 A, M., On

Saturday, Nov.l, 1777, for France, carrying dispatches and
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and the news of General Purgoyne's survender: ehe ca tured

two brirantines »n her way aeross Lhe ocean, and arrived

at "enmbeuf 7oads on river lLoire, sbout twenty~conven miles
fror Nantes, “rance, on Nec, 2, and remainsd there, refitting,
until end of the year, Ceptnin Jones eald after the war

ghe wre the best ship he hed command of during the wor in
aetiva service, nnd he ecomrmnnded ten '‘merican war vesselp

durins the “evolutlion,

nemick, Lieut, 7liver P. “egord o7 the cervicee of the
commispioned Offlcers ~nd "nliasted en of Fittery and Tlio%,

Meine, Rorton, ‘1fred Mudse & Zon, 1601, »p,5-1C,






