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Photo roll no. 
Negative with: Portsmouth Advocates 
Description _____ _ 
Date taken by -

Address 
. 38 Marc:\r st 

New tax map( 1979) U4 
Old tax map 10 

Site 
number: 
cor. 

court st . 
lot 9 size 5 77,3 
lot 51 size 

Owner Dale, Thomas 
Address s.ame 

cation of legal description: 
/ ckingham County Registry of Deeds 
· pton Road; Exeter, New Hampshire 

0 8 
entation -in existing surveys: 

NR NHL 
Other 

c.1130 
Sou.rce~Estiina.te X - Other: 

oric n~.e The oracle House 
on name 

ginal own~ Richard Wibird 
.chitec+.lbldr.. (Howells ~pegulatei 
1n1ra ~u1I~ soon after l"/09 when 

t- ?Jcru±Lt:ed . . _ 
ction1t type house 

eeent use, if different 
restaurant 

ved twice 
lteroo 

Effect: Foca!x 
non-contributing 

Date C. l800, 19'~ 7 
Date-

. · Contri bu"ting 
Intrusion --

1.Style Q_eorgian No. of stories 2 1/2 No. of bays _ _;s_x.;..2 __ 

2 •. 0v:erall pl?:n: R~ctangle along street, lower ell behind. 
Rubble 

J.Foundation: Brick StoneX Poured concrete Concrete block_ 
Artificial stone - Other - -- ·-

4.Wall struct'UI'e:"W<lodframeX Brick Stone Other 
lf wood: Post and beam XBa.lloonframe .. - -- -

5.Wall covering: Clapboard.~ Wood shingle_ llushboard_ Imitation ashlar_ 
Brick_ Stone_ Stucco_ Composition board_ .Uum:inum_ Vinyl_ 
Sheet metal_ Asphalt shingles_ Othe~~.~. ·:·: ·7 .. 

6.Roof': Gable_ Hip_ Shed_ ~.a.nsa.rd_ El.at_ Gambrel2; Other_ 

?.Specific features (location, no., appearance of porches, windows, doors, 
chimnies, donners, ells/wings--see also description), decorative elements: 

1 1/2-story gambrel-roofed ell in center of rear-gable roofed 
dormer on eac'fi.":central chimney. 6/6 sash-tal:ler 1st story windows. 

l....l 

8.0utbuildings: 
cove window head moldings 1st story. 

Latticework side yard enclosure left 
of rhouse (modern). 

(over~•••• 

A 1PORTSMOUT~I 
ADVOCATJES1 INC~ 

·P.O. BOX 4o66, PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 038b1 

603-431-2499 Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



DESCRIPTION: 
2 1/2-story gambrel-roofed Geo~gian house with central 
chimney. Slate roof. Lower se~.Qrt~story. 2-story galJlt,r~
roofed ell (wtth gable-roofed dormer on each side) in center 
of rear. 5-bay facade with center door. Door surround consists 
of projecting cornice, full entablature, Tuscan pilasters, 

• I 

rectangular 3-light transom light. 6/6 sash 1st, 2nd stories. 
1st story windovrnheads have cove molding. Wooden spindle 
colonial Revival fence on brick wall with slate parapet. 

Howells: The house formerly stood on lot no. 1 of Glebe 
lands, directly behind the North church, and was moved to 
Haymarket Square c.18OO. It is known as the oracle House 
because the Oracle of the Day was published here by Charles 
Peirce in 1793. It was moved to its present location (as 
part of the Prescott Park development) in 1937~ 

SIGNIFICANCE: 
Home of the first daily newspaper in New Hampshire this 
early Georgian house is representative of many Portsmouth 
houses in having been moved, ~n this case twice, and each 
time to areas of significant deve1opment at the time. 
It was built originally as the result of subdivision of 
the Glebe lands. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Howells, fig. 232: House at Haymarket Square, before it 
was moved to present site. 
Gurney, 131, 132A (photograph of house in Haymarket Square) 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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