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NOBLE'S ISLAND

"There is some stir in the new shipyard of Messers. Tobey &

Littlefield on Noble's Island...."
From the Chronicle 27 Aug 1853

PJ 25 Oct 73 -- "That famous locality, Noble's Island, on which
some of the best ships that ever sailed the ocean have been built,
is now hardly recognizable. Scores of men have been for several
weeks engaged in extending, filling-in, grading and building wharves.

"It was first proposed to extend the work to the long Portsmouth
Bridge, but this has we hear been abandoned. The laying of the net-
work of tracks will be pushed forward, and by early spring the en-

tire island will be ready for general traffic."”

See Marginal RR for 25 Oct 73

PJ 13 Sept 73

—The bridge from Noble’s Island to
Kittery, which rumor says the Bastern
Railroad is to supplant by a saspensiou
bridee sometime, was builtin 1822 by weal-
thy and enterprising citizens. . It is 1750
feet in length, and originaliy contained 70
piers. For ® distance of 900 feet under
'this bridge the water varies from 45 to
3 foet teob-in depth at lew . water. Tlge
draw is 1336- feet' from the island, “the
‘water there being 21 feet -at low tide. A
large gang of wmen:are yearly employed
whose special work it is to keep this struc-.
ture in repair.. v

- -

PJ 24 Jan 74 -- The transformation of Noble's Island into a
railroad center and coal and freight depot progresses well, the work
of grading being continued as weather permits. The wharf now well

advanced is to be 200 feet long. A turntable is to be located there

for the general use of the railroads.
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PJ 23 May 74
of tracks being about completed,

locality has no name,

2

Noble's Island still?

"The filling in of Noble's Island and the
it is suggested that as the

it be called Pennsylvania Pier. Why not

laying

PJ 27 Sep 79 -- The ERR is to erect a building at Noble's

Island wherein to prepare sleepers by a new and patented process.

building on Noble's Island in which the RR are to cyanize

PJ 4 Oct 79 -- The brick piers have been put in for the new

railroad ties.

PJ 17 Oct 79 -- The building at Noble's Island now erecting

by the ERR for the preparation of its railroad ties with creosote.

will

used

measure 33 x 704 feet. It is intended to have all the ties

on the road, landed at their wharf, and prepared in this

building, which adjoins the wharf.

PJ 4 Oct 79 -- The brick piers have been put in for the new

building on Noble's island in which the ERR are cyanize railroad

ties.

PJ 14 Feb 1880 --

—Work is progressing 0o the ‘o;;n\tz);:’gt‘
we;is for the Edstern railroad, oo’ 0t -
[«land ; ope of §be boilers, u'pwn'rc.l_a 0 o

| foet in length, id already h posm_on: "
one of 60 feet will be set 1o :8 fei:t_" he‘;
| while on all sides are buge st@cksh xlbeue.
| Jock railway ties, ready 10 take the !

f the creosote, 8nd | |

ﬁtvzml handredipiles, some of tbamb noe:r:i

80 feet in length, which were rmggo
fromk Norlolk. Va. last jall, and W
{ through the prdcess. :

{

and near the ties 816
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PJ 6 March 1880 -- Pile-driving at Noble's Island is lively.

Over 400 piles will be set before the work is completed, and on

which is to

and 40 feet

rest the coal pocket. The latter will be 183 feet long

wide.

PJ 17 April 80 —-

PJ 12
20 persons
the:Advent

Christian.

PJ 25

= Karly Monday evening the cyanizing
works at Noble's island, belonging to the |,
Eastern railroad, and which were complet-
edon that day, were discovered on fire.
L a very short time the building was a
m§38 of ruins, the flames also com munijcat-
ing to the immense piles oFsleepers. which
are heaped up close by all ready to be
“‘éreosoted,”’ but through thp hard work o
the fire department this material wgssaved |
with only slight damage. The builciiug :
whs & substantial one, about 75 feet long, |
aad its destruction jnvolves a loss of wauy
thousands of dollars to the - Eastern rail-
rard. * The work of oreosoting was to have
¢qmmenced on the following day ; Tuesday.
Ape fire was first seen arcand the chimney,
agd the high widd prevailing at the time
gteatly-increased the fury of the flames. |

June 1880 - On Sunday the Rev. John A. Goss baptized
at Noble's Island. Eight also received the rite by

minister. --- Goss was pastor of the Court Street

Dec 80 -- Luther Noyes, treasurer of the Granite State

Ice Co., Milton Three Ponds, came to arrange with ERR to locate

a large ice house on Noble's TIsland with dockage
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PJ 12 Feb 81 -- Boilers and tanks damaged in fire in

cresote plant taken down and carted away. In works is being

erected.

PJ 15 Oct 81 -- ERR to erect wharves between its present

wharf and Portsmouth Bridge. Ice houses and coal pockets to

be built.

" PJ 25 March 82 -- Charles Roberts, baggage master on ERR, is

soon to take charge of the creosoting wroks on Noble's Island.

PJ 15 Apr 82 -- The building owned by the Noble heirs, and
occupied by John O'Brien, tinman, destroyed by fire Sunday nite.

Two adjoining buildings damaged. Insured.

PJ 9 Jun 83 -- J. Albert Walker has secured a lease for 20

years of that portion of Noble's Island running from the ERR's cyani

works to the bridge. Walker is expected to spend about $30,000

in the erection of coal pockets, an elevated railway and other con-

veniences for the extension of his business.

PJ 24 Nov 83 -- Steam shovel to be used on P&D RR in excavat-

ing gravel for fill under bridge from Noble-s to Freeman's Ppoint.

PJ - 15 dec 83 ~- Cyanizing plant at Noble's Island now

using water from well owned by ERR at the Plains.

PJ 14 June 84 -- ..
-Th& Blytlsm st Noble's Island oo
k.’lml‘ay aflerooon was witnessed by be-
{ bween four and five thousand
Rev. John A. Goss, paator of the Chris-
-{sian church, immersed sixteen persons
and sprinkled two. Rev. J. D, demx‘;
of the Pear! street Free Baptist chureh
baptised six. In the evening the Chris.
tian church was filied, when a OIrmon was
preached by the pastor from the text,
.thpph_m‘, 1:8, “He which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it untij the
day of Jesus Chriat.?0,

& B s
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PJ 9 May 1885 —-

S~ Sines the rebuilding of the wood pre-

serving works on Noble's Island, belonging
tes the Bavitern eallroad, they have been cor»
standly oveupled 1o the proserving of rail-
romid ez and thober for bullding bridges
and the repair of romda, They contain
fovr pits which will hold 730 tiew each.
These nre submerzed in 2 weak solutlon
of corrosive =sublimate and Lept in four

days, when they arg taken out and ready
for ae By vexpstiment {4 has boen

proved thet tiea subieetod 1o this process
keep from deeaying envepal yuirs Iungor
than Eyned n thels condition when re.

| b

cetved foom the woods. “T'hers are 370,006

stvepers now plled up on the Island  wait.
ng for w baptisin, besldes two vitsapls )
Cthe Dabilta, and Ocean Gem, with sever.

althonaand more,

PJ 30 Mav 85 --

-u'!‘he ltghthousc steamer {ris came up
tha river on Monday evening, and took

-up the bnoy on the Ham_Jed ge. batween
the Concord and Boaton & Malne rail-
road wharves, and replaced it with & new
mﬁng and spar. It will be remsembered
that the schooner Uncle Sam, though
!mm‘abla In-years of ocean life—but re-
paired up Lo almost newness, went asbore
“on this rock some years ago, and being
ioﬁcd with ltme soon burned to the

-water's edge. Part of lier remains lay|

shem now. The upper ends of her tim-
bers &re plankless, the planks having been
nsed to warm the hearthstone of many an
‘Elot-Neck home. It is only to be re-.
gretted that the whole hull had not per-

‘fshed the aame way. Another wreck|

adorns the western side of the Noble's {a-

Jand- bridge, and Is equally a disfigure-|

ment to the surroundings of that on-
trancé to the city., Some inducement

should be offered to the robust lads of
-Kllot to make a rald onthem, if their re~

moval can be effectod by no other meanas.
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PJ 12 December 1885 -- Broken stone from Dover st. ledge be-
used to rip-rap the fill on the Noble's Island bridge, on
P&D.

PJ 20 Feb 1886- Truss put across Noble's Island bridge of
P&D and the pilings will be taken oht.

PJ 13 Nov 86 -- New coal pocket for B&M 250 feet long, 12 wide

will hold 1,400 tons.

—Anothes runaway accident at
Noble’s Island bridge, Tuesday morn-
PJ 27 October 1888 -- ing, and a narrow escape from a fatal|.
*ending. It appears that Mrs. Albert}

Chick, of Butler’s crossing, Kittery, and |’

her sister, were riding to Portsmouth

and had reached the toll-gate when
the horse took fright and started to
run. Mr. Benjamin Miller, the gate-
man on the Noble's Island bridge, saw
the team coming, and, thinkingto stop
it, shut one of the gates just as the
frightened animal reachedit. Theeflort
was in vain, as the horse jumped over
the gate, dragging the carriage over
after him, throwing Mrs. Chick out,
knocking down and trampling upon

Mr. Miller, and, continuing his mad
career, ran out upon the railroad
bridge and finally wound up his perfor-

mance by falling overboard near the
draw, the carriage still accompanying
him. The remaining occupant of the
vehicle was thrown out just before
the horse jumped into the river, and
escaped with a few bruises. Mrs. Chick

was considerably bruised about the
head and face, while Mr. Miller received
several severe contusions on his head,
body and limbs and was at first
thought to be fatally injured, as he
-was knocked senseless. After a short
interval, however, he recovered con-
gciousness and it was seen that his
wounds, although very painful, were
not dangerous. The horse was res-
cued from drowning by some of the
employes of the Portsmouth coal
pocket, and safely landed, practically
unhurt. The carriage and harness
were only slightly damaged.
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PJ 31 May 1890 - Large no. of people at Noble's Sunday
to witness baptism of seven by Rev. 0S Baketel of Trinity ME church and

rev. John A Hainer former pastor Christian Society.

PJ 9 April 1892 -- Kyanizing works on Noble's leased by B&M to
Allen & Co. of Lowell for one year. Work will begin at once.

PJ 17 April 1897 -- "The ancient Noble house on Noble's
Island was torn down on Saturday by carpenters attached to the B&M RR.
The road needs the room.

PJ 18 September 1898 - Ground broken for new power plant for

the electric railroad. Plant to cost $17,000, car barn $10,000.

PJ 24 June 1899

—A marinerailway issadly needed at |
this port and would be a great benefit |
to Portsmouth mechanics, remarked |,
a well known Portsmouth. man re-j,
cently. Since the marinerailway at
Kittery became unfit for use, many of
the vessels that would have been re-
paired here have been obliged to go to
Gloucester to be caulked and repaint-
ed, and Portsmouth 1nechanks.have
been the losers. Itis stated that if
Portsmouth bad 4 suitable marine
railway many of the larger- eosasting
veasels that visit thisport would have
necessary repairs made, 88 it could be
jdoue cheaper than at large coal ports.
‘There are many suiltable locations
fior & marine railway, particularly at|
Noble’s island, and.it is earnestly de-
sired that one might be established
bere so that our mechanics might
reap the benefit thereof.

— =~ o~ L2 TP VO DN
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PJ 3 August 1901

Last Wednesday witnessed the suc-
cesstul accomphshmsot of the difficult
work of theJayiog of a new water ppe
to Noble's sland.

Several years ago & pipe Wwas lard
across the river to Noble's island to
furnish water for the island residents
and also for the creosote worka of the

Bostoun & Maine railroad. For pev- |
vral yvears the supply proved inade- |

quate because of the veeds ol the rail-
road and in the winter by [rozen
pipes. Sioce the buildiog of the power
atation a still greater demand for
water has been made but the eervice
was found wholly inadequate.

The railroad officials therefore coo-

45,

ferred with the water commissi.oners
| and it was agreed to |ay & new pipe to
\connect with the main at Nortbyeet
street, and to bring it across the tiver

to the weeterly side of Noble’s. '?ela.ad.

PH 12 June 1903 -

Within the last few weeks” Noble's
[siand. o pari of the ity ~fof GmnyY|
years very qulet, seems to have been
hit by a business boom and &t pres-
‘'ent Is g very busy place. The sawW

!

commenced operations and a

.- Undauoted by

‘I'nis seemed & smail undertakiog at
the time, but later obn experience
showed that it was no mean task.
- The force of the current and the way
in which the channel sloped causel
such a bend to the pipe that more
than once it burst and carried a vol-
ume of mud which shot ioto the air!
geveral feet above the surface of
the water.

these and eimilar
mishaps Superiotendent Philbrick

‘and persoually worked

would not give up the undertaking,
from early
morn to late at night, and sometimes
all day in tbe drenching raip, to over-
come the obacacles and to accomplish
bis object, aud this has been done,
thanks to the most unremitting work. |

large

‘orew.of men 18 &t WOrK ABIGAqINE KO |
hapdling the timber from the navy

yard which arrives e&
ter. A large force of carpeni{ergw
bridge bullders is also doing . WOrk
tor the Boston and Malne

ch day by wa-

railroad

and & busy force Is soaking lumber

at the kyanizing works for Otis Allen |

and Son of Lowell, Masi.

Even if only & few vepsels are now
discharged at the old Emstern wharf,
 cofapared with the mumber ence han-|
dler there, this section ¢! the city

e by no means aleeping.

e .
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1904 reminiscence in Herald of times 70 years before:

"We see Jeremish and Moses Noble handling fish on the flakes
at what is still known as Noble's Island, this particular island
being covered with those flakes on both sides of the road

The Nobles had an extensive fishing business operating out of the

island

Herald 9 August 1905

» TSP

A large crow ol cupcniers aniI
bilige buflders of the Boston " and
Maine FARFGET Vedan TNTa tWanNe:
v?fay) _mornlig taklnt Jown“fh‘“coa‘T'
;g_ amm-:tun nnd Tﬁe _coul

“ten yesrs an &ccou;zt of the unu{e '
_cumlmon gt thg !'im't m tht trape-

PH 28 May 1906 -

Otis Allen and Sowu, owners of the |
by‘tnizing works at Noble¢'s 1b1and
mve jnst finished the wobk of Frepar-
mg a large ghipment of lumber which
witl be sent across the ocean. .

" The tumber is consigned to- partiehﬁ
irmmumwm Tt Tor” Ot' for-.._'
e:ign Tumber ever put, through the

..




noble's island 10 45.

PH 6 October 1910 -= B&M putting Noble's Island Bridge in

shape to accommodate heavier locomotives

PH 1 Dec 1910 - Texas 0Oil Co. leases land in Noble's Island

to establsih a distribution point.

PH 15 Dec 1910 - Things booming on the island. Buildings

for Texas Co. and Standard 0il going up

PH 28 Dec 1910 —-—=

B The new oil distributtng phnt ofy work on g whart which

|the Texas company on Noble's island | 135 feet into the :ivecr ls;? sxtond
J8 fast  assuming - proportions “ar|t8e-whertis-now. mmmu::m
which some idea of itg importance island. 1t 15 intended to receiye con. -
}cgn be formed. signments of 0(1:,( by mr in L’m .

| Contnctor Edward L, Plterson W. H. Smith, hoeu M of the

has fve bulldings under way. They |op woey ", DeTIRtORLITE oth-
aboat the premises, ek as

rﬁemht of an office 12 12 feet:
¢ Mp b 3 th' gr
Ltump house of thev fe_dimensions, stve Qcti::‘ of & big t&nk -

A}tted Bp&nney or Elxot hu ltzrted

PH 29 Dec 1914 —--

Mayor H. B. Yeaton has found that )18%9.
the roadway across Nobles' Island bhe-. There has been a dlspute as to whd
longs to the City of Portsmouth, and should repair the road the Board of

not to the Boston and Maine railroad :Jhl;b”; tWor'kta r;:nlnmlnlnx that it was
‘ uty of whe HBoston and Maine
as has been the oplinion. City Clerk Rullroud, but the raliroad sald nay
| Drew after a long search of the old . and now that it has besn found to be-
city records, finds that the road wulzlong to the cily, the road‘wm be gl-
lald out and mocepted by the city in| ven g good overhuullng next mpring.
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