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the tlme or - place for .a- discussion of the Glebe.
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‘fi\xgor a tad more than a century the 01ty S flrst stand plpeﬁ
located on Powder House Hill, one of the hlghest p01nts around;';'
has towered over the surroundlng landscape, Stlll serv1ng well;'r
the purpose for whlch it was: erected. - -
\hIt's qulte an hlstorlc bit of ground on Wthh 1t is 51tuated
as far as anyone now knows its base is near the center of the Outer
Glebe,‘ceded by the town to what has become the North Parlsh That a?'
was in 16 6. | cont | o
'vﬁmzhere were two Glebe tracts. The smaller one‘of 12 acres l;vw
bounded hy Congress street on the north Chestnut street on the west,
Court street on the south, and Pleasant street on the east. Qhe~
purpose of the cessron wasﬂprov1de the mlnlster Wlth a serV1ceable
traot which he could use to eke out hlS salary ‘ N »

\\ln_addltlon, the town ceded 38 acres at the head of "Straw—

berry Banke Creek(?lsllngton Creek)}, and students of the deeds havei

de01ded that Pow der House Hill is about: ln the centerﬁiThls 1sn t )

A—y

I

‘ f'» \Mﬁufifce to say that the flrst practlcal use the town ever. made‘: ‘

of the- Outer Glebe came 1n 1811, when the brlck Powder House was

' erected out of materlals from the old one. The town had become e

aware that a new and safer facility wag badly needed, and, at that
Mgy

time Powder House Hill was §EQYxa high spot in fertlle farm land
| K\_ﬂs early as 1791 the ward\ﬂfof the North Parish had auotlonedvfﬂ. 1

off the Outer’ Glebe in various sized lots. In 1797, Isllngton road 3“'“[

| i

to The Plalns was- lald out thuscopening the area up to development.i>z

For‘many yeargquch of the area had been let out to \udn John Sher—"

burne of The Plains tribe.
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L#/yer the years, the Powder House was repaired fairly often.
ital ’
In 187fHrepairs were carried out, and the" Portsmouth Journal' R o

\Rhat there had been found in the old structure ”a quantity~of
powder, belonging to no one knows whom, and cartridges prepared for""

the War of 1812,‘on which are wrltten, 'This is for the heart of

General Hull. '_'This is for the heart of General gates,'

7\_7 . o i
m1531les seem not to have performed their work but have slept in g‘ﬁ”‘~

etc. Theseh

quiet over 60 years.". : “,;‘ Lo ~_"‘“_ h ‘{ggﬂfp“gp
PC\\gn July 15y "1876 the Journal reported the item had prompted

response from two 51sters, Mrs Abble S Vaughan and Mrs. Sarah H

§

Nutter. "They are now past the allotted three score and ten, but re—ﬁ\rr

call thevtimes when, in the old town house in Portsmouth, theirpwhrvi‘

young fingers helped make those missiles...."

(;12_1P04 the city abandoned the old Powder House, constructing dfﬁ
n !
a new one in' a more south\?/part of the city. Agitation started

S Jdtal
immediately to tear the 0ld structure down, *Tn#1903 the Portsmouth

Herald: published an article including the deed from Joseph Akerman,ki» .
which was dated Sept. 11, 1811. ” | ‘

In the century that has passed since the steel %tand ~pipe: was’
erected the Powder House has escaped razing more times than a
nine-lived cat. In 1925, F.M. Sise led the drive for preservation.
and the Board of Public Worhs reluctantly did some fixing up;’ . |

Lfo Barbara and John Paterson, and their committee, go theh
‘credit for the latest preservation of the 182 ~year- old buil ang.-‘li
As part of the Bicentennial celebration in 1976, the Powder House?h
was again put in repair, and still stands behind its taller |
neighbor, a reminder of days long gone.

kﬁgain a bit of background is necessary to explain‘the

construction of the stand-pipe. For almost a century, Portsmouth'sv'




stand pipi 3

water supply and mains had been owned by the Portsmouth Aqueduct

Company, a privately owned wutility whose original pipes were

hollow logs laid out to\gié;ingy area between Pannaway Manor and

the former-PeaseAir Force Base, gg/VkAWAJV\ @fbﬁﬁaJ\,;SC“*\3§QAKRXEQAFB
’\\\EP the early days, it was one of the marvels of the time. A

customer could take his pail out to a stand%éipe in his yvard and

draw water without recourse to a well. And for years that was

satisfactory, but industrial development, especially the breweries,

began putting tremendous demand on the system. In its own fashion, '

the Aqueduct Co. did try to upgrade its plant spasmodically, but it

finally became impossible to cope.

( Frank Jones, the brewer, installed his own water system, using
wells out in the ﬁ;;;ér Pease Golf Course area. Later on, the city
had to acquire that operation as well.

' N Howeyer, within a year after the city acquired the Agqueduct
Company in 1891, it.was obvious that a high-pressure system was
mandatory. The JouiEZi reported on Dec. 1%{%91: |

"?he water commissioners on Saturday lést [Dec. 12] awarded the

contract for the stageipe to be erected on Powder House Hill, on

Islington road, to E. Hodge & Co. of East Boston, for $8,405. The

P
pipe will be 95 feet high and 30 feet in diameter.”§§;enth tiqally,

LanA),_

[to péfﬁ% and

clean the tower nowadays.

P P
(‘Foundation work for the stand[gz;e was reported finished on

&‘\7

April 30, 189E)and irSsmemlhar.. was tested on "and was found

to leak badly. During the test one of the mains on Islington

street broke from the pressure upon it and had to be replaced. A

(.

trial of the hydrant at Cass and Islington streets showed that a

stream would be thrown about 130 feet in the air."
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<LEEL? unfair to draw any conclusions from that iﬁjasmuch as
~ the system's piping wasn't intended for high pressure work, and

&ﬁtheﬂPﬁblic Works Dept. hadn't been able to relay all'the old pipes.

7_In the mlddle of October, a pipe burst near the re51dence of J031ah

‘e P ___‘i';_'< oI ,,::::_‘::;‘»_y

- Morrlsonrg o 6E§§§§5’bl°Wlng a big hole in the

highway.v Morrison was Frank Jones's brother—ln—laW;and master brewer.

.yThe;Dover&street}reServoir was being filled at the time.

Qlffchrincidents were fairly frequent in the standspipe's early

days. For instance: "The new water tower on Powder Hoﬁse Hill
>leaks badly, and it is said that not over 60 feet of water can be kept
in it."“Again, on June 16, 1893: "Needed repairs have been made oh
”,the water tower; part of the time high service patrons have been
short of water." Feb. 12, 1898: The stand pipe was under repair and
whlle the work is in progress powerful pumps will supply the city
walns.a |
K\Ehe Herald on March 23, 1907: |
'\\\:Ehe stan%plpe 1s being repaired by a crew ‘from sohe flrm in .7 :
rBoston and holes recently dlscovered are belng patched up The tank,
'iilt Wlll be remembered, was built durlng a strlke of 1ron workers 15
”years ago and by many it. 1s thought that 1ts constructlon was not the
best"possible, under‘the circumstances ex1stent at the time of the
building.‘ﬂnyhow, the past winter was a‘hard oég%or the‘reserVoir
aﬁd;the‘ice ahd_the.cold weather caused lots of‘trouble;‘ It means

a new cistern before many years."




’ Vngven some. 1mpetus in 1900 when Dr. Wllllam O. Junkins, a former
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Czhe'trials and tribulations of the standepipe have.contihued
over the“years. For\example, onlv a score"of Years agof some.

'venV1ronmental expert, probably self- app01nted dlscovered that the ?fbh

\

'vpeople of Portsmouth were slowly being p01soned because there wasn 't

Ja cover on the tower The 1nt1matlon was that blrd dropplngs

-}were hlghly prejudlclal to the general health Of course, people

had flourished for 80 years while drlnklng the water, and the flavor
: —

of malt beverages from the breweries. might have been -bggﬁiehhanced.

Anyway,-a cover was put on in 1972, ‘ ’

L\_Xear in, year out, athletic types from Portsmouth Senior High
School demohstrate their manliness by seeing how high they can
mcllmb the tower to spray-can graffiti on the outside walls, so
Hon‘occa51on the Water Dept. does the painting necessary.‘

\\Eevelopment in the general area moved along slowly, although

uNVPortsmouth mayor,‘for_whom Junkins avenue'was named, acquired
f-land ﬁear the stand-pipe and built a‘two?tenement house. The
:tenements ‘each included a parlor; dining room, kltchen, pantry and
;three bedrooms. No mention was made of a bathroom. _They were
’des;gned for workingmen and‘were to rent for $12 a mohth; Dr.
mjunklns planned to build more, if the first one was successful;
:\:Essex avenue, the race track between Islington street and Middle
-road, was laid out ln 1917, the lots having 50-foot fronts}'other
'streets‘have brahched off.) | H
h E;EEE;the ObservaEE§§:§§j§E§1§;§§i§L;g¢1907 that "a new cistern"
would be needed before many yvears) As anyone can observe a huge tank
on stilts stands on Spinney road, towering to the heavens. It was

"~ puilt in \M! but that's a story for another day.




A CENTURY OLD - The Islington street standpipe has towered
over the ancient Powder House for a bit more than a hundred vyears,
and bids fair to go another hundred. The water in the tank isn't

steaming; it was only a passing cloud. (Brighton photo)




HALF A CENTURY OLD -- Since 1941 the water tank on top
of spidery legs ﬁes helped the city's Water Dept. meet an ever-
increasing deman It's located on Paradise Hill, Spinney road.

(Brighton photo)






