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66. 

CUTTS COVE 

AN A rn,MN" HAMBt,K. -CrTT~,- Cun:. -
The crinngrs time ha1-1 wrought in fltlin 

rural Nj{ions nt the out....,kirt.~ of Ports­
m11uth, re<"fl.lb t.lic timP when ('utt,.,.' ('11n': 

was fur many s11ci•e~sn·c Kummer~ n. En·or-
·' 

i le rei-ort of Hie P1·I111hsiJot Indians; the wo-

men Pmplnyi11g t.li{'jr time in rnnk:ing fiuH·_y" 
hnf.iket!-, while tl1e men 1-d10t nt cent!-! puL 

, up for them !\.'I marks in I\larkf•t ,..;q UlHI' ,. 
1
, or disposed of Huch rrntiorn-i to the boys ns 

bom .. aud arrows of their own nrnnu !ado re; 

the ' 1 medicinc man," 1\.c; ho :-.trolled the 
streets witl1 his bundle of root_._ atJd herhs, 
Rometime!-1 finding employment from in 
ra!ids di:-=po~ed to try the Yirtuo of his 
rt:medies,-lull well Oi'irnred that if thc_y 
did them no good, they wuuld du thrm 110 

harm. 
Nut 9- pnrticlti of rorr.t'\nce was there 

i among tbese red-skinned Yisitors of the 
'. rougher ~ex, and it may be said witb 
I 

qual truth tba.t if the rhymes of some un-
known bard did not apply to emu ooe of 
the ~mber in the first of thescstanzas,they 
did in the second to all the other!, : 

"He lcanert againet s grand old oak, 
That dnrk-1.,row'd forest child-

A chieftain tall M et"cr woke 
His wnr-cry 'mid the sulphurom1 smoke 

Uf battle tlerce and will.I. 

"' 
:No engle feather grnced hfa brow, 

Torn trowsers, sad to see, 
:Kml.Jro.ced his loins- out where or how 
He hitched them on, 1he poet now 

· Cnn't tell.,.,,110 more could he.'' 

Quite as destitute of the romantic wn..9 
the feminine portion of these ''children of 
the forest sh~des,'' h1n ing no such "bri,r ht 
Alfaratta." among them as gave ~race in 
the song to "the banks of the blue Junia.­
ta'' or Indian maiden such as she to whom 
Tom Moore gave grace for all time in his 
musical verse, who 

''-all night long by her .firefly lamp 
Paddled her white canoe." Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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Notwithstanding their deficiency, how­
ever, in the graces with -which the poets 
a.pd w~iters of toms.nee are wont to invest, 
their race, they did not want for visitors 
each tiw e they came t-u their quiet ret.reat 

, on thP. hanks of the Piscataoua. Most 
wclcolllf' Wt'rc they 111 tl1e s1•l1n11]h,,_v.-; \.\')10 

ll1iek1·d thither on \Y t·d11r'-<d11_y and ;-,iat1ir­

day a!lcrnuun-., irnd 11,1t Ir..":-, Hu in tlw t\'1:u­
ing time to yuu tlilu I pair:-{ drawn tpgctlir.r 
by the HlUW ~pccic.-, ()f aHimnl m11i;netis111 

Lliat made the HCYen year;-; .J:wob sent•d lor 

Rachel t:1rnm to liim "but a few day.-;.'' 

A mislrnp ouce occurred tu a party uf 
young gentlemen, nrrayed in the most 

sputles.s uf wliit•~ pantaluu11.-1. Fi11Jing ar1 

ludian boy iu 011e ul their birch eariots, 

they took a fancy Jur H sail l.,y such a· cu11 · 

rnyancc, aod t"kiug seats in tlie end whe1 e 
tile water "'·ns deepest, suppo8ed he wonld 
thus gratify them as tbey a1-1ked hiru to do; 
but no s0ouer had thes J.uue so than tbt 
youngster, either for the Plll'fWSe of pl!ly• 
ing them a trick, or duu bfu l it t1iey would 
compensate him for his tjenices, retreated 
a.shure, when the boat im;tuntly turned up-. 
on its tiide, le1ning them to wade ashore 
through the Llack murl that lay knee­
deep beneath the shallow water, at that 
!Jour, of the Corn. lt was rather late when 
they returuect home, after re11u1.ining in 
sowe obscure retreat until the sun bad 
gooe down and ere the moon ha.d aritien, 
but having added' to their stock of experi­
ence that -of never enteriug an lndi(rn ca­
noe unless 1-1ure t.hat one of the dusky tribe 
'A'ould rtifuain to keep it upright-a ski!l,: 

· it is said, they alone possess. 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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The pleasantly located mansion, in the 
1 sa.me neighborhood, the home of .Mr .. 
1 :Emery in these later years, , wore the like 
cheerful a..~pect as now, and youtllful lor­

. ,ers in their ~oonligbt.ramble;j to tbe Co,e, 
ooiild W()lJ hare fancied it . a scene where 
ut4e l1Jrdtl and Jadie$ bright" of old ro­
ma~ce might have figured in bygone time; 
oll.c, fodeed, &t 11.ny ti-we, might- seek in· 
:t~iil •· happi~ resting piace ou moonlit 

:·'sU1Q111er_ e:f•, or .golden sunset hour~. 
{~~ijefl~ln~ Jor bu#dj.ng ~carely leaa 
~~~t.ivtt\:~~n, notJa.~•way, for.Ports-

iP1~ " :-i~~!:' :2:i~I]!·~~ 
f:~b_etl/,~_ , .. J, iitittion 'of' the cit.Y's sub-. 
t-~~t;:\;: :/--i' '.~-- _ · B. 

Whether "Cutts' Cove" was on the north side of the North Mill 

Pond or on the river itself, isn't clear from the text. But the Cutts 

mansion, still stands high above Maplewood avenue, as it has since 

being built in 1810 for Edward Cutts. 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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NEW H,-Ll/PSHZRE HOi'dES. 

RESIDENCE OF HON. SAMUEL W. ElYIERY, POR1'S1YIOU1'H. 

'J'HE residence of Hon. Samuel 'vV. Emery, judge of the Portsmouth municipal court, situated on Maplewood avenue, is one of the oldest 

family seats in that city, and came into the possession of its present owner froin the heirs of the late Hon. James vV. Emery. The 
grounds with their handsome terraces form no small share of the beauty of the place, and all in all, interior, exterior, finish, and con­

venience, this residence possesses all that could be demanded by one desiring a homelike and comfortable roof-tree. 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.




