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A% AL

MARING AND SHAPING THE ROCKS

hai‘gr n;jll_bor.;tdth_reelhundr_egl vears these islands
e thregge in ‘the affairs of civilized men.
s touchgrl It?:u thousanc_i vears before that,
g ; e SE]_I\-':dge life of this neighbor-
e ilomfe millions of vears before that
thelfeat 0 process of making, accumulating

“ ures which make them interesting today.
i t}i-or&lgglge& émd gaggg:d g‘an_itf: rocks jutting
o - water like teeth of destruction
kl'n(?lier : t‘e rlbsl_of lulcklgss vessels, or by a
= lik; o‘rll)]retamon, jutting up through the
e _1\;. ad s ?f protection making a harbor
o 1- TIven ships, bear the marks of ex-

- anmqult.} and the scars of creative violence.
- létt:%ﬁsid T;utlun the masses of granite there
ke gd ¢ seen great slabs of older mica-
e &pe _ lup on edge and lying in streaks
e 1S fl_nds sometlmes twenty feet wide
- earthg northeast and southwest as the folds
5 ntzica_clms-t lie in this region. These layers
o rrrq;istl-}SI]J wearing out more readily than
Appl?edcor CI 1mve provided the main valley of
e € Island where the hotel used to stand
CS e little depression across the middle of
1t_alr Island in which the graves of the Beebee
¢ In dren were made, and presumably the low
blaces in White Island and Londoners where
they are almost cut in two. %
. The amount of wearing which has resulted
in the present exposure of granite knobs is
worth estimating. Those who have observed

4

how the air and the rain and the frost have
been gnawing away at the tough rocks may
wonder how much has been eroded from the
top of our islands. That the process has been
going on for ninety millions of years is fairly
well ascertained by measuring the salt of the
ocean which has been carried there from the
land since the oceans as fresh water first were
able to rest upon the hot surface of the earth.

If now the total erosion of the Isles of Shoals
and of all the surrounding land has been at the
rate of the thickness of a fine hair in one year,
say one-thousandth of an inch, in ninety mil-
lions of years we could have lost a covering

Ic has been battered out by the

Gap at Appledore, where brittle roc
: angry waves.
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90,000 inches thick or 7333

_ feet or approxi
a mile and a half of solid rock, Worﬁpoﬂf :‘:II?: tt%g

of our islands ex
which had been
underneath.

po?mg now the granite masses
churning .in a molten mass

itSBi]l'llzl ig}:g after the granite had hardened with
e :arjlf of mica-shist there were made some
— s of rock in our islands. Volcanic
ok s split the granite in a north and
direction, while lava oozed up through

(=

easte i
™ side of Star Island providing when

it was
cracked out, the canyon known as

Betsy M !
= tiislf‘.?:dy s Cave. Another wider strip
S OP rock some ten feet wide runs
Shar Te cean_l_c_Hotelv at the western side of
e broind 1t 18 possible that thig dike, hav-
el En out before the soil was deposited
e € deep hole into which the little we]i
1 sunk under the canopy on the front

awn near i :
= stang_mCh the village well of Gosport

sp]?l?i?;:i% a few millions of years after the dikes
e iInport:'raty through the granite, we may note
el I\Iunh evept of depositing soil upon these
Mo Before f;] of the soil which might have been
Bl he glacier, was doubtless scraped off
P néflﬁfs sheet of ice along with a great
e 2;1_ 1 e ledges. The great continental
o }10_1 planed off so much of the northern

0 ot the United States, depositing heaps

of
gravel everywhere, has left some interesting

6

marks on Star Island. At the southern tip of
rock within two hundred feet of the tide there
are still to be seen some grooves upon a rounded
head of fine granite that point straight across
the water to Portsmouth, from which direction
came pushing down from Mt. Washington the
field of ice a thousand or more feet in thickness
sliding off into the sea far to the southeast of us,
just as it is doing on the coast of Greenland today.

A beautiful souvenir of this movement of ice
is left on our island, called Neptune's Punch
Bowl on the north side near the stone wall in the
tide-washed rock. It is a hole worn smooth by
whirling stones, three and a half feet deep and
two feet wide. The only accepted cause of this
hole is the falling of a stream of water through a
crevass in the glacier from its top surface and
whirling the grinders in the pot-hole.

The melting of the glacier, some four or five
thousand years ago left a depostt of sand and
gravel very much more in quantity than we
find here now. The gradual sinking of the whole
Atlantic seaboard even since the arrival of our
ancestors has caused the washing away of‘ muc'h
soil. Straight across to the mainland at Straw’s
Point there are the remains of a forest under
the water of low tide—stumps of trees which
when growing there in ages gone by were above
the reach of the sea.

With these inadequate comments upon the
happenings in the vast creative periqd of @:he
Isles of Shoals we may now pass to the period
when they became a loitering place for the fisher-
men of Europe.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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A SarLors’ Frsuing Camp

Co?u?gfs 'stliie' whole century that followed
e 1scovery of this continent, there
el S many adventurous seamen who
oy cf%asft and fished upon it without
e gr official or literary record of it. There
e Orlf why we may not accept the
D 0 ‘Mr. Jenness — “During the
o f]l-; eenth century fishing vessels “came
e Igltgur eastern waters. Doggers and
T th(; Fl(? l;Erlghs.h, clumsy Busses of Hol-
e l}— oats of Flanders, the Biskiner

gal and many other odd high-peaked

vessels were
attrac i
Summer " ted thither summer after

. The first unmistalk i

1 _ 7 stakable mention

ﬁiﬁfss ;s;] élaéeid w1th_ the year 1603, \nglelgheDsg

e Jag-lalmplam sailing along the coast

- sla\;.-s?‘c the mouth of the Piscataqua

fire e on :uhe east two leagues distant
ur rather prominent islands.’”

If Champlain had be
G (A ad been one o ;
ﬁi;gnt;{n{:{;}t‘;‘.\? ﬁshermen of that cfla?elléoi}g:ﬁg
i we:':3 til.hat thesg: “rather prominent
e he Isles of Shoals; for the white
upon: the outlying ledges had doubtless

already given t
-cady given the na : i :
lingo of the sailoy lad;ne to these islands in the

There_is nothin
f:han a line of sh
islands in the

glmpre sensational to a sailor
n?gsé I an open sea, and these
st of the shoals must have

8

Mym——————

been named by the sailors from their earliest
visits before the year 1600. That name stuck
with them even though Captain John Smith
in the year 1614, tried to have them called
Smith’s Isles and so named them on his map.
Some attempt has been made to twist the
natural meaning of the phrase into the sense
that these were isles of shoals of fishes; but
shoals of fishes are of slight notice to a sailor
compared with shoals of rocks which he must

respect or perish.

Another perversion of the name was attempted
by a Boston historian who suggested that the
phrase might have been ‘‘shoals of islands”’
instead of “‘isles of shoals”; but I have never
seen an atom of evidence that the Isles of Shoals
have ever been called Shoals of Isles. The
Indian deed given to John Wheelwright and
others, 1629, includes this clause ““Isles of Shoals
so-called by the English.”

1605, besides Champlain’s visit,
Captain George Waymouth was in these parts
and one of his companions, John Stoneham, had
become so familiar with this coast that he was
chosen pilot the next year, 1606, for Henry
Challons who set out from Plymouth, England,
in a small ship of fifty-five tons named ‘‘Richard”
bearing with them two American Indians who
had previously been lkidnapped by other sailors.

In the year

What a fascinating suggestion this is of the
obscure and unnamed sailors who must have
known these islands before Captam John Smith

visited them in the year 1614.

9
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When the promoters of Smith’s discoveries
proposed dividing by lot the shares of New
England_, he said, “no lot for me but Smith’s
Isles which are a many of barren rocks, the most
overgrown with such shrubs and sharp whins
you can hardly pass them, without either grass

or wood, but three - 5
cedars.” or four short, shrubby old

These cedars may have gi
Cedar Island Y given the name to

e SI]'Ilvlth s desire for these islands was whetted
)y his knowledge of their vast importance as
fishing grounds. ~ His own experience in the vear
1614, supplemented his knowledge gained from
others, for in that year thirty-seven of his men
spent tv’vjo and a half months getting ‘40,000
drie fish” which he sent to the Spanish market
and an abundance of “salt fish” and “train oil”
for England. The same year another ship went
out from the Isle of Wight on the same errand.
The next year, 1613, four good ships were sent
out by the Londoners” taking Smith’s men
while Smith himself took charge of four ships
fx?;rg Lg;ﬁug of1 “\ﬁl{estctlerners” as those ship owners
alled who lived in the regi f G
and of Appledore, England. S

Who knows but that the island which we now
(?all Londoners was so called in the year 1615
because the ships of the Londoners used that
island as their camping place and dried their
fish upon its rocks.

The Londoners’ four shi
: ps were loaded b
June 15th, and they sailed away, one for Spainjf

10

which was captured by the Turks, one for the
young settlement of starving colonists in Vir-
ginia, while two brought green fish and train
or whale oil to England.

Again the next year, 1616, the Londoners,
enthusiastic over their success sent out two
ships, one of which marketed their fish which
they had dried on our rocks for a big price far
south-east in the Canary islands. It is reported
that the crew had their heads so turned by their
success that they became pirates in that South-
ern sea.

Captain Smith said that sailors could earn

in seven months of fishing at the Shoals includ-
ing the voyages forth and back as much as in
twenty months in any other voyage. Some
thirty-five ships from the West of England an_d_
nearly as many from London were making their
owners wealthy in the days before our Pilgrim
Fathers settled at Plymouth. Not all of them
confined their fishing to our island waters but
many of them did as Smith says within a
square of two oOr three leagues'—ten miles

square.
[Chronicles of The Pilgrim Fathers, Every-
mans Ed. p. 262.]

No wonder that he was enamored of these
islands: and being a bachelor he could “lrell call
them “my children, my wife, my haw cs,}m{
hounds, my cards, my dice and in total my bes

content.”

11
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Fish in Colonial Days

ust Company

Catching and Curing

[Conrtesy of the Old Colony Ty

Boston, Mass.)

4

_ Smith slips into his account a vivid piece of
information about their life at the Shoals when
he says “having wrought all day” at fishing
around the islands they brought in their catch
at night and “layed abroad’ in the open air—
sleeping probably on Star Island. Their food
was chiefly fish and bread and berries with a
refreshing drink which they called Vinegar.
[Smith’s Description of New England, Old
South leaflets, vol. 3, p. 435.]

Awaking in the early morning, thirty of his
men and boys would resume their fishing, while
fifteen of them left upon the shore, would cut
open and clean the fish, and lay them upon the
rocks to dry, turning them to get the hot sun-
shine, preparing them for the market in Spain.
France, England and other parts of Europe.

As soon as they could import the boards from
England or could split some pine trees of the
New England shore, they made rude tables
called ““fish flakes’ instead of using the rocks.
Theyv made also “‘stages” where their fish could
be dumped, also roofs to shed the rain from
their fish which required several weeks to dry.

One substantial advantage of the islands was
their safe distance from the savages of the main-
land, malking it possible for sailors to camp out
at night and affording a safe ren-

unguarded : 1
lves and their possessions.

dezvous for themse

Fishermen and adventurers sailing along the
new coast of America doubtless paid visits here
with the men and boys

and exchanged news p
their codfish on these

who caught and cured

13
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rocks. Before the Pilgrim Fathers ca
_P%ymouth (1620), the fishing industry ofm fhegg
slands had grown so that dozens of vessels
ye%r_ly were sailing slowly along these shoals
fﬁl mg in huge codfish and pollock, some of
; e vessels anchoring in the lee of the islands
0 dry the fish and others packing them wet 1
salt for the home market. b bs

Smith gives the numb ips i
i . er of ships in the
l%)6122, as “30 sail of the better sort of sﬁ;
clongmg to the Western part of England.”

In that year the ship “Nightingale”
f’}l{){)lth},] Er},,gland, 100 tons bgurder% and Otfhf ?51;19})
= Ig.lam of 220 tons, are mentioned as tak-
i eg;;ﬂ s % 11»{%{«-111011 sold for 3150 pounds sterling
to th{e saiiggso .forc') léiéphlrtf] '?f vl e
: Ir toi, one third to the
owners of the i
pay for food andvsefzfjiifieg.nd PR SEed
Sir Christopher Leavitt in writi i
1tin
:;:y;ge fof the year 1623, says “The ﬁrsgt I?I];cél 1%
= Shg)’ul?iot_upon mn New England was the Isles
e S. We could not see one good timber
C o h‘i much ground as to make a garden.
s 1; ng place for six ships, not more, for
¥ O good stage room. Harbor indiffere t
g00od.  No savages at all.” E

It was this year, 1623 that isi
’ , 1623, another wvisit
gf %111 more fame, Miles Standish, is reportgg
uyo 01\;: Winslow to have come to these islands
fp 1 s anxious errand of buying provisions
or the needy Pilgrims at Plymouth.

14

After the attention of business men in Eng-
land had been centered upon this coast by the
successful settlement of the Pilgrims at Ply-
mouth, they conceived the notion of capitaliz-
ing and cornering the fish industry of the region.

“The fishing ships,” says John Smith, “made
such good returns, at last it was ingrossed by
twenty patentees that divided my map into
twenty parts and cast lots for their shares.
They required of fishermen licenses to fish"—
5 pounds stirling for every 30 tons of shipping
which would mean about $175, for a ship of
200 tons. ‘“They also fixed penalties against
trading with the natives and against cutting
down trees to get wood for their fish platforms.”
“Hereupon, the men grew so disconted that

a few or none would go.”

This was written by Captain Smith in the

- year 1629, and it marks the close of what we

may call the epoch of the Sailors’ Fishing Camp.

It is in recognition of the worthy service of
Captain John Smith for the settlement of New
England that a monument to his name has been

erected upon a high poin

the island. It is made }11n the f.orm1 of a th}:}-gai-
7 i ing the original one which
e hn o three globes that

bore on the top at the corners _
E heads of the Turks which were

mous duels with the

t near the center of

represented the h :
slain by Smith in his fa
Moslem warriors.

15
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AN Encrisy SETTLEMENT

~ When the sailors were discouraged by the
licenses angd other restrict; 1

there was sti]] open the opportunity for a genuine
1sett1em_ent of people who would establish thejr
fomes i this neyw lanq.

In the year 1628, there were two permanent
settlers named Mr, Jeff

_ Jetrey and Mr. Burslem,
supposedl_}j with their families, who commenced
the next historic period,

The fact of this settlement ig assured by an

VO pounds stirling upon them
n the cost of sending home to
bstreperous Morton of Merry-
h his drunken crowd had endan-
ttle settlements from Plymouth

mount, who wit
gered all the g;
to Maine by se

eing generally too fresh in
oL settling their pew coast. He was captured
at Wollaston by Miles Standish and put aboard
a ship at the Isles of Shoals, g harbor which

had been for years the favorite port of departure
for Englang.

the sober business

‘With the little settlement started
of Shoals it W

Who had ﬁsh‘cd

at the Isles
as perfectly natural that sailors

i formerly in these waters, should
bring their families here
Country,

fishing” a
for the s

to grow up with ‘the
a living here both by
a sort of trading post
continue to resort here.

and to malke
nd by keeping
ailors who might

16

lling guns to the Indians and by -

: oo
Thus it happened that whe‘n G’?;;n]];;-r Eersle
throp and his large company sal e M
islands on their famous journey i
Salem and Boston, the first ‘51g1115_5 A
saw in the new country were in thi
ment at Star Island harbor.

rs: “Friday, June
The Winthrop Journal says: “Friday, ]

- 11, 1630. The wind southwest. We stood to

ithin sight of Cape
: g r within sight of
n all this day w A tro
E:L]:'frl*l ag’?‘ilc Isles of Shoals “"erexnv(;“li:qtll;g:‘e at
- % - AW A S]]l i
us and we saw s¢ weil 1o
:i(i?c%:gers '?1fld five or six shallops m.]('}:la:’lcd melt
and dour-'n. We took many maclxelfﬂn towards
a shallop which stood from Calp . ged to some
the Isles of Shoals which belong
. "
English fishermen.

e T . of

Winthrop at a later “rl;glzllg31'1]\:;111?115;1??1-1%34,

, oland, vel. 1, p. 12 , Says o

glz“sgcl)laé’l{salsettlement was of b(é %;Eazo Ggugth

that its assessed paopertyq;:r;sqs qseventeen ﬁslh—

th and as ma F: ! e
ﬁzw\fgé?_«‘::nlsmj;u'rivecl here from Europe

single month of March.

) s, Richard
al leader, i
amous Coloni sxt year,
I\IAtlll]céE'heZ'lrf}z into our hal'borl t.r.hijcl)ls{ll;‘fafnous
166315 and ‘was struck 1101'3.1)_}, ‘1;1(, He writes—
mie ; of New England 31115101« g
d ] " ——
i’oung‘s chronicles, p. 47 1635) by moon-
. A “t 1_4, IL e ‘] -
“This evening (Augus - we came to anchor
li 1'511181_ oci:tctentof—the—c}oqk we Cz};gi'cen or eight
:§ 11{Caf51‘35 of SBoAS, wluci} smenﬁd there slept
. : 1 -eall rocks, @ )
: other great » break of day.
1sla1;?15y a;iit night, until the brealk
swe

17
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In the mgp

;23?,2? al?smistﬂ;‘_::}l;ereby WE were in as- much
t‘. 1 T
lost in that m ever people were. For we

ornin o
cables, of whic g three great anchors and

ming a northeast storm came with a

WE 1 ht et t Llle sea fI om
am n;—,St the ISIr'.l.ndS and I'Ock\‘) W he.-[ € we 1l

chored.
s notBsL:fvéhEer?ﬁl let us see that our sails
i SILher; no more t

es and anch_ors: for by the force of tllll?snw?gg

n pi
a Itnel_geii;r;d bllown away into the sea. So that
» all hope that we should be saved
any outward appearance, was
St away; and rather because we
ittty ve w1t}1 full force of wind and rain
Sohe abovpm-iha mighty rock, standing out in
tiﬁually wae'tt € water; so that we didq but con-
ol rusl',n whent1 we shquld hear and fee the
e £ an crashing of the ship upon

“In thi i
S extremity and appearance of death

as di 3

L5 c;isgéezsi1t§nghedEStrg;wtiUn would suffer us

i j ord, and he wag ,
€ compassion and Pity upon us; %I;iag\‘;d htl(;

18

overruling Providence and his own immediate
good hand he guided the ship past the rock,
assuaged the violence of the sea and of the wind
and rain, and gave us a little respite to fit the
ship with other sails and sent us a fresh gale
of wind by which we went on that day toward

Cape Ann.”
[Young's Chronicles p. 473.] s

In this famous storm ‘“Millett’s shallop’
loaded with household goods from Castine,
Maine, being towed by the '“James” was
swamped near these islands and went to bottom.
Also in this storm occurred the famous Thatcher
tragedy on Cape Ann which gave that name to
the rocks and the lighthouses on the tip of the

Cape.

[For the fascinating and quaint account of
this Thatcher wreck see Young’s chronicles,

p. 485)]

Another strange catastrophe of that storm
on these islands was the blowing into the sea
of a little cabin of Mr. Tucker, a tailor, on
Smuttynose island. Apparently before the cabin
had drifted to the mainland the wind shifted to
the northwest; for the cabin was found later
on Cape Cod seventy-five miles away, identified
by some of its contents. [7 Mass. Hist. Coll. p.

252.]
The period during which these islands were
being settled by English colonists may be

roughly set between the years 1625 and 1650,
a time during which the huge exodus of many

19
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thousands of
of English tow

To the Isles of Shoals ca
from English seaports i

een familiar with the reputation of these beau-
tiful islands g 5 fishing camp,

The towns of Portsmouth and Gosport on the

outh shore of England looking ‘across the
harbor at cach other, sent over enough familjes
to establish the towns of Portsmouth on the
mainland and of Gosport on Star Island look-
€ harbor at each other in a new
Likewise, from the region of Apple-
dore in Western England came some families
who ga

Ve the name of their England home to the
largest island of o

- 4T group, Appledore, more
attractive than the name Hog. Island by which
1t has been called,

Puritans and
ns and farmg j

others poured out
nto New Englang.

me chiefly families
1ere people had long

Homes were established with growing children
on Appledore, Smuttynose, Cedar and Star
Islands. R,

>, TOT a few yearg they were all under
the Jurisdiction of Mason & Gorges who had

€ patent for settling Maine ang New Hamp-
shire ip 1631; but when that enterprise fell
apart in 1635, the islands were divided, leaving
Star Islang, ondoners and White in New
Iampshire; while Cedar, Smuttynose, Apple-
dore and Duck islands were attached to Maine.

The Mason & Gorges influence was natu-
rally Epi ¢t with the Puritan-

Scopalian ip contras
assachusetts colony
of the Maj

Sm that prevaileq in the M
and the first church functions upon the islands
Maine jurisdiction were performed by

20

Hull, who was
: gy. Rev. Joseph tlement
o 31&6151}11.6116(:115 visited tqe ,i? admin-
i lclfgoregoccasionall)‘ L pr(ie_f,:rc 1640, and
?sﬁ,e?pgacrament prior to ethﬁe 3 pcerformed the
: : Sl"rlutt}'no,s e e eath there
i \Egeosnso that in s ESL? L:} 918 ?01‘ pastoral
same serv Po— 3]
inventory of a cle : : 145,

was the ;1111\1»'1?}:«1011).;_ the Islanders. [Jenness p

services unpe ]

gert Jordan
1 he year 1640, Rev. RQ?Ela similar
During t 3 3Island, officiated 'I{mrd Gibson,
2 Rlcmmiﬁséil and 1642, Rev. ]__{‘10 Bank, was
way %ndLmninistﬂl‘ of Strawberry,
the first r
settled at the Shoals.

husetts
r of Massac
itan colony o e
e Ptl;glltcof the Mamf,{ ) nggd e the
i 11 y '
came into Cot Boston arralg_ned llolly L e
AT Ej1t3r*)ston-—“h~c_* being \-vf 1Endland, e
| d discipline o g L
. 2 ion in the same way
& th'e hlerari?li;;erial fl‘tllCLlOljl ?1113 LIs]e e bhoz}l:,
and i mar 7k e t; 1 our jurisdic-
i ldld ma;?{v found to be withi
which was : ‘ _ .
ion.” [2 Winthrop p. 66.] | ol
e . of this CIEIg%f]]]'lL_ B
i s wite,
-eputation o e
1?1]1.::111 he had ImMIIl;;]
e i “had so be-
sople said, s
5 7 “who", the peop H e
et jN]lizuin, the shipp “!-J‘]L‘ILIHUC' tﬂnt aee
yed J]HSC :I'I some two }'Cz.llvta ; zr;ru-d g
from Isnglﬂ'_‘_‘élvm at the 111;}}11:[: ol K
G \\"ﬂf‘j l'bul that she was. \-f]m- e
o hc%"I;Ufm'i‘\'-uighl. hours 1c
ship’s caln 3
rescue. E o %23
[1 Mass. Hist. Coll. 5th series, |

The moral qua'htgle
judged in part ’b'\'%-lc(,
Mary Lewis, of Saco,

267.]
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Women of this hold sort must have made
trouble at the Isles of Shoals among the reckless
sailors who resorted there, because the Court
of Maine prohibited

women from dwelling on

the islands, as the folIowing interesting petition
discloses,

~Oct. 20, 1647—The humble petition of
Uliarh Cytt and otherg sheweth :—That John
R}eyno_lds contrary to ap act i Court that no
Wimmin shal] Jiye upon the Isles of Shols hath
brought his wife thither with an intention there
to live ang abide,

And hath algo brought upon

: your petitioners: byt also
doth spoil the SPring of water that is on that

t or unserviceable for
any manner of use, which is the only relief and
Sustenance of all the rest

of the Island.
DPetitioners therefore pray that the saiq
- to remove hig said

; also
ourt beforementioned may

> D1 Execution for the removal of all wim-
M inhabiting thepe »

To this the Court responded ;

)

hgereas by the aforesaid request the general
Complaint of the chief of the fishermen and
Isle_of_ShoaIs‘ that it is g great

- John Reynolds
tol IS swine and goatg at the Isle of Shols—
1t is by

Court ordered

Courte

sy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N

B T

: e
that Mr. Reynolds within twentyhdf}fsa;eﬁizg
;llah' swine and goats that he 1&; g
Isl ng from thence or any cf_theli'i ;}iennen. e
Izlinds that are i?h%b}lpe(%v ;;rel:t?if ity

] o . enj the com-
;sl,afiil‘; t;l;a;s;imlfer) she may yet enjoy t
ny of her husband.’ | ]
palh}&ass. Hist. Coll. Ser. I, Vol. I, p. 182

3 ing this
Whatever of personal spite i Sﬁf&ﬁ%’ that
- la on Mr. Reynolds 1t wa i eoRld ot
attacc_qg 1 effort to exclude won i 2
;Eicz‘;‘ém E’lrhe St?'mmﬂenth xzfgfr (ljlislgzlmds here
: i &b
settled with tl idst of many
I)I‘avetg()o:lg]ell’l they were in the 11‘2]1.1‘3 ol i
e en who fished GL S ble the General
youngdeieldin'g to the mevﬂ% rdered “upon
tCaCth at Gorgeana (York) 165 woood, that as
- tition of William Woﬁ;l e ool Ceter
“Ege f%%elz;men of the TIsles 0f}'1§e1rc£y to sit down
ne 1 .
i they have ither wine,
tim “"’ﬁ%}gﬁc‘{d{hey )s:hall not sell neither
there, prov v
beare nor liquor.

¢ ielded to
. ine officials Ji6. e
B e o o ot g
William WTT}E Puritan maglstr?tisjs wife and
Eh?i fg?ta;};;oved the bittem;s;rﬁ;ipas Maverick
a 18 1n i
Seeley a the wife of
had ordered John s ““to attach = the
R Lles o o, o0 he e
EBE;SE;\:Z;?EEIEFBOEEOH.” [Oct. 27, %

of Mass. Bay Col. vol. 2, 1_). 99.]

v



phlet was read,
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A Conference Muorming

Gosport 0F AMERICAN COMMERCE
1650-1770

The settlement of these islands dgffered from
all other New England settlements in that no
farming land was at hand to maintain 1ts growtlz
and development; the plowing was in furro“-':t
of the sea and their harvest was fish; but they
did have a seaport and that was ol prime im-
portance. It became a distributing depot for
merchandise for all the colonies and forr cgm'-
merce across the wide oceans. Josselyn's V {9}1-
ages to New England tells of the cargoes of fish

from different parts of New England re-shipped
here for France, Spain and the world at lfu;ge
bringing rich return cargoes of wine, sugar,
tobacco, clothing and other merchandise.

As early as 1636, Thomas Mayhew 18 IeP?lE?i
to have purchased at the Shoals e:ght'_\_-' ,]Uﬁ:r
heads of provisions at one Ume, lm'\imgh‘éd
imported ‘rugges and coates’’ one nIunc
pounds English money. /

As a natural accompaniment ol the c.\‘ch-fmf,:té
of merchandise, the Shoals became arl exclml]‘“.
for the news of the old \\-'n'n"[n]”;mll of the 113—‘:6
Gorges wrote to Governor \\1{1L111‘t)|1 ]I]‘.l 2 11.&-;(;
“T cannot send vou news from Tzlnf.:]uml: )u.lil,_ e
contrary winds hath hindered 1t comitig o1

the Isles of Shoals.” ¥
[Mass. Hist. Coll. Ser. 4. p. 334.]
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The news of t > .
in 1649, cid ot serc2ding of King Charles

reach New England until it

was b 1
% 412('3]1.1ght by a Shoals vessel. [Winthrop pp.

The newspa
: pers of England at thi i
a:(;lrlllste;l 11ew§l from Ame%ica as colﬁmgglc(;d
rom thej i £
S m their reporter ip Gosport, Isles of
[Cornish's Story of the Isles of Shoals p. 10.]

By these and other tokens we may be pardoned

Or saying that oy :
to tell thgwo;i d r Gosport was a gossip port

Thos =

i tf}:gqs’li‘fim Dbusy days for the little harbor
! i }S{ of these isiands and one can easily
Rir}tfard e three Seeley brothers, William
= and John who settled on Smuttynose
el ‘:?.ccumulat_mg wealth by importing
St Eoltmg for this whole region from Nova
o0 New Amsterdam. There were so many

ng upon Smuttynose at 1650, that a

OUse was necessary t

them and the island was kngywno e

as Meetmghouse Island.
Samuel Maverick ; e

] . < 1n writing in 1660 said:

[Mass. Hist. Soc. Proc. Vol. I, Zid Series p. E%EIJ

o tg‘:fg ltza.gues off lies the Isle of Shoals, one
& bu?lst E)L?lar}:les for fishing in the land. They
i church here and maintain a min-
o]’fr?eBi-ninLiSter from. 1650 to 1662, was Rev.
- Co&c ; % puritan of marked spirituality.
e o on Mather said of him—*“he dwelt as
4Ven as any man upon earth. | scarce

26

ever knew any man so familiar with the Great
God as his dear servant Brock.” [2 Mather's

Magnalia, p. 32.]

A memorable incident in his pastorate is
recorded (in Vol. 7 Massachusetts Historical
Collection, p. 251), as follows: ‘““While Mr.
Brock resided at the Shoals the fishermen came
to him, on a day devoted to the worship of God
and requested that they might put by their
meeting on that day, and go a-fishing, because
they had lost many days by the foulness of the
weather. He pointed out to them the impro-
priety of this request, and endeavored to con-
vince them that it would be far better for them
to stay at home and worship God than to go
a-fishing. Notwithstanding his remonstrance,
however, five only consented to stay at home,
and thirty determined to go.

“Upon this Mr. Brock said—‘as for you who
are determined to neglect your duty to God
and go a-fishing, I say unto you, catch fish if
you can. But as for you who will tarry and
worship the Lord, Jesus Christ, I will pray unto
him for you, that you may catch fish till you
are weary.” Accordingly, the thirty who went
from the meeting, with all their skill, caught
through the day but four fishes; while the five
who tarried and attended divine service, after-
wards went out and caught five hundred.”

At this time of the maximum population on
Smuttynose Island, while the Islands were
under jurisdiction of the Massachusetts Colony,
there was a court house as well as a church and a
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tavern on the island and a commissi 1
gagxs?trates_was"appointed by the genegzl ?:fojﬁ
fCtl 23, 1652, “to settle all causes.’ [Records
of Mass. Bay Colony Vol. IV, p. 110] But the
court ceased to be held there after 1684, and the
meeting house fell into decay in 1685, -

In the meantime Star Island was gaini
gaining t

glsgendancy and had many men of force czagm}ll:::
Ellto prominence. Richard Cutt, Rice Cadogcin.
Hexlapder Jones, Christopher Jose, Hercules
m;g_{;:l?s. and his son John, Peter Twisden (the
Pettéls l&te), James Waymouth, William Pitt,
e i %ﬂie'ld (the tailor), John Davis, John
o é)_i,_ hilip Tucker, John Fabius, John

odgkins, Henry Tucker and many others
made up the Star Island list of freemen.

7 Iil ?e vear 1653, being alarmed by the menace
: 1]1 1ans and their French instigators, these
Ehgp? secured ‘flrom the government at Boston
! I‘s;tréglt of : two great guns” which were
i ipon the northwest peak of Star Island
e 1w ich a fort was built establishing a
ary protection which figured in successive
generations of the community’s life. i
[Mass. Archives, Vol. 1, i). 212.]

o ht l\:éls 't;?i'.s s:m}t year 1653, that some twenty
ki ,.‘);1_%11;L1_l 1:11131)12&11!:5 petitioned the
m{:.ss:tr_ 111‘:;(,L’Lt.‘ General Court to be erected
Cméi;mlit;»i\:ns]lip‘—_—at a time when many other
e e es L]Lpt};_{hr_:ut the colony were seck-
s milar municipal autonomy. But not for
l(hu years was the petition granted, when in

61, the Court permitted that all the islands

28

should be erected into one township called
“Appledore’” having power to regulate their
own town affairs. [Records of Mass. Bay, Vol.
IV, part 2, page 8.]

The maximum populatiop of all the islands
was reached probably durfhg the forty years,
1660 to 1700, and may have been as high as
600 souls, the estimate of Mr. Jenness (p. 82)
for the period when Smuttynose was the most
prominent island, when Appledore was popu-
lated and when Star Island was prosecuting
its successful rivalry. Star was much reinforced
n the year 1670, by a wholesale exodus ofrforty
families from Appledore or Hog Island, [Thax-
ter, Among the Isles of Shoals, p. 46.] Appledore
island had been attractive from the beginning
because of its larger size, some 300 acres, and
its well of fresh water and its soil available .for
gardens and grazing. As many as seventy little

Burned 1914,

The home of Celia Thaxter on Appledore.
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L 4
_ cellars with tumbling walls among the bayberries Andrew Newckum, aged thirtey tow yeares or I;hcqr.e ‘l;
i and brambles may still be traced i id f aboutt, swaren and saith, that in the yeare 1666 the prise ;
' the village that d AL e of fish was Sett and mad at the Illes of Showles Marchana- -
crowned the southern brow bell fish—thirty tow Railles per quintel, ($1.60 for 100 i3

of Appledore in the days of its glory, 1bs.), this deponen’ then Receved severall poundes of

But r Marcha fish att the prise corrantt above Rightin and this
dm? Appledore was in serious lack of a harbor, deponen’ knew no other prise corrantt Butt that above
?l?e :;.1 ; Og advantage could compensate, so R‘%}éﬁﬁfﬂgofﬁ r:??crlsi‘ltr}ll%%?
o scendancy passed to Smuttynose whose ? —r
arbor at the west end was flanked by the WM. HATHORNE, Assist.

protecting islands of Malaga and Cedar, and

whose harhor also easily enlarged itself by

extending across into the harbor of Star Island.
There were several a

The profits made in the fishing husiness were
not kept upon these islands but went with .1l;hen*
{ prosperous owners to the larger social privileges
Smuttynose suppl ilCl{fS Offarable e a or “of the mainland where families could be reared
as well as vegelggb){e;gfo;ais %rhcagtll‘f{ and shetep with higher attainments. The probated estates
roomiest and best harbor it el i of some of the Shoals men who died at this

north side of Star Island larOf all was on the period—before 1674, ranged well up. among

gely protected upon tl ‘hat neriod. Philip Babb left

}'il‘ferléol_“ils arid east by the other four islands. ,{1306” e%&f?l]lfm{;{ Sié}:ealleyp,{ﬁﬂ, 7 s, {Va.lter Mat-
=] also on the island some soil and a thekrs £400, James Waymouth £595, and |
?oorrl;a t}f;gpéy Otft fresh Watler with much more John Lin"eS 5’729 13s.1d il
muttynose could afford, to accom- ; T ; _ |

modate fish houses and dwellings, as well as [Quoted by Jenness, p. 84, from Records of

shipping. York and Rockingham counties.]

The limit of ca
been reached ab
immigration havi
year, Star Island

pacity on Smuttynose having This thriving seaport was much in the tht_)ufz.’l'lt |
out 1670, and the wholesale of all seafaring folk of that day and the happen- I
ng come from Appledore that ings of the little harbor of Star Island sometimes -

sland  gained the ascendancy which ! jarred the solemn serenity of the Great and . i
has been maintained ever since, Y General Court of Massachusetts.d Ofm-{f[ such Il
- . event is perpetuated in the Records of Massa- {
degégpigg ‘f]'-éﬂﬂg ES?hha(qi reached its highest chusetts %a;l; vol. 4, part 2, p. 449 as follows: 1l
4 7€ at the Shoals, the fame of . : I
;\;2:%1 gas world-wide, and here were set the “The General Court being informed that i
- arlt e%nces of th_e world for dried fish salted there is a ship riding in a Jjoade at the Isle 9f I
l unsated. There is on file in the Salem court- | AR Shoales suspected to be a pirat — —.— she is
10use the following statement -

warned to keep away from our ports upon
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penalty of being seized — — — and the Courts
declaration against the ship at Isle of Shoales
1s to be publisht in Boston by beat of drume &c.”’

Thus on the 27th of May, 1670, our little
harbor was advertised by the town crier of
Boston with the beating of the drum. That
was the yvear of the Appledore exodus and the
sudden growth of Star Island population, mak-
Ing it necessary to start the erection of a meeting-
house on this island. Smuttynose which had
been called “meetinghouse island” for a whole
generation could not persuade the Star-Island-
ers much longer to come across in row boats to
attend the Sunday services of worship in the
old meeting house. Having a major portion
of ‘the inhabitants, the people of Star Island
‘c}urmg the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Belcher
erected a substantial new meeting house” says
Mr. Jenness (p. 146), “a building 28 by 48 feet
with a belfry and a bell. The loftiest point of
the island was chosen as a site of the building,
In order that its elevated spire might serve as a
landm_ark for mariners; in dark and tempestu-
ous nights the warning light may have gleamed
from its belfry; and in times of fog the groping
ﬁshgrmap was guided safely home by the note
of its friendly bell.” This was in the sixteen-
hundred-and-seventies, long before the estab-
lishment of a government lighthouse on White
!sland; and the star on Star Island gleaming
from the church steeple was a prophecy of the
great light which would some day flood the seas
for many miles,
The prestige of Star Island is witnessed in
The Records of Massachusetts Bay, vol. 4, p.
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520, where it states that the “inhabitants of
Isle of Shoales requested that they may be
adjoined unto the same county unto which
Starr Island belongs.” May 15, 1672. That
is evidently the appeal of the remnant of the
Appledore people and the diminishing Smutty-
nose people and Cedar Islanders asking for
political connection with the adjoining main-
land of New Hampshire. But the confused
political connection and unreasonable division
of the islands between Maine and New Hamp-
shire has been necessitated from the beginning
because of their lying off the mouth of the
Piscataqua river which divides between Maine
and New Hampshire. It was doubtless some
corollary of this political division of the islands
that caused the mysterious exodus from Apple-
dore in 1670, as well as many confusing appeals
first to one government and then to another.

“When the Massachusetts authorities 1n
1677, undertook to collect (from the .‘Shoalers)1
something towards the expenses of the geuﬁgra
government they flew 1nto open rebe 1.
Walter Randall fell foul of the constable; I{Q11r)»
Joslyn climbed up into the belfry of thg meetm.zi:(;
house and rang the tocsin of alarm; the .pe?_p
ran together into the church; a comlnp; 101:
for open resistance was entered into, and 1L(~nf:1T
solemnly declared, that they v\a'mﬂd_1.1(-:\19.1'1 ,}_)‘cl.{h?,;
penny of rates, unless they llad it under =
hand of the Governor and Council, thaLIt,lm.
money raised should be ‘laid out upon ye rss_e'.f?
of Sholes, and this was the end of the meeting.

[Jenness, p. 125, Court papers of Exeter.] !
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It is supposed that Betty Moody figured in
this period during King Philip’s Indian war,
secreting herself in a deep chasm on the eastern
side of the island during an invasion of the
Indians who are said to have carried off many
female captives. “Betty Moody’s Hole” has
been a place of tragic memory and a theme of
constructive fancy for two and a half centuries.

[See Mass. Hist. Coll. 1 series, vol. 7, p. 244.]

From the height of prosperity when settle-
ment from En

gland had ceased and the rearing
of families came to a natural limit because of
the narrow agricultural resources of the islands,
there followed a period of nearly a century—to
the time of the Revolutionary War, when life
upon the islands was a constant seesaw between
the forces of economic success and of economic

failure: with the handwriting on the wall “Thy
days are numbered.”

Alienated from the mainland by ten miles of
treacherous billows with only a comparatively
few acres of soil, what chance had these islands
for that flush growth and development which
characterized the seaports of the mainland with
the backing of an inexhaustible domain? Even
the advantage of being a harbor on the track
of vessels that skirted the American shore was
marred by its inaccessibility to the mainland.
The port authorities of Maine, New Hampshire
and Massachusetts were annoyed by vessels
that avoided customs regulations in landing
at the Shoals. Accordingly, our Star Islanders
petitioned “that the dues of such shipping as
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%
first anchor in our own roade may be here re-
ceived.” This was granted May 15, 1672, and

Peter Twisden and John Faber were appointed
customs officers.

[Rec. Mass. Bay Vol. IV, p. 520.]

But a few years later the death knell was
SOUlEi;ed. At g meeting of the Council in Bos-
ton on June 18, 1686, Joseph Dudley p_res1dmg:
it was ordered—*“That no ships do unliver ;n)e
part of their loading in the Isles of Shoals be 01;) 2
they have first entered with the t:ollectofll‘__l o
His Majesties Customs and also with thg % oer
for receiving His Majesties Imposts and e
nues arising from wine, rum &c. importe het =
in Boston, Salem or Piscataqua and t %ward
the ships and vessels trading to thfe tﬁasafore-
of Cape Porpus shall enter at some 0 the sl
said ports or at the town of Falmou
Province of Maine.”

Thus the commerce of the Shoals was t(iigé)&?ﬁ
both to smuggling and to ultunat? exttlement
With its commerce gutted the Shoals se] e
was reduced to a mere fishing ha;imsﬁiftiness
a gradual sinking into the squalor an
of that narrow livelihood.

: i have
The absentee ownership to WII“CIQ i:fea ‘33},
alluded yielded its inevitable neglec Fosiica ©
impressively told by a military occt
the year 1692.
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The Chasm near Betty Moody’s Cavern on the East side of Star
island,

During the bloody French and Indian war
after the massacre of the town of York a few
miles away, the people of the Shoals knew
themselves listed for the next outrage, and so
petitioned the government at Boston for a com-
pany of soldiers to defend them, January 26,
1692, [Mass. Archives, vol. 37, pP. 252.] Their
anxiety was expressed by writing on the outside
of their letter, still to be seen, “With care and
speed.” Captain Willey with a company of
soldiers was sent to repair Fort Star and to

make ready to resist. The expected attack did
not materialize and the poor soldiers found the
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; cts
reatest difficulty to get their pay l?eica::ésse$§0
%hief owners of the property at Pl"%e is 1a. LS
lived in Ipswich and Boston E:esuic;al 3 o
tribute. Captain Willey said, ‘e ol O ot
owners who have the most pal‘i,lcu v
here in respect of boats and stggesoﬁt aXisciis
always carried away the greatest pé‘he 3 et
lace whereby they have gotten e o
‘ can bu _ Tiune
%g,;: ﬁi;at$§§iai11illg _of our pu}z%g':ndt;lﬁzp ge
order to the preservation of 1.11&?1311I
[Quoted by Jenness, pp. 196 fol.

: iers withdrew and
in Willey and his soldiers withc i
thgzp;:;?sﬁter},/ 1695, the Frencl;scap';ll}ﬁ:sde o
carried away several fishing boa ks 58 oIl
terruptions of industry and }mpalgmn the religious
efficiency were of course rengtef%h’e- cople in the
and moral life of the islands. 1dp10t b
r 1705, either could not or wou :ﬂxssembly of
zﬁz‘ir own minister, leaving the ing fourteen
Massachusetts the burden of 1)%% ohoa
ds annually of Mr. Greenlea e Lrionof
E}?:lg.ssembly of New Hampshire
paying six pounds.

ire into a

After the erection of New I-Iﬁgsg’gen ade
Province, 1679, repeated efforts hac BT T

to bring the Shoals into_allegiance Dub Wl

o bring s until finally in the ybl bl 2

et ? u‘(ii:esNew Hampshire Asserg ag the Town

21(;2(10{:111;3 Eommunity of Star Islan 620.] This

. Papers, D- ars
2 Ggsﬁgilt l[asegl- ie&j rggubtless for many Y€
nam
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in common parlance but now it had official
prestige, though it wag o)

s nly to serve in the
period of decadence, A petition of Richard
Yeaton, selectman of Gosport, April 22, 1721,
to the General Assembly of Ney Hampshire at
Portsmouth, tells the story of that decay in
simple eloquence.

The selectmen (of Gosport) have not expressed any
contempt to the authority i

by their omitting to make an
assessment. ., , for the Province tax, The people are
vtery few in number and most of them are men of no sub-
stance,

live only by their daily fishing,
Ol them are single mep and threaten t

us if the tax be laid, which will prove
shermen leave s,

and near one third
0 remove and leave
our utter ruin if our

The charge and expense which they are at in the
support of the mj 1

L nistry is as great as the people can bear

at present, it having the sum of Two
undred pounds for th i
which is not a]] paid

Though the inhabitants have been very much richer
and more numerous and their trade greater than at pres-
ent, yet they were not then rated.—They live on a rock
in the sea and have not any privilege of right in common
lands as other inhabitants in the respective towns have.

The building of this

Island in 1720, seems to

the inspirations of Rev.
called a “)

second church on Star
have been a tribute to

Mr. Moody, who was
lan of piety, a pathetic and useful
preacher,” who labored for about twenty-five
¥ears upon this island.

His successor, Rev. John Tuck
a vote of the town, Dec, 11th, 1
of thirty years and
of churchmen who

,» was called by
731, at the age
was ordained by a council
Came out to the island for

38

X 1 on
that purpose, and here he poured o?ttll*‘llf slgang
personality into the charactersmg g g
until his death in d”};)sl‘y i—i:ﬁfl\ cin b oF
medicine and was dou
his people.

i n meetings
1 rot t various town 8
ollowing votes a S e
arg?(? ie seen in the Records OIT?\?S]f-?anjpShil'e
are in the possession of tl;? ﬁe
Historical Society, Concord, N. . '+ il e
A general meeting of the Frcfeh?lgcis* S
illl:l’ltbi?al?t“} of Star Island‘,Eﬂlﬁigc";‘l;?‘;he Reverend Mrcl
abi Epi roted to give ar z naintam_al‘lc'
%llo'h;":}rléollkc“;in‘;]an}' e 1:115 Sul:ﬁ:‘i}’ tormll)(illls]s of credit so
°n pounds mone IS wapes=
;me };_l;niriia?lnglégge p(g(l;d to continue him among
o1, cal
theg\vork of the ministry.

ive the
It was also voted to give ‘ ‘
fifty pounds in money by the b of it Yo Build him 2
bui]dirr)lg him a house in caseh};lee s(i'l O fiares fﬁerflif;‘;?ﬁg
i in case he e G
?Iouse sh}'llr:m:ﬁgll%?ob]iged to give 211:: i?flff iR
tli?emHléuse and abate us fAifty pounds

111
. il 8, 1732, that we W
eting April 8, ntribution
It was Eotedﬁf_ ajg;len Tooke a constg;ltt}c)gt shall be
g\?r?n?gh%is l?:iir:dstr')'f among usl?:tll_}e__tgﬁg the money that

11 go toward his sa : ratis.
;12?%(?1%1;51&2 rr{;a.rked shall be given him g

ke
i . Mr. John Too
It was voted also that we give the Rev. ! J

privilege of keeping one cow. 1k e G

i i 8th of Apr. : cir Pastor

B At?ha d;?fl?;é?ﬁ;ﬁ% Enet. at th]e lﬁ%g;sir?gf ﬂi‘ of l\l/IarC{:
E they:d regoing Church Churc

as they did at the E?Elle%g:ﬁ%% 7 appeared t;:; c;;?: ;l:: e
and ackn M;‘dsi?his Fauitin Drml_cmgto the Communion
- aiﬁn%%irgll voied 1L Rcsj];goragitodnpublickly ‘tomgrl;ti);\’
upon the C ion should be red Supper is admin-
and that his Confessior 4 the Tords u i
just béafore the Sac:‘(';u::%lilgh tho Pastor gave ass
istered & .« 4 .

Tooke
sverend Mr. John
Etzgccﬂf May next towards
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Mar. 11, 1762 T
e mhabei_lts th

repar for the year ig:fii’f;bel to keep the meating houf in

At Jeneral free
t past .
every fall of th ar wiast amongst the inhabents ¢
his wood to ¢ ¢ year when the Mr. Rev. John Tu(?ktﬁz;

arry hom ;
abel to com shall o forg;l‘;af‘y men will not com that is
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2 grea, Mr. Edward Tuck of Paris, France,
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£t ! elS t%2e11sk supplanted a monumeni
thee i n a century earlie
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which they often sustain much Loss and Dam-
age which they would gladly Prevent it by any
means feasible.

That it has been Judged a Pier or Bason might
be so contrived and built as to be in Great
measure a security in this case and a means of
great saving to your petitioners and Preserva-
tion of their Property.

That to make such a work effectual a Larger
sum would be demanded than your Petitioners
by any means could raise; but as it would be
of great utility in its consequence they flatter
themselves the scheme for carrying on such a
building would meet with a suitable encourage-
ment from many other persons besides your
petitioners and those who have connections

with them.

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray
that they may have leave to set up and carry
on a Public Lottery to raise money for the end
aforesaid and for that purpose to bring in a bill
containing such limitations and restrictions
as shall be thought necessary but with such
extent and authority as shall be sufficient to
offect the design; and your pefitioners as i
duty bound shall ever pray:

Thomas Wentworth

John Tucke Samuel Downe

Henry Carter Jeremiah Lord John Sherburne
Richard Talfrey Jos. Damrell D. Sherburne
John Varrell Peter Robinson Sam'l Warner

William Mickamore John Walirey Titus Salter

William Holbrook Ambrose Perkins Abraham Trefethen
Samuel Varrell, Jr.  John Barter Hugh Hall Wentworth
John Down Rich'd Langford Wm. Knight

John Down, Jr. Jonathan Warner Elamuel Muchamore

41

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.




William Sanderson
George Walfrey
Josiah Sanderson
Henry Shapley, e
Joseph Muchamore
Henry Shapley
Richard Talfrey, Jr.
Henry Talfrey
Daniel Rindle
James Hickey
Samuel Varrell
Samuel Muchamore
Gregory Purcel]
Samuel Cutts
Daniel Rindge
George Boyd
Nath'l Adams

Although the
formidabl

During this

€ an underta
munity and the wharf
than a century later a
resort the big job had

Wm. Bickham
Sam'l Healy
John Parrell
Sam'l Currier
Temple Knight
Samuel Sherburne
George Janvrin
Sam'l Dalling
John Flagg
Joseph Whipple
Benj'n Muchamore
Sam’l Muchamore
Arthur Rendle
Arthur Rendle, T
George Rendle
Tohn Rendle

Edward Bondey
Henry W. Andrews
S. Matthews
Jno. Newton
Stephen Pierce
Jas. Ward
James Stoodly
Rich'd Hart
Wm. Whipple
Jno: Parker

H. Wentworth
John Penhallow
Thos. Bell
Samuel Moffatt
D. Pierce
Paul March
John Moffatt

petition was granted it was too

to wait.

king for a decaying com-
was not built,

nd for purposes of summer

For more

period of decadence there was
one man of fine

in good works,

It is reported
Shoals p. 41] that
on his island one
silver, believed to be the hi
Sea rover, and with it, he
expense of building the hi
bids the angry waves fr

sweep throug
Malaga, thu
This privat
followed later by

h the cut be

s making a still harbor
e enterprise set the

constructive indust
nose Island name

d Samuel

the U. S.
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ry on Smutty-

Haley, who persisted

[Thaxter, Among the Isles of
Mr. Haley lifting a large stone
day, found four great bars of

dden treasure of some
defrayed part of the
gh sea-wall that for-
om the northeast to
tween his island and

for ships.
good example

government in build-

e in the Distance
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ing the two other great barriers that shut out
the sea between Smuttynose and Cedar, and
between Cedar and Star Islands. Mr., Haley’s
epitaph reads in part, “he was a man of great
Ingenuity, industry, honor and honesty, who
did a great public good in building a dock and
receiving into his enclo

tressed seaman and fisherman in distress of
weather,”’

Among Mr. Haley's works there were still
standing in the year 1800, “a windmill, a rope
walk 270 feet long, salt works erected before
the war, a bake-house, a brewery, a distillery
built 1783, a blacksmith and cooper shop.”

[Mass. Hist. Col. 1 Ser. vol. 7, p. 247.]

bt

.
3 10NARY WAR
: THE REVOLUT
ABANDONMENT OF

PERIOD

Tuck in 1773,
Before the death of Rev. John til L;:diulcl:-easing
he diminishing population _a:nd. 1 Biopd
'c:l'{?ﬁc:ulties of sustaining (;Nlhzed mzlred 5 B
htaavily upon the hearts of all who ¢
welfare of Gosport.

: -esidents had

7 the number of resi _

b h tgigdﬁfeé?t?)?‘%ﬁ}, of vs{hom f?uli g&éei'e slaves
[P?;Orxrnner & Moore, N. H. Hist. Col. ;

f
1 f the hard fare o
impressive sample O e ot
As anILIEEftY at this time we hagetrfcgi‘é e
1 Comnamed Pulsey, who died a Of‘. Py b
T’?;I‘;anon Star Island at the él%i:mo Lo
Before the Revolution she 1_{(31? b T
h:l:YDOH e fl’?d mc}f;n\tgtl’l E'a. knife by her
i the 1o ¢ bk
o Su;mmfilr amso}?eg usually collected tflz.{:;;n“heir
oot hﬁn‘lfsﬁ ton. The cows were t?.}llcen fompae
:Egulga.ig for by ‘the British abftl.gi;ﬂLe Eeog g
1 beef, to the grea o
2?(1([3| vlfrgliirfar [Mass. Hist. Col. 1 Series
0. :
p. 245 note.]

g c]_‘
he outbreak of the Revo!t_ltiog.[’fxrt)% e\g;a
b the British forces had Co'nuoermit G
?:;hen > rianifestly imprudent to P
it was
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property or people to remain where they could
be so easily appropriated by the enemy. Accord-
ingly, the death blow to this fading community
was struck January 35, 1776, by the Provincial
Congress of New Hampshire in the following
vote [Provincial Papers, Vol. VII, p. 709]: “That
Captain Titus Salter and Captain Eliphalet
Daniel be appointed to go over to the Isles of
Shoals and inform all the inhabitants there that
1t is the opinion of this Congress that the situa-
tion of said islands are such that the inhabitants
are exposed to our enemies in the present un-
happy controversy and may be obliged by their
weak, defenseless circumstances and inability
to defend themselves, to assist our enemies,
and that for said reasons it is absolutely neces-

sary that they should immediately remove with
their effects to the main land to such places as
they shall choose and to ta

1y during the present
dispute—and provided they neglect to comply
herewith for the term of ten days after this

notice that they be informed that they must be
brought off by authority,”

“Pursuant to the above vote of Congress we
repaired to the Island of Shoales the 16th inst.,
being the first favorable opportunity that
offered and after communicating to the inhabi-
tants the contents of the vote of Congress,
we proceeded to number the inhabitants and

underneath are the different numbers on each
island.”
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Men 31
Women 34
Children 94

Star Island

Men 1.}‘
Women 13
Children 29

Hog Island

' 2
Smuttynose %’I‘rgx:n o B

Children 15

Total
January 18, 1776

159

19

233

i ras
To be thus torn away from tl}allr }(;?rge;c}\;t,s
like another Acadian tragedy worthy

en. Who would wonder if some o
gacic again to occupy their fami

f them stole
liar cabins during

equip-
the next spring and summer? Whatever €q

ment and buildirigs wer? rﬁle:; o
inducement for some to | 1?
rough and lawless community.

The son-in-law of the re’;féagedremove
Tuck in the summer of 1 P
parsonage which his father-
and set it up agan 1n
land. But the meeting
vandals as reported by R

“About the year 17910, isn :
of the baser sort, not zlavdown e
before their eyes, pulle s
fuel the meeting housedv\ltl -
convenient building an
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B e

ful, not only as a place for religious worship
but as a landmark for seamen approaching this
part of the coast. The special judgments of
Heaven seem to have followed this piece of
wickedness to those immediately concerned in
it, who seem since to have been given up to
work all manner of wickedness with greediness.”’

About half as many people as had been ban-
ished by necessity of war straggled back after
the war so that by the year 1800, there were
92 persons on Star Island in fifteen families
occupying eleven dwellings while on Smutty-
nose there were three Haley families, and none
on the other islands.

The restored stone Meeting House on the peak of Star Island.
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The bitter cold winds of the quL(ill eblﬁg}};g
through the loosely built cabins © ;‘d e
folk, where no coal bins were knc)w‘? alm ai11]and,
cordwood could be brought from the 5
must have prompted the resort lt?'nd 2 wz
that might be burned upon the is f:lml ::)f 2
are not surprised to read m the ;.oul tbhe 2%
Jedediah Morse, “All the trees anc e
have been consumed and they have C'u-d lzzaving
and burned many acres of the .?\'Vc i
;nly naked rocks where f?,rmm y
the finest pasturage for cows.

f

7 nd of the whar

A Modern Sportsman with bis “catch’ at the @
o
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Howme Misstonary FieLp

For the ten years after the meeting house was
torn down, the few families of sturdy fisherfolk
and the flotsam and jetsam of humans that
lingered near them made a reputation for the
island that was pitiful in the hearts of benevo-
lent people on the shores of Maine, New Hamp-
shire and Massachusetts, “They had not tho
ability, and by degrees lost the disposition, te
support the ministry. The people neglected
the annual choice of town officers. They had
no regular schools. The Sabbath was neglected
and profaned. The vices of cursing and swear-
ing and drunkenness, quarreling, and dis-
obedience to parents became prevalent in an
awful degree: and they were degenerating fast
to a state of heathenism.” Homes were started
without marriage and children grew up with-
out record of birth and knew nothing more of
their ages than “Topsy"’—even their language
was so dilapidated as to need an interpreter.

Mrs. Thaxter's account of the appearance
and habits of some of the Islanders as she saw
them forty years after this period while under
missionary efforts gives a vivid idea of what
they might have been before the missionary
efforts were started.

Among the Isles of Shoals, pp. 50-63.]

In 1799, the ancient “Society

the Gospel among the Indians
North America”

for Propagating
and Others in
took on these Islanders as
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them
the “Others” of their charter, an;i senilzossql 2
Rev. Jacob Emerson of ReadmgriOd e R
Past:or and schoolmaster for a pe
months.

i rse
The next year they sent Rev. Jeded}zlh Ef;:))ral
of Charlestown to examine thgh S:a.)f:elrs, Rt hon
and religious condition of the . o} el
t to the Society. He spent vle g 4
iig?rl; preaching four tim{as a?dthgﬁ' o anne
’ s possible o -
o e m“d;ﬂﬁ xI\)rrote _the valuable 1&2&5
arll'lq hm?:m‘g; be found in the N{as?a% 1 =
1 -J > 3 s 0
Ei;gorical Collections, [Series 1, vo

i iety con-
By his recommendation ‘thevcgg;ly e}ars.
tinued to send missionaries for se

. t-
i : 1d a new mee
rtributions to but solent
1 V(ilun;:rz\!;‘%l secured f}'om manypgxigfnouth;
o ;ou $300 were raised 1‘-1d $500 in Bos-
?88 ?n Exeter, $500 in Salem an v. Dr. Morse
d Newburyport. The Rev. ort, accom-
) aB dley A. Tyng of Newburypetir’lg house
b dutheyere;:tion of a stone r{le <ite of e
ghi?fg the summer of 1800, t?:-ls t&sy the good
o i ds to this V. g e
%dcgct;e £$$;§ lstors;;cgu:}hat faceiileusl}"— the
o : el.
habitants cannot burn it for fu

- was par-
The interior woodworkj 11owevel1é2 g:r S
i ed by fire Jan. 2. e
E;?llr:l};esdt?aigg yand dedicated anew 1l

I ] 85() was a dOI'Iled
n the ste the Chl,‘lI'Ch as <
t eple Df h z it
with a Wéﬁtllﬁ! vane by the 1513.1 lde-[S '-“‘}I:h' C'O‘ 1
iderable p‘[‘i.dfl as their town .
S S VI IBCOld says

A itants of these
considerab‘le expel1sé, the 11'1habltal‘l
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Isles have put up a beautiful vane on our chapel.
May their own hearts vield to the breathings

of the Divine Spirit, as that vane does to the
wind.”

When the church
with Rev. Jedediah
esting agreement :

was built the people made
Morse the following inter-

Articles of agreement entered into by the inhabitants of
the Isle of Shoals, Nov., 14, 1800,

as a religious and mora] teacher to the inhabitants and
an mstructor of the youtlh; and whereas there is ground
to hope for further charities from the said society, and

other humane and benevolent persons should the good
effects of their present bounty be visible in the improve-
ment of the morals, manners and conversation of the
inhabitants; and whereas from the location of the said
islands, it is very difficult to resort to the laws for the deci-
sion of disputes which unavoidably arise;

We, the inhabitants, do hereby solemnly and mutually
covenant and agree with each other in the following
articles, all which we promise to observe and keep, viz.

First. We engage to treat w
all such worthy and godly perso,
and reform us; to render them
and to attend with sobriety a

ith kindliness and respect
ns as shall come to instruct
as comfortable as we can;
nd diligence on all their
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ic in the meeting-
i e be public in
i :ions, whether the same_ L
lﬁlsrs‘:?l;r private and personal in our house

ildren shall also attend

¥ ngage that our children shal eoEe

thesnégﬁg(i a.t‘:;eeestgtgd hours,landa?;t bx;:e rtrel}ii?ﬁ T

mples, it

ig!lem 1:%?)?:1' Et'.l(r)l dm%.?c%dt}?:; bl?e_tter, as well as more decen
;335 mannerly in their behavior.

bstain
i ndeavors to a
romise our best en . B R
Tmmljf b‘i};(:vl]‘:ng, quarreling, ’profo.nf s;\ rfd e
Sy drunkenness, idleness, dlShOIéBSa ]{Igood bk
:g;illﬁ%;; which is offensive to God an

i < arise among any of us,
any disputes arise a\‘ o i
s toS Eggﬁit t}{e same to the-deus:é)rr; OEvho s
:';g,gfymfg: the time being, o.rtlld tfng; I;.z;;’slgs; e proml_;
in the month o arys; 3 e
b a‘? nuil_gec;(;;se;ig g:aiform their award touching
ise to abi ; ‘
0 ; + pceupied
disp _ The house lot and garden, l-]e:lg'tg]fg;cpriated %
FIlFrHI.{ev Mr. Tucke, shall be forci\_« ;1 ecbcing.
Eﬁatt::e of the public teacher for the ti

i f the

In Pebruary, 1819, the population ©
islands was as follows: - frs =
Star, 11 families and 2 Sohtarie..sl.tary 2
Smuttynose, 5 families and 1 Soli 3
Hog Island, 1 family '8—6
Total Souls ‘ -
cessive missionaries hgltd1 Lscé hgol )
Tginfsig,;s to teach an ungradec Loe

on :

2 £y
k days and to be a bit of spiritual lea
wee

all times to all ages.

Mr. Reuben Moody, 12;
who remained a few r;u:l{l :
1822, kept a journal Whic_ Vadms o
expe:riences. “April 20. y

theological sl;udetét%
ths in the spring ;
eveals some homely
presents a
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singular appearance in the morning. As soon

as they see me with my brand of fire and key,
they all leave thejr plays and run; and when I
am building the fire they flock round me and
squat down on the hearth like papooses. Some

with their books, some with their Indian bread,
and some with none.”

The little schoolhouse stood next to the par-
sonage a few feet east of and facing the end of the
Stone church where slight po

rtions of the founda-
tion can be seen at the present day.

Miss Peabody, of Newburyport, came to
live with them in 1823, and performed the
functions of a social settlement long before that,
modern device for human uplift had been named.
She wrought wonders for them, teaching them
manners and reading, besides the arts of card-
ing, spinning, weaving, knitting, sewing, and
braiding mats. She took seven of the poorer and
neglected girls to live with her in the parsonage
where they made one winter, “chips” for 20 hats,
33 skeins of twine, 118 yards of netting, 138
vards of cloth and 416 skeins of yarn. All of
these articles which could not be sold on the
island were bought by appreciative friends in
Portsmouth and Newburyport.

One of the women em
this period has left he
tragedies of the island. The town record says—
“Miss N. ]J. Underhill of Chester, N. H., a
school teacher who had instructed the youth

of this place for nearly 2 years last past, came
to her death by drowning Monday evening,

ployed to teach during
T name in one of the
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Sept. 11,:1845"" Her body was found Sept. 18th
on the shore at Cape Neddock. The body was
taken to Chester and buried Thursday, Sept. 21.
She was about 34 years of age.”

Tradition points 'out a “seat in the rocky
chiff upon the southeast side of the island where
she was washed off by an exceeding high
wave that rolled its mountain-mass against the
shelving cliff "

In 1855, Rev. J. Mason in his report for the
Society says the missionary “must have the
whole care of the public buildings. This includes
repairing, cleansing and preserving from injury.
“On the Sabbath day and in the day school I
have made during two years past all the fires,
Swept the buildings, rang the bell or hoisted
the Bethel Flag. urthermore, unconscious
of any Impropriety, they have sought the mis.-
sionary to mow their grass, file their saws,
repair their clocks, pull their teeth and make
coffins for the dead.” [Jenness p. 162.]

One of the last of these missionaries was Rev.
George Beebe, whose wife did the work of a
schoolmistress for part of the time.
ic little marble monument for the
Beebe childre

. n who were swept awa
time by an epidemic in 1863, mark
close of the mission

The pathet-
three little
y all at one

S nearly the
ary period of seventy years.
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A Gay SumMMER REsort

Before the terminat;

on of missionary labor
in 1870, there had co

mmenced on the islands
an epoch of Summer Resort which brought the
islands into considerable fame during the latter
half of the 1800’s.

A foregleam of this fancy was expressed far
back in the days of discovery when Captain
John Smith felt the sweetness of summer time
at the Shoals in the year 1614. He wrote after-
wards a poetic passage in his “Description”
in memory of that experience, “What sport
doth vield more plea-sing content, and less hurt
or charge than angling with a hooke and cross-
mg the sweet ayre from Isle to Isle, over the

silent streams of g calme sea? Wherein the
most curious may find Pleasure, profit and con-
tent."”

Multitudes have felt that charm of “crossing
the sweet ayre from isle to isle over the silent
streams of a calme sea,"

and have been capti-
vated by the sense of detachment from the

jangling discords of humanity. BEven the wutili-
tarian fishing purpose of English sailor lads
was doubtless mingled with indulgence in the
solf languor of summer idltmess, and all through.
the centuries that hav

e intervened, the charm
of the islands as a

summer resort has been -
operating.

~
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Burned 1914,

Appledore Hotel.




It has been reserved for the last half of last

century to specialize this phase of the life at the
Shoals.

As early as 1826, we have a most interesting
account in Mrs. Thaxter’s book, p. 177, of a
Summer health seeker who boarded “in the
family of a worthy fisherman” of Star Island,

and who had a thrilling experience of ghosts
and buried treasure.

In 1840, one of the missionaries reported
“water parties” at Gosport during the summer
and in 1844, the Gosport town record says,
“J. E. Smith came to this island for the pleas-
ure of improving his health, boarded af Mr.
Samuel Caswell’s and found him a gentleman

who spared no pains to make 'the visits of his

boarders agreeable in every respect.’”’

But the chief stimulus of this new era of the
Shoals was the Laighton family. In the sum-
mer of 1839, the Hon. Henry B. Laighton com-

pletely exasperated by the drift of political
affairs in which he was interested, and wishing
to get away from it

z all, accepted the position
of light keeper on the White Island lighthouse.

In order to be quit forever from the follies of
democracy he went with his wife and three
children, Celia, five years of age, Cedric and

Oscar to live on the lonely islet one mile south
west of Star Island.

For six years in the old lighthouse he trimmed
the whale oil lamps, ten with colorless glass
and five with red glass chimneys resting upon a
horizontal triangle which revolved showing
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1 " Lerwards,
alternately golden and red light. 'Lﬁ\ftﬁ;?vﬁ?oe
the new and higher lighthouse ?lm lbeamé ge
French prisms to concentrate Ltle beams %
the central lamp made the firs 1dshouse iy
primitive; but the family in the c;_ i
not primitive. The little girl, ICe mz;rest s
in this lonely island one of the lrwriters e
natures among our New ]%nglanc o e
her book of reminiscences, Agnonlg e
Shoals” will be always Cgszli_z;sr?secmade i the
chrying s L T e won 5
sensitive soul.

i ix vy in the lighthouse,
g K six years 1n g %
M?ft%aifﬁgﬁl gmoved to the lgrge i;signiﬂﬂ
Apﬁledor?a and built a (_:o};ta%e ‘ﬂﬂf}?ﬁe e
v the mainlan I¢ -+
| g f?co?fu‘?z?]gr away. He was lio.spm:,l']))l:gan
b1 en;)ummer visitors and behold_, oﬂfﬁ; o
ign;warm about him and hlz éfasmll}i?é Eiwuse v
to build in 1848, a large e
iecosr?]?gog:fe them and then _mme E:;ﬂ;;ﬁ]ggngame
for the increasing number of _g;tgsme-
from a widening area of acquait

o 74 (p. 663,) Mr.
In Harper's Mogazing of 3000 hinted found
C_hadwm%{ f:‘alz'iimic continent and glm%‘:n e
him on “.i he was a host himself. e
o kner -1=; its attractions; with fwer its beds,
e ding its tables, OVGTHDW”].%’W?H s, the
E‘L‘:’(’:lsftfiiggo“‘;? Z““d down itf legnc%egll‘)gc‘lh“lat has
s slike to . e
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ning still presides over its comforts and con-
veniences; year after year the guests return.”

Hon. Henry B. Laighton died-in 1865, at the
age of 61 years but his two sons, Cedric and Oscar
with amiable hospitality of no less degree, con-
tinued and enlarged the business of their father

The magazines of the early seventies were
generously sprinkled with accounts of this
famous resort. A writer in the New England
Register of 1871 says—‘“the Isles of Shoals
have become a second time prominent in New
England history. For nearly two centuries
they were famous as a fishing station and
swarmed with inhabitants. After the Revolu-
tionary War the fishing interest declined and
these isles seemed likely to return to their prim-
itive nakedness and ~desolation. Within the
last twenty-five years they have become widely
known as a summer resort, more persons now
visiting them annually for pleasure or health
than in the days of their fishing glory.” Many
notable Americans including Lowell, Haw-
thorne, Whittier, Aldrich and others were among
the summer visitors with the Laightons.

Among the visitors was John R. Poor of the
famous mustard firm who conceived the idea
of building upon Star Island a hostelry to match

and to excel the famous Appledore. The
Oceanic was built in the

1 year 1873, at a cost of
$300,000. The natives, about twenty, were
persuaded to sell out their little cottages, most

of which were torn down and the 1

; better ones
repaired for outside guests. ;
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ietor built the substantial wharf
toTaﬁ:?:og-lr;%Eate pleasure seekers, whlc.hhcmﬂg
not be afforded for business and wluc_ rl?i((:h
longed for during two centuries and f%’ 8\6
in vain a lottery had been sanctioned in ;

Old stone walls that had divided hoase ‘1‘?;153
for centuries were torn down to supply lle =
that lines the front of the island, pg}t'lfterest
built and markers placed on all points of 11 .

j the
ew hotel was filled at once just as the
Aprll;lf:dgrf One of the attractions 1;ha‘fE lbrc:;égll:;
the crowds at its opening season was, ula\fiarch
of the brutal murder on Smuttynose Km o i
1873, where Louis Wagner killed acll e
Anetta Christiansen and barely misfssgf 316.00
Marie Hontvet all for the paltry pe

Mrs. Thaxter's account of it in her Letters
is piercingly vivid. :

The Portsmouth TIMES ::J,f August 1;;(}33;’1 f’g‘
says that “‘a party of gents who }v(lareujon o
at the Oceanic played a practlcaé ]Okif:'l c}ﬁantit}'
morbid tragedy hunters. They too nc tho walls
of fish blood and spattered it upqndows jherrn
and daubed the woodwork and c{wthe ol
their fingers. Then they wa1t§ Syl o
Presently the visitors came at; b
interest bringing bits of bloody “;Nenirs of the
paper which they cherished as so
ghastly crime. W e

The stefmer “Stamford’ bloeg}]lilgogi, 1873,
sionists to the scene on Thursgla}_l-ar ke, iThe
and on August 5Sth, another simi P e till
Appledore and the Oceanic were
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they could hold no more and brilliant “hops”
were held in both houses on Saturday night.

The Oceanic had a full brass and quadrille
band regularly engaged for the season; and the
“elegant hall”’ was filled with gay parties every
evening and especially so on Saturdays when

numbers of yachts from Boston and other
places anchored in the harbor.

Such large use of Star Island harbor justified
the Government in building the sea wall of
protection between Cedar Island and its two
neighbors, Star and Smuttynose.

The Laighton Brothers succeeded in sub-
duing the rivalry of the Oceanic by purchasing
it in the year 1875, and carrying on the big
business of both as a unit. It must have been
feverish work during the short summer of three

months and Mrs. Thaxter expressed her feel-
ings in these words:

“Until the middle of June the quiet is undis-
turbed; then comes an eddy of humanity from
the great world,—clatter of voices, patter of
feet, much empty sound up and down the long
pilazzas, women with the carcasses of birds I
love borne in simple vanity above their faces—
much that is pleasant too, for I have my own
corner, my little garden and my friends, and
the piazza is no more to me than Washington
street.

“In September away the crowd blows like
leaves in the wind, and down comes the healing

balm of quiet again upon the place.” [Letters
of Celia Thaxter, p. 176.]
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After a few years the new ()ceﬁilic Eg;etgis

. ; ; ; t another )

burned to the ground; but an =
it ; ral buildings whic

a composite of severa dldiags ¥ or ome

stands with the old name cea1d P et

wenty vears the Appledore and

Tq:r;?ég rr}{raintained a waning populan:cry ir;Sﬁ;i

late as the year 1894, the Boston 11a

bore this advertisement.: '
“The Beautiful Isles of Shoz}ls off }Portsﬁ ;r
N. H., are famous for their divine s
climate and health-giving air.
«“Visitors have all the charm of a Sea voyage
without its discomforts.

“Appledore and Oceanic Hotels.

“Steamers make close con.nectciio%s Ki‘f 1:;;1}3;
mouth with 9:30 A. M. and 3:15 P. DL
from Boston.

- -hton Brothers.”
“Circulars and Terms of Laighton Broth

L e |




Star Island

The Restored Oceanic Hotel,

A Sancrum For RELIGIOUS CONFERENCES
1896-1922

The increased emphasis upon active sports
such as golf and tennis which prevailed in the
latter part of the cighteen—hundreds bhegan Lo
reduce the popularity of the Shoals where only
2 little tennis and no golf is possible. A com-
modious swimming pool at the water’s edge in
front of Appledore Hotel had been built so
that the sea water could be sun-warmed for
bathing; but athletic sports Were not suffi-
ciently afforded to suit the changing tastes of
the pleasure seekers, and the Shoals faded from
public view. But when this period of the Shoals
as a Gay Summer Resort was nearing its end
another epoch was being started.

In the summer of 1895, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
H. Elliott of Lowell, while resting in the sweet
and solemn detachment of Star Island, conceived
the idea of saving this resort from its threat-
‘ened desertion by dedicating it to the high uses
of religious summer conferences. They enlisted
the Unitarian denomination in that laudable
enterprise and in the summer of 1897, a con-
ference was held at the Oceanic Hotel which
has been repeated annually for twenty-five
years with increasing efficiency and fame.
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The appropriateness of this shrine for Uni-
tarian gatherings lies partly in the fact that
the old stone meeting house and parsonage had
been for so long a time fostered by the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel among the
Indians and Others in North America, as a part
of its missionary work.

That society which was founded many years
before the Unitarian division of the Congrega-
tional churches, had come into the management
of the Unitarians by the operation of its self-
perpetuating function; and thus the Star Island
meeting house was appropriately passed along
to the use of the Unitarian Conferences.

After some ten years of annual conferences ex-
tensive repairs in the meeting house were
undertaken under the leadership of Rev. Louis
C. Cornish and its tidy appearance has been
maintained by the lovers of this quaint shrine.
Over $1700 were spent upon roof and walls and
floor, the latter being laid with bricks to take
the place of decaying boards.

After about seventeen years of Unitarian
Conferences and the progressive depletion of
the secular uses of the Shoals, the Unitarian
sponsors enlisted the interests of churchmen
in the Congregational denomination with the

hope of extending still further the religious
uses of the islands.

In the summer of 1914, under the auspices of
the New England Congregational Congress a
Conference of Congregationalists supplemented
the period of Unitarian occupancy, filling the
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two weeks, July 30-August 11. The secretary,
Rev. John L. Sewall, of Worcester, enhs};ed the
loyalty of his fellow churchmen and his work
has been continued by others for the past siX
years.

No sooner had these two church conferences
commenced their united patronage of the
Oceanic Hotel on Star Island, when the Hotel
Appledore on the other island in the fall of 1914
was burned to the ground with the famous
home of Celia Thaxter; and thus the entire
patronage of this summer resort was thrown
upon the promoters of the religious conferences
of Star Island.

The attempt of some persons to purchase
the Oceanic Hotel for a disorderly resort stim-
ulated some of the patrons of the religious con-
ferences to raise funds sufficient to purchase
&tar Island with the Oceanic Hotel and
accessory buildings.

It is the fond hope of many who love theser
unique and picturesque islands that ftihey ma:s
develop into a religious center of mlemceba’s
significant for New England as St. Oloniland
Iona was significant for Scotland and {,earué
The recent patronage of the L:g,yﬂ'w.n?1 ec.l %eds
of the Unitarian churches 1n bringing hun rthe
of ‘church school workers from all over o
continent to imbibe at this font the best n;sg‘)s 2
tions for religious uplift, fulfills 1n atir:;: o
those hopes for a wide influence emana g
these little reefs in the broad ocean.
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Ready to ride among the islands with “Uncle” Oscar Laighton

The simple and beautiful liturgies that have
been arranged by the Unitarian churchmen
for the religious services in the old stone meeting
house are unique and charmingly appropriate
for this lonely island in the sea.

The Conferences that are held give the sweet-
est blend of an out-of-door vacation combined
with a contemplative and devout consideration
of the purposes of God, which inspires to a life
of happy service.

The one beautiful custom which prevails in
these island conferences is the Candle Light
Service at the close of every day.

At about nine o'clock, after the evening
lecture or entertainment, one or two score pcuplt—;
take in their hands lighted candles protected
by glass lamp chimneys in wire frames, and
walk slowly with these improvised lanterns
from the hotel piazza along the rocky pathway
up to the little church while the bell tolls
solemnly, and the flickering shadows sprinkle
with light the footsteps of the procession whose
silence is not broken even by a whisper.

As the door of the dark meeting house 1S
entered, every candle adds its light and they
are hung upon the tiny wooden crosses that
jut out from the walls until there is brightness

enough to light the pages of the little service

books from.which a beautiful liturgy is read, a
hymn is sung and prayers arc said.

The service ended, one by one the people
file out bearing away their candles until the
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last person shuts the door upon the dark room;
and the recessional is made in the same absolute THE UNITARIAN FAREWELL SONG
silence in which the still small voice of the spirit :
makes itself heard in the worshipping soul. (foregaatiiling Synd)
: Lest we forget these islands dear,
The time taken is only a few minutes but the i These isles we love so well,
impressions made are everlasting and sweet. We'll pledge again our loyalty
E'en though we say ‘“Farewell.”
For all the good times we have had
] For all we hold so dear
. ' : May God protect us, every one,
Until we meet next year.

—HELEN GREENWOOD

THE CONGREGATIONALISTS SONG
(O ISLES OF SHOALS
(Tune: O Galilee!)

When summer days from toil release
My weary soul to rest and peace,
One longing o'er my spirit rolls—
To fly to thee, O Isles of Shoals!

REFRAIN

O Isles of Shoals! fair Isles of Shoals!
Where sky meets sea so lovingly;

O Isles of Shoals! dear Isles of Shoals!
Come, sing your song again to me!

Each cooling wind from Ocean’s breast;
Each combing wave on wat'ry crest;

Each bird that trills, and bell that tolls,
Brings back thy face, sweet Isles of Shoals!

REFRAIN
—HENRY FRANCIS SMITH,

Where bis beetling brow looks into the deep.
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