@MS b uwéied * Povisiwe o b
Aguecttct
47,

BRACKETT'S POND

PJ 24 Jan 74 -- Brackett's‘pond, the Sherburne pond at the
Plains, and the pond in the Haven field in city limits, have been
examined by the Board of Trade and City officials with the view of
increasing the much needed water suuply. The investigations will

continue,

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



~ 2 : W RYTIY f“‘ ’1‘?(/( "
‘ - Eh'{jlg\,ﬂl;*—w . M pSEROTt ; . d‘lfé;‘

FOUNTAIN HEAD

Once one of Portsmouth's major sources of water, Fountain Head
has long since ceased playing that role.

The Fountain Head was a gaggle of springs set in the open country
between Pannaway Manor and the former Pease Air Force Base. I
December, 1797, a local group was incorporated as the Portsmouth
Aqueduct Company, and the firm laid a string of hollowed out,
wooden logs into the town from the Fountain Head, and began
supplying water to residents along the route. A—series-ef-articles
-was—published—in—the-Portsmouth -Heratd—in—19—__ __ on the‘Aqueeduc;L.

beginning, . ————-—" """ T "There are many references to it

\I\U/:T-heff;éame _to Fishy

_ o*rnfthe-Ra 7E§$=ﬁﬁk o239

There was much dissatisfaction with the Aqueduct, almost from the
beginning, at least after residents simmered down from the thrill
of having running water in their yards. For example, the Journal,

29 Ju 1871, said:

hﬁ i Thew
spring thors
Shm ity e b
‘Bheth
puitiped in.&eg@metﬂ 'ﬁf[““, -.
nte of nearly 25,000 gallo 7 and
thare js need of .more water. We ave’

formodd thata hot-air englne Is spoedil ﬁof

ut In operation which -will be oapabie of
forcing 350,000 gallons in » day, enough to]
‘mgre than auppty the general d mund; Hy ]
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i)
\l\,l‘_he Mayor in reporting for the commit-
“tee appointed to examine.inte. the question

‘of obtaining a supply of water for the city, .
said the committee were satisfied there was

an abundant supply of water at the Foun-

tam Head “of the Aqueduct Company.—

: e comm1ttee unanimously recom-
mend that the city purchase all the prop-
'erty of said Aqueduct Company, and put

'in watet works that will bring a full sup-

-ply to all parts of the ¢ity; The- commit-

‘tee find that the present facilities for con-

|  ducting water from Fountain Head to the

' city are totally inadequate, and that in
| order to ntilize the supply of water as
should be done, it will be necessaty to’ build
| a reservoir at some point near the Foun-
tain Head. The committee were instruct-

ed to%icﬁrta.m at what price the pmperty N
of the Aqeductfbompany can be purchased N
8 special meeting-of-tre—Boardof
EM T an en, Tu%day afternoon,
u@;ﬂﬂammously voted not t0 Tayout-8

\ne hway_{rom Squirrel Hill { el Hill toRye .
bentrc\askedwmoners

o - b
\‘:' \\—'\_ xx_/ gv%\\\ e \B‘@j
~—P§EEESep§=&;=~G’The Aqueduct Company<has employed the dr1v1ng

well men, who have been operating at the Custom House, to try their

method at Fountain Head. Good success has thus far followed their

work.

N 29 Se: ¢83~5~ It is stated that the Aqueduct Company, through
the driven-well process has struck an abundance of water on the

Haven Scott Farm, Gosling Road, at a dept of 47 feet.

“TThese wellsmpfebab&y~became_the—Haven_w%;ls, whlch were lost“

e

to Ehé city when PqugﬂAEBNwaswbuli%Tw~Check-Boynton s-water the51s

e — e
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N U“\\k - m\;‘}‘ Qo_eg_azgyone believe that if the syndi-
‘cate’s engineers wereselecting a water-
source for that corporation instead
of one to be recommended to the city
for purchase, they would pass by the
| Fountain-Head system, with its thirty-
|five feel of head at high water mark
at Great Bay, and fix upon a Lrook
filled with niscellaneous vegetation
running twenty-five feet losver? Haow.
| about Jehe cost of raising this brobk-
I water for high-service, and when you
have done it, what have you got for
your nioney?

PJ 3 October 1891 --

s (0 i.ntmting to know that the
water commuinminuers have found ot
tmmphnty ol water at Fountain
- Head for the needs of & much Iarger
ci&y than our own. Since th_\_gw &0,
Weo supposs that we shall -hear no

. more-of the project of acquiring great

| swamp tor an additional supply. \[/

) Pealae awsmenad  anamncs s

*;( Y Y ) Oy \_‘\/’\/\(\\ NSNS | g.‘

S ow \JQ\L\ \"g)
'~ BF $Be=Mareh-1894 :

‘. _punnagine past ten days the drink-

ing water supplied our cilizens, hns

been an unclean-looking liquid, sonme
times looking like dirty brook-water,
but for the most part nppenring
something like woap-suds of varying
streagth.  This fact has awakened
much comment, and it is raid a phy-
gician  elaims the water is untit to
drink, being loaded with mineral
matter that will infallibly produce
caleuli in various orguns of the body
ifits use is continued. It has also
been churged and the truth of the
charge is believed by matty people,
that while the citizens are obliged to
use this Ruid, the breweries at the
west end have been supplied with the
_pure, sparkling and colorees water
' which the city had iormerly _enjoyed:

for many years, or ever since tlie
Portsmouth Aqueduct company had
fratutilized the springs at Fountain|
' ; '.Tlxe Jnumal lms endeavorud

€
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] f[r Yt "
L_l_l_md%-»l)m old water system wan l

!
/ that the breweren o Frormstied Hler

S are Talse, Comnmissioner Broushion
lal

| wasentirely shut off, ¢ midnight on

| sistants afterward took up the gates
| and several sections of the old pipe

ountain 4 14.
ek
SN SNy . L'-;LIJ

{ through the Di
| HOUeleg Hill. ﬁ.ténd VI.“P*? o Fowder
] O the truth of the above there cap |-
| §e no possible doubt, but t)e commis,j
‘sioners owe it to themselvey and the
‘people to make public g similar state.
. ‘ment over their signatures, for if thi |
verthed without by kmmhwlm', that | ‘ls “Ob' Sone there will stm romain il? |
:nill;tix:t ‘:'u;u:«l'u('t wiler hr(mglat mto f:z:bmézds o sofne' people n Buspidog:.
“tk'w; ,{”,”“ )_:}w“h()nmm'\‘m' LTI T some p&iegqumlsaxoners ‘musb have
supplied ””.(«m'}”"”}“‘ ronaree nod ! silence &ﬁd h ei&si{l o m&int&ining
. gh the same generyl ; put th,emselve:goex;: ll‘:({:zocl)‘(; ?efu:i"g )
put Td 1n the mat.-
+*\Whether the water ishealthy,or the
of water through its pipes and logs ‘ ):Eze:;;l'l:gtkgowbmn’ iy .therf’?'?s»not’
: 68t doubt that the gouree .
-its contamination «wil;l ;:ht%: :(;g rce‘c:if
+the trouble remedied, as goop as T;; |
work can be dene to' advantage, by "
that should be very soon. 86"36: i
5“?1"?‘}8’ cé::ﬂiiidgi. .
' will cease in g |
n8 to-beno nead |
‘the matter.

[ Decotb— Phe PEPOTL i st ment
from an independent supply . or that
they pet a different quabity  of woetar

from that furnistied thegonorad Publie i

Rlates, aod s statviment hns been

wholly discontinned, and thy RUppy

the EMh‘dny of September, 1893 |,
and Mr. George M. Aycrs and his ag. |

’1“hey then filled in the trench and
8ince that day no one in Portsmouth |
has been able to drink or une “n ‘(
water that did not come into the city
through the genera) main  or g())'

">-p3_13 August 1898 - While Dover people complain about. their

i i . y
drinking water, the watér—supplied this city from the Fountain Head

hatno better quality

is highly commended by traveliﬁg»men, who say t

is furnished in’iw@”f—NE'citi'és"t—Héy Visit. )
/V,./'/A/ e — I T T - .
v~ 17905 Severe drought in Portsmouth. _-On 6 july, the

Herald 7.--Jut

water commissioners voted to drive additional wells at the Fountain

Head
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HAVEN SPRING
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56. Qe et ¢

Now buried under the concrete apron of the former Pease AFB,

the Haven Spring was prime source of water for Portsmouth for

many vears.

See Wyman P. Boynton's thesis on Portsmouth water

supplies on the shelves of Portsmouth Athenaeum.

PJ 30 Jan 75 --

Tae Warer QuestioN.—The first inti-
mation (given through the Portsmouth
Journal last week) that our long suffering
{community was to have an increase in its
‘water supply, created much talk, and many
' congratulations were extended on all sides.

But let housekeepers remember that as we
are yet n good many weeks from that prom-
:ised millenium, when the excellent and
| abundant water from the Haven spring

will be ready to let on, it behooves them
to guage their daily uses of aqua to the
" strictest limits of economy ; allow none to
(-go to waste, utilize rain water and snow
. for home uses as far as possible, avoid
! everything which may make the present
- supply lower than it is. ~ The Aqaeduct
Company— and they ought to know—say,
that there is no possible danger of exhaust-
jon as long as retrenchment is the watch-
word ; so it rests with our people (if we
may parody a little)., .
To have or not to have !—that is the question:
Whether ’tis better to suffer

The pangs and torments of a giving out,
Or so take measures agalnst a host of troubles,

And by economy prevent?
We appeal then to all users of water to

' lend & helping voice and band in this
vital matter. Will you heed the appeal?
or do you prefer the terrible experiencés
which come through a water famine.

i
i

i




haven spring

2

We as a community are brought to that
‘pass where the waste of water will certain-
ly create the want of it, but with care on
the part of each inhabitant there need not
be felt the slightest alarm.
Regarding the Haven spring, which as
soon as the ground will permit, is to be
‘utilized for local use, there is this to say
|further : that it is of the coolest quality ,
 free from extraneous matter, being so clear
| that scarcely a speck is descérnable as one
" looks down to the bottom, which is com-
| posed of sand, gravel and stones, through
which the water is cont inually boiling up.
The Aqueduci Company opened in No-
vyember a spring measuring about 80x50,
and & basin about 60x30, and at that time
even though the spring was affected by

the j{drought it required twd6-inch pipes, |
each 12 feet long, in order to keep the wa- |,
ter do wn safficiently to permit the men to
| work, the water running at a tremendous
' rate all the time. Since then there has
| been o perceptible decrease in the amount
of water though there has been p fall of
ess than threetuches of Tain during the
'two intervening months, and thig. too,
‘notw ithstanding the water from the spring
hés an almost uninterrupted run into
|(Jreat Bay. :
' No doubt exists in the minds of those
vrho have examined or are in any way &c-
quainted witlt the Haven spring, as o the
quantity which it will yield, for it is believ-
od to be inextmustible ; and when the two
mains dre unjted that there will be & great

siufficiency of the sparkling beverage. At
any rate such |is the anticipation. The
_spring, acoording to the boundary, lies in
Porjsmou th,(not Newington as stated last
wpek) o fow rods off what ig. called Sher-
‘burtie ‘Road. - The farm on which the
spripg is located contains twenty acres.
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haven spring 3 56

Herald & December 1904 -

' ’-m&kmg the change however the

| Henceforth 1t will no fonger Be writ-
‘ten “Peverly Brook” on the books of
| the Pszrtsmouth Water. Company; (n-
ttud the . deslgnation “peyerly -
sprlngc" will be adoptod

'iis a more nearly oﬁm‘eot one,
he -main smxme of water for the
g station at that point Is two
.these furnishmg & constant

ft is Btated as one reason for the
chimge that the other sources of the|

;Pﬂﬁlmcuth water supply are known.
ing for instance, Haven]
_metain Head (Springs)

«,‘30 imme'mzely tolkm ing the

¥ . - F., B

Pverly S;xrings yll nsoon '
znpral use. - I

PH 10 Dec 1904

'I‘he \we of Peverly Bmo}( water for'
8 short time caused m:mx garious com- |
"'nh*{.b on the part ¢ thm.&e who dis- 5
.ﬂkm} #t. Others, however, elaimed that
It ’vms superior to the water of the
-H&yen Springs and there were many !
‘wh& did. fict real’ze the difference. |
ﬁe bis watﬁr was in use, a lady
e omce 0! one of the
d m an excawd man

PRSI

:t,h;e!"" ﬂJust N
pe epmired,”

iw he}ioyeﬂ. that the !
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haven spring 4 56.

Herald 5 March 1906 -
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~The board of weater ‘commissioners

_.a.t B meeting held on Saturday even- ' |
) i W%mmwm, nmmm mmy.mter comp&nies_ln_,v.

= 1 the sxates

4

"fmmmn S preﬁsed air 'from the engine and it I8

mﬁ 22 Mayor ‘Marvin, accom-| IVEYE ooy~ onefourthinch |
s : - = : ¢-to-the hottom of the wells.
: ompressed _alr ‘then lifts the
[’méer”mto two special standpipes,
ydﬁx reet high, which are con-

& by S N

nm., mlttai‘ nggcr_j!ltl&emén{ for._.@.
| number ‘of .weeks..and. the new. ma-.
»'gh’-_iner—y»wilﬁl be ready for use without

Following item is out of order

PJ 5 July 1902 -

'\ The following in the plan propored ‘could bs convertea into a storage|’
by the water commission in retation 1 ireoervjoxr with aon estimated capacity ';
.to the new water supply thatit demrm‘ goflfrom 1(?0,000’000 to 200,000,000 |'
(to obtain : } galions. . *
| The land that it is proposed to AC- ‘ I‘ 18 vot the iuteytbn of the com-|
'quire includes about thizty sacres, niission to tucn this waker ipto the|
owned by several pertons in the town\ supply pipes of the new system for |
‘of Newington. Through it runs what :‘0 distribution through the city, |
\lxu koown as Peverly brook, a troutj, b::!m atilise it for supplying the
\brook fed by aprings, sod into whicb || e of all the big industrial pétad- |
‘empty s dozen Or more otheg brooks,| mants, for which ite aoftpess ol |
'all ted by springs. The flow of Peverly | .qnotm,:m it mwh MM
'brook is estimsted to be between ‘ 'MM supply, althongh not 0 f
‘1000000 and 2,000,000 gallons & | * ' — e
\c}ay the year sround, and it rups jl 'l‘hm of m fo-the

'through a natural basin which, by the m}hmt ‘would .ﬁ; be great.

erection Ol an enily combmct,ed dam, | 0Ix wORG ool o
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Haven spring 5

crossed on ite’ way to the city by the

pipe leading trom the Jones pumpiog

;ut.ion in Newington to the Frank
ones company’s brewery, and the

Tone leading to the yard of the Boston

& Masine railroad, so it would bsa

nmpie.z‘nat.t.er to copnect with them. |

_——il— -

wharl of the railroad, where 8 good

deal of water is
the numMerous engines, and across the

| tance, and the pecessary piping could

| —us vO® FRUTORG YA to ube cOBl|,

used in the boilers of

ey

Noble's island bridge to the powerji
house oo the isiand is but & shory die-

ve laid at small expense.

The industrial establishments and
the railroad would be glad 1o get Lbis |
goft brook water for usee in their boil-
ers, and the Peverly brook scbem® ol
the commission ‘appesxs 10 be well |

considered and judicious and worthy
the careful oonsideration of the city
govemmetw and the taxpayers.
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LONG SWAMP - GREAT SWAMP

PJ 15 S -— i
ep 83 The watering place at Long Swamp, just beyond

the Plai i i
lainsis dry for the first time in the memory of the oldest

inhabitant.

PJ 12 July 1890

"ﬂhenu&mweofthclwnnowwsbw

fore the Board of Aldermen, for mu-

_nicipal control of the Aqueduct plant,

is ended. 1t embraced the hewrings

given_ail the ffth apd gighth of July-4

These have been all, both in numbers

and enthusiasm, that could be desired.

Qur citizens have thronged the coun-j,
_ ¢il chamber, and manifested the great-

est possible interest in the water ques-

tion. Fully cognizant of the 1mport-

ance of the presentation of their views
i before the board, in the most forcible
1 axulcogentiornx,theylxavc been rep-

regented by able counsel. Of theman-
' ner in which their wishies have been
" voiced, there can be bhut.one opinion:

Mesers. Frink and Emery have dis-
i charged the duly incumbent upon
them with the greatest intelligence and
acumen, Nor havo their effortslacked
the fullest measuve of public apprecia-
tion. They have not talked to empty
beuches,butlnmvelmenalwuysnséured
of a generous and sympathetic au-
dience.

The gentlemen from abroad, who
had been called upon for professional
investigation of the possibilitivs of &
new water system, by one of thealder-
dermen, attended at these henrings.
Fhey were the cofitractor and the en’
. gineer. The first was Mr. John T.

Lauogford; the second Mr. ffrank La

Fuller, both of Boston. At the ad-

journed meeting, held on Tuesday

3eveninglnst,thesoventhiustunt,nh&r
gome preliminary discussion had been

“had, respecting the coustruction to be

~ =
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: ‘-‘-pla.ced upon the severar cnarters, they |
- 'were introduced to the petitioners
_ pregent, and agked to report the re-
- st?lb at which they had arrived. They
- did s0; and the views given showed
.- that they were both of oue Inind.

. Mt. Fuller, the civil engineer, stated
~ that in coursé of the search for a sup-
- ply of water which he deemed ade-
‘ quate for the wants of Portsmouth,
his atfention hiad been attracted to
the land south-west of . the city,”
which he designated as “the Concord

1
{

8L 111 (‘..Qm"aé Ul LLIE Steas i avn o0 o v.l,bl
ply of Water which he decinerd m'u.--ll
. guate for the wants ol Portsmouth.
. ms attelmmféﬁrnﬂhi Cel o
._—f“'“'f;ffé—rdliﬂ' Gouth-west of the city
-~ which he designated s o (Concordt
Meadows,” This Corvitory s well
“known Lo out eitizens under s propi
although not puphonions e e
= Great Swamp. We proveed Loogne o
from Mr. Fuller’s report as follows "
The extent of the basin I IR LIRS
miles; its supply would be frout ram
fall, and include the water-shed thit
. 1 be tributary. Twelve inchies of
the fall could be made available, which
% e ~Nauld am to  470:000 gallous o

i

The soil undernantly . Lhis. Lract
y.anﬂ{)ﬁg@ddﬂnnhty»kw roe-
taining water. The water could beuti:
lized by collecting it in large wells,
and then pumping it into astand-pipe.
L& suitable place for which would bethe
- hill on the South Road, off Wibird st.
The dimensious of this pipe would bu
110 feet in height and 31 feet in diam-
eter, with & capacity of 700,000 gal-
jons. Thiswould give & ressure of
50 pounds on alevel, at the base of

e o e T

the stand-pipe.- As this is  higher
than the Cﬁ. generally, an effective
“pressure of 60 to 70 pounds could be
obtained, ** * * ‘1t is estimated
that it would take 2} miles of 18 inch
pipe to the gtand-pipe with 10, 8, and
-1nch pif ghrough t,ixemb_y. -On the

plans

n gli, 400 feet apart. Estimated

nydrants have been located, 820

$246,000.

‘gt Ol the gystem complete, about}

—
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@*—I‘P%n;;‘b—'&\-‘é-ﬁ&mgt‘a:ph contains the
- galient points in the report ot Mr. Ful-
_ ler, as vead to the petitioners (and
- others) assembled at the ud:oﬁrned
mmgi“"1\’e. know the character of
. @Great Swamp; where are the sources
from which he expects to draw the
water for Portsmouth? Thenature of
. this water may be with justice deemed
_~open to criticism. He refers to it
«igs of good quality, cool and pure,
. and nothing around.to contgminate
it.” How does heknow this; how far,
pray, has Mr. Fuller penetrated the
+ yecesses of Great Swamp, which is well
known as being practically inaccessible
.at this season of the year? It is a
'-'g‘m’xt earth sponge, permeated with
aurface water, drained from a large
tract of the surrounding country,
which embraces meadow and pasture |’
}and. Soch springs as originate in, or |
w through thisland, percolate natur- |-
Ty through & bog soil, saturated with {11
hrook drainage -~ through ‘various
rowths ofswamp vegetation, common '
hm*ﬁmnptl.é . Mr Fuller
has seen very little of “this, it
ut-Portsmouth men know |




-

great swamp -- 2 #129.

See Fountain Head for 3 October 91.

PJ 3 May §§%3; Portsmouth, Greenland & Exeter Electric RR finis
as far as the swamp across from the Country Club's grounds, Over-
head work not finished but tracks laid and graded. Cross if B&M

bridge will be difficult.

See Hayes Farm (82) for 28 Sept 1908 Swamp dried out

Gazette 30 June 1796- Downing's --about 60 acres- for sale
with a piece of Cedar Swamp and Salt Marsh. Now occupied by John
Hodgdon.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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SHERBURNE POND

See Brackett's pond.

PJ - 12 Aug 82 -- (This item may not be related to Sherburne
Pond) The pumping house and its contents belonging to the Agqueduc
mpany and located at Sherburne Spring, were burned on Sunday. The engine,
pumps and connections were ruined, and a rep of the company

went to Boston on Monday to purchase new apparatus.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.





