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MAJOR-GENERAL FITZ JOHN PORTER.

—.

Fitz John Porter. Brevet Brigadier-General in the
United States Ay, and Major-General of Volun-
teers in the War ol tae Rebellion, was born in Ports-
mounth. N. H., in 1522, Hewas the son of Captain
John Porter ol the United States Navy, and nephew
of Commodore David D). Porter of /Jssexr renown.
YVoung Porter received his initial instruction at the
school of Benjamin Hallowell, Alexandria, Va. His
i' education was continued at the well-known Phillips
i Academy, Exeter, N, H., and he prepared for the
Military Academy at West Point by a course of
study at the school of Stephen M. Weld at Jamaica
PPlains, Mass. He entered as acadet in the Military
Academy in 1841, and graduated eighth in a class
which numbered 123 and graduated 43 members.
This was in 1845, and Porter was at once cominis-
sioned Brevet Second Lieutenant, and attached to
the Fourth Artillery. During the summer of his
;_-;r.uluulivn he was selected for duty at West I’oint
as an assistant in the Department ot Artil-
lery and Cavalry, and engaged in instruct-
ing the cadets during encampment, und
was later sent to join his regiment at
Fortress Monroe,

In July, 1846, Lieutenant Porter joined
thearmy operating against Mexico, at Point
[sabel, Texas, and saw aclive service at
Saltillo, in the same year, In January,

1847. he embarked at Brazos and accompa-
nied General Scott's army., performing more
or less unnspicucms service during the siege
of Vera Cruz and the battles of Cerro Gordo,
Contreras, Molino del Rey. and at the s1ege
of Chapultepec and the capture of Mexico
At Contreras Porter's command recaptured
two guns belonging to his regiment which

had been taken at Buena Vista. General

Scott then mounted the company, and from

this time forward Porter Wwas o the flood

tide of success. At Vera Cruz lieutenant

Porter had the misfortune to lose his bro-

ther, Lieutenant David St Leon Porter, U,

i_ 8. A, who died of veilow fever, At the

last action during the war—the sanguinary

fight at the capture of the (Garita of Ia‘;ll\-“_‘..

porter was wounded while the other two

. officers of his company Were killed, and

twenty-seven out of thirty non-commis-
sioned officers and privates were killed or wound-
ed. For gallant and meritorious conduct at
Molino del Rey and the City of Mexico, Vorter

| court | yuth Athenaeum, ;B¢ ‘t"c\'t:tcd successively Captain and Major
L . I - 3 I\ KJL“.

) Ebt§mQIHIlhl'tm(H was assigned to duty at =

| — - West Point, where he remained until ;855 Here
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he occupied the positions, successively, of Assistant
Instructorof Natural and Experimental Philosophy,
Adjutant of the Military Academy, and, finally,
Instructor of Artillery and Cavalry. . [n 1836, he
wis  appointed  Assistant Adjutant-General, and
was assigned to the stafl of General Persifer I,
Smith, commanding in Kansas, and with whose
command he served during the Kansas troubles. In
18537, while on duty at the headquarters of the army
in New Yoak City, Porter was assigned to duty on
the staff of General Albert Sidney Johnston, and
accompanied that officer to Utah, enduring with
him the hardships and annoyances of that ever-
memorable campaign in the Rocky Mountains, and
of two years residence among the resentiul and
murderous Mormons. His private reports to (ien-
| eral Scott of the Mormon outrages were sent by the
. latter to the government, indorsed as follows in his

own hand-writing: **This is a private letter from

Johnston's Chief of Staff, but very interesting.

1 wish the Secretary of War may find time to read
and returnit. . . . This familiar letter, written
in the freedom of friendship, is full of information
l and encouragement, Asking the Secretary's indul-
! ' gence towards the capital soldier, the writer,—gal-
lant, intelligent and frank—the Department cannot
fail to profit by its perusal, and so may the Com-
mander of the Utah reinforcements '

WiNpEisLn Scorr,

In the antumn of 1860, Porter was assigned to
duty at tie hcadquarters of the army n New York
City as Assistant Inspector-General, in which
capacity, in November, lie inspected, by order of
the War Department. the defences of Charleston
Harbor, and recommended that they should be
‘ . strengthened and supplied with additional force,

ammunition and provisions, As a result of this
inspection and of Mijor Porter’s recommendations,
Major Robert Anderson was pl
Forts Monltrie, Sumter, ete

aced in command of
The secession of the Southern States now began,

and Major Porter was sent Lo Texas and to reinforce

. Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



the garrisons at Kev West and Dry Tortugas, a task

requiring great judgment, patience wnd tact. He

acguitted nmself to the satisfaction of his superior
i officers. and saved to the service a brave and useful
force of regular troops which wonld else have been
swallowed .“i' or erippled as all others were by the
Confederacy. [n Apiil, 1561, Porter was on duty
in the .\cl:iul;mL-I‘wnu:';il':-. office in Washington,
when he was chosen by the Secretary of War, Hon.
Simon Cameron, and by General Scott, to superin-
tend the protection of the railroad between Balti-
more and Harrisburg against Baltimore rioters For
this purpose he was directed to make use of tany
troops to be found in Harrisburg or thereabouts,'’
these being about zooo *ninety days' volunteers
and joo regulars from Carlisle Barracks. under
Major George I1. Thomas, liis exertions in carry-
ing out this important move were so_judicious and
energetic that he obtained through it the entire
confidence of Secretary Cameron and the Governor

- e ——

of Peunsylvania (Curtin) which was never after-
wards shaken. In a recent issue of 7he New Era
published at Lancaster, Pa., a detailed account of
| (General Porter's actions in this region was given
! by one who had been connected with the telegraph
' department of the army, and had full knowledge of
its movements. '

It was at this time that, having been shown tele-
grams from Hon, Frank P. Blair which had been

sent to Governor Curtin, and which asked for per-

mission to muster in troops for the protection of

Missouri, communications with Washington being
then interrupted, Porter took upon himself the re-

| sponsibility of replying to the telegrams in the
i name of the Secretary of \War, and oi giving the
! necessary authorization. This act was afterwards
| approved by the War Department and General
i Blair personally thanked him for the interposition

“which saved Missouri to the Union."
duties at this period inc
months

Porter's
luded the organizing three-
volunteers in Pennsylvania to protect the
country north of the Potomae, and for this purpose

he was assigned to the staff of General

Robert Patterson, then commanding the

Department in Pennsylvania. Many of the

organizations which he then effected after-

. wards became the nucleus of the selebrated
“Army of the Potomac.”  Until August,
1861, he served with this army in the fielq.
under General Patterson and his suece
General Banks. In  recognition of
services Major Porter wWas appointeq

ssor,
his
A , by

the Secretary of War, Colonel of the
Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouthfifiednith Infantry: and soon afterwarqs
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wias assigned to duty in Washington to
organize regiments into brigades and assign
taem to divisions,

Greneral PPorter was next assigned to Fort
Corcoran to relieve General William T,
Sherman, transferred to command in the
West. llere he organized a division which
soon obtained a high reputation as amodel
for the discipline and drill of its members.
In the spring of (862, General Porter was
assigned with nsdivision to Heintzelman's
corps, and ordered to the Peninsula, He
was appointed Governor of the siege of
Yorktown, and after the surrender of that
stronghold received, with the sanction of

the President. the command of the Fiftn

Army Corps, composed of his own division (sub-
sequently Morrell's) Svkes's division of regulars
and volunteers, and Hunt's reserve artillery and
subsequently McCall's division of Pennsylvania
—— volunteers,  With this corps he fought the bat-
tles of New Bridge, Hanover Court-house. Me-
chanicsville, Gaines's Mill, Turkey Bridge, and

Malvern. At Gaines's Mill it was reinforced by

Slocum’s division and the brigades of French and
Meagher, and

at Malvern by the brigades of Cald-
well, Meagher, and Siekles. For meritorious ser-
vices in this campaign (General Porter was, without
solicitation, breveted a4 Brigadier-General
regular army and appointed a Major-General of
Volunteers. From the Peninsula General Porter
was transferred with his corps to Northern Virginia,
While marching to Fort Monroe, whence he was to
embark for Aquia Creek. he was ordered to stop at
Williamsburg till all the army should pass him,
when he would become the rear-guard.  Becoming
reliably informed that 1ee was hastening to crush
Pope before hie conld be reinforced by the Army of
the Potomac, Porter assumed the responsibility and
continued his march, and thereby joined Pope at
least four days earlier than if he had complieq with

in the

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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orders. This deviation from orders was highly ap-
proved by the Commander of the Army of the
Potomac. e served under General Pope for several
days at the close of his remarkable campaign, fight-
ing under him the memorable second battle of Bull
Run.  He was then assigned to commuand on the
west bank of the Potomac in order to secure the de-
fences of Washington. his lines extending from Fort
Corcoran to Hunting Creek. The purpose of this
order having been achieved, General Porter was di-
rected to rejoin the Army of the Potomae, then under
the command of General MeClellan, moving against
Lee in Marviand. As aspecial proof of the confidence
placed in him, General Porter was directed by the
Secretary of War (Stanton) and the General-in-Chief
(Halleck) to select a division of 12,000 men from
among several divisions, and of a commander from
among twenty general officers, and add them to his
COTPS.

At Antietam General Porter commanded the centre
of the line of battle, with those troops not in action,
protecting the supply-trains of th
gathered behind it
other corps a large p

¢ whole army

He sent to the assistance of
art of his command not other-
wise employed in the battle.  He was prompt in fol-
lowing the enemy in his retreat into Virginia, and
with his corps alone fought the battles of Shepherds-
town, capturing four guns, two of which had been
lost at the first battle of Bull Run by one of the
brigade commanders, General Grifin,  Porter comn-
tinued in command of this corps
1862, when, without any re
was relieved in

until November,
ason being assigned, he
the presence of the enemy. This
was on November 12th, and General McClellan had
been removed from the command of the Army of the
Potomac on the sth.  Those in = position to know
attributed Porter's removal to his well-known friend-
ship for McClellan. Soon after his arrival in

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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Washington an order was issued from the War
Department  directing the formation of a Military

Commission to examine into charges which had been

preferred against him by General Pope.  This order
was afterwards revoked and a court-martial ordered.

Itis not our purpose to enter into any account of
General Porter's trial.  The unjust accusations and
the still more unjust decision of the court are known
to many; as is also his subsequent exoneration from

all the charges, by the Military Commission; the

change in belief of those who had opposed him: his

patient waiting for a restoration to the army; and

finally, the tardy justice which has come to him. As

a forcible exposition in a few words of his character,

we copy the bllowing from the journal previously

mentioned:  “Porter was a man of unquestioned

courage, undoubted ability, and exalted patriotism.

He was not a magnetic man in the sense of creating!
noisy enthusiasm in troops whenever he appeared,

but he was magnetic in attracting the absolute con-

fidence of all men under and around him. ‘I'e his
coolness and intrepidity in action was added a keen,

penetrating mind that enabled him to judge rapidly
and correctly.”’

In 1869, the Khedive of Egypt offered to General
Porter, the position of Commander of his army with
the rank of Major-General. This brilliant offer
Porter declined, preferring to remain in his own
country. e recommended for the position General
Charles . Stone, who accepted service in the Egyp-
tian army. General Porter has been Commissioner
of Public Works, and in 1884 was appointed one of
the Police Commissioners, which office he vacated in
May, 1888, when he was appointed Fire Commis-
sioner. This last position he vacated in May, 1889,
since when he has not held public office. He is
President of the Asphaltic Slag Paving and Roofing
Co., and President of The Society for Instruction in
First Aid to the Injured.

In addition to some original lines, the writer has
had the benefit of matter in his possession in pre-
paring the foregoing sketch, W. E. MI'rcHELL,

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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