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Fitz John Porter. Hren:t Hri~;Hlier-(~enernl in the 
l'nitecl Sl:1\es .\nny. and :\lnjor-t ~en1:rnl 01 \'oh111 -
tcers in the \\'ar 01 , !le Rehellion. was horn in l'orti;-
111o t1th. ~- 11. . in 1:-32. I le was the :-on of Captain 
John l'orter of the l 'nitt'cl Stat'-s );a\'y, aml 11epl11::w 
of Co111111odorc J);"·id n. Porter of ,~·sst'. · renow11. 
Young l'orter rccei\'cd his initial i11structio11 at the 
school of Bc11j:1111i11 llallowe ll, .\kxandria. \ 'a. llis 
education w:i:- ,·<111ti11ucd at the " ·cll-k11ow11 Phillips 
.\caclcmy. E:--der. );, JI .. :rnd he pn:pan:d for the 
:\lilitary .\t·:tde111y at \\'e:-t Point hy a course of 
s tudy a t the school of Stcpheu '.\I. \\'dd at Jamaica 
Plains, :\fass. Ile cnu.:rccl as :u:,1det i:1 th'-• :\lilitnry 
Acacle111y in 18-11, and grndual'-'<I eighth in a class 
which 1111ml,ere<i 13:; ancJ graduated -l.'i 111e111bt-rs. 
This was in 1<;.i,.=;. :111d l'orttr was al 011\.'t- co111111i;.­
sio11ccl Bre,·ct Second I .ie11te11:111l. and attached to 
the Fonrtlt .\1tillcry. J)11ri11ir the ;.11111111er of his 
,,r.1tl11atio11 he w.,s ;.elected for tint, at \\\:st Point 
;,_ :\ll assistant ill the ()cpartt11e11t ~( .\1 til-
(ery and <.::"•airy. am\ e n~aged in instru,· t -
ing the cnckts duri11g e11ca 111 p111e11t, .111d 
was later sent to join hii- regiment nt 

Fortrc;.s :\lonroc. 
!11 July, 18,i6, Lic11l1:na11t l't,1lt>r jllilll:tl 

then rn1yoperatingagaiusl :'llcxico. al l'uint 
fs:tbtl. Texas, and saw aclin ser\'iCc at 
Saltillo, in the same year. 111 Janu 1n·. 
18.t7. he c:111\>arkccl at Brazos and aCl'Olllp.a­
nicd Ge1wral Scott'sanny. pe1fo1 ming 111ore 
or· less conspic11ons !>en·icc dmi ug the siqi.e 
of \'er,l Crnz and the bnl~lu; of Cerro t ;onlo. 
Contrt'r:tS, :\lolino clc:l Re_, ancl at the siege 
of Chapulte:pec and Utt· c-apture of :\lexico 
Al Contreras Porter's co11111wnci recaptured 
two g1111s belonging to his rcp,iment \\'hiclt 
hac\ been taken at Buena \'ista. t~cnt:ral 
Scott then 111ou11tecl the comptmy, and fro111 
this time forward t'orter \\'as 01 th1· lloo.J 
ti<lc of success. At \'era Cn1.r, Lic11tena11t 
Porte1 hncl the misfortum· to lose;: his bro-
ther. Licutc11a11t l)a ,· tcl Sl. Li:011 l\,rter, l' . 
s. A ., who died of ycilow lever. At thc 
ltist actio11 during- the war-the;: sa11g11inary 
fight at the capture: oftlte c;arita of Bdcn­
l'orter was wounded while the other two 
officers of his company wc1e killed, and 
twenty-seven ont of thirty non-C(>1n111is­
sioned ol1iccrs ancl pri val11 s were k ii led 0r ,, ou nd­

ecl. For gallant and . llleritorious conduct at 
Molino del Rey a nd the City of l\lcxico, l'orter 
w;is ~Jr<;vcted s ucc·cs!>ively Crip~ain a11cl )Iajor. 
li~ 1S.1;,. :'llajor Porter was_ nss1g11cd to duty at c:::: 

J 
\\estlo1nt.whcreherenH!.llled11nt1l18-- 11 • 

- ---------------- . . ~..... ere 
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h1.: occ11 pi<:d th1: po:-itions, sm:ccssi,·cly, of .\ssi~lanl 
f11strm·torof. · 1t11ral a11d Experintl' ntal Philosophy , 
.\dj11ta11t nf the ::'lli litary .\ cailcmy. anti. fin,llly, 
l m,trndor of .\rtillery and C:n·a!ry. fn 1$56 , h~· 
was appointed .\ ssistanl .\tljutant-C:cnernl. am! 
was assignc<l to the stan of Ccnc:rnl l'crsifer F . 
Smith , co11111w11tli11g i11 Kans.ls, au<l with whose 
co111111n1Hl he: sern:d tluri 11g- the Kansas t rou b les. Ju 
1S:;7. whilf.' 011 duty at tht hecHhtnarters of the army 
in :S:e\\' Yo.ik City, Porter was as~ig-ncd to duty 0 11 
the s t aff of ( :c neral Albert Sidney Joh11s to 11. and 
acco111pa11icc\ that oflicer to t · tah , enduring with 
him the hardships a nd a nnoyances of that e ver­
m e morable ca111paig 11 in the Rock y ::'llountains, and 
of two yc-ars residence: among the resentful and 
1111rrdero11s ::'llormons. His pri\'ate reports to een­
<:ral Scott o f the ::'llor111011 outrag-cs we re sent liy the 
latter lo the govern me nt, indorscd as follows in hi:-. 
own hand-writing: ·•This is a priYate letter from 
Johnston 's Chief of Staff, hut very interesting. 
1 wish the Secretary o i \\"ar n1ay liud ti111e t o read 
and return it. . .. Tiiis familiar lette r , written 
in the frt"edom of friend:-.hip. is full o f information 
and e 11c-011rnge111~nt. .\ ski 11g- thc 81:cret.1ry's indul­
gence towards the capit a l i-ol<lier. the writer.-gal­
la nt. intell igen t and frank- the Department ca nnot 

• fail lo profit by i t s perusal. and so may the C'o111-
m a11clt-1 ,if the t·t ,,h 1cinforce111L·nts. ·· 

\\

0

1:-/l'JEl.ll St:OTT. 

111 the ant11111n of 1860. l'orte r was as:..i){11ed to 
duty at t i1e hcarlqua-ters of the army :11 ~cw York 
City a s Assistant lnspel't o r -Ceneral. in whic-h 
capacit y, in ~ovember. he inspected, hy order of 
the \\'ar l>cpartm enl. the deft-nces of Clwrlesto n 
H arbor. a nc\ rcl·om1ne1l(led that th ey sh , nil! be 
strengthened and supplied with additional force, 
a 111n11111 itio11 a nd p1m·isio11s J\s a n.-snlt of this 
inspection and oi ::'ll.1j,,r 1'111 ll·r·s rq' o n1111endatio ns, 
::'llajor Rohcrt :\ll(IL-1:-\111 \\:ts pl:H:ed in cum111a11d of 
Forts ::'lloultne, !-;umter. t t <: 

The St'cessio11 of the So11tht111 States 110w began, 
and ::'ll;1jo r l'ortcr was scn.t to Tc--=as and t o reinforce 
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lhl· ;!:in bnns at K1:~ \\·,·st a ncl J)r_y Torl11 gns, a tn:,,k 
r,·q1111 i11g ;.:a·al j11,l;.:111,·11l. 1>.1111:11<·-..· :.11<1 tact. J le 
al"q11ith-1l h1111:-1:lf to 1h,.- s.11isfac-ti1111 of h is superior 
ullil't•rs .. 111<1 ,-,l\·cd to th..: H ' I, ic-1..- a hran: and ust>ful 
fo1c1: of r,•.~ular tn,ups \\'hH·h would 1:bc h:wc been 
swallo11<·d up or cnpplt.:tl :i-. all oth1:r,- were hy lite 
Conf1:dc1:1c:-,·. 111 .\p1 ii, 1~t11, l'ortl:"r was 011 du t y 
in the . \ tl

0

j11tan t -Cemr:1l"s otli,·e i11 \ \"a,-hi11gto11, 
wh<'11 he was c ho:-<.:n h~ the Sccrl.'t ary of \ \":1r. 110 11 . 
Simon Ca11u.:ro11. :ind by c:c11eral Scoll, lo s11peri11-
t1:1Hl the !•rotet•tio11 ol the railroad bet ween Balti-
111on.: and I larrishurg- a~ai11st Bnlt imore rioters For 
t hi!> purpos\! h1: was ciir .... dctl to m ake m,e of "a11y 
t roop!-. to be fou nd i11 Tl all'isl,urg- 01 t hereabouts.·• 
these being about .woo '"11inel_\" days•· ,·ol 1111teers 
and .j<lo regulars fro111 Carlisle B,,rracks. under 
::'llajor ( ;eoq~c 11. Tho1n:1s. l I is i::xcrl ions i II carry­
ing out tl tis i111porta1,t 111ove \\'Cre so, j ud icious n11cl 
cncrgt.:Lic that he obtained through it the entire 
co111idence nf S..:,·re ln ry CAn1cro11 nncl the c;o ,·ernor 
of l'eunsylvan ia (Curtin) whid1 was ne,·er aft....r­
wards s liake n . In a recent is :me o f 'l7u· 1V,•u• Era 
p ublis hed at La ncaster. Pa., a detai led account o f 
C e ne rnl Po rte r 's actions in this regio n was g i\'e 11 
by 0~1e who had been connected with the telegraph 
depa rtment o f the a rm y, a nd had full k11owled~e o f 
i ts m oveme nts. 

It w as at this time that, ha ving been s hown t ele­
gram s t ro111 Hon. Frank I'. Blair w hich h ad been 
sent t.o CoYerno r Cu rtin , a nd whic h ask ed for per­
mission lo mus ter i11 troops for the protectio n o f 
:\l issouri . communicatio ns with \\"ashi11g t o 11 being 
t he n interrupted, Porter took upon hims<:lf t he r e­
spom,ibil ity of reply ing to the t elegrams in the 
nam e of the S<:crttary of \\"ar, and oi gi,·ing the 
necessary a utho rization. T h is act was afterwa rds 
nppro\'ed by the \Var Departmen t a nd General 
Blai r personally th j'\n kecl h i m for the inte rpositio n 
" which saved ;\lissouri to t he l"nion." Porter's 
duties at this period incl uded the organiz ing th ree­
months ,·olllnt <:ers in Pennsylvan ia t o protect the 
COllnlry norlh of the Potomac, .ind fo r t his p u rpose 

h<: was assigned to lhc stnfT of General 
l<nbert Patterson, then comm anding the 
Depart ment in Pc n nsylvani:i. l\ la ny of t h e 
organizations which he then effected after­
wards became the n ucleus of th e ~clebrated 
".\nny of the l'oto111Hc. ·• l" ntil August, 
1861, he sen·e<l with t h i,; a n ny in the field. 
under ( :eneral Patters<,11 and his :-.uc-ccssor, 
c:en eral Banks. In reccig-t:ition of h is 
scn·ices :\lnjor Porte, w.,s appoin ted, bv 
the 8ecrela1y of \\·a r . l'oloni:J of th·e 
Fifteenth Infantry, a 11ll soon afterwards 
1 lriga<l ie r-C ~ener:d of , . ol 1111 t ee rs, ''' h t• n he 
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was assig1:"' l to duty in \\"ashi nglou to 
orga11i1.c n:gimc:11 t,; inlu hrigacks a11cl assig-11 
l•ll'lll lo di,·isions. 

t ,1..·11e1 ,Ii l'ortc:r w:is 11e:-.:t assig-nccl lo Forl 
Cor1..·01a11 lo n:li",·e ( ;cuer:li \\" illiam T. 
Shl·n11a11. lram,fi:ned to co111111n11cl i11 the 
\\\•sl. l len: hl· u1~a11i1.1..•d a cli\'ision which 
suo11 11bt.1i11l•tl :1 high reputation as a mmlt:1 

for lhe discipline :111tl drill of its members. 
ln t hl· spring- o( 1 :--6~. < :e111 ml l'orler was 
as.,ig-nt·d ",th h1,-di\'isio11 lo J lci11lz._-J111n11·:-. 
co1 ,;s, ,1111I orcli:red to the l 'eninsula. I le 
was app11i11tetl Co,·ernor of the si<'ge of 
\"01 ktnw11, :ind afl..-1· th..: s11rrc11der of that 
st1·onghold recci,·cd, with the sa11ctio11 of 
th1..• 1'1c:s1<lt11t lhe co111111a1Hl of the Fift h 

• \ rmy Corps, com posed of h is ow11 cli ,·ision (s11 b­
sctpicut ly :\ lorrell's) Sykes's di, i:-ion of regulars 
a1:d \'Ol1111teen,. and I [1111t's rC'sen·e arlilleq· and 
s11bsc:q11e11tly :\LcCall's <li\'isio11 of l'c1111s_rh·ania 

- \"Olt1meers. \\"ilh this corps he fo11g-ht the hat-
ties of Xew Bridge, U.1110,•er Co111t-ho11se. :\Ie­

d1a11ics\'ille. (;aim·s·s :\1111. Turkey Hriclg<', a nd 
Mal\'ern . At (;ai11e::;'s 1'lill it wa.., reinforced by 
Slocum 's di,·isio11 ancl I he 1>1 i~acles of French and 

~lc-agh<:r, and al :\Ial\'c:rn hy the brigades of Cald­
wdl, 1'1cagher, and Sic klls. r-or 111eiitorio11s ser­
\'ices in this campaig-11 Ct:neral Porter \\'as. witl1out 
solicitation. bre,·etc.d a Urigadier-( ;,.11ernl i 11 the 
reg-u l;ir ar111y and appointed a :\lajor-Gcnernl of 
\"olun te~rs. From the 1'~11i11s11la <:e11ernl Porter 
was transferred with his corps to ~orthcrn \"irginia. 
\\"hilc marching lo Fo1t :\fonroe. whence h<. was to 
emlrn.1 k for .\quia t:n~<.·k, he was ordered lo stop at 
W illia1111:,burg till all the ar111y should pass him. 
wh en he would become the rc:11'-guartl. Hecomi11g 
reliably in formed that 1.~e w~1s haslt>ning lo cntsh 
Pope before he could be reinfo,cc.d h.\· the Army of 
the Potomac, Porter assumed the responsibility and 
continued his march, and thcrtby joined Pope at 
least four clays earlier than if he had co111plied with 
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orders. This ch:\'iatio11 frnm onh:rs was highly ap-
1,ro,·ed by the Co111n1a11<lcr of the .\ rn1y o f the 
l'oto111ac. I Le scn·c,I 11nrlcr (; l.'ncrnl Popl: for Sl.' \'Cntl 
days at th1• close of his remarkable c::unpaig-11. light­
ing- 1111der him thc 1111.•morahk Sl:1.·oml battle or Bull 
R1111. I le was thl:11 :1ssig11~l to vom111:111d 011 the 
west hank of the 1'11to111ac in onll.'r t o secure th1.: <lc­
fcnl·cs of \\'ashin~lon. his lines cxll:mling from Fort 
Coa·ornn tn l l1111tin i,:- Creek. The purpose 11f this 
order ha,·ing hccn n~hic,·c<I. Ct!m.:ral l'orter was di­
rected to rejoin t he A nuy of the Potomac, then 1111dcr 
thc com111:111<l .,f (:c111•ral :'llc-Clcll:1n, mo,·ing against 
L1.:c i11 ;\l a1·yl:t11cl. :\ s a spcdal proof of the 1·onficl1•11cc 
pl:u.:e<I in hi111. (:,•neml l'orl\:r was din.:ct<.d hy the 
Sc1.•rctary of \\'ar (Sta nton) ancl the <:e1wr:1l-i n-Chief 
(Iralle1·k) to :,;ek-ct a di,·ision of 12.000 111e11 from 
among sc,·cral di\'isioni;, aud of a commander fron1 
among twenty g-e111•rnl oni1.·crs, and add them to his 
corps . 

. \t .-\nli<::t:1111 <:cncral Port1•1· CH1n111amlc<I l111• t·1.·11tn.: 
of the line of hat tic, with those troops not i11 a1'lion. 
prote<·tiug- the supply-trains t>f the whole arn1y 
g-athcred heh ind it. Ill: sent lo llw :1ssista11ce of 
other corps a larg:c part of his eo111111n1HI not other­
wise employed in tl11 battle. lie was prompt in fol­
lowing the ~11e 111y in his rc•l reat into \ 'i1-g-ini;1. ancl 
with his corps alotw fought the battles of ShephenJs. 
town. cupturing four ~um;, two o f which hacl been 
lost at the first battle of Bull Run by one of tht.! 
brig-adc 1.:ci111111anllcrs, ( ;e11cral (; riffi11. Porter eo11-
ti1111ed in cmn111a11<1 of this corps 1111til ~ov<.:mber, 
1862. when , without a ny reason being assign<.:d. ht.: 

wns relic,·e<J i11 the presence of the etH::my. This 
was on ::--lo\'ember 12th, a11d C:eneral i\IcClellan had 
be1•11 remoYecl from the c:0111111,uHI of the :\ n ny o f the 
Potomac 011 the ,:;th. Those in ,, position to kno,, 
attributed Porter's relllnval lo his \\'Cl I-known friend­
sh ip for :'\lcClellan. Soon after his arri,·al in 
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\\·:1sh ingto 11 nn order wus issued from the \\·a r 
l>ep:~rt111e11t <lire,·ting- the forlll:1tio11 of a ~Jilitary 
Co111111ission to examine into 1.:harges which had bec>n 
pre ferred against him by Cl!n<.:ral l'opl'. This o rder 
was afte rwards reYokecl and a co11rt-111artia l o rdered. 
ll is unt ou r pu r pose l o enter in to a n~· accou nt o f 
C <.: ne rnl l'o rter·s trial. The unjus t accusatio 11s and 
the s till m ore unjus t dc:cisio 11 of t1H: cou rt :ire k11o w11 
to m any: as is ,,lso his s11lnwq11e11t exone ratio 11 fro m 
all t h~ ch:irg-es, by the ::'II ii itary Com mission : t he 
d rnnge in belief of those who had opposPd hilll : his 
patient wailing li ,r a restornlion to the an11y ; and 
fi na lly , the tardy j ns t ice which has con1e to h im. A s 
a forcible c.-.;position in a few words of his ch a rnct er , 
we copy t he following fro lll the journal pre, ·ious ly 
lll\'ntioncd : " Porter w as a 111an of unquesticmed 
courage, undoubll'd abil ity, and exaltc<l patriolis111. 
Jl~ was not a_ mag!'<.:tic man in the sense of creating- • 
1101sy e11thusiaslll 111 troops whe11eYer he appeared . 
hut he was mag nc:l ic in :1tt racling the absolute co11-
fitle11ce of :\I I m en u 11tle r a nti arcnlll<l him . T o his 
coolness am\ intrepidity in act ion was :\clc\ed ,l keen , 
penetrating mind th:it cnahlecl h im to judge rapidly 
and correcth ·. " 

lit 1869; t·h e Khcdi \' (; o f Egypt offl' rcd t o ( ;c,11c ral 
Porte r, the position of '2om 11H111der o f h is a rm, . w ith 
the rank of :\l ajor-Ceueral. This brilliant offe r 
Porter declined, p referring to remain in his own 
country. Ile recommemled for the position (; ene ra\ 
Charles P. Stone, who nceeptcd servi1·c in t he Eg·yp­
tian an1n ·. Genera l Porter has been Commissioner 
of Public \ Vorks, a nd in 188,i was appointetl one of 
the .Police Co111111issionei·s, which offi<'e he vacated in 
l\!ay, 1888, wh en h e was appQintetl F ire Commis­
s!oner. T h is last position h e Yacated in 1\Iay, 1889, 
sine~ \Yhe n he has not held publit· o ffice. H e i s 
President of the As phaltic S lag Pavin•T a nd Roofin o­
Co., and P res ide nt of Tho Rocie ty for., Tnstrnction i~ 
F irst Aid to the lnjurcd. 

In addition to som e orig inal lines, the write r has 
had the 'benefit of matter in h is possession in pre-
paring the foregoing s ketch . W. E. M l T CHEJ,r,. 
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GES£RAL GRANT'S PLEA •·on Fm~-Jons 
PoRTE.R. The following important letters 
ba,e been 1·cceivecl by Gen'! U. S. Gmnt, nncl 
nre now for the first time pnblisbecl : 

M AliMCllllSE'l'TS L-.;STJTUTE OF 'l'F.cITT<OLO<lY, } 
· Doston, Nov. 27, 1~82. 

Central U. S. Grant, Ne10 }'or/; : Gonol'lll-1 
have the honor, on bebnlf of somo of your t_o rmer 
•oldiors, to enclose a note c,:pressi\·e of their sen­
timents respecting your r eccn4 nrticlo in Ibo NorlA 

American. Rruiew. 
No circulation hna bcon given to this noto with n 

•dew to securing siirnntures. It is writtc;1 nml 
sont only as a. spontaneous uttornnce of hearty 
thanks for your justice nm! cour<1~c in dofcmling 
an unfortuonto, but honoro.blo nod gnllnnt soldier. 

Very respectfully yours, 
FnANOt:-1 A. '\\' AL1.0'm. 

BOSTON, No\'. 27, 1882. 
General U. S . Gra11/, Keto }"ork: Gooornl-Tho 

undersigned, onco soldiers under your commno<l, 
desire to express their hearty and grateful thnnks 
for :;our recent pnpcr in vindlcntion of Goncrnl 
Fllz-Jobu Porter. 

Thoy feel than no net, whether of vnlor or of policy• 
..-blch bas marketl your gre•t career, should briug 
you more honor tho.n the moral coumgo and tho •Plrit 
of fairness nnd Justico oxhibllcd in this defenco of a 
sn.Haut Union soldier, condemned on insufficient or 
ml•takeo cvi1leuce. 

Respectfully yours, 
Turoooru: Lnr.<ll. 
S.w'L M. Qtm<CY. 
CILI.Ilu:s F. AD~o;, Ju. 
H1nntv P. IlUJ;SELL 
STEPUE.', :u. WF.LD. 

FRA.'<OIS A. W Al.KER. 

BEXRY L. HJGOINSOX. 

Cn.'l\Ll!S P. RonTOx. 
SA>roEL A. Gn£E!I. 
J. EIEXRY SLEEPEll. 

R. S. Jl[JLTOX. 

A. P. J\IA11TJN. 

The following importnnt l etter from Genernl 
ALFnED H. T~:m1Y, U. S. A., hns been received 
by Genernl U. S. Gll...\~T : 

FORT SXF.LLJ'.NG, ll!inu., Novembor .'0, 1882. 
J)E•n Gl:.'<JillAL: Will you permit mo to eiq,. 

you the very great grn.tllicnlion n·ith which I IJn,. ( ... .• 
your articlo in tho 1\0rt/J. .American Revle1u P Dc:11ing, us 
it does, with only tho (,'TC/It cssc111fal poiuts of Porter's 
C4Se, and brushing aside ns unworthy of serious notico 
nil the petty sopldstries with which bl~ opponents hn1·c 
sonsht to coofuso the public mind, it seems to me f hnl 
it must carry co111·ic!iou to every fair, uuprcJudiccd 
mno. 

Tho questions iovolve,l in Porter's case nro, of 
courso, parlly legal an,\ partly military. Long ngo tho 
best legal nutborit~· or lbo co\lntry-euch moons 13. R. 
Curtis. Charlos o·cono,· an,1 Dnniel Lor1l--<lcclt1rc1l 
that tho ruleft oflnw wore vlolnle(\ by lho co,wicliou or 
\?art.cl', c,·cn u \.be C."'\SO stood ,le.tore tbo co\n't..•mllrl\n\ ~ 
ant\ now thl\t tbo \l\51bc•t m\llto.ry antborll)' or u,c 
nt\l\on hl\Fi l)tonounccd \n \\\JI fn:vor \\\)On lho m\\\ta.l'y 
C\U.~l\on~. wll.M, \a lhoro \c{t fo,= llio Govorn1ncnt. n.nt\ 
tb.o TU!Ol)lo \..o do exct.-pt. \o \\t\1!,\.(m to mt\'ku sncb 1'C\"ln.~· 
a.t\on n.s tnt\)' yet. \)e llOH\.b\o foT the wrong wb\cb has 
OO~n. i\ono1 

M l)CT\ut.p11 }'O\l m'l\'S' "now. l once, Uko yonTi'.cU, b e. 
Uove<l l'orter to bo ~ullty. l. \>cllov0<\ tbnt \10 1,1id com• 
m\t.led B, CThno ffO \t['Ct\t \\\a\, mel'O bunit\u \o.w CO\\}\\ 

pro"hl.o no t\dcqua.\.o. 1.1un\Khmcnt for it. nut. wllcu U 
beca.mc m}' clu\.y lo cxn.m\no \n\o tho caso co:rcf\.\\\-y 1.. 
tonne\ \bat. I \uul QtOSMly c.rro.a.. l found l\u\l h\~\..c.a.'1 ot 
be\ng n. cr\m.lna\ ho wa.i, f\a"'ln1\.T\Yt'. 

So bclievlns, it Is" ROlltto ol very grent entiRfnctlon 
to mo tbo.t 1 hnva borno some email pnrt in bis vlnulcn­
tloo . 

Loolling bnelt over lbo yen.rs thn.t l1ovo cltq,sed since 
1 entore,I ll,o ml\\taey •crvlec, l tloO. notll\011 thnt «tvos 
mo so mucb 1?lco.suro tlij tbo fn.ct. lha.t. l lt"-VO bt\d t:1oma 
1>nrt In tho.I vln<l\el\tion, anu 1 c.~n think of nothing In 
\hetnturo which .. ould bo Ro grMoful to mon• lo bo nbln 
to Uo eo1n<!lhing to.ore i.n bcba.tfofono who llo.e Rufforctl 
10 gr\c.voutt\y l\nd eo unjustly. ,Vbno 1 fool t.lius. you 
ma, imfl.gino tho gro.ttncn.tiou wltll wllicl1 I th.u.\ t.ho.t 
tbo op\n\on wh1eh l now entOt"t.o.io, thnt. whn.t. l boliovo 
to 'be t.11e cnu1:10 of hl\t.h. oc r\3ht, nnd or J\1sUcc, ls Ro 
at'rong\y @\tlll)Orlc.il by YOllTKClC~ and y01.1 wn\ }>t\tdon 
mo, l am 1mra, for OX\lttftRlug t.o you ruy fc.clink(a. 

Vory Kinccro\y ~nd respcct.fu\\y, 

ALFRE.D B. TEnnv. 
Gencrn\ U. S. GnA~,., Now York. 
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obs truc ted by uni)' 200 wauons ;111d in 11iue hours had 
.:, ' 

no t gone twic<.: the l<.:ngth of th<.: d i\·ision front from 
where he sta rted. Thc.; part of this command to which 
Captain Duryea udong<:d !<.:ft \\.arre n ton by daylig ht, 
and was en<ra<red until midn i1rht in nnrchin n· three o r .--., ~ ~ ' ~ 

four miles. The troops wc.;r e obliged to halt cveq ten 
o r fifteen minutes. The comma nds o f K earney and 
R e no r<·ached Bristoe about the same time that P o rte r 
d id, althoug h they had marched o nly four miles, a 11cl 
~ad been o rde red, as P o pe cxprcssc-:d it to K earn~)', 
Ill language o f oriental fe rvor, "at the very earlzc5I 
blush o.f dawll," to push forward with all speed, so as 
to "bag· Lite w/2ole crowd." Yet P orter's a lleged delay, 
\~hich in reality was no d e lay at all, was a willful viola­
tion o f onlcrs, because to o ne o f Pope's staff officers 
he looked as if he w as a t raitor! And the Court­

martia l lis te ned to s uch contemptible no nsense, and 

conc.lcmncJ a gallant a nd faithful soldie r. 
Port<:r g ave his troo ps two hours o f needed rc5r, 

a nd reached his destinatio n as soon as he could have 
reached it if he had started carlic r. The most effective 
part of his marc h must have been made afte r daylight, 
in either case ; but in the o ne his troops were in con­
ditio n for furthe r service, and in the other they would 
have bee n useless. As it was, he arrived at Briscoe . . . d 
11~ time for every purpose for which Pope require 
h~m. The two hours delay in s ta rting made no 
d~ffe re nce. to Pope whatever. Porte r was at hand (or 

~tsposal as Pope saw fit. Pope had "much conver~a· 
t10 ' ' · I • J n t · n wit 1 him that mornino- a nd made no comp at 

f I l'>' 0 t 1e delay-" said nothino- about obeyino- or diso-
beyin " 1.-1 l:> l:> • fi d . g. • 1 e afterwa rds expressed himself as satis e 
with Port , h · j·tl er s w ole con cl uct, excepting o ne t n v ' 
matte;r whicl 1 . . 

• 1 eve n t 1e Court-martial ig no red. 
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p 1 110 
plans or disposition of his fo rces, 

l
· cr ope fmac e I at he would have made if the delay 

c 111e rc nt rom w1 · I d 
I <l 

. 
1 

H e said that the necessity 1a 
1a not occun ec • • J • h t he was makin cr wast 1e wit -
passed The movemen ,,, f I 

· • • .
11 

the most fatal error o t 1at 
drawal from Gaincsvt e,d 

I 
soon obli cred to coun-

1 f 
an 1c was ::, 

o ng series o errors, ' t be cashiered for the 
t l . If , ybody was o 
ermanc 1t. at t da ,, it should have been Pope, 

fa lse move ments of rba ) 

not Porter. f the summons, Pope bad no 
D · I urcrency O · d esp1te t 1e ~ crot him. The latter rema111e 

use for Porter after. he da and night of the twenty­
a t Briscoe the e nti~e ~ clay, he sent to Pope for 
eig h th. Twice clun~g ~ ~e answer, "Tell him to stay 
orders, and twice receive \ he will be sent for. '' It was 
whe re he is; whe n wantec . the mornino- of the 29th, 

. 'clock in b 

not until about s ix O ve 
that he received orders to. 

010 

1
Juct throughout these 

In judging of Por~er s :o~ the rule which. resu_l~s 
b ar in min s in mtl1-

events we must e f circumstance 
' • · er nature O cl is so well 

from the ever-vai Y111
~ b Napoleon, an ·. •~An 

tary affairs. It is stated y maxim- He say: .. 
I become a · h 1 it 1s a1ven 

settled as to 1ave . b dience onlv w et tb the 
. ass1ve o-e~ /' I spot, a 

order requires ~ .:.-:---5ent on t 1e . . ti I - . ho is pre penor is 1en 
by a superior w . •r As the su b' 

1 e cr1vcs 1 · listen to o ~ec-1 
mome nt when 1 ::, f affa irs. he can . to the 
r · I ti c state o Janations ,amiliar wit 1 1 ecessary exp 
. d ke the n d ,, ) t1ons, a n ma he or er. f the 
ffi h 

. to execute t f. the absence o 
o cer w o is , chat, in - . . rea-

l t follows therefore, \istified in us1n~ a . \ 
. ffi er is always J . ·tances will ad1111t , 

supe nor, a n o c rar as c1rcums I order . As 1, ···t oft1e , , 
sonable d iscret1°11 • • ·th the sp111 

n,pl) WI 
he is expected to co ·ts le tter. 

I veto 1 
but he is not a s a 
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Porter used his discretion in Lhis instance, rig hl­
fully and reasonably. JI is "'disobc:c.J ience" consists 
solely in his not <loin cr an im1)ossiblc act for a useless r, 
purpose. 

On this head, \\"e may juslly conclude : 

f t-irst. That it was absolute ly impossible fo r 
Porter to obey the o rde r literally. 

~econd. It being so, he had a right to use his dis-
cretio n as to the ma nne r in which he could best fulfill 
the inte ntion of his comma nc.l c r. 

Third. He used that discretion reasonably and 
e fficien ti y. 

Foztrt/2. His action whether rio-ht or \\"rong, , .::, 

prov<::d to be o f no earthly imponancc. 

There was no thincr in Porter's conduc t in this . .::, . 
rns tance, to base charges upon, a nd nothing descrv1'.1g 
the name of evidence, upon which to found a con vic­
tio n. B u t a Court which could find the fact o f a 
retreat when Lhe r<:: was no retreat and no evide nce of 
any, could a s easi ly find the fact o f disobedience, when 
there was no disobedie nce and no evide nce of an)'­

It is but fair to ass ume that this charcre relatine- to the ,..., ~ 

28th of August, was e ntire ly an a fte rtho ug ht-a make­
wcight- a nd would never have been heard of, but 
:
0 r the occurre nces of the succecling clay, and Pope's 

ing lorio us failure. 

As the charges o f disobedie nce o f orders a nd 
" sh f ( I c ame ul behavior" on tha t clay, g row out o t 1 

san,e events, a nd are closely inte rwoven, we will treat 
of the m t I . 1 I JJ rrer oget 1er. By knowi n<Y exact y w 1at o 
was able l d O 

J thcr 
6 . 0 o, and what he did we can jud<Ye w 1e 

e <l1sobeycd . . , ".::. 
o , committed any "shame ful act. 

I 
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T II •~ 2 9TH OF A UGUST. E,·E~TS OF .. 

b r . the Court-martial that he feared 
Pope swore c101 c d 

at any moment, and expecte 
the arri ,·al of LongStreet f of the 2 gth, (and 
. . 1 • o- the a ternoon 
it Cl'rLalll/y c unn::, 1 1 Id have expected 
I son why 1e s 1ou 

t 1ere was e,·ery rea d ·s which he issued to 
. 1 · ) . t in the or ei d 
rt ear ,er ; ) e , ck in the morning of that ay, 
Porter about ten ° ~lo . that the whole force of 
I Tl . d1cat1011s are 
lC says : " 1e in c . I . direction at a pace that 
I . vin o- , n t 11s , . /. / 

t 1_e e nemy 1s mo .::, (Centerville) by to-mo1-row nigtt \ 
wrl l brino- them here 

.::, 

o,, uext da,,." . 1 -5 
Report to the Committee 

. p tat ·d in 11 b 
Agatn, o )e 5 ,,, r (and he has sworn to s u -

f the a ' f I h on the Cone uct O • · 1 t about su~~t ~ 2 9t , 
th1ncr) t 1a -- h I stantially the same O '. t's force began to reac t 1e 

f L ono·stt ee • -- I k . ti e the main body o -~- ,. \lp to five--O'c oc · 111 1 

field• that h~ is ~ ,vh~• fron~siderab}e force 
, ---- . had rn rs ,, he is "very 

a fte rnoon, P orte1 - ••believed then, as ack 
of the enemy; mat ~ p 7er miaht ha,·e t~rnecl/

1 
I~ 

" . l that o1 o ~10-ht o c oc'" 
sure a ftenvarc.s, . d his rear, up toe o bilit, 
son's J]ank and attach.J~-ck;on could, b)' anydpo~:o- ti~ 
· · before a d that un i:>-
1 n the evening, . , ntl reenforce ; f th~ 30th, 
have been sufficie y cl until noon ° • • 

f the ?9th, an - L e was a rrrvtng 
whole night o - . army under e - . o=-rrom 

f the main then com1n~ 
the advance o. - fresh forces even . that Lee was 1 
on the field, w1Ll~1er words, Pope_ cla1ni1;a a little over ' 
the G ap. In o:,s behind time, in g~·ebcl on the field, 
twenty-four !tott l t there was not a . few then ; yet , 

• .1 . and t 1a 
I 

nd ve1 y . ~ 
ntne m1 es, ntil nig 1t, a I ext morning, • J cl·son, ll 1 arly t 1e n 
excepting a °'. . I-fallec ;:, e . 1 here yt.!ster• 
we find him wnt1ng t~ a ht a terrific bat t e b" h lasted 

"VJe 10LI::, 1 emy w 1c 
August 30th: 1,;.,t!d fo1'ces of t 1e en . ' . <lark." 
day with the co11t~f111_edf-::,~ 111 daylig ht until afte1 
;;th continuous u1 y 
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How these a nd manr connicting stateme nts of 
Pope's arc to be reconcil~d, can be known only when 
the Recordino- Ancre l exhibits and eXJ)la ins the com-

~ ~ I . 
plicated entries which must have resulted from t 115 

campaign. Pope himself d ecl ined the opportuni ty for 
explana tion when he was invited to testify before the 
Board of Officers. A ll of those statements cannot 
truly indicate what Pope believed. The <]UCStion 
arises, did he intend to deceive his subordinate a t the 
time, anctthereby entrapliTin into a fals<' movement 
which would cover his o wn delinquencies in case of 
failure, or did he afterwards intend to dece ive the 
public a nd the Court, a nd thereby secure the condem­
nation of tha t subordinate when on trial for his life, , 
after Pope's failure was complete? I t is difficult to 
decide which is the more charitable view to rake 
of such contradictio ns. I am disposed to conclude 
that Pope rea lly did be lieve what he said in his order, 
and did not believe what he said a fte rwards, though 
when he knew Longstreet had possession of the G ap 
the nig ht before, it is hard to see how he could sup­
pose that the latter would be from thirty to forty-eight 
hours in marching fifteen miles, to Cente rvilJe. On 
the other hand, it is almost equally ha rd to understand 
how he could expect Longstreet to be from the nig ht 
of the 28th till the afternoon of the 29th in marching 
nine miles to Jackson's position. It is a puzzle in 
e ither view. Pope's ideas of the rebe l movements 
throughout, were so e rratic, that it is doubtful if he 
had at any time a clear d iscernment of what he really 
did think. His was a case of "mournful obstinacy in 
seeing things not as they were, but as he thoug ht it to 
~c:; inte rest they should be." -i, His e rroneous belief 

• <Jun1,·c llm~, T.it:ny .,n,t \\ atcrlou. Uor,cy Ga1dner. 
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OPERATIONS OF~~ 
This m . AUGUST 29T H 

i!ltereo,t, vi~'\~ •~. ~om piled from maps cont . . . Sons N · \· he Army under l'o ,. " :uned in two work· 
1
1ll Gen;ral ct ork, nnd ,. The Ar I c, ly :llr. J ohn C Rop s of the highest excellence :l ·-

. :ll y tha:r~e II. Gordon, puhlis~&I t jirginin fro.;. Cec~; ; ~~}blishe~ by Ch:,rlcs Sc_ri~?c~)' 
kindnes\ in s a~e. due to l\lr. Ro e Y Juughton, Os ood ount:11n to Alc~nndri:t, 
for this pur\:~;;111111~ the use of th~ir\i~;;cr~l,

1 
G_ordon n~d Cl~~-fescS;p~ny,, 8 0~1011. r their • • • 1e1r permission w:, • ~• ncr s Sons, ,or Jcl)' 

• 5 specially given to 111e , o 
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cert . I a in Y furnished a very bad omen for the operations 

of that clay. 

I 
During the nig ht of the 28th, believino- that K,·n 

1ad · .. ;-, g rnterccptcd Jackson's retreat, Pope ordered the 
whole army to begin the purs uit at daylig ht the next 

1110rning. But this pursuit seems ro ha ,·c been by 
a sort of inve rse movement, for he ordered the com . 
l11ands of H ooke r and Porter to march to Centerville 
the farthest point in the rear yet reached, expcctin~ 
them to fall in behind Kearney who was to advance 

at an earlie r hour directly down the turnpike. Porte r 
tas at Bristoe s tatio n where we left him, and had 

1~ been ordered to march towards Groveton by the 
S udley Springs road, he woul<l have saved about 
t~n miles of distance a nd a corresponding le ng th o f 
t1111e. \\Then he received the order, about s ix o'clock 
in the mo rnin ()' it was evident to him from the loca-

. ~· tion o f the battle of the previous night, and from the 
cannonade a lreadv in progress that morn ing, tha t 
the ene my were ~ear Groveton and fa r from Cen ­
terv ille. Thouah he realized the e rror, he obeyed 

~ promptly, a nd had gone two miles and a half beyond 
Manassas, when he received the us ual countermand 
by a n orde r, firs t oral and afterwards in writing. as 

follows: 
H £AD-QUARTERS A R~I v OF VrnGJNJA, 

Centc1'Vil!e Auaust 29. 1862 . 
. Pus h forward with your corps a;d _King'.s d ivis io n, 

which you will take with you, upon Gainesville. I _am 
follow ing the enemy down the vVarn::nton turnpike. 
Be expeditious o r we will Jose much. J onN PorE, 

M ajor-General comma nding. 

Major-General PoRTER. 
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In view of all these circumstances. Porter very 
properly recalled the order. To have clone othcnviS..; 
would have been littlc: betu..: r than usc:lcss murde r. l le 
would not have been justified in attacking- even by 
daylight, \\"ith the knowledge that he had, which he 
knew his commander had not. The order ,ras based 
upon pre-mises wholly false. Pope still labored under 
the hallucination, \\'hich lasted far into the following 
day, that he was fighting Jackson a lone, and that J ack, 

. . . s 
son was anxious to retreat. H e nce a ll his disposition 
were e rroneous. 

The s ituation on the 29th of /\ugust may be repre, 

sented approximately thus: 

\.\!hat Pope assume d it to b<:-•::-

PllPE, 33,000 men. 

\i\That it actual ly was - -

---

It will be seen at a a-lance how e rroneous Pope's 
!<leas were, how d ifficult :as Porte r's pos itio n, and h0

"' 

impossible of execution was the "4.30 Order." 
-----------------------

• Non: TO s . • 1 aiven 
me cred·t f, •sco~o Eo1TJON .- General Grant has pubhc Yo . n 
of his a:licfr ·the assistance afforded by this work, in the preparauo 

e in lhe N orth American Re1.1iew for December, r882· 
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een hcid by Pope and by the J udge,Advo-
I t h;1s b . 1 I Porte1· should have 

f h Court,mart1a , t mt 
catc o t e - hi·s front :- Pope says: . force was 111 
attacked whatevet . so 000 of the enemy;" 

\ l vere 5 ooo 0 1 , 
" Vhcther t 1ere ' 'h Confederacy was in front 

h le Sout ern . k 
even if " the w O • be , an order to attack tn flan · 
of him." And this, to oil detachment already outnum-

osed sma f d. and rear a supp . . . hardly worthy o 1scuss, 
bered ! This propos1t1on tse 'may be misled by it, I 

~ soine on l ' 
ion. But for ear ' consideration. r apo eons 

. · moments · b d" nee will O'ive 1t a . o-ard to passive o e ie ' 
_::::. d , quoted in re::, . 

maxim al rea ) . er our Jlldo·ment. 
is the best o-uide in formtn_;:, s a t" o1~ler from his corn, 

~ receive ' 
\Vhere an officer ll resent and cognizant of the 

· rsona Y P b h vever 
mander who 1s pe di . his d uty to O ey, 

0
' . 

s ituation, it is undoubte ) r mistaken the undertaking 
reckless o but it may be a 

dangerous or even ~ he cannot know •fi e for 
may appear to hit11 ; or I ich requires his sacn c . 

_ I plan w 1 The same 1s 
par t of a gene1.1 s•,cino- advantage. d the com-

d compen « 0 
• ce an 

some great an d' te is at a d1stan 'd f the cir, 
I ubor ina k vle ,:re o 

true when tie s . . ,ith a full ' 110' . 
0 cl joforma, 

. the orcte1' " I ·ccc1 ve 
mandc r g ives ·t after he 1as 

1 
• l }-looker at 

or repeats I se wit 1 
cumstances, 

1
_
1 

. last was the ca I of August. 
. f I m 11s the ... ot 1 t1on o t 1e · d porter on ., ke an attack 

. I buro- an . I to ma 
Fred en c {S :::,' • d by BurnSic e H Jef t his com-
Hooker was ~rdde1ed ,,11d hopeless. , teed aCYainst such 

· ll I o-c ... tra o 
which ,\las I ,JL o "de and rcrnons i·epeated, and 

1 t Burns1 , ·<le•· was 
mand, soug 1 iit- The 0

1 
. I umor. in speak> 

0 veme · I arim 1 
a desperate m_ d J-{e says wit 1 o I had lost as many 
H ooker attacke, ·. " finding that 1 se I suspended 
in o- of the resu t. uired me to o ' 

:::, , orders req 
men as 111) b 1. ,,ed the enemy 

k ,, p Je e 1e 
the attac • h f August, 0 1 h officers at the 

0 n che 3ot o porter and the ot er 
were tn retreat. 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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