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FORT McCLARY

Fort McClary is in Kittery, which was the first organized town in

Maine, incorporated by an act of the General Court under the Gorges

Province November 20, 1647. Kittery is bounded on the

Kittery  northwest by Eliot, on the north by Eliot and York, south-

west and south by the Piscataqua River and its harbor, and

southeast by the sea. The town contains nearly 7,347 acres of land.

The Isles of Shoals, which lie about nine miles south of Kittery Point,
are divided by the line between Maine and New Hampshire.

Kittery forms the extreme southwestern part of York County, and

of Maine. It originally comprised, besides its present territory. that of
Eliot, Berwick, South Berwick and North Berwick.

This old town by the sea is a place of lasting interest to the historian,
of fascinating charm to the seeker after romance and ever holds the
lover of nature to her heart. More than three centuries ago the ad-
venturers and traders began their pilgrimages to her coast. Scores of
great pioneers famous in the old days, lived here by the sounding sea.
Their deeds are written in fadeless letters; they faced with courag:e the
bitter opposition of nature; they met and conquered their enemies and
by their integrity, courage and vision they established civilization in
Maine and gave to the republic a state whose sons and daughters have
contributed their full share to making the United States first among the
nations.

The death of Sir Ferdinando Gorges and his friend King Charles |
gave the Massachusetts Bay Colony the opportunity to extend her juris-
diction over the Province of Maine. In 1652 com-

Massachusetts missioners were sent to Maine to negotiate with the
Bay Colony people of the Province of Maine. The first meeting of
and Kittery this commission was held at Kittery. November 20.
1652, By the “articles of submission™ it was agreed

that Kittery should remain a town, that all inhabitants should be free-
men, that they should be safe in their property, that they should have
their own representatives in the General Court, that their militia should
not be ordered beyond their borders without their consent and finally
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The Pepperell dwelling was built soon after the land was purchased.
On April 30, 1690, the house of William Pepperrell was listed as one of
the Kittery garrisons, which were merely palisaded dwellings used for
protection against the Indians.

It is possible that early historians assumed that the site of the Pep-
perrell garrison and that of Fort McClary were identical. but while they
were not far apart. the location of the dwelling was on a “level place”
and that of the fort, upon a hill.

After he had completed his dwelling, William Pepperrell purchased
an additional tract of twelve acres which were described as lying upon
Kittery Point between Crodsett’s Creek and “the salt water coming in at
Piscataqua Harbors® mouth.™

This land was in an ideal position for a fort—if at that time any
such defensive establishment had been required on the Maine shore.
Directly across the channel, however. was situated Fort William and
Mary, at the northeast corner of Great Island. which all vessels must
encircle upon entering the river,

The date 1690 is so near the date when the Province of Massachusetts
Bay voted to build a fort at Kittery, that it is doubtful if any fort existed
there before 1715.

Parsons, in his biography of William Pepperrell written in 1851, states
that “a garrison house was previously erected and maintained at the
Point, near Pepperrell’s house, to which families might resort when
threatened by sudden assaults from Indians. and as early as 1700 a fort
was erected which went by his name. The celebrated warrior, Colonel
Church, in his eastern expedition, in 1704, with 550 men, had orders
‘to send his sick and wounded to Casco, now Portland, or to Pepperrell’s
Fort at Kittery Point.” This fort was probably a private concern. or at
most built at village expense. Pepperrell had command of this fort.
which gave him the rank of captain. He finally rose to the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel.”

The first reference in the Massachusetts laws to the fort at Kittery is
found in the Acts and Resolves of the Province of Massachusetts Bay.

dated June I, 1715. It was voted “that the right
Massachusetts of this Province in and to the river commonly called
Orders a Fort Piscataqua River be asserted and maintained: That
Built ar Kittery  a Breast Work of six guns be erected in some con-
venient place in the town of Kittery for the defense
of the river: That six guns with shot and carriages be ordered to the
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town of Kittery upon their erccting a Breast Work and platform and
obliging themselves to maintain the same: That his Excellency be desired
to give his orders accordingly: That it is for his Majesties Services that
a Naval Officer be kept in the Port of Kittery to avoid the unreasonable
duties or impositions exacted from the inhabitants of this Provinee pass-
ing in and out the said river from the Naval Officer of the Government
of New Hampshire: That all ships and other vessels that load and un-
Joad at the Port of Kittery be obliged to enter and clear with the Naval
Ofticer there and pay the duties of impost and powder money according
to faw: That alt harbors in Kittery and Berwick shall belong to the Port
of Kittery.”

It is evident that the purpose of this fortification at Kittery was to
protect the merchants of Massachusetts from “unreasonable duties”
imposed by New Hampshire.

Evidently there was some delay in building the foundations and plac-
ing the guns at Kittery. We find the Massachusetts Bay Colony taking
further action concerning this fort June 14, 1721. Acts and Resolves
of Massachusetts Bay 1721, Chapter 8. After reciting the origin of
their title in Kittery. they go on to say,

notwithstanding which the naval Officer of the Government of New Hampshire
exacts and takes from the Inhabitants of this Province, unjust duties and impo-
sitions for passing in their own vessels. in and through the side of the river.
though they neither take (n nor put out any sort of goods. wares or merchandise
within that Governnent, their business being chiefly to go to the saw mills to load
the produce of the Province and transport it to Boston and chewhere

VOTED that the right of the Province in and to the River commonly calted
Piscataqua River, be asserted and maintained to avoid the Unjust demands of the
Naval Officer of the Government of New Hampshire. and in order to effect the

Same.

RESOLVED. that a Breastwork for Six Guns be erected in some conmvenient
place in the town of Kitter} for the defense of the river. That six guns with car-
riages. powder and Jhot be ordered to the town of Kittery and that all ships and
other vessels that load or unload at the Port of Kittery be obliged to enter and
clear. with the Naval officer there and pay the duties of impost and powder
money according to luw. that all harbors in Kittery and Berwick shall belong to
the Port of Kittery.

12
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The first fort was probably a breastwork upon which guns could be

mounted. Very early this fort was called Fort William in honor of Sir

William Pepperrell, who was the most distinguished man in

Fort colonial Maine. His father, Colonel William Pepperrell, was

William  a native of Ravistock Parish, Plymouth, in Devonshire, Eng-

land, where he was born in 1646. When a boy he was ap-

prenticed to the captain of a fishing-schooner employed ofl the coast of
New England and the banks of Newfoundland.

William Pepperrell first began business in the fisheries at the Isle of
Shoals. After a few years he married Margery, daughter of John Bray
of Kittery, and in 1682 settled at the Point, where he built a house on
a small lot given him by his father-in-law. Here he prospered in busi-
ness and is said to have become the wealthiest man in New England.

He built many fishing and trading vessels and sent them to the Banks,
to the West Indies and to Europe. He became a leader in the affairs
of the colony. He was justice of the peace thirty-five years and from
1715 till his death in 1734 he served as judge of the court of common
pleas.

Sir William Pepperrell was born in Kittery, June 27th, 1696. He had
only the meagre education that could be obtained in the public schools
of his time. He was taught business principles, to sur-

Sir William  vey land, to sail a ship, to act as clerk, to manage men.
Pepperrell By trading in fish, lumber and West India goods, by
extensive ship-building, and by the purchase and sale

of large tracts of land he became very wealthy. At one time he owned
the greater part of Saco and Scarborough. Saco was first called Pep-
perrellborough in his honor. He was a justice of the peace at the age
of twenty-one and captain of a company of cavalry. At age of thirty he
held the rank of colonel and was in command of all the militia of Maine.
About the same time he was appointed one of the Governor's council
and held that office thirty-two years, eighteen of which he was president
of the board. The people of Kittery elected him as their representative
in 1726-27. The office of chief justice he held from 1730 till his death.

He was appointed in 1745 to command the expedition against Louis-
burg and contributed out of his private fortune five thousand pounds
toward the expenses of that campaign. For his success at Louisburg
he was knighted and received in London with many attentions. In 1756
he was commissioned Lieutenant-General in the royal army.
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The remainder of his life was comparatively uneventful, and he died
July 6, 1759, The Pepperrells were loyalists: therefore when the war
broke out, the cstate was confiscated. The large fortunc accumulated
by Sir William and his father was soon dissipated.

At the time of the Revolution there was intense excitement and great

alarm among the inhabitants of Kittery. The British war ships had de-

stroyed and captured many towns on the Maine coast,

Fort William  and they were cxpected to attack Portsmouth and

in the Kittery. Every effort was made to be ready for the

Revolution coming of the enemy. Hundreds of soldiers were hur-

ried to Portsmouth and Kittery, the fort was put in

order and gurrisoned. The Province of Massachusetts Bay on June
tenth. 1776, passed the following:

RESOLVED. that the Commissionary General be and he is hereby directed to
deliver to the committee of correspondence. safety and inspection ¢f Kittery afore-
«aid five hundred pounds weight of gun powder and eighty shet suitable for twelve
pounders. and eighty ditto suitable for nine pounders to supply the cannon in the
Battery aforesaid for which the said committee or town of Kittery shall be ac-
countahle to the General Court.

The fortifications were in such excellent condition and so well de-
fended that Kittery and Portsmouth were not attacked. A British of-
ficer, after the war, told Colonel Walbach that he went up the Piscataqua
and reconnoitered the town, disguised as a fisherman, to find out the
feasibility of an attack with a view of destroying the Navy Yard. On
his returning to the fleet and reporting that the town was swarming with
soldiers and well defended. the British commander abandoned the proj-
cct. The danger being past. the enemy having withdrawn to the South-
ward. the main part of the troops were discharged. leaving a small force
as a garrison until winter.

The name of Fort William at Kittery was changed at the time of the
Revolution to Fort McClary in honor of that gallant soldier. Major
Andrew McClary, who gave his life for the republic

Fort McClary  at the battle of Bunker Hill.  He was a member of
Colonel Starks’ regiment. This old fort is of great

historical interest. It is located on Kittery Point and contains twenty-
five and sixty-scven hundredths acres. The land was sccured by the
United States first from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts by an act
of the Leeislature. March 12, 1808—this was for a small piece of land
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called Battery Pasture on which the fort stands; second, from Isaac
Stevens, October 14, 1846; third, from the inhabitants of school district
number twelve, Kittery, Maine, June 22, 1893,

Fort McClary was again garrisoned during the Civil War.
The Fort Congress appropriated a large sum of money for fortifica-
in the tions at this fort for the year ending June 1864. It is
Civil War  probable that the blockhouse was rebuilt at this time. gran-
ite and brick taking the place of wood for the first story.
Among the interesting events connected with Fort McClary during
the Civil War was the residence of Hannibal Hamlin. He entisted in
the army, serving as a private in Co. A, the State
Guards Infantry, M. V. M., enlisting at Kittery in
July, 1864, and being mustered out at Bangor in Sep-
tember of the same year. Hannibal Hamlin was born
in Paris, Maine, and practised law in Bangor. He was
prominent in state and governmental affairs and was elected Vice-
President of the United States in 1860.

Hannibal
Hamlin at
Fort McClary

In reply to a letter sent to the War Department, the Adjutant General,
Major General Robert C. Davis sent the following information descrip-
tive of Fort McClary in 1870:

Fort McClary was originally established as a military post in 1812. The site
comained an area of about fifteen acres, situated in York County on Kittery Point.
a projection into the Piscataqua River, opposite Fort Constitution in Portsmouth
Harbor.

In a description of the fort, written in June 1870, by the Ordnance
Sergeant, U. S. A., in charge, the following is stated:

Quarters.—Officers’ quarters, none. Men's quarters, a one-story brick building.
containing two rooms. One room is 34 by 18 and one 19 by [8: will contain about
fifty men: is very old and out of repair: occupied as an ordnance store-room.
Kitchen and mess-room attached is a one-story wooden building. Kitchen 17 by
15: mess-room 17 by 17; is entirely out of repair; occupied by the engineer depart-
ment as store-rooms. Chapel is a one-story brick building, 19 by 13, inhabitable.
Blockhouse is a two-story hexagonal building, each square 18 feet 6 inches: first
story built of granite-rock and pierced for musketry; second story is built of wood,
has six pintle blocks and windows, intended for embrasures. First story is occu-
pied as an ordnance storeroom: second story by the engineer department as an
office and watchmen’s quarters; is in fair repair. Magazine is a4 one-story hrick
building, 13 by 11. in fair order.
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Hospital. guard-house. etc.—Hospital is @ one and one-half story brick building:
ward 30 by 22: surgery 9 feet 6 inches by 9 feet 6 inchest hitchen I8 feet 6 inches
hyv 15 feet 4 inches: store-room 9 feet 6 inches by 9 feet v inches: built in 1863
h-\ the troops at the post: is poorly constructed: unfinished above the ceiling: needs
repairs: is occupied by the ordnance sergeant ws guarters: by sttirated about SO0
vards north of the fort on the reservation.  The euard-house Is @ one-story brich

5

building. 19 by 131 the roof partly destroyed: ceiling all down: unoccupied.
Sylvester has painted a picture of Fort MeClary blockhouse as it
looked in 1906,
“It is a famous landmark hereabout. and is pitched
upon what seems Kittery's highest outlook. It has a base
of stone. and is of the same character as the blockhouse
at Winslow. on the Kennebec, long known as Fort Hali-
fax. It is hexagonal, with ample ports, and is patterned after the one
first bujlt here. It has an overhang above its base of split granite. after

Description
of the Fort

the manner of the garrison houses of the carly period.  Here is a govern-
ment reservation of thirty acres or more. A rude board fence separates
it from the highway, over which one climbs to plunge through the tangle
of low birch and alder, to come out upon an elevated plateau. where
tons of igneous rock have heen blasted out of the solid ledge to make
wayv for the granite bastions and angles broken here and there by
em’bmsurcs for heavy guns which have yet to be mounted. Here is a
suggestion of a road. and as one follows it one comes to its extreme
ezl;;er]\' scarp. where by a flight of steps of split stone one reaches the
highcs£ jevel of the work. Here arc the magazines and the barracks.
szd the crazy wooden bridge or steps on the landward side by which
one mounts to the doorless entrance of its second story. It is a barren
interior. stripped of every vestige of its once familiar appointments. A
winding stair leads to the lower regions, where are dogholes of solid
. ts central area, which may have been intended for

masonry occupying 1 : . . ed |
' ammunition or recalcitrant humanity.  Thin rib-

the stowing away of nity
hons of subdued light come through the numecrous Sll[.S in the walls,
musketry, and as [ stood there idly gazing 1 momently
expected to hear the ominous jangling of keys or the hail of the guard:
but the place was silent, deserted lvlttclrl): ,I moupted lh.c V\ventle-s[mp—
steep and Narrow it was—with a teelmg of pleasing relief. lp my rum-
maging | found another stairway. Thl.S led to the gz.n‘ret, for 1 could
. lse: and from its four dormer windows that were

which were for

liken it to nothing e ur o vl

built into its hip roof, I got a faraway view in as many directions that

repaid me for my venture across the rotten, swaving stair outside that
< -
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was as suggestive of the bridge of Al Sirat as anything, for it bent and
swayed under my weight ominously. From one of these cockloft
dormers, 1 saw

The hills curve round like a bended bow;
A silver arrow from out them sprung,

the gleaming reach of waters that flow in and out of Crockett's Cove:
the wider span of Spruce Creek that twists ingratiatingly inland to the
northward, and wooded hills as far as the eye can go. From another
there was a glimpse of

0ld roads winding, as old roads will.
Here to the ferry, and there to the mill:
And glimpses of chimneys and gabled eaves,

and the huge bulk of Champernowne’s Island of old; and away beyond,
the woods of York, and the silver threads of the salt crecks and the
yellow marshes between. Within another is framed.

The blink of the sea, in breeze and sun.

and the widening mouth of the historic river; and beyond the low wall
of Fort Constitution, and light on Fort Point, and the gray roofs of
olden New Castle, Portsmouth bar; the oasis of Ravistock in its tur-
quoise setting of the sea; and farther out, the low spine of Whale's Back,
with its single pharos; and nearer the dip of the horizon, the spectral
figure of White Island’s beacon, indistinct in the purpling mists, that
overlook Appledore and Smutty Nose and their ragged kindred, as if
each were under the ban since the dark tragedy that forever linked to-
gether the names of Louis Wagner and Annethe Christensen: a group
of glistening sails that fade away under the immaculate sky. argosies
to anywhere; while almost within the shadows of these weather-beaten

window ledges, are the classic roofs of the Pepperrells and their ancient
contemporaries.

Old Fort McClary is a ruin. The government work was long ago
abandoned. The old derricks have rotted down. Only the huge piles of
split granite and three heavy somewhat modern ordnance mounted on
massive steel carriages indicate the scene of activity that at one time
prevailed here. Down near the landing is a tier of heavy guns, un-
mounted and prone amid the lush grasses that half hide them. The sea
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wall is of massive proportions, but unfinished. as if the work had been
dropped suddenly for lack of cnergy or money. The rcuA] reason was,
undoubtedly. that the advance in the mysteries of destructive prOJ?CU]Cs
was more rapid than the naval board could forecast: and per.hap.s It was
thaught best to wait until the climax of these inventions was ll"lASIghI. It
s a Eommanding site and covers the whole entrance tg th.? szcutaqya;
hut as sunken batteries seem to be the tiend. it is doubtful it the location
will be further utilized.

A barnlike structure of brick seems to have been used as a barrack.
At cither end are comfortable fireplaces, the chimncyf running up th}‘
outside of the gable: and I note that' the woodwork o‘t one fireplace is
entirely gone, and the other has lost its mantel. The first decovrutes the
den of some souvenir crank. prob’d(bl)'~ and the lat.ter may make up the
litter that this sort of vandalism is always sending garretward. The
cunracks arc suggestive, and thsdoor opens. out d.1rectlv\' upon the.
;)arade. which commands a magnificent view of :hc Piscataqua Harboi
and its points of interest. *(0Old York, p. 245-247)

Fort McClary Military Reservation is 3.5 miles f_rom the. Mémorial
Bridee at Kittery and is located at Kittcry'Pomt. The. public hlgh\\.'n}'
£ runs through the reservation. ‘That part of the rescrvatfon
Fort on the cast side of the road is wooded; here are many fine
/V;’('[ur\' pine trees; the land slopes gradually to the water’s edge.
' 924 There is a clearing on which there is an old house and barn;
" when these are removed this point can be made one of the
most beautiful parks in the state.
1e reservation the tourist comes to the gate leading
to the fortification. There is a very good automobile road qnd one cag
i 1 eafety to the fort.  From the blockhouse there is a view of
e o ander Just across the river is Portsmouth Navy Yard

Passing through tl

unusual grandeur. > A S
h th}e: Russo-Japanese Peace Treaty was signed in 1905 Acros.
where A ¢

- i ight: ni iles in a southerly direction lie
s -t Point Light; nine miles in a s¢ \
the harbor is For

he Isles of Shoals There are many other islands in view every one of
the Isles ¢ S.

which is rich in legend and romance. . - |

The fortification was one of the three important nnh@ry works und'er-

the United States in the eighteenth century for the protection

tafkehrl l;\}/]1 ine coast. The other two were on the Kennebec and Penob-
of the Ma st.

scot Rivers.

alls of g . .
ﬁr;at :(luut five hundred feet long on the water side. Referring to
wall is a -

ranite masonry surround the fort buildings.  This
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the picture: you see first on the right an old brick building; there arc
four port holes in each end and six on each side; on the extreme left of
the picture is a similar brick house; these brick houses were probably
for riflemen. 1In the rear of the blockhouse, not visible in the picture,
is the magazine, the roof of which has fallen in. In front of the picture
is seen a granite wall enclosing a long bank. The ground in front of the
picture with loose granite blocks scattered about was the parade ground.
Just beyond this ground was the sea wall made of granite blocks and
running about thirty feet high. This wall extended all the way around
the fortification in the form of a pentagon.

A battery with emplacements for ten cannon is in the wall facing
Portsmouth Navy Yard. This battery is reached by a flight of stairs
leading from the parade ground. Just behind the blockhouse is a flanker
where the granite wall is built out about thirty feet. This flanker cn-
closes the well and a powder magazine; here are emplacements for four
cannon. :

The blockhouse has three floors, the basement or first floor being
constructed of stone and having six portholes on each of the five sides.
In the center of this floor is a big room made of stone and brick—-
evidently a powder magazine. The second floor has a window on each
of the five sides with two portholes on one side of the window and one
porthole on the other. The door of the blockhouse is on the rear or
land side. This door is in the second story and is reached by a long
flight of stairs. The stairs have been torn down. )

The second floor has a fireplace in one room and a stove in another.
This floor and the attic were finished for officers’ quarters. All the
partitions have been torn from these rooms. In fact, the careless sight-
seers have done their work in so thorough a fashion that the old block-
house is a ruin.

The State The Department of War under date of October
Purchases 22, 1923, offered to sell Fort McClary to the
Fort McClary  State of Maine.

My dear Governor:

The Congress of the United States by legislation approved March 4. 1923 (Pub-
lic No. 501, 67th Congress). has authorized the Secretary of War to dispose of
military reservations including that known as Fort McClary (opposite Fort Con-
stitution), Maine. This reservation consists of 27.45 acres of land and the im-
provements thereon consisting of a blockhouse of granite and frame construction.
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two old brick buildings and a wharf, as approximately shown in four parcels in
red on the attached photostat map which is the best available.  However. due to
the fact that the parcel shown in green on the map herewith containing 1.87 acres
wits acquired by grant from the State legislature of Massachusetts for the sole pur-
pose of crecting fortifications for the defense of the United States, it is not con-
sidered that the Government has a good title which it can convey and said parcel
will not he included in any disposal at this time. The net area to be disposed of
therefore consists of 2558 acres of land.

The Fort McClary reservation has been duly appraised in accordance with the
provisions of the above quoted legistation. in four parcels. shown on the inclosed

photostat map as follows:

Tract No. 1. $OR0O0.00
Tract No. 2, £00.00
Tract No. 3. 1200.00
Trict No. 4. 300.00

Total S3100.00

You ure hereby notified that the appraisal of the foregoing property. both as a
whole and in parcels. with the improvements thereon. has been approved by me
on October 11, 19230 in the amount of S3.100.00. While the legislation in ques-
tion provides that the state or the county or municipality in which the property is
located shall be entitled to a period of six months from the date of approval of
said appraisal in which 10 exercise the option contained in the above quoted Sec-
tiop 3 of the Act of March 4. 19231 shall deem it a favor to be advised of the
decision of the State. county or municipality in this matter if such can be reached
before the cxpiration of the time provided by law. It is presumed in this connec-
tion that if the state does not desire the property you will tahe the matter up with
the county or municipality.

Sincerely vours.

Dwight F. Davis,
Asst. Sec. of War,

To sccure a clear title to the tract of land not included in the four
parcels mentioned in the War Department’s letter. the Secretary of War
advised Governor Baxter of Maine as follows:

My dear Governor:

The State of Maine has recently exercised the option to purchase all the lands
of Fort McClary, Maine. granted by the Act of March 4. 1923 except a tract of
1.87 acres which i the site of the old fortifications. This small tract has not been
offered for sale as there was some question of the Government's title. 1t seems
that this tract was donated to the United States for fortification purposes only by
an Act of the Massachusetts Legislature of March 12, 1808.




Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenacum, Portsmouth, N.H.



20 FORT McCLARY

bounded on the north by the road, on the west by Frollett. on the south by the
river. and on the east by Frollett, containing one acre and one hundred and thirty-
nine rods, as will appear by a report made to the Honorabhle David Sewall. Esquire,
agent for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. by Benjamin Parker. surveyor,
about the year 1798, such land having been ceded to the United States for the
sole purpose of erecting fortifications thereon and there being no longer any need
of using such Iand for military purposes.

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS that for and in consideration of the
sum of Three Thousand One Hundred Dollars ($3,100.00). lawful money of the
United States. in hand paid by the State of Maine. the receipt of

Deed of  which is hereby acknowledged. the undersigned grantor, the United
Fort States of America, by and through John W. Weeks. Secretary of War,
McClary acting under authority of the Act of Congress approved March 4,
1923 (42 Stat., 1450). has remised, released, and forever quitclaimed.

and does hereby remise. release and forever quitclaim unto the State of Maine. as

grantee, the following described tract or parcel of land situate in York County.
State of Maine, more particularly described as follows:

That portion of the property known as the Fort McClary. Maine. mili-

tary reservation, located on Kittery Point, in Portsmouth Harbor. Me..
containing approximately 35.67 acres,

Which was conveyed to the United States of America by the following convey-
ances:

Deed dated October 14, 1846, conveying 1 acre and 49 rods of land
from Isaac 1. Stevens, recorded in Book No. 190, pages 264-265 of the
deed records of York County.

Deed dated October 14, 1846, conveying 13 acres and 62 rods of land
from Isaac I. Stevens, recorded in Book No. 190, pages 263-264 of the
deed records of York County.

Deed dated October 14, 1846, conveying 10 acres and 143 rods of land
from Isaac I. Stevens, recorded in Book No. 190, page 263 of the deed
records of York County.

Deed dated June 22, 1893, conveying a plot of ground approximately
62 x 64 feet in size. from the inhabitants of School District No. 12.
Kittery, Me.. by Horace Mitchell, their attorney. recorded in Book No.
458, page 527. of the deed records of York County.

Excepting and reserving from the above described property that parcel of land
heretofore conveyed by the Secretary of War on behalf of the United States 1o the
inhabitants of School District No. 12. Town of Kittery. County of York. State of
Maine, by deed dated December 4, 1893, and described therein as follows:

Beginning at a point on the westerly side of the new road from Ports-
mouth. through the said military reservation two hundred and five feet
from the intersection of the said new road with the westerly boundary
line of said military reservation and running thence in a northwesterly
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direction, at right angles to the said new road. 195 feet. more or less. to
the westerly boundary line of said military reservation. thence along
said westerly boundary line in a northerly direction 82'2 feet. more or
less. to high water line of Barters Creek: thence along high water line of
Barters Creek. in a northeasterly direction. 17 feet, more or less. to a
point at right angles to the said new road at a point 75 feet from the
place of beginning: thence in a southeasterly direction. at right angles to
the said new road. 247 feet. more or less. 1o a point on the westerly side
of the said new road 75 feet from the place of beginning: thence along
the westerly side of said new road. in the southwesterly direction. 75 feet
to the place of beginning.

TO HAVE AND TO HOI.D forever said traci or parcel of land unto the Taini
State of Maine for use for public park purpgses only: rcs’er'ving to the L"mted
States immediate reversion of the title and right of possession thereto W{(hOll[
notice. demand, or legal action, in the event that the said tract or parcel of land

hall ever be put to any use other than that above set forth: or in the event
she <

- . .
that the same shall ever cease to be so used.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, John W. Weeks, Secretary of War of the United

States of America. this 10th day of March., 1924,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
By John W. Weeks
Secretary of War.

Recorded in York County Registry of Deeds. Book 727, p. 407.

Recorded in State 1.and Office in Vol. 1. p. 162 of Miscellanecous Records of
eco ota

Deeds.

The United States granted the following easements to
parties who found it necessary to use part of the reserva-
tion for public service:

Leases and
Licenses

Fasement:—Act of Congress approved June 18 1888 (25 Stat.. 188). granted
t t;:; vork Harbor and Beach Railroad Company a right of way four rods in
0

width across the reservation.

1 ease: —November 27. 1912, to Horace Mitchell, of Kittery Point. Maine. of

the reservation for a term of five years from November 1. 1912,
(44 A

Revocable licenses:—-May 8. 1897, to the Portsmouth. Kittery and York Strect
evoCH ses: the ) .
Railway Company. 10 conduct and maintain an electric street railway over the
allwa . _
roadway through the reservation.

August 21, 1907, to the Kiuery Water District to lay and maintain its water

pipes or mains in the present road through the reservation.
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August 22, 1907, to the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company, to
construct a telephone line on poles along the north side of the road through the
reservation.

The United States having transferred Fort McClary to the State of
Maine Governor Baxter sent the following acknowledgment:

. March twenty-five, 1924,
D. M. Griggs, Ccmmanding,

Headquarters Coast Defenses of Portsmouth,
Fort Constitution, N. H.

My dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of March 24th in regard to Fort McClary, Kittery

Point, York County, Maine, which has recently been transferred by the United
States Government to the State of Maine.

I acknowledge receipt of the premises referred to and accept the same on be-
half cf the State of Maine.
Believe me
Very truly yours,

Percival P. Baxter
Governor of Maine.

Directions for automobile tourists: Near the east

How to Reach end of the cld bridge across the Piscataqua between
Fort McClary  Maine and New Hampshire, turn south, pass the en-
trance to the Kittery Navy Yard and proceed past

tae Lady Pepperrell mansion to Kittery Point. Sir William Pepperrell’s
tomb is near at hand.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.





