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October 9; 1938. 

Dear Lir. Barrows : 

I was reaJly fle:ttered by your request 

f'or a. copy of rr;;y History o:f the J?ortsmouth custorn rouse 

J_ 1 • ' l.,n.is ·co ;you some ·time ago tut 

n1y typing is slm·: a:nd atrocj_01,,.s resulting i:n the wastL'.·f; 

I de b.ope tLat the resul-'c r1;ay be 

t::c2n:: lated and. interpreted. 

edj_t 7..D 
_!_..!.. 

25 p2;.r;es, v-rc1)_J_<3_ r:;J_2_c7-J.:r J_o8~c i-t to :.1011 

j__:·· 

f,. ;) . , .i~I._ 1-:..r:- lTJ.f~ a 
:"::lJaCb~t si.~ic;?:.~S O!~ 

~_,l., _ _u\ _ "Y>~f 
~ s:~011 i~:.:.:c1~~est; v;j_J_J

7
\ c-t·J~e:.1<1 1::.c: so 

our first collector, -i :-
-- ,I ~ 
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and. tidal wate:rn, :fishinc, lu.mberj ng and. shippiric we:r.o :fo:r son~e 

time "the chief' occ11patio:ns of its c:i ti:;rnns. 

proge:nitox oi' tilie Shern~~ eB ·wno we1. e 
.:) 

_., , ... 
·"'"t.i • '-•'r:..••• ••••••·••K';; 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



Iti is claimed that ·t;Le:re were St~0f'c:u·i11g me:n 

sh.ips 0:f 100 beloinging to l7'.30e 

a native OJ; Scot;la:nd and. a fOJ:Y::1er of'f'icer :t:n the 

.alJowell,, 

tho 

C'harleffto:n J 

Ll1 1767, 
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was appointed agent for ·the dist:ri 1mt:i.on of tb.e stanps in Eev-l 

;:·~n·, c:::•'r>-i -_ ,r.u: .• p,,,>.t.J..t..!'6" 

of the sta.rnp tax, he rcsi611:; d e.110. fi:nally accepted a posi•ctu i:n 

roston. In 177 2, t,e exch.s:,nged ·t;Lir:J position with ?ober-'c 

!fr.lonell :for the collectorship. 

The 

la: t t'ias si-'G1.1a-'Gcd near thE p:ro:::;ent coal docJ:::n 011 r:arket S~,-.et 

at the app:r.oac1 to the f'er:r~, then nm:ni:ng be-tvvee:n Po:rtsmouti'l 

-'che ci tize:nfJ c,f' Por SEOll:Ch. 
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5. 

title -to co:nsj_derab~:_e la:r.d i:n Coos county, ht:, settled in 

Inmian infested courtrrJ. 

'.the Indians caused Joseph YH-1ipple no -'cTouble 1,mtil the 

Revolution startet., cne day te allov-Jed a group to enter 

his home for :food, a usual cns---.;om. •;,;i th hir. To Lis surprise, 

he fotmd himr:~el:f' a prisoner about -;~o l)e taken to Canada for 

:rw s om • Pernitte,:J to retire '"'i;o his 11ed1."•001n to pac]s: h:ts 

h -" r· J_::. 

Facl1 man, placirig 2 stake o:n 

· e v.;a,:.: appoi:r.rted as 

a colon l in the 25t T~ilitia in 1784 and ao Col1ecto:r of the 

Irev,, l'ampshi:i:--0 had a we~l dgvelopcd pilia:n. for :raini:ng revenue 

satj_sf'ied -;;o be Po:r-tsrKffl th,, 
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appointed Joseph r111:1:~ipl0 Collec"'cor of the custor:is, Eleazor 

Rnssell I\Taval Officer and T"non1afJ f~a.:rt:Ln Surveyor of CustoL.s. 

I-'G is claim.ad that ';Jashinb~con :i.ntended to appoint J?eirse lone 

to the collectorship but it is doub·tf·u.l that the appoin.tnent 

v1as a.ctn.ally made as Tf:.:e. .Long died of h,0 art failure bef'oi··e 

,:nshing·on asst1I!lec1 the presia.cncy. 

:rov.ntf o:cc1, C-eoTge F:rDst, tTolm Fernald and Eclnm:nd Coffin, 
/J 

j_:nspectors; :Chov.as Cb.ac1bour11e v.reigher, and Vj_llj_an 1 

0au8er. 
/\ 

o·che:r. repx-esm-rcativ0r1 of the :fc( ra1 gcve:-::TIElo:nt were Je:cemiaL 

placed ... cl-:e i·csponsibili tios of pa;y-inc; pe:nr._;im1f,, rtm:r.inc; ·i;he 

posto:f:ftce .. 

- .,·; ~ 

'..J/ - ' : 
,-, -, . 

O:L '._;~ 2- ;; (.) f:: cf 
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s·cate:1 at that tj_:me, 1/1e::ce placed under York in thnt S"'cate but 

this v1asn 1·t a na·tural divirdon for vessels proceeding to 

Ki\;ter-J and Eenvick entered the Sa.Be harbor as those fo:r 

Po:rts:oou·th or o-ther Hew Enpshire tovms inla...11d ~ Colonel 

Vihipple succeedu:i in extending his ju:r.tsdictio:n to 1)oth sides 

The: next problem was the q-:..1.es-:~ion of adequate salaries o:r 

t;o the 1st. 

term of s::i.x months., 

to ti·e tei-r;1 of' ow· ~ve:c:1.r which I hove done wj_tL as r.::1w~ accuracy 

etc.. 
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doer:; •1ot o,qJ_l -f_· o_·r siicc s~:1.0=. if'·,_· ces. v11'1P ... ?, s. neace.1..011 l ,,,.,,,,.;: b~·..-.pv ~ , - ~ - ~ .i. ~ .. - . - C --- CW.hL -<-F .,_; 

es-'cablishment is effected ana. a for'Gt.1.nate stttsten of revenue 

esta:,lished and improving, it ;,'Jill not be expected that t}:1ose 

employed in thf; execu ,ion of "'che J.c:.-n,;s w:i_ll be le:ft vd thont 

support. lJJ1e o:ff:tce to which I am a·;:tached 1.~equires constant 

and dil:Lgent attention. It r.:.as m~.r exertj_ons that it shall 

be c.xecu-'ce( according to law. It v1ill be :needless for 1;1e to 

s_ay, a:ftc:c xe:f e:rring you ·t;o the stater:10nt enclosed, I am 

o bli~ed to a..:-cav1 from othG}: :,·esou:r.ces the sz·ea:ter part of niy 

th:cee ;years. 
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'"'che adjacent part of' -the p::cesent Sta--ibe of' Tiie.ine., 

only seaport 831, 219 , 000 f.' e et of pine boarc1B and pl2 .. :r:1ks , 

79~577,000 :feet of oakd boards and planks, 3,399,000 :feet pine 

timber, 9,651,000 fee-c oak ·timber, 279,;;24,000 staves a.,,-vic1 headings, 

31,470,000 shingles, 10,551 qt.tln-tels fu.--y fish, 284 barrels 

picltlec1 fish, 197 ba:rTels train oil, 566 't:a:i.~,:-els beef, 258 

lOG horses and m2scella:neous fl...rli~les. 

indust:ries, or c,ccupo.-'Gions. 

ale, 165,921 call ns 

5'Jl"\lti£'.S5ii):-:r">':)ttePt ...,.,.-
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OI J?OT-CSL10U-'ch. 

long, l5f'ee·t bear:-1 and 6 1/2 f'ee"'c deep, was read.3, f'or the sea~ 

Oi:r1 accepting b.er, she WR:3 named. the FER~E'I' b1J.t j:-b \Vas discovered 

·that the:ce was a public vesse.i. of' that l1all7e in 11ove Bco·tia. 

The De:partr:J.en"'c then chose tho na_m,': SOAJ'JY'.EL thus honorinE, 

Ale::mdZ:::r Scai:1n1el of Durham, }Ten Har:ipshire, Hho had won the 

i'ricndsb; p of Ch.Or{;e V/ashi:;·gton for ; is braver? clm"ing "'che 

Jar of I:nd,·:pendcnc e o 

pat?olled the const from Cape Anr, :L:n :tra:::;sachusoti;s to ·!;he 

se:cved 

Jolm AdD.rr1s a,fj second r:1ate a:nd SruT.(nel robart as tL.ird n.'J.te; tl:.e 

Jol'::-o Ado.E1s ~ fo:cv.or 

r;oi 'iJo lndod.. j_1ln;Jally • 

·,,; 
.J_ ..}. .:. 

•;7 

...! •. ; ,_F; 
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of cocoa nd 24 bags of coffee whicl':, i-:ere seized. 

In 1791, e:;m.ctl;,1- 20 ~rero."S a.fte:r j_ts bnilcl.j_:n,g, the Light-­

house at Nev: Castle, Hew Remp:::-,hire ., was ceded bJi the Stat e "tic• the 

\Jhipple as Collector of Customs., The lceepe:r arpointeo. by the 

State, Ti i,us Salter of' }?or-tmr.m.:·.th, was retained by the federal 

goverrnnez1t" Carrl:;ain Se.ltt=:ir v1011 0a:rl~1t recog.ni tion in ·the 

1892 barrels of :flou:r :f o:r ·:~;-.;.c Fri -'cish .Army in .l\.m.e:::.-:1.ea" On 

Fihcrthe:c tLe vessel 
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:repei-1 :r-s co:irter.'.lpla-t;ec1 0::3 Port consti tnt::i.on at l·Te-;,-; castle, 

State .. Gor.!.oral Rochofontain arrived at To:rtsr.:ou ,.h Jtme 24; 

1194, to s1..1.pe:rinte11d t;he ·work. ·,;he:a cor:1pletecI, the :fort t.afi 

a '.'Iall on t~ e north, East ff _d West .s~Ldes 

eigh:'ceen inches "'ch:i.ch co:r:1posec1 of stmne and sod restii:.g on stone 

su.:n}:: r; a depth of ·three feet., 

··+·.-, 
'.4·.:. ... ' -~ 

On the l'ff]St s::"t.d.e the::te v.;as a 
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In 1798 ~ tho second revc:::ue cntte:r :for the: district) the 

GOVE:'.:8iJ0R GIL.YJAI'-f, vras buj_lt a·t rac1gor Island to take ·the place 

o:f tho SC.A}fiT£EL which l:a<.l been :found too small and sold. 'I'.he 

m~gi:::·;el officers of the nmv cutter were Rapley Yeaton, capt!n, 

Fenjan::.in Gunt•ison, f'i:rst mate, and cTohn r~itchell, second mate. 

A1h: in 1 98, a ch211ge in :poJ:i. ti cal : arties cau.sec1 the 

'J~ho:mas f/a::cti:'t1, wl-,.o had b0ien Sn:r:'Veyor 

8nuel Adams v1r· s appoi:rr'ced Sv.rve;y-or ancJ Ed.'Nft:cd 

I?n,·sell .. 
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inm.-sase Y,ould l ave been r;::ceate:r bu, :for the act:1.o:n a[;ainst 

Cv.ston::, in nlac e of ThoI:1as !far-tin. Eis first problem tVt~s v-d th 

the Fedezal Cou:ct vk1ich is best explained by a 1et /;er of' the 

16, 1802: 

D:nitcd. St;a·Ges, nna. i:n itr, tcncL,:nc:,, i:njurions tu its interests. 

lGO c;oat 
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the vessel seized anc1 in due con:cse, the case -,,;as 1Jrought to 

the seizure i:nc1nced 

p-..cj_vately to appoint tlu."'ee appraisers ( personG 1-:::novr,-: to be 

particularly adverse to the .B.even1"e 2.nd the Gove:r.:"JTv~mt) vJi-;;hout 

.l. hose persons ~pTnised the· tvvo cnbles at 240 doJ.lars ;vhich was 

·nortL mo:r~: ·tha.n. 300 a_olla:rs and the ship at 3000 dcl1ars 1:011:ich 

nas vJOJ.. ... -i.:;h mo:rD than 4-000 (.lollars .. .AD. order vve.s g:can"ted in 

\ 

'iLn con:,:t vr :oi 01xn1fl6. [:t't: 9 0101on]~ ,:,::., T e /2tLo 

~ - (- ' . '~. , ~·:) 
r. j ..!._., 
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mm:-cL.a.nd.ise 0011sig.,"1cd t;o ·;.,;: .e m;;-:,s-ter ancl lanc18c1 without a pe:i:Bi t 

and th9,t the othc::c, a. lar.3e :nmv cable, i--Ja.E, bent -to the anchor 

in an iri...:fm1D.Etl manner on :'ce::c a:cri val at the doc 1, f o:c tr.:.e 

of tl'!c ship 1 s cable u:nd at ·i;hi~'l .stage oi' the hu.siness, without 

gi vine an.y ntten t:-;_m1 ·tc the evj_d.t~:nce or treating the cause vr.i. th 

i;o a:n.d T.ffG:r.acted 

,.•-1,-. ~ -~ 
V.!.,.c;. v 

indecc:ncy., also 

ac.jov.:::.11 ttie court.in 
.. 

. ! .. :l.e J1.1dor_;c~ ·. 'J.~18 · cr:01,re:.: :I:·_-,-,,~~l.. OJ°?:f.'j_,.; G • 

f• Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



tctal 0£ :,·,39:;573.37 expended. 0£ the ~erainder, $lll,l41.77 

;,)7 ,OU -t;o i:ie addE:d tu the balance o:f the previons ;ye:e.:r .. 

in sc:r:·vio e to 

it 

. . :iG 
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-'-v• 

able -'co suppor·~ his family b :rv.ising his m-;:c vegetables and. by 

:fishing e Unfo:rtunately the ga:r.'::cison of the fort adjacent, 

pi 7-fc:ced his ci:·ops ~ pi32 and ponlt.""1.··y, no conveniEm--c f'iniling 

·with a hj_gh board fence i:: pa;y ~ I-T.o got the fe:nce .. 

the no1lectio:ns v1c:rG stcad:i.J.;sr inci~casj_n6 , yet 

For several years, 

be:en co:n:fisca--'cj_11s Arne:c:b 0::1 v0ssels. 

,. 

·r, ,-,,·.-. -; ._.. ,_, ._; 
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· the consent o:f ·t;ho Fresident OJ: the TJ:ii ted Sta-i,es v1an obtained. 

EA'iJ?SIIIffE v1as kept; bnt~Jr in preventing vesself, :fJ'.'GEl cJ.cm·i:nr; 

to evade tho les1 e 

a'.rmiting alone -'che coast. To 

ca:n:no~. 
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Govcr.adl:t, 1.Dngdon we:re a11.tl10:rizec1 to secJ,.. o.nothcr ~-:;i.tc: for o 

.f o:r.t e 

Peirce m1 th0 snbjoe:t of a fe1;v ,:-1.c:ces o:r1 his is1f1nd. 

State o:f 

;i 1 
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2.i _., 

c:re 

;..- -;--·-·- ' -
-·- :_-i: _ ~. ' 

V 
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CoJ.lector 

Lo tt s cap• ainc;y- hrr'c t;ho position i'Ias ;:;ivc::::n to 

J\.a.arns o 

Loe < ... t.. 
,; . t, e 

177U, 

·1 . ~-.-.• ~ , 
f,.:.._:_ 

• 
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r 23. 

a p:c1ze to 

a. larse vessel of'4i:o tons an.d 

oof'fec valued 2.t ,:'.-160 ,000 on i,7hich dutj_es to t~ e a.r:1mmt o:f 

waB paid,. '.t:he only other prize 

FOX ':Ii th goods to -cu~ value of' :~_;30, 000 • 

a b.a.ZD:r.dous occupation was :forcj_ bly 

1813. 

LIVL?J?Qi 

in 1811, 

,-\ ;r·. 

c:.: ,-. ' 
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oJ: 1:1-rne could not be easily remedied d.ne -1;0 t;·:_e :-fact thri.t; these 

• > • w0re easy v2c·c1.ms to the Br:i.t:i.sh f'lC:i.'.:t bloc}.:ading the coast or:li 

to hostile privateers~ 

,_m Apr:'L1 21) J.EJ14, :.coa:r.:Lng that .,Gb e ITevv eastJ_e Light @as 

:removed f o:r- the srune reason 

a:.nd goods ~zaluG of 

--~--~~-
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the 

., 
;;.L i .. J.!. 

C:ve:.cshadorzeO. 

Colonel 

C,;~: !.'}(; .. ✓-~:I.-· 1JC:f;}:1 :Ettll~~; a:c:.i):<)C:(;:t(:1.t;c;(~o 
"' 
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26. 

e rema::_ned nntil 1Cl2. 

jcincd 

In 

P.:r:or-:otea_ 

" 
O'D tL_o :':b:-=:6tl:i. cL.., ;:iar:: te1 1\.flanr3 t:n ]):.iC;?. , :resicne(l. :\n l,·iJ.7 :i his 
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ri I >ave the honor to ac1n1rnNledGe the :recetpt of'you:r 

letter o:f tl10 28th rtl timo in relat:l.m, -t;o -,;he ercct:i.011. or l)l.11."Ul1ase 

of sni tabJ.o buildi nr:;s f o:- a ens-tom rouse end public ware' ouse 

in this district. 1:~11en '..t en·te:rc·d on th(• duties of mv :oresent .., -

si•tt1at:i.on as v1011 as ·want of acca: r.:,oda:ticn in tL.o buildir.1.[;S th.~::i 

occupied f'or· public pu:r:r,oscs a '..l.:h·:~ vtarehouse v.;ar.;; at; a great 

their local si tnation convenient fo:r the tu.sinesrJ of tho tc>"rm. 

uoney v!L:i_ch i-L nhouJ .. d cost, I f'ui..:md :nc dif.ficalt;y ir,, procu.ri:ng. 
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the basement sto:ry Yihich is calc12lated f'or tho deposit of l1eav:v 

goods) 3ives us on ·t;he :floor 2963 f'cet of stm::e :roor::: ar~d 

~ 1 L;!,~ • ... ~ t b 1 · vc.U: ..!. :LC l.CTI t, J ..1. E)__,_J..eve, for the business of' the place ,allm'Ji:ng 

too fo~r e. co:nsicl,,rable incxease. 

I inill o:nl~r observe j_:n a.dd:ttion :Go ·tho very : ar·ctcular 

desetip-'Gion v1hich accornpanios tlH:-:i plan in yov.r possesr,j_c,11; ·that 

it ifj in th& conte~---- of the torm in the iurnediate vi:oini ty of' all 

·the barurs a.11d :lnsnra:nce cot1pa_;1ies a:nd about oqnally dJstant :from 

On 

on the 

U1e:::-:e be:fo:r:·(! the clor,o of lUl 7. 
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In 1820, n lighthouse und a d:i:1elli11c f'o:r ·the keeper was 

built on \,hi te IBlanc1, one of the Isles of SLoals and the 

follovvi:n3 year, was put into commission unc1e:r the acenc;y· of 

Collec-to~ Upham. 

The peal[ of' £0:r.i:ign txad(:· afte:," tLe Viar v1as rcc,ched in 1822., 

Collections of !t66, 906. f33 on 46 a:rri vals in 1816 ere't'J to 

~5153 ,455~ 59 on 76, s-'cil1 considc:rably short of -1;110 1xmner year 

As 

befo::r.0 0 tho wa:-c, rri.m, sugar·, molasses 0..11ct coffee :fron ·the V:est 

I:ndier3 and salt fx·on varions Et-:i.ropean countries vmxo the cbiE~f' 

j_r::ports to VJhich night be added coal f:com tho };.ri t:Lr:h IslGs .. 

}~ tio tone o£the 

:l:roL• t;t,0; 1:.011or2.blc John F. Pa·'.Tot-'G of t!·,_e: ::~nna~·c :ccY~<)f:>l enc~ing the 
" 

of 

az:mwut-.wmm ;zza_mw& 
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on t'- a ve:::y rronsiderable extie:nt~ 

adjoining nri ti;:,h provinces a:nc1 -the pri~e if> less "'Gha""l "'che duties 

to which i ·;~ ·would be r:rn1)j ec-t on ent2::y·. 

ve-::.·y 5reat and tl:e prmft t such as -'co enable tht1n -to ca:r--.cy on 

the business as lone; as thew can undertalrn or. lo~:'iDG not more 

than half' by seizure~ 

Tte moi:;-t s-ncGe:3s:ful method vifu:tch Las lK~en ::cesorted to f'or 

tt:.nt adjoins the: nritish provinces. 

bo uY.alfri ned by tL c boaxdi:n.~~ o:fficors b;y xuasor:i. of the c:.nbe:1 .... some 

CUfJto;:, Eonse n:Lll soon 
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31. 

The 

qua.71.ti ty o:frurn has 'bee:n direct;ly srrinc;gled into this d:i.lit:r:i_ct, 

tiiihat may have bee:n :i.n:txoduced ni tl1. oertifica1~Gs in 'the 'Nay I have 

been before r;::011tio11ed) f:rom t. e circums-tances that tho demand 

for co:msumption one yeur rdt;h a:;.-iother :ts nearly u:ni:fo:1.,r: ru:.d that 

last year consido::cably exceeds ·that of a.n;y formor year since the 

·nar. 

For you.r bett;er info:TI;\ation 011 "Ghj_s subject, I beg 1:;o lay 

A ve3sel passed 

of Yor'k:i 
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ascerta.i..'11 1 er object as tr:e fac"'G -'c.: at she had been in o-n:c ri,re:r 

v12s not lca.ovm un-'cil af'te-r- she hao. left it. 

In ·t;he lattey· part of Ii'eb:ruary j we had i::n:fo:nnatton that a 

qhmrti t-J of TUI.\1 had been landed on the open teach at Hye and 

sec1..rred in dif'feront places in the vici:ni ty. The surveyor and 

his inspectors i1ent the:re imnediately U..'Yld a:fter searching seve:al 

houses and buildings r::iucceaded i:n ge-tti11g all that ha.a. been 

la.'Vlded except one hogshead v~hicl had been stove i:n in la,.-v:i.di:ng 

o:r z-emo•ving i -;:; from tho shore. It 11.as s:i.nce bE-lel:1 co:ndemned 

A part of -thi;::, nu:-: had been bu:rj_ec1 i:n ·the Ba;.-:i.d 

irr.m10d.ia•t;ely ca:cted :L"""1to tL.e country. ""'La o:ff'ico:-~s of' -'chat 

i'• s. nese, 2.r, are a.lJ the circm~mts:ncGs connoctcc1 w~'.th ·this 

b1llsiness il'l this c1i~Jt:rict of' VJhich ··,ne have a113r 1mo,nl8dge. 

L1n.eh trrfo:r.ma-t:Lon ,,;::i.von :i.s :f01.,121cl.H.l on conjec-'c~tre. 11 

ile 
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thus vc:rif\ying the clai.ros of the Collector. 

In 1823, Hathaniol Ke:nna:rd, after appro.x.:ir13.-'Gely fi:fteen 

years of se::-cvice i:n the Cns·tons, :first as nate o:f tihe cutter, 

then as her master and finall;y In.spec-'cor of Gustorm v1he11 the 

tt.:.e thermometer 15 deg:ceos below Zero and the wind blovving a 

gales from the northvieff't:i., ro-'Gween 9 a:ncl. 10 O'clock i11 the 

:f ou.:-1d tho bu.ildi:ng f'il1o d nith smoke. S:hG soJ.diers at Port 

bod o:zcept 

-t:hreci:t .ncd to envelop.0 --'Gho nholG 1Jl.J.ildi:ng,. 

until he v1as :f o:cced ·to quit; b:y· t;he srnolre ai'tGJ:' rn.or:i-'G of his clothinc 
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foY brillian:t achievements, pu-;; services so .:frequently and 

and vririous an vol'luTGa.:rily rendered by tne off'ic(;rs a:nc1 soldj_ers of 

the Fort nd their readiness on all o~casions isfully app~eciated 

by -i;;, e public and is aclmov1ledged v,i th pleasuxc by one who has 

no g:cea:ter pride tlm in the recollectiob that he 1N0.s once a 

solclier." 

~Vi th thi~3 letter he eclosod ~}20 .co, ei3ht of ~'ihich, he 

suggc:s-t;ed, go to Sexgero:rt Chicke:cing (d the:r i:n cash or its 

equ.i volent , and. tho rcmainclc:r. of the :::20 to be used to buy 

v1ime wi•th :;vhicb. the soldic::cs could 0.:ri:nls:: thri health of t;he 

:ceiL bu:rsern.e:n::b fro:Ei. ·tl- e r;ove:r:rJr.lent .. 

'..i:iln.o-iih;y Uphan gave up 0:1::; Coliectorship ::i.:n 1829 to retu.:rn 

In ler.,s ·than a year,. Collector Decai:;1,J.,r :resigned and l'i-11 J -i 8X'l 

Picke:.-,i:ng Gollec·t;o::r of' Custornn. Co:i;nciclentall;y-, John 

Lad ·tal::en ov::::r-'Ghc posj_t5.oh. ,,. 

.0 11.2.cl. 

-~-, "': ' •• ··:- ,~; .... "l .. 
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:fo:crne:r Vineyard So:md pilot 1)oat built in 1820. She was 

re:named the PORTSMOUTH and equipped with tv10 f onr-:-qv.nders and 

two Bvdvcls ~ ·!;h:z:eo pairs of' pistols, eleven cutlasses and five 

'.ine captain appointed to comm.and the PORTSrmUTH \vas themas 

.b, o Shaw, a very prominent figure in ·the \'far of' 1812 o At i;he 

age o:f 25, he v1as master of' tr·:o Schoo:ne:r :iILLLf\.K: and M.4.I~Y &.nd 

co:nti:i1ued in charc=;e of va::..rious ves:-:,els until the war broke 01 :t. 

On Augw.st 13, 1812, he vvas cLose:n to comm.a:nd -the Private J\.J."'!iled 

Schoonc,,:· T:IIOrlAS cq1l!.ippoa. 1/Ji th fonr::Jtcen gnns e:nd tvm swivels 

ax1d :ninety men. F01 ... 1.:r days later, J. e bcgD..n Rct:i_vo service. 

LIVJ.:.'RPOOL PACKET .. 

Released 2 :)~homas I. Shaw assunect 

cornrna:nd o:f t' o Pri vatcer POHTSl\lOUTF of 270 tons , car:.r.7in.r; nine 

ca:.rriage s·u11s ar.icl. a c:cew of :n:tnety. Af'te:I· one successfn1 

cu Livc:tpool .. 
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In , the :new collecto:r, :cec,.rfil,1e:ndcd 

a more suitable cu"tte:r with the :result 'tha·t the rievenue C'!ui:t;er 

;JARiffi was sent -'Go Portsmouth f':rom the southo Bena.r.ued the 

Lii\.DISOJ:J, she c~.dsed out of J?ortsmouth with the cren fo:rr.ae:cly 

en board the :PORTSI'20UTE,. 

A-'c this ·tj_mc, the quest:i_on of' the-:! nece:Jsa,x;y accornr:1odatj_ons 

:fo:=· tals:i:ng care of' sicl~ a:n( d5..,abL,d ::.camm.1. arose., Friva:te 

1i11ef::k ir,;,clNding nursi:ns; medical att;oncta:nce at 75 ce:nts pervisit 

casesf) 

:nu3:-si~u..G v.ihcn necessa.ry 2ncl. )1 o 50 per week :fo:r medical attendance 

Collector P:icke:.::-ing 

11 I:n o1)edio:!.'1ce t;o you:,:·· cir0nla:.1:· lette:c of the~ 
" 

in 1:Leu 

·;:;t.c r,;c-rve:roJ. offico:ffl 
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port of entry b1.ri:i its i:.,i tnatt on and advantages f 0:c c m1m1cr· ce is 

ini'erior -to noe i:n IleVl England e 

co.wr.ae:rce 

Horth l-i..n1e::.:·ica ports and e.x:perienced merchants m~e or the opinion 
V 

thtt"t i t~rll still rno:r.-e rapidly increase ·when tho neVJ "';,;ari:ff' shall 

bccono f'nll~r e:f:fec-tive .. 
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to that period, several ca:r[;oes of' hemp, iTo:n R:'16. sailcloth 

were a:;:mually i,, ported f Tor1 the :nor~sr1 of Europe, irvhich trade has 

been enti:r'ely al)andoned by ou .. r merchants i:n co:nseque:ncc of -t:be 

higL dtrties on those articles. Salt, molasses i coffcf; and 

cocoa are .!Ghe pri:ncipal articles now 11::por-ted. · duty on sone 

of' these have bcf'-i1 rec1nnec1 one-half' and on the others :four-fifths 

( an.d which le.:tter .-~:fter the 3rfi of' :?:.Ia:rch next vn.lJ. be f:reo of ci.uty) 

59/1. fr m wt.at it form.erl2 nas vvhilc hin expense for a deput;y 

collector , cle:ck' s lure a~"'1d sta:'Gi0:.10ry rerrrai:n -thc--i sar11e ~ 

:f ollo-=/jf-j: 
. 

and .:.:;GOC each, one weigher a:n; guage:r 1360, f'ou::::· inspec-to:cs a:nd 

:i;edncec:1 to ·tLc :f ol1ovlinc f:ffITlfJ: Collec"i:;o:c ;)1137 

so rnv.ch b; the doc:rear:;c o:f. hns:Lnoss 
>: 

coo 
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Deputy ColJ..oc·to:.t 

CleTk 

.. eighc:r and G1..1ager 

Fou:c,i:nspeoto:r.s a:nd measurers 

l & Night Via tch 

1 Inspec-t;or C:: Eoarc1inc O:f:ficer 

l 17 

fl 

11 

n 

11 

Kittery 

1 Deputy Collector a"fld Inspec-'cor :Dover 

l 

1 

ii 

II 

Colebrook 

Rye 

£1 :;;5,-00 

fl t:tiJO 

II !JI. 800 ~-• .. r 

n :.'·300 :.· 

!? 500 

11 700 

II 700 

ri 200 

ii 200 

Ii 200 

fl L-n 
.)\.., 

1-1 100 

On IIiax·ch 31, lf-334, Collector Ptnke.:ri:nc rosigned w"l.d Da11i01 

Oru18..da :1 l,onovo:::-:', c;:r-ov, by leaps onc1 Lou.::.1ds 

O
.,.,.• .. 
...,;.. Li 

0 
\..., 
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'.-;.ras taJce:n :from For-i;sraot1:th bu i; the off::i_ce:rs :s:·crr-;ained on the pavro].l 
- t, 

'.i.'h,. ?.JADISO]J lo.ft "uehi:nd a boat named FFU\}TC H1 11v1lich becar:e 

in 12-51 t;: c fi:rst li.f'e saving vessel in tLis district. It 

I'"c provo<:'. o:f such value th.rt>. e ... r10-'cher was established 

Simpson. 

in 
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:follo-wcc1 by Jot.,cph L. I.ocke :i.:n 1844 ancl ·.iintbi~op ::Fic1w::cinc 

in 1845,. I:n that year> J\TebcEia.h L!oses was appointed por3tmar:rte:c, 

D2:n1.e.L ye:ugllan :naval officer and Augustus JenJdns Collcc-'Gor, the 

latter ·tal:in6 the place o:f Lary Gel.ell~ a laYiyer who s0:rved. as 

collector f'rOEi JuJ.3-r l ~ to Ap:ril 7, 1845~ 

1:n 1846, the qv.e~rtion aro:-,e concerni·as the f'.o.visibili-'Gjr of 

\'th :n the s02. :faTil1g nen o:f 

·i:;hat; the lj_ghts on ·the :n:nrnc~cons vessels would be co:n.fusi:nr:;. 

office o:r 11avel o:tfice:c, 

,. 
, · in·i:;z=::-c:-1.o:.c to ·t:::r0rrn pox··c;s a:n6. co!1n1uc1ed -t: e.-c rfi:1 :::1 }'.'ail:;::-·02.0.B 

_.f,.'( 
:.,.;. t.=. 

, .... ·;··;· 
·',. .•.. ~--
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t1rn 

ca::r.:c~/i.:ic out ev3-:i-:y refo.1.--rn 1i'lI:ieh may be us.ef'n1 :tn the district 

undc:c wy supe:rv:u.no:n - - - - ·- I be.:; lea.,-,,re to call ycirr at-t;ent:1-on 

... Go -tl.!.e :vosi·tio:n o.f' PQ::t.~-tfJmouth. and its :i..Dportanoe a.s ;3, port of' entry 

a 1_:ont 12 2 000 

Its collection district 

29:.364 

~ 

Jj_c r-:oo?.oit :f~,~·or,: Fovr Car::·clc ·co Dover Point, a a.iPrh:o:_,,_ce of oir;Lt 

Above the 
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opposite -to '"'chec it3, 1:te Eliot a:nd Kii:;-'ce:ry containing a.bout 4600. 

All these ~)laces recf)ive thei:r su-1)plies more or less b;y 

}:'or smmrth is half wa:y be ... t7vveen J?o:r.-tlc'lYic1 and F:os-'co:n, abm.:.t 60 miles 

diBta.:1t from each by water a.YJ.d 5- t is certai:nl,y true tli...a t the 

cow~1e:rce o:f .,c},is place has \Vi thin a f'ew years past been 

Ti!f-l-'Ge:r:tally J:·ea_uc.ec1 by the cons-t.z'l.Wi;io:n o:f railroads from :Poston 

rece:n.tly co:mpletecl at ·the cost of a Fl:tllion cl.olla:ci.s a rail:road 

o:f bv u 

th(; nortlw:cn 

:in 

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



. ' 

5:'heT.e is nothing ;__,,i;o:--prevent i:i:rade h.ere in tYe v'Jj_nter af> well as the 

other seasons and :l:n f'o::r.Ller jrears :fo2~eigt! t1~adc, a:r .. ci vals here 

h.2.ppencd i:nclisci.cEctely throughout the yea:.c •. 11 

'lh:1.s le-tt, r 1:01as in vain for the pe:csmrnel of :fifteen} 

exclusive of the coJ1ector, Ifaval OfJ"ice:r and. SnrtJeyor, ·aas 
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Alf:ced F. 

Sl1e:t1:1a.n 2:Jcyr!;on: -che last collector appointed in 1905 .. 
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