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Introduction

This study examines the history of the Dennett House on Prospect Street in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. It is not an architectural history, but rather a history of
those who lived in the house and on the surrounding land, as well as, the community in
which it existed. The study begins with a history of Portsmouth from the time of early
settlement, through the Revolution and industrialization. The economic, religious and
political influences of this span of years shaped the inhabitants of the Dennett house.
Following the history of Portsmouth itself the study examines the neighborhood of
Christian Shore, the original land owned by John Dennett and then the occupants of the
house for nearly three hundred years.

To date no first hand accounts have surfaced documenting life in the house.
Because of this lack of specific documentation we must instead draw conclusions based
on the public records left by the inhabitants, such as wills, deeds, census records and tax
roles. By piecing together the lives of the inhabitants of the house we are able to better
understand how the property may have been changed over time.
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The family with arguably the greatest amount of influence over the region during
early settlement was the Wentworth family. John Wentworth became Lieutenant-
Governor several years after Charles Il established New Hampshire as a province
separate from Massachusetts in 1679.° From 1715 until the Revolution, the Wentworths
continued as the ruling force in New Hampshire. The fourteen children of John and Sarah
Wentworth married into some of the colony’s most wealthy and powerful families.
quickly creating a network of kinship ties. In order to help New Hampshire colonists feel
some sense of order and security Lieutenant-Governor, John Wentworth, handed out
town charters for previously unsettled areas of the colony. By handing out charters to
friends and family, the charters also worked as a tool for the Wentworths to establish
friendships that would greatly aid their political agenda. Through marriage and charters
the Wentworths formed close networks with the elite members of colonial New
Hampshire society.® Overall the rule of the Wentworths did result in general prosperity
for the colony of New Hampshire during the eighteenth century.’

During early settlement the area that encompasses modern-day Portsmouth
included portions of many surrounding towns. By the 1680s the primary area of
settlement and maritime activity centered around the area known as Strawberry Banke.”
By the mid seventeenth century power was harvested by two mill ponds, North and
South.” The power harvested from the North Mill Pond was used at a saw mill starting in
the 1660s while the South Mill Pond was used for a grist mill. In Building Portsmouth,
Richard Candee describes “‘three granite knolls” in Portsmouth, including the area in the
North End (now the site of the Sheraton Hotel) that was used during this early period of
settlement for windmills.'’ It was in the 1690s that settlement began to move into this
area of north Portsmouth when Portsmouth’s largest landowners, Richard Cutt, John Cutt,
John Pickering, and the Parish (Glebe Land) began to subdivide land. ""In 1708, the
remaining Glebe Lands (land owned by the church) were rented out to individuals as
house lots to create revenue.'? At this time plots of land were also reserved for a meeting
house, a prison, an almshouse, and a burial ground. The meeting house was moved from
its previous location on Meeting House Hill (the present locatlon of the Portsmouth
Children’s Museum) to its present location in Market Square.'’ Therefore between 1690
and 1710 Portsmouth transitioned from a rural settlement to a more urban town with a
grid of streets creating the framework for the downtown area we know today.

Religion in Portsmouth had a rocky history during the seventeenth century. As
stated previously, New Hampshire held a somewhat unique place in New England, being
founded largely for economic reasons, rather than for the religious freedoms that
Massachusetts settlers sought. Several ministers were sent to Portsmouth in the early
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greater fortunes were made during and after the Revolution through privateering.
Privateers were merchantmen that armed their ships and were authorized to seize goods,
called “prizes” from British merchant vessels. Unfortunately many of the materials and
men used on privateering vessels took much needed resources away from the new
Continental Navy. Privateering did however, save some of Portsmouth’s economy during

the Revolution.

With the ratification of the Constitution in 1788 came the promise of returned
economic prosperity for Portsmouth. The town began to work on various modemn
improvements including the aqueduct in 1798.2° The system, one of only a handful in
America at the time, brought fresh spring water to the homes of Portsmouth’s wealthiest
residents. In 1802, 1806 and 1813 Portsmouth experienced devastating fires that
destroyed much of the area we now know as downtown. Following the War of 1812 the
city experienced further economic hardship prompting it to change its economic base
from the sea to manufacturing.21 The city’s downtown was rebuilt in brick and it saw
other advancements such as the construction of a bridge that connected Portsmouth’s
North End to Kittery.”? In 1821 the Portsmouth Mill Company was formed “with the
purpose of improving the water privilege at the North Mill Pond and exploiting it for the
production of woolen fabrics.” Among the original incorporators was a Dennett relative,
Ephraim.”> During the nineteenth century many factories dotted the landscape in
Portsmouth, especially in the North End and the Islington Creek area, around the North
Mill Pond. The most famous of which was probably the Frank Jones Brewery, at one
time one of the country’s largest breweries. Other professional pursuits thrived during
this time as well, such as banking and insurance. Navai construction flourished in the
community again during the Civil War.

The city had a population explosion between 1840 and 1850, increasing by nearly
24%. from 7,887 to 9,738. The pog)ulation increase also signified the first significant
immigrant populations in the city. *In The Portsmouth Book lsrael Putnam Miller
reflects on the changes that Portsmouth went through from the 1840s to the 1890s. He
recalls that during the earlier part of the century, “...the population of [Portsmouth] was
composed almost wholly of the descendents of early colonists.” This would quickly
change, however, by the 1850s when immigrants began to flock to the city. The major
influx of immigrants in Portsmouth occurred slightly later than in other New Hampshire
towns, due to Portsmouth’s delayed industrialization. Portsmouth was unable to rely on
water-powered mills as many New Hampshire towns began to in the 1820s, due to a lack
of water-power. Instead, industry did not take hold of the city until the introduction of
steam power in the 1840s.”" As was the case wherever industrialization hit, after industry
came to Portsmouth the town was quickly and drastically altered. Increased populations

led to increased crime and poverty.
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Portsmouth went through drastic changes in the two hundred years following its
settlement in the mid seventeenth century. Through this period of change many houses
remained and many remain until today. The houses stood as landmarks to a time gone by.
a time often romanticized during the Colonial Revival Period of the early nineteenth
century. One such house is the Dennett House on Prospect Street. The house, sometimes
called the “Beehive”, has its share of romantic tales appearing in Portsmouth folklore.
This study will explore the families of the house and will show how members of the
family it into the history of the city of Portsmouth and the state of New Hampshire.
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In the early nineteenth century, the Christian Shore and North Mill Pond
neighborhood, once known as farm land, became the home to small industry with a new
grist mill in 1817, a glue house owned by John Bowles, the Jackson family’s slaughter
house, and the Goodrich Tannery.” Jabez Dodge operated a pottery shop during the
1820s and 30s and by 1839 a brick manufacturer became established along the banks of
the North Mill Pond as well.*® The neighborhood also had a long tradition of carpenters
from the time of John Dennett in the seventeenth century all the way through the
nineteenth century when it was still home to numerous builders and joiners.”’

The House and Property of John Dennett

Speculation persists concerning the construction date of the Dennett House. No
doubt further architectural analysis will shed light on this and many other aspects of the
house’s physical history. Some early histories, such as Gumey’s nineteenth century,
Portsmouth Historic and Picturesque, claim the house was built as early as 1680. Modem
historians have speculated this date is closer to 1700.

John Dennett first appears on the Portsmouth tax list in 1669-1671, however no
specific amount of property is listed.*® The first concrete evidence that exists of John
owning land in Portsmouth is in 1673 when he purchased twelve acres of land from John
Fernald of Kittery. The land was bounded by land owned by Richard Jackson, who built a
house ca. 1664, the Jackson House, which still stands on the northern side of the North
Mill Pond. According to John Dennett’s deed, the land was at least partly wooded at the
time he purchased it. No buildings were mentioned.*’

By 1678 John purchased an additional fifteen acres of land in the “Fresh Creek”
or Islington Creek area of Portsmouth, the area now known as the North Mill Pond. This
land, which John Dennett purchased from Matthew Ham Jr., also abutted land of Richard
Jackson and had originally been granted to Matthew Ham Sr. by the town of
Portsmouth.”® A 1680 deed shows John purchasing land from Thomas Ham, brother of
Matthew Jr., this land is also described as being a fifteen acre parcel formerly owned by
Matthew Ham Sr.*' It is somewhat unclear as to whether this is the same land purchased
from Matthew which Thomas may have had joint interest in or if John purchased a total
of thirty acres from the two Ham brothers. Regardless, by 1680 John Dennett owned a
large amount of land in the area where the Dennett House now stands. John also added to
his Christian Shore landholdings in 1688 purchasing fourteen acres of land and an “‘old
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house™ from John Jackson. In 1689 John also purchased a house lot from John Graffort at
Strawbery banke.*?

eos

In 1694 John received a grant of land from the town of Portsmouth “in
consideration of twentie four pounds thirteen shillings and six pounds which the town is
Justly indebted...For work done...” John received a piece of land which appears to be
between Christian Shore and the Piscataqua River, heading towards Newington.* During
the 1690s the original four primary landholders of Portsmouth, one being the town of
Portsmouth itself (in the form of glebe land), began to subdivide land.** In 1697 John
added an additional thirteen acres of land at the entrance of “marsh creek commonly
called [Cutts Creek].”® The final portion added to the property of John Dennett came in
1700 when he purchased fourteen acres of land located at “Ragged Neck” from Roger
Swaine, including “all and singular houses, buildings, stables, gardens, orchards...”** By
the time of his death John Dennett appears to have had land holdings of at least one
hundred acres extending from Christian Shore towards present day Newington, probably

near present day Gosling Road. 7

The will of John Dennett does provide additional information about his land
holdings. At the time of his death in 1709 John’s property included orchards, gardens and
a house, which presumably included the present day Dennett House on Christian Shore
and its surrounding land. The house description in John’s will fits with the general
characteristics of houses built by New England’s earliest settlers. These early houses
often faced south with a kitchen garden in the front, protected from the winds from the
north, which were likely quite intense on the hill at Christian Shore. Specific description
of additional outbuildings on the property have not been found, however early settlers
would have likely followed English tradition which would have included several small
shed structures, one for animals, another for tools and hay or they would have combined
these functions into one barn building (the single barn structure was a later ““American
innovation”).* We know that John owned 3 acres of salt marsh in Little Harbor, where
he likely wo(uld have been harvesting hay to then feed his animals back at his Christian

. 49
Shore farm.
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The Families of the Dennett House

John Dennett (1646-1709)

John Dennett immigrated to the area known as Piscataqua in about 1668. He came
to the colonies from the town on Hurstpierpoint in the southern agrarian county of
Sussex, England. Accordmg to one genealogy John Dennett came to the colonies with his
brother Alexander.’® In 1672 John Dennett took oath as a freeman.”' The father of John
and Alexander is believed to have come to the colonies either with or shortly after his two
sons.”” In 1678 both “Jno. Dennett, Sen’r” and “Jno. Dennett” appear on a list of
Portsmouth Tythingmen.°3 In 1673 John married Amy Sherburne and the two had four
children, Ephraim (1683-1741), John (1675-1742), Ammy (1679-1769), and Joseph

(1681-1714).

Most early New England settlers essentially had two careers, one being a trade or
specialty such as carpenter cooper, blacksmith, or merchant and the other being a
subsistence farmer.”* In addition to running his farm, John worked as a carpenter, more
specifically one 1688 deed describes him as a “house carpenter. " In 1687 John Dennett
was paid 11 pounds for carpentry work done at the school house.”® One genealogical
account describes John as becoming a “wealthy and influential citizen.””’ Evidence of
this rise to prominence can be seen in his civic record which included seven years of
service as a selectman, service as tax collector in 1689 and as a member of the legislature
in 1702.°* In addition John appears in numerous places in probate records, all giving
testament to his position in the community. In 1691 he is listed in the will of John
Brewster, naming him and Samuel Penhallow “to be my Overseers” advising his wife and
children.>’ In 1695 John Fletcher gives the same position to John Dennett and Samuel
Kiese. also leaving John a silver spoon.60 John appears in numerous additional wills and

probates as a witness.

John Dennett was the signer of a petition addressed to the King against
“unreasonable demands of our pretended proprietor, Robert Mason, Esq.”(’] Captain John
Mason was granted land in New Hampshire in the early seventeenth century, however
later in the century when Robert tried to lay claims to these original Masonian patents
there was much dissention amongst settlers. John Dennett was amongst this group
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Like many in early New Hampshire, Ephraim’s political connections no doubt
contributed to his vast land holdings. Accounts differ concerning the size of his
landholding at the time of his death, with sources suggesting somewhere between 239 '
and perhaps as much as 360 acres of land. In addition to the Dennett House anci
surrounding property, Ephraim retained land in the area known as Bloody Point, which
became the town of Newington in 1713, and appears to have considered hir,nself a
resident of both Portsmouth and Newingion.”’ Ephraim Dennett appears on a list of 101
“residents” of Newington that were original grantees of the town of Barnstead, New
Hampshire.77 Ephraim also had land holdings in the town of Chichester. Both the l,and in
Chichester and the land in Barnstead were sold by Ephraim’s estate in 1768 some twenty-
seven years after his death. Neither Ephraim nor many of the other original grantees of
the town of Barnstead lived to see its settlement, which did not occur until 1765.”®
Instead Ephraim (and subsequent generations of Dennett’s) profited from selling his land
in outlying communities. Ephraim sold land in Barnstead, Gilmanton, and Chester in
1733, 1734, and 1738, respectively. " James Garvin recognizes this trend stating that
original proprietor’s of many New Hampshire towns reserved “to themselves a generous
portion of each township to be disposed of later when the efforts of neighboring settlers

) ) 80
had increased its value.”

Not surprisingly, given his position of prominence in eighteenth century
Portsmouth Ephraim Dennett was also a slave owner. A 1727 tax assessment lists one
slave in addition to “1 house, 1 pole, 10 oxen, 2 horses, 2 hogs, 6 [acres] tillage, 20
[acres] meadow...” Upon his death in 1741 his estate still included “1 Ould negro man.”
No record appears to exist which lists the name or any other information about this
enslaved individual. We can infer certain things about the life of this individual based on
research done by Valerie Cunningham in Black Portsmouth. 1t is likely that the individual
attended the North Church with the Dennett family as slave owners were required to
purchase pews for their slaves.?! 1t is also possible that he was buried at the recently
unearthed “Negro Burial Ground” on Chestnut Street, as it was not until the 1790s that
Blacks began to be buried in Portsmouth’s North Cemetery.*? It is likely that this

individual worked on the farm described in the estate inventory of Ephraim.*

-
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lying Northerly of said mansion House called the Pasture, also about two
and one half acres of wood land on the North West corn of a tract of land
at Gravelly Ridge so called bounded westerly thirty two rods by
Thompson land, Northerly thirty two rods by Land belonging to the estate
of Charles Dennet, deceased, easterly thirty two rods and southerly thirty
two rods hereafter set off to the said Jeremiah Dennet with the ---- of
passing through said Jeremiahs Land to said Wood Land to the said John

Dennett his Heirs and Assigns forever.

Of this record most important to this study are the first few lines, which gave John
Dennett the “mansion house” or the present Dennett House.

The New Hampshire State Papers show an account of John Dennett’s service
during the Revolutionary War. When Governor Wentworth put out the call for troops to
defend Fort William and Mary against approaching British forces, John Dennett as
captain of the regiment was approached by Theodore Atkinson. A letter signed by
Dennett as well as James Stoodley stated: “Pursuant to the within Warrant we have
paraded the streets, caused the Drums to be beat, & Proclamation to be made at all Public
corners & on the Place of Parade, no person appearing to Enlist we wait for further
orders.”®? Despite this somewhat troubled account of failing to enlist the men needed for
his regiment, according to one genealogy, John did go on to “[serve] with marked
distinction in the Revolutionary War, enlisting as a private and rising to the rank of
Captain.” Although John Dennett appears to have initially had trouble mustering support
we know that the gunpowder at the Fort was successfully secured for the colonists. The
same genealogy cited above states, “For his eminent service [John Dennett] was
presented with a sword by the citizens of Portsmouth, appropriately inscribed.””

Like other family members, John Dennett profited from selling land granted to
previous generations of his family. In 1773 he sold land that had been granted to Ephraim
located in Ban‘ing‘fon.g4 Also in 1773 and then in 1775 and 1776 he sells tracts ot land in
Chester, Brentwood and Cheshire, all originally belonging to his father, Ephraim.” In
1785 he formally grants the town of Portsmouth the land for present day Dennett Street.
He also sells small pieces of land near the North Mill Pond to various craftsmen that the
area would eventually become well known for, including William Cotton, tanner, Henry
Sherburne. blacksmith and son-in-law of John Dennett, and Timothy Ham. joiner.% John,
like his father was identified as a “‘gentleman” or “Esquire” on all of these transactions.
signifying his position of importance in Portsmouth society. From 1770, when he

"2 Letter originally published in New Hampshire State Papers, also appears in Thev Came to Fish by
Raymond Brighton, Vol 2, pp 91-92. '

o Unpublished genealogical notes of Joseph Frost, Portsmouth Athenaeum, vertical file.
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Isaac Tucker, Rockingham County Deeds, Book 106, Page 554; John Dennett to Thomas Fowler,
Rockingham County Deeds, Book 109, Page 229. 7

% John Dennett to William Cotton, Rockingham County Deeds. Book 113, Page 265: John Dennett to
Henry Sherburne. Rockingham County Deeds, Book 142. Page 382. John Dennett to Timothy Ham,

Rockingham County Deeds, Book 96. Page 439.

17




Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H., with permission of the author, copyright restricted



Dennett House. Many of those thirty-two properties are described in deeds as “part of the
land bought from John Dennett.” Unfortunately it was not possible to decipher which of
these tracts of land included the Dennett House on Prospect Street.'® Thus from about
1800 to 1836 the ownership of the house remains uncertain. We do know that at this time

the house had left the Dennett family.

In 1836 the Dennett House is owned by William Jarvis. Jarvis lived in
Weathersfield, Vermont, however he had strong ties to Portsmouth. His two marriages
first to Mary Pepperrell Sparhawk and second to Ann Elizabeth Bartlett, both had
Portsmouth connections. Although he does not appear to have lived in Portsmouth for an
extended period, in 1806, his wife and daughter were living in Portsmouth.'"® How Jarvis
acquired the property remains a mystery, as does his use of the property. Perhaps he
purchased it as an investment with no intention of living there, perhaps he purchased it
for his family to live in while in Portsmouth, or perhaps he or one of his wives inherited
the property from a family member. The first two scenarios, although possible, are less
likely as no deed exists showing Jarvis purchasing the property. The next known owner
of the building was Charles Holman who _Purchases the property from Jarvis in 1836 and

then sold it to Jonathan Roberts in 1837.1°

The next almost one hundred years of occupancy of the Dennett House can first
be found in City Directories, with ownership verified in probate records. During this time
the house remained with Jonathan Roberts and his descendents. In 1851 the Ciry
Directory began publishing street indexes, listing individuals in order of house numbers
for all of the city streets. Because of some confusion resulting from changing street
numbers, it is difficult to determine which number the Dennett House was in 1851,
however tracing occupants back it appears to be number 9 Prospect in 1851. The
Directory for this year lists Jonathan Roberts and Daniel S. Barbour as the two occupants
of the house. Daniel S. Barbour is likely a tenant or farm hand, as Jonathan Roberts is a
farmer.'® The 1850 Portsmouth census shows Jonathan Roberts owning real estate
valued at $2000 and living with his wife Mary, daughters Mary A. (age 19) and Ester
(age 16), and a farm hand, Samuel Sampson (age 26). In 1860 the real estate of Jonathan
Roberts is the most valuable in the census area, valued at $3500 with most surrounding
properties valued at $1000. At this time his children have left and he lives with his wife

and a farm hand, James MOUMO?{OIOQ Reuben Worster who is listed as a laborer also lives
in the house from 1869 to 1871.

[
105 See appendix for list of properties sold by Seth Walker between 1789 and 1834.

106 A Jetter in the William Jarvis Papers. 1793-1845. at the Vermont Historical Society Library, Doc. 62-63,
from S. Sparhawk of Portsmouth to William Jarvis in Vermont discusses the care of Jarvis’s sick witfe and

daughter.
107 wWilliam Jarvis to Charles Holman. Rockingham County Deeds. Book 284, Page 002 and 005; Charles
Holman to Jonathan Roberts. Rockingham County Deeds. Book 285, Page 285.

108 portsmouth City Directorny. 18671
191 850 United States Census. Rockingham County. Portsmouth. 1624:/860 United States Census,

Rockingham County. Portsmouth. 630,
N0 poyrsmouth City Direciory. 1869. 1871.




The Dennett House is occupied by Jonathan Roberts unti

records show he died in 1874. Roberts left the “house, barn and lcl;lttlvlv}}egr?l rvl\;hvsnrel;irg:ags
Prospect Street” to daughter, Margaret J. Clark, for the rest of her life. Upon the death of
Margaret J. Clark he instructs the house should go to her daughter Edith Clark and great
grandson Frank Knox.'"! Tax records show the property owned by Jonathan Robeli i
1874 and by Margaret Clark in 1875."'% Directories confirm the tax records and will é)r;
Rob'ert's, showing Mrs. Margaret Clark as occupant of the house, with various tenants
beginning until 1916. In 1885 Margaret Clark’s tax assessment shows that in additi;)n to
the real estate of the house on Prospect Street she had ! horse and 2 cows, confirmin
that there was some kind of stable or small barn at this late date.'"® From 1’890 to 190%
the house is also occupied by Ashbell Brown, an engineer with the Boston and Mai
Railroad.'" In the 1912 Directory a portion of the house is occupied Julia A. Broughtg;e

the widow of James H. Broughton.'"

Following Margaret Clark’s death in 1916 the house is occupied by her daughter
Mrs. Edith B. Brown, widow of Ashville (probably Ashbell above), until she dies in
1925. In her will Edith Brown leaves the house to her nieces and nephews, the Pope
children on South Hamilton, Massachusetts. In 1927 the house is vacant w’hen deegs
show the group of minors, with Elmer R. Pope as their guardian, selling the house to
Margaret Abbott. In 1925 the Dennett House was described as a “double house”
confirming that the multiple occupants over the nineteenth century were possibly livin
in two halves of a duplex, rather than boarding. A detailed inventory of the house’gs;
contents at the time of Edith Brown’s death also exists in her will."'*

In 1927 the house and land are appraised for $2700 and are sold for $3600 to
Margaret Abbott.!'” Margaret Abbott’s husband, Elwood, was a grocer at 332 Pleasant
and the couple lived at 43 Manning Street.''® Margaret Abbott receives a mortgage for
the property from Piscataqua Savings Bank and not surprisingly at the height of the Great
Depression she, like many property owners, lost the property to foreclosure in 1933 e
Also not surprisingly, although a notice of foreclosure auction was posted for ‘the
property in 1933, Piscataqua Savings Bank did not sell the property until 1935. Joseph St
Pierre purchased the property from the Bank for $1 in 1935.'%° According to Piscataqué
Savings Bank’s present president, Jay Gibson, before 1980 it was not uncommon for the
bank to sell houses for $1 if only one bidder came to an auction. This was especially true

tollowing the Depression when the bank likely held title to numerous foreclosed

U
"4 will of Jonathan Roberts, Rockingham County Registry of Probate, 1528.

e City ()/'I’m'r‘s'mout/z Tax Records, 1873, 1874, 1875.
" Cirv of Portsmouth Tax Records, 1885.
1 porrsmouth City Directory, 1890-1908.

1S porrsmouth City Directory, 1910, 1912,
||f Wwill of Edith Brown, Rock.ingham County Registry of Probate. 22150.
""" Deed, J. Elmer Pope guardian of Horace E. Pope to Margaret Abbott, Rockingham County Deeds, Book

766, Page 292.
HE portsmouth City Directory, 1929.
1 Eoreclosure, Margaret Abbott to Piscataqua Savings Bank, Rockingham County Deeds, Book 890, Page

211

12" Deed, Piscataqua Savings Bank to Joseph St. Pierre, Rockingham County Deeds, Book 906, Page 203.
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propert?es and was itself unable to continue paying property taxes on the numerous
properties.

Following the sale for $1, in 1939 and then again in 194 i
from Joseph St. Pierre to his wife Beatrice St. Pierre.%l Joseph ézt.dlfie:rsreg;)\éz;};leopre(;g’te' Ft)i
a bakery from the building across the street from the house around 1939 mO\I;in 1}11]1fD
operation from Vaughan Street.'”? The property was divided into as much E;.S four rg;nta?
units while Joseph St. Pierre owned it. Renters included various individuals working at
the various factories in Portsmouth, as well as the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard gthe
Wentworth Hotel and WHEB.'?* In 1952 there is further confirmation that the house’ was
divided into at least four apartments as the deed from Beatrice to Donald St. Pierre
includes the house as well as “four refrigerators and four stoves.”'** Donald St. Pierre
then ta?kes a mortgage against the property with Piscataqua Savings Bank for $12. 000 in
1957.'% Donald conveyed the land to Joseph St. Pierre and in 1959 Joseph ,took a
mortgage against the property for $5000. This 1959 deed is also the first to mention the
“bakery” builgi)ng, although according to the Directories it had been there for at least
twenty yearls7.7' From 1959 through 1965 the building is divided into five and then six
apartments. ~~ In 1962 the St. Pierre’s sell the property to Sarah Bratter. Upon Sarah’s
death in 1985 thg property passed to her daughter, Goldie Fink, who continues to rent the
SIX apartments.l'8 In 2005, 10" generation descendents of John Dennett acquire the

property, bringing the homestead back into the Dennett family after nearly two hundred

years.

I —
121 Deed. Joseph St. Pierre to Beatrice St. Pierre. Rockingham County Deeds, Book 954, Page 306 and

Book 1000. Page 267.
12 porrsmouth City Divectory, 1934 and 1939.

22 porrsmouth City Direclor’, 1934-1952.
124 Deed. Beatrice St. Pierre to Donaid St. Pierre. Rockingham County Deeds, Book 1254, Page 064.

25 Deed. Donald St. Pierre to Piscataqua Savings Bank, Rockingham County Deeds, Book 1443, Page 399.

120 yeed. Joseph St Pierre to Piscataqua Savings Bank. Rockingham County Deeds, Book 1498, Page 453

2o ity Directory. 1959-1965 ’ o
Portsmouth Ciiy Directory. 5.

128 Deed. Donald St. Pierre o Sarah Bratter, Rockingham County Deeds, Book 1622, Page 232 Deed

Piscataqua Savings to Sarah Bratter. Rockingham County Deeds. Book 1735, Page 459. ’
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The Dennett Farm at Gravelly Ridge

John Dennett received a piece of land near Newington as payment for services
provided to the Town of Portsmouth in 1694. This land remained in the family until at
least the 1920s. Later known as “Gravelly Ridge” the area is now home to shopping malls
and department stores such at Kmart, Home Depot, and Shaws. Unlike the Dennett House
on Prospect Street, nothing remains as evidence to the long residence of Dennetts in this
area. Although some of the information in the following section was at one time believed
to be referring to the house on Prospect Street, it is now clear that Jeremiah Dennett and
his descendents resided in a house at Gravelly Ridge rather than in the Dennett House on

Prospect.
Jeremiah Dennett (1752-1818)

Jeremiah lived on the portion of his grandfather’s estate located at Gravelly
Ridge. In the probate record of Ephraim Dennett Sr.’s his estate is divided to give
Jeremiah “his third part of the estate viz about ----- of land and House .... Said John
Dennetts House down to the creck south of Nathaniel Jackson™ [land on the northeast
side of present day Maplewood Ave] and “the whole of the land at Gravelly Ridge so
called being about eighty one acres except about six and one half acres set off as above to
John Dennett with a passage through to said six and one half acres to said Jeremiah his

Heirs & assigns forever.”

Jeremiah Dennett was born in 1752, the eldest child of Ephraim and Lydia
Dennett and the only child to survive to adulthood. He was baptized at the North Church
as a “young man” May 28, 1769."* Jeremiah married Susannah Peverly of Greenland in
1772 and the two had ten children. Like his grandfather, Jeremiah appears to have had
close ties to the town of Newington as well as Portsmouth. His eldest daughter Lydia is
recorded in births for the town of Newington in 1773."*° Lydia also married into the
Shackford family of Barnstead (the town of Barnstead was granted to residents of
Newington). In addition Jeremiah’s daughter Catherine and son Mark both married

members of Newington’s Fabyan family.

Jeremiah, like his father and grandfather, profited from selling land granted to
previous generations in other New Hampshire towns. In 1773 and again in 1804 he sold
land in Gilmanton that had originally been granted to Ephraim Jr. and in 1798 he sold
land in Canterbul‘y.I3I We also know that Jeremiah was a supporter of the Continental
cause during the Revolution, signing the Association Test in Portsmouth in 1776.'%

[
129 North Church Records. Portsmouth Athenaeum (transcribed volumes).

130 Newingron Families in the Eighteenth Century, Portsmouth Athenaeum.
'l Deed. Jeremiah Dennett to Israel Farrar, Rockingham County Deeds, Book 102, Page 332, land in
Gilmanton: Deed. Jeremiah Dennett to Dudley Lyford. Rockingham County Deeds, Book 149, Pages 89-
90, land in Canterbury: Deed. Jeremiah Dennett to Joseph I.ibbey. Rockingham County Deeds, Book 169.
Page 240. land in Gilmanton.

B Signers of the Association Test are listed in Brewster's Rambles About Portsmouth. Ramble 44.
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Jeremiah was identified as a “yeoman” on deeds dated fi

< . . rom 1773 to 1804 and
thgn as Esqu1re/husbapdman on later deeds. In the 1790 Census Jeremiah is listedare]ls
living in Portsmouth with a household that included 1 white male over 16, 4 white males

under 16 and 6 white females.'*

o When Jeremiah died in 1818 his estate was divided in a rather uneven manner
His wife Susanah received one third of his real and personal property, not uncommon du '
to the previous colonial system that ensured widows one third of the’ir husband’s estat y
Among his daughters, all of whom were married, two received a token amount of $61%
while the other two received land in Portsmouth. Among his six sons the remainder of his

considerable real estate was divided.

The land specifically mentioned in Jeremiah’s will is on the northern side of
present Maplewood Ave, between the Mill Pond and the Cutts Mansion (Route 1
Bypass). He divides this land into house lots for many of his children. Jeremiah left his
son George with a lot of land “on which my said son George has built a house” which
was also described as being located next to a lot “devised to my son Ephraim.” Other

nfirm that this land was on present day Maplewood Ave, as it

description in the will co
2134

was “bounded southerly on the post road leading from Walkers mills to Newington
An 1806 deed describes the land as being located at Jackson’s Creek, likely near pre.sent
day Northwest Street in Portsmouth.”>® It does not appear that in 18’21 George lived on
this property as his house was listed as being on the other side of town on South Street in
the 1821 Portsmouth City Directory."”® In the same year Jeremiah’s son Ephraim is listed
as living on Dennett Street. He was likely living in the house now labeled the “Ephraim

Dennett House” located at Christian Shore.

Religiously, through the early 1800s, the Dennetts continued to be faithful to

Portsmouth’s North Church. Jeremiah’s children can be found in baptism records'?’ and

in 1817 the pew tax list includes J. Plumer, Jeremiah, and Nathaniel. However by 1840
no Dennetts are listed in the North Church pew tax.'*®

Mark Dennett (1783-1858)

Although the sixth child of Jeremiah and Susannah Dennett, Mark Dennett did
succeed in inheriting the Dmmett farm at Gravelly Ridge from his father. Mark married
an of Newington 1n 1810 and the two had eight children. Following Olive’s

Olive Faby
Susan Thompson Huntress.

death in 1840 Mark married for a second time,

In 1821 and 1827 Mark appears in the Portsmouth City Directory, listed as being
a farmer on Dennett’s Lane “west of Northroad.” An 1829 deed refers to Mark as a
[
1331790 US Census

1% Will of Jeremiah Dennett

35 Deed, Margaret Nelson to Jeremiah Dennett. Rockingham County Deeds, Book 175, Page 307.
Citv Directoi. 1821

salogical Record. original printing 1903-1910, Heritage Books., Bowie, MD
4546 and 79 and volume 7. page 12. 14, 16,74, and 76.

I Papers MS36. Box S folder 1. Portsmouth Athenaeum.

13 portsmouth
37 New Hampshire Gene
(reprinted), volume 6. p-
¥ pew Tax Lists, North Churc
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“laborer.”"* Northroad referred to the stretch of road from the “North Mill Bridge to
Newington.”"*? The stretch of road close to the Mill Pond and Dennett Street was known
as North Street, whereas the stretch leading to outlying areas and Newington was known
as North Road. The 1839 Directory further defines the location of Mark’s farm as on
North Road nearly opposite the Gravelly Ridge School. '*! Dennett’s Lane in the earlier
Directories may have been referring to the current Durgin’s Lane located across from the
Gravelly Ridge School, the present road from Woodbury Ave to Home Depot.

Mark’s five brothers all remained in Portsmouth at this time, listed as follows in
the directory: George B., boatbuilder, shop Church Lane, house South Street; Ephraim.
mason, Dennett Street; John P., joiner, North Street (now Maplewood Ave.); William
ship master, Daniel Street; Jeremiah, ship master, house Joshua Street. ’

Mark was a member of Portsmouth’s Methodist Church which was officially
established in 1808.'* He purchased a pew in the Vaughan Street Meeting House in 1811
from his brother John Plumer Dennett.'* It appears that John P. returned to the North
Church at this time. Portsmouth’s Methodist Society constructed a new building on State
Street in 1827 (now the Temple Israel). In 1829 the Society’s thirty-seven members,
including Mark, sold their former Meetir}g House to a group which included, furniture

maker and developer, Langley Boardman.

Mark sold a great deal of the land acquired by generations of Dennetts before
him. In 1817 he sold land at Gravelly Ridge, to Cyrus Frink. The Frink family went on to
construct a sizable farm near the present shopping malls on Woodbury Ave. In a series of
deed transactions between 1841 and 1852 Mark appears to mortgage much of the Dennett
property. In 1841 Mark mortgages 107 acres including “my homestead™ to William Jenes
for $400.'%° Then in 1842 Mark mortgages Mark R. Wendell $8000 worth of land.™*
Apparently in quite a state of financial hardship, in 1852 a deed shows Mark Dennett

selling one hundred and eight acres including “the homestead now occupied by myself”
to his son, William H. Dennett for four thousand dollars. The same deed allows Mark to

o “have free use of the same.” In this deed William Henry

“retain a life estate” and t sa

assumes the mortgage Mark had with William Jones.

At the time of his death in 1858 the dower record for his wife Susan described his

property. Although originally assumed to be the Dennett House on Prospect Street. it now

e
139 Deed, Members of the Methodist Meeting House to Langley Boardman, Henry Bufford, John Goddard.
Samuel Shackford, and William Tucker, Rockingham County Deeds, Book 258, Page 476.

M0 porsmouth City Direclory, 1821.p. 23.
14 portsmouth City Directory, 1839.p. 27.
Historic and Picturesque, Strawbery Banke, Portsmouth. 198 [reprinted]. p.

42 Gurney. C. S.. Portsmouth

rlﬁgbeedﬁ John P. Dennett to Mark Dennett, Rockingham County Deeds, Book 198, Page 66.

44 eed. Members of the Methodist Meeting House to Langley Boardman, Henry Bufford. John Goddard.
Samuel Shackford. and William Tucker. Rockingham County Deeds. Book 258, Page 476.

145 Deed, Mark Dennett 10 William Jones. Rockingham County Deeds. Book 301, Page 295.

140 eed. Mark Dennett 10 Mark R. Wendell, Rockingham County Deeds. Book 307, Pages 332-333.

"7 eed. Mark Dennett to William Henry Dennett. Rockingham County Deeds. Book 353. Page 62.
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appears that this document describes instead Mark’s House at Gravelly Ridge. The dower
record does provide one of the most complete descriptions of this Dennett property. Mark
Dennett’s property included: garden field, well, burying ground, farm, meadow field
“old™ orchard, woodland, Shannon pasture (land had formerly belonged to Nathanief
Shannon, purchased by Jeremiah in 1810), barn, barnyard, cider house, comn loft or
granary, “old” corn house, outbuildings, privy, and pond pasture. The dower record
provides us with physical description of rooms and how rooms were used. Susan’s
portion of the house included: kitchen, bedroom, front room, dairy room, bedroom and
back sitting room and upstairs rooms including a front chamber, a back chamber, cellar
and attic.'*® In the dower record Susan is also given permission to “[alter] her por’tion of
the house for her convenience as she may choose, by building stairs, cutting out
doorways and passage ways, putting in doors, or making other alterations and

improvements...”

William Henry Dennett (1818-1892)

A provision in the will of Jeremiah Dennett stated that the portion of his estate
inherited by Mark should then “descend to the youngest son of his body.”"™ Although
William Henry stood to inherit the land of his father, he instead purchased it prior to his
father’s death. In 1852 Wiiliam Henry purchased the Dennett Farm at Gravelly Ridge
from his father Mark. This fact was contested by Mark’s widow Susan upon his death
however the 1852 deed from Mark to William Henry clearly shows the sale took

151

place.

William Henry was the fifth child of Mark and Olive Dennett, married Mary E.
Robertson in 1845 and had thirteen children. The couple was in Kennebunk, Maine at the
time of the birth of their third child in 1850. In 1851 William Henry is listed in the
Portsmouth City Directory as living at 18 Russell Street and working as a machinist.
According to Raymond Brighton, William Henry was on the committee supervising the
construction of the new brick school house at Gravelly Ridge in 1853. Directories in
1856-7 and 1860-1 list William H. as a farmer living on Newington Road, likely with his
father Mark. whose house he had purchased. From 1864 to 1871 William Henry resided
at 1 Prospect Street, t_}le house on the comner of Prospect and present Maplewood, and is

- U R
listed as a machinist.

In 1871 for the amount of five hundred dollars, William Henry's brother Joseph
sells him the “parcels of land...being part of the Jeremiah Dennett Farm. namely the
tracts known as the Gate Field. the House field including the House and all the other
buildings on said farm...”"> This appears to be evidence of the brothers having a
temporary mortgage agreement, however on the same date, June 2. 1871, the same

e

% Dower record of Susan Dennett. Rockingham County Registry of Probate.

9 hower record of Susan Dennett. Rockingham County Registry of Probatc.

1S9 Wil of Jeremiah Dennett. Rockingham County Registry of Probate.

1 Deed. Mark Demnett to William Henry Dennett. Rockingham County Deeds. Book 353 Page 62

1 popesmouth City Directory, 1864-1871.
U Deed. Joseph Dennett to William Henry Denneti. Rockingham County Deeds. Book 431, Page 496
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Conclusion

Further architectural research will certainly fill out a complete study of the
Dennett House on Prospect Street. Certain facts uncovered during the course of this study
can be used to better understand when changes may have been made to the housc itself.
These facts which will no doubt shed light on the architectural history of the building
include: when the house passed from one family member to another, what the financial
position of the occupants of the house was and when the house was sold and for what
purpose it was used (rental or owner occupied). Although a great deal was uncovered
during the course of this study. every research project of this type leaves unanswered
questions, some are known, some are not yet anticipated. Further documents will no
doubt surface that may shed more light on the Dennett Family that descended from John
and lived in the house we know are the Beehive or Dennett House on Prospect Street. In
conclusion [ think it is important to disclose a few such questions that I was unable to

answer due to the limitations of sources available.

One question has already been addressed in the text of this report: to whom did
Seth Walker sell the house to and how did William Jarvis acquire the property? A gap
created by unclear deed descriptions and non-local probate records exists for the property

at this time.

The second is in regards to the burial location of several generations of the family.
According to Armstead Dennett, his father found a family burial plot near the Newington
boarder, or in fact in Newington, where at least fifteen members of the Dennett Family
were buried. This plot as well as a plot where Jeremiah was buried *“‘at Gravelly Ridge”
(possibly the same plot) were not able to be located during the course of this siudy.
Although extensive searches have been conducted in sources related to Newington and
Portsmouth cemeteries as well as me personally surveying the area repeated times, the
graves were simply not located. Perhaps destroyed years ago by developers or perhaps
still hidden in a portion of Jand now swampy and overgrown due to the numerous
drainage swales created by development around the malls, these cemeteries and the burial

location of several generations of this family remain a mystery.
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John Dennett, 1646 - 1709

Early Deed Records

RCRD
Date Grantor \ Grantee Consideratio W Comments
Book, Page
\ , 1673 \ 3 - 83B \ John Fernald l John Dennett 25 pounds l ...12 acres more or less between Jackson and Matoon
L \ Deced \ ‘ l for the sum of 25 pounds....."
\ May 6, 1678 J 3 - 135A \ Matthew Ham l John Dennett l 11 pounds, 5 1 15 acres of land |, bounded by Richard Jackson, William [lam and
r \ Deed \ s T shillings \ Richard Cutt, "...... to John Dennctt, his heirs and assignes forever..”
\ August 3, 1680 \ 3 - 158A \ Thomas Ham \ John Dennett 1 13 pounds L 15 acres more or less lying in the fresh marsh ereek, or in a cove called
\ \ Deed \ \ i \ broad cove, between Richard Jackson and Wm 1 lam'
\ , 1688 \ 4 - 387 \ john jackson Lst } John Dennett 1 ¢ 14 acres of land and "old house" in Christian Shore
\ | Ded | | il |
\ December 14,1689 l 4 - 3818 ‘ Thomas Graffort 1 John Dennett 1 12 pounds l -a certain plot of land (at Strawbery Banke)being 85 feet in breadth
\ \ Deed 1 \ \ \ and 88 feet in length, and adjoming to the land of Hanna Bock.."
December 12, 1693 \ 6 - 81 \ Shadrick Walton } John Dennett 1 14 pounds \ three acres of salt marsh being in Little Harbor bound
\ Deed \ \ \ \ and between Mark [ lunking's marsh....."
March 22, 1694 W 6 - 82 \ Town of Portsmouth J John Dennett 1 4p, 135 6d ‘ -.a parcel of land..." (in exchange for services to the town for which)
\ Deed \ 1 \ \ "...the Town 1s ]ustlv indebted to John Dennett for work done
Julv 27,1697 \ 6 - 1M T Nathaniel Jackson John Dennett 26 pounds " _..thirteen acres more or less lying in ve bottom ,of ye Broad cove and
\ Deed l at entrance to Fresh Marsh Creek...”
January 4, 1700/1701 ‘ 6 -773 Roger Swain Joha Dennett 40 pounds ".... 14 acres more or less, together with all buildings stab
' Deed gardens and orchards....."
i
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