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STATE OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

L. S.

OIl'l'SM:OUTH :PIEIl.

WHERE:AS, SAIIIU:EL SHERBURNE, ihcHARD
HART, and others have petitioned the (jenera]
Court, setti g forth, that they hold in common and
undivided certain Houses, out-Houses, Wharves,
and Pri lieges, in the town of Portsmouth in said
State, consisting ot thirty equal shares, which they
wish to hold in commort and undivided under one
general firm, by an act of incorporation, whereby
they apprehend the public will be greatly benefit­
ted, and individuals better provided for, than at
.present, and the private interest of said petitioners
aud their associates greatly promoted and perpetu­
ated, which could not be done unless tney were
erected into? body Politic- .

WHEREFORE they prayed that they might be
incorporated by the name aforesaid,-the design
of which enterprise appearing reasonable as well
as laudable-

{ In the Year of OUT Lord One Thousand
S Seven Hundred and Ninety Five.

AN ACT
TO fNCORPOllATE CERTAIN PERSONS AND THEIR

ASSOCIATES INTO A PROPRIETARY BY THE

NAIIIE OF THE iPROPRIETORS OF THE

NJ;W-HAIIIPSIUl\E HOTEL AND
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THEREFORE, Be it enacted, by the Senate and
House ofRepresentatives in General Court con­
vened; That the persons above named togeth ', h h '. ,el
wlt tell' asso.clates ,and assigns, who are or sh~ll
bec~me Pl'Opl'letor~ In said estate, so. long as they
co~tmue to. be propfl~~?rs thereof, shall be a Corpo­
ratIOn an,d Body POlItIC, oy the name of The New­
!lamp'shzre Hotel and P01'tsmouth Pier, contain­
l?g thirty equ~1 shares and no more, and to con­
tInue a boay cor~OI'ate and politic, with power of
perpetual successlOn, and by the name aforesaid
mar sue and ~e sued to final Judgme:>t and xe
c~tlOn, an~ do and, suffer all matters, acts, D

thlOgs, whlCh bodies Corporate can or ouo-ht to d
and suffer: And the said Corporation nfay hav~
and use a Common Seal, and the same bTIay break
and alter at pleasure.

" .!ln~ be. jt further enacted, That a meeting of
saId PlOpIletors shall be holden annually at said
Portsmoutl!, on th~ third Monday (}f January.
An~ the saJ.d Propnetors 1l:Iay call and hold Quar­
t~r1y lVIeetmgs, .01'. occ.asional Meetin s at such
tIme and place wlthlll thlS State, and' i 'such man-.
nel: as they.may from time to time direct, at any of
w~lCh meetmgs, th!;y may by a majority of Pro­
prJetor.s prese[,Jt, or. such persons by them legally
authorI~ed, :hoo~e ~ny officers. the Proprietors
:nay thmkplOpel, fOI the regulation of their Meet­
lDi?s, or th~ m nagement of their affairs. And the
said ProjDr~etors are l1ereby empowered at any
such meefmg, by vote as aforesaid, to assess Tax­
es" m1!ke B~'-Laws, to regulate and determine
the~r proceedI~gs~,respecting t~e appropriations of
their Funds, 01 dHectlon of theil' affairs, and shall
and may make and establish any rules, orders and
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regulations for the management of their affairs or
interests, not repugnant to the Laws of this State,
and the records and proceedings of said propr:ietors;
posterior to their incorporation, and authentICated
copies thereof, shall be received in the same man­
ner as the records and authenticated copies of
other Corporations are within thi~ State. '

.Ilnd be it further enacted, That Elijah Hall
be, and hereby is directed and authorized to call
the first meeting of said Proprietors, by virtue of
this Incorpor:ttion, giving notice in one of the New­
Ha P1!hire Newspapers in said Portsmouth, of fif­
teen .d~s at least, prior to the time of holding sllch
meetmgs. .

.Ilnd be it further enacted, by the mttlwrity
aforesaid, IT'hat this Act, and all Rules, By-La:vs,
Regulations and proceedings of said COI:poratlOn,
shaH'be fairly and truly recorded by theil' Clerk,
in a Book or Books provided and kept for that
purpose. ,

And e it further enacted, That such of sa.ld
Proprietors as think pl:oper, may co~vey an.d dIS­

pose of eir Shares In sai::! Propl'letary, JI1 the
same mannel s I?Jther Real Estate is by law con­
veyed and held in this . ate, as well as by record­
ing their Deeds in the Recortls of said Proprietary.
And those persons to Whom they sell their Shares,
shull be held to comply with the same rules and
regulations as original Proprietors are bound to do
in and by this Act. .

.I1nd be it further enr!cted, by the authonty
aforesaid, Th.at if any tax or assessments rna.de lily
\laid CorporatIOn, on the several Share.~, fOl ,~a­
king any addition of Wharves, or erect.mg J3l\1ld­
ings, or repairing the same, or transactmg any of

1* .

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.



STATE OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE,
In the year of our' Lord, .one Thousand Eight Hundred

and Twenly-Eight.
AN ACT in addition to an Act passed January ·25th,

A.'n. 1795, entitled an Act to incorporate certain persons,
and their associates, into a Proprietary by the name of
the New-Hampshire Hotel and Portsmouth Pier.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representativ~s in Geneml, Coitrt con­
vened, That the Propnetors of the New~Hamp­

hire Hotel and Portsmouth Pier, be, and hereby
a' aut orized and empowered to increase the
number of equal Shares, in said Corporation, not
exce.eding ~hirty over and above the number of
Shares whic said Corporation is now empowered
to hold.

SEC. 2. . nd be it jU1,the1' enacted, That the
aforesaid Proprietors of the New-Hampshire Hotel
and Ports 1iI1lfn Pier" be, C1nd hereby are author­
ized and empowered, to take by purchase, or oth­
wise, and to have and to hold to them and their
nssigl~s, ot e1' Real Estate of the annual income of
Three TI1(!)u an Bollats over and above the
amount of Real Estate, Which said Corporation is
now empowered to hold.

JAMES WII ,SON, JR, .
Speaker of the House oj Repres611Wtwes .

NAllUM P1\RK.El!,
P,1'esiden Of the Senate.

Approved June 14th, 1828,
JOHN BELL, Governor.

A true copy of the ol'iginal Act._ATTEST,
RICHARD BARTLETT,

Secretary of State.
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STATE OF NEW.iIAMPSHIRE
j

In the HOtLSe oj Representatives, January 6th, 1795.
The foregoing Bill having had three everal readings

passed to be Enacted.
Sent up for Concurrence

. JOI:IN PItENT·· S<, peaker.

. In the Senate, JCl'ltuary 7th,1795.
This Bill having been read a third time, v ed that the

same he ~naered. . ,
~BfEL FOSTER,

President oj the Senate,
Approved Jan'lUJT!/ 8th, 1795. /

J. T. GILMAN, Governor.
NATH. PARKER, Dep. See'y.
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their ~ffairs, fro,~ time to time; which the said
, Pr~pnetors may Judge pr?per and necessary for

theIr benefit, shall be unpaId for the time limited
for payme?t of t~le ,same, they may proceed to
~ell the dehnquen~ s Share by: Public Auction, and
If overplus remams a.ftel· paymg the Tax,or assess-'
me?ts and charg:s, It shall be returned to said
delmquent Propnetor.
. ./lnd?e it further enacted, Tha~ nothing. her1e­
In contamed shall empower the saId Corporation
to hold other RGal Estate of more than the Annual
value of three b~ndred pounds, excepting the Es­
tate before mentIoned.
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STATE OF NEW-HAMPSI1IRE.

111 the year ojour Lord, one Thousand Eight Hundred
, and Thirty Tho.

" AN ACT supplementary to'an Act, entitled an Act, in
addition to an Act, passed January 8th, 1795, entitled an
Act to incorporate cel1aiu persons and their associates,
into a proprietary by the name of the New Hampshire
Hotel and Portsffisuth Pier."

Whereas, the Proprietors and Owners of the
Shares in the Capital Stock of the New Hamp­
shire Hotel and ,Portsmouth Pier, have petitioned
the General Court, praying fer an alteration 0

their Corporate Name, an augmentation of heir
Capital Stock, and an extension: of heir Powers.
THEREFORE, '

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Se ate and House,
of Representatives in General ,ourt convl,med,
That the Corporation heretofore known and called
by the name of th~ " New-Haml!shire Hotel and
and Portsmouth Pier," shall hereafter be known,
and called by the name of the PortsmQuth Pier
Company.

'SEC. 2. And be tt furthe ena tell, That the
said Corporation shall ~e and here y is authorized
and empowered to carryon the Whale Fishery"
and all other branches of Manufacture and Trade
usuaUy incidental to the Whaling Business, and
for that purpos a purchase, take and hold Real
and Pel'so a state, of what kind and nature so­
ilver to an amount not exceeding three Hundred
TltQ~sand Dollars, and the same to sell and dis­
pos of at ple~sure, and to do all other matters
and things whICh shall be deemed necessary and
useful in carrying on and conducting the business
of said Corporation.

SEC. 3• .I1nd be it further enacted, That the
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said corporation be, and hereby is authorized a~d
empowered to increase the number of shares m
said corpor~tion, and to divide the capital stock
thereof into such number of equal shares as n~ay

be deemed useful and convenient, not exceedmg
six hundred in the whole.

SEC. 4: And be itfurther enacted, Tha~ here­
after in assessing public taxes, all shares which a~y
1Jl'lrson in this state may own in the stock of Said
Corporation, shall be valued at one half of one per
cent of their real value.

SEC. 5. .Il.ndbe it further enacted, That in ca~e

til Presldent or other principal Officer of saId
corporation, on application of the Selectmen of
any town in is st~te, shall r~fuse 01' neglect fol'
the space of four days to furl1lsh, at the pl~ce, of
residence of such President or other pnncJp~1
officer, an acco.\,ll1t in writing of all the shares. 111

the stock of said Corporation, owned by any 111­

habitant, or resident of any town in this stat~,

whereof such applicants are Selectmen, and .th~Jr
amount in value, such President 01' other pnncI.­
pal Officer, so refusing, or neglecting, shall forfeIt
and pay, for every such offence a sum not I:ss
than twenty dollars nor lllore than tWO hunch ed
J' D . Idollars, to be recovered by action of ebt, II1 t 1e

name, and forthe'use of the town whereof such
applicants are Selectmen. CE

FRANKLIN pIER "
Speaker of the House o.t: Represe'll:.t~t;es.

BENNING M. BE. ,
President of the Senate.

.I1pproved Jww 22d, 1832,
SAMUEL DINSl\'100R, Governor.

Secretary's ,o.jJice, Concord, Dec. 8, 1832.
A true copy of the ongmal,-A'l'TEsT, D S"

JOSEPH ROBINSON, cp. ecy
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The Committee appointed at the Annual

Meeting of the PORTSMOUTH PIER COM­
PANY, (held January 21st, 1833,) to revise 'the

'By-Laws of the Corporation, &c., Report that

hey -have attp-nded to the duty, and recommend

'Ibe adoption of the following By-Laws.

ARTICLE I.
JJ.nnual Meetings.

The Proprietors shall meet on the third 1\'19n­
rlay of January annually, at such hmw and place
as the Directors may appoint; at wjjich Meetings,
Ilhall be chosen by bullot, a Presidgnt, Vice Presi~
dent, three Dilectors, a Treasurer and Clerk, and
tlVO Auditors of Accounts for the ensuing year, and
!lntil others are chosen in their stead.

ARTICLE II.
.SpecwlMeetings.

Special Meetings of the Corporation may be
held anci called by the Cler-k, 00> the order of the
Directors; or shall be called on application to the
Directors in writing, of the Proprietors of one
third part of the. whole Stock. All Meetings' of
the Propri~tors, s13a11 be notified by a written or
printed notIce, left at or sent to the usual place of
abode'1 01' buslness, -of each Stockholder, Ol' sent by
mail directed to tbe place of bis residence, desig­
nated in the Certificate of his Stock; or to his
Agent Ol' Proxy if any in Portsmouth, ten days at
least previous to said meetings. Meetings of the
Directors may be ordered in 'any manner they
may direct.
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ARTICLE III.
Votes.

At all Meetings of the Corpoiration, each share
shall be entitled to one vote. Absent Stockhold­
ers may vote by ProJ\Y in writing, exhibited at
each meeting, to tbe President of the meeting.

ARTICLE IV~

Offices Vacated.
. :Any officer may be removed by the Corpora.'

tron at its plyasure. Vacancies in' any offiee may
be filled by the Directors, until a meeting of the
Proprietors. Any Officer (appointed by the Cor­
poration) on ceasing to be a Stockholder,. shall
thereby vac~te his office,'

ARTICLE V.
President.

The President shall preside at all meetings of
the. Corporation a.nd Directors, and in his absence
the Vice President, and in case of his absence a
President pro tem shall be chosen. The Presi­
dent and Vice President shall be Ex-Officio Di­
rectors. The President may at any time' call a
meeting of the Dir~ctor~.

ARTICLE VI.
Duties of Treasurer and Cle1'k.

The Office of Treasurer & Clerk shall be uni­
ted in one person, who shall be sworn. t9 the faith­
ful performance of his Office, and shall give Bonds
for a sum not less than two thousand dollars, with
sureties satisfactory to the Directors for"the faithful
perforrn~nce of his duties, which Bond shall be
accepted by a vote of the Directors, and held by
the President. It shall be the duty of the Treas-,
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urer & Clerk to attend all meetings of the Propri­
etors and Directors, to notify all such meetings, to
record all votes passed at such meetings, take
charge of all papers and. Books relative thereto;.
To keep in double entry 10 a set of Books, all the
accounts of the Corporation; and shall exhibit a
fair, distinct, and true statement or Balance Sheet
showing the balance of each and every account, at
each annual meeting, and whenever thereunto re­
quested by the Directors, or the Corporation. To
produce at every Iqeeting of the Proprietors a.nd
of the Directors, all Books and Papers belongmg
to the Corporation that may be required. To re­
ceive and pay all money, but shall pay only for
such purposes as shall be expressly authorized by
the Directors. All money belonging to !he. Cor­
poration, as far as t~e s~me can convemently L.e
done, shall be deposited m such Bank. as the DI­
rectors may order, in the name and to the credit
of the Corporation, to be drawn oy the Treasurer
from time to time for the sole purpose of the Cor­
pOl·arion. In case of absence of the Clerk one
pro tem [Nay be chosen.

ARTICLE VII.
Wharfinge1' .

The Directors shall have power to appoint a
Whal:finger,who shall give bonds to the Corporation,
with surety satisfactory to the Directors,in a sum not
less than three hundred dollars, for the faithful dis­
charO"e of the duties of his Office; and the Directors
may~'emove him from office and appoint another
at pleasure.. It shall be the. duty of the Whar.fin­
gel' to keep 10 Books beloagmg to the Corpo~atJOn,

fair, true, and regular accounts of all Wharfage,

Dockage, or rents arising from any estate h~ld b'i
the Corporation,. and to .collect all money, debts
and dues arising from the same; and the amount
of his collection shall be paid monthly into the.
bands of the Treasurer, who shall give a receipt
therefor in a Book to be kept for that purpose.
The Books and Accounts to be under the inspec­
tion and direction of the Directors and Corporation.

ARTICLE VIII.
Directors.

'rhe Dirsctors shall meet as often as occasion
shall require, a majority of whom shall be a Quo­
r~m.. Th~y s?all h~ve ~ower to appoint any agent
()r agents that III theIr opmion the good and wel­
fare of the Corporation requires, .and to displace

. him 0; them at pleasure. \ They shall have power{
and they are b.er-eby author,ized to make any COll­
tracts in the name . d behalf ~r the Corpor:;l.tion, on.
.any matter respeetmg the objects of this Corpora­
tion ; to sign ana give Notes for the debts of
this Corporation; to pass On all aCCOlJDts 'against
the Corporation; to allow and pay for the services
of Treasurer, Clerk, Wharfinger, and Agents, such
sum or sums of money as tHey may think proper.
To institute and proseCUte' or defend, all legal
suit~ at Law, for or' against the Corporation; tq
retam and employ Counsel, and generally shall
have the care, superinteni:lence, ordering 8IId pow~
er over all the gOods, vessels estate and affairs of
the Corporation; conf6rming to the 'Votes, By,;
Laws, and Regulati?ns .of ,the ~roJlrietors.

ARTICLE' IX.
) .!1uditor,. J.

It ~hall be the duty of the Auditorsl to audit and
examine all aCl:ounts of the 1'reasurer, Clerk, and I
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KNOW ALL MEN BY 'rHES): PRESENTS, that I
of in the Connty of and ~l~te of

in consideration of Dollars p81d to
me by the receipt whereof I do hereby a;"
knowledge, do by thel!>e preSents sell, IIssign and u'ansfer
the Share in the Portsmouth Pier Co. numbered
and all the rights and privileges to the same belongi~g,
to have and to hold to the sllid and hell'S
and assigns to and their sole benefit forever.

Witness my hand and Seal this day. ?f 18
Signed, sealed and delivered

in presence of

Which certificate shall be signed by the President
aod Clerk, and sealed with the seal of the Corpo­
ration, and on the back of the certificate shall be
printed the following, viz.

made. New· Shares may be created at the pleas­
ure of the. Corporation, at no time to exceed how­
ever, six hundred .Shares in the whole. The

.new shares .mpy bE) (jjsposed of by the Directors,
on t!Je best p.Q~sible ~er.l1ls, but for no less sum than
five (hundred dollq!,s 'Ic)r e,ach share, first giving the
pref!lrence of the Stock to the Stockholders, at the
time being. Every Stockholder shall be entitled
to a certificate for each share·..held by him in lorm
following, Viz.

PORT~M,PUT-H ,.PIER .~OMPANY.
BE IT KNOWN', that o~ in the county

of in the State of is Proprietor of
Share numbered in the Portsmouth Pier
Company, which Share trlinsferahle by making, an
Assignment on the back of this Certificate, and causmg
the same to be recorded on the Proprietors' Hooks.

Witness the Seal of the Corporation and the Signature
of the President and Proprietors' Clerk, this
day of. 18· ,

President.
Proprietors' Clerk.

ARTICJ$ XI.
Srpl.

The Corporation shall have a common Seal
which sh~1l be kept liy the perk; of the following
device, VIZ. round the field the words" Portsmov,th
Pier Comp." and in the ce~tre the emblem of a
Whale; ab?ve the e~~lern, the lYRf,ds, "I;? P. 'Co;"
and below It"ffie tig,ure~o." ,183~."

ARTICLE' XII.
o ";. Stppk~ . l.

The Stock of the Corporation shall be divided
into shaJ:es of, fiv~ nupdred ,dollars each. I No fur­
th~r assess.J1lents ~1Il. the Shares shall,at any time, be

ARTICLE X.
Dividends,

AU revenues arisin.g from the Estate, or profits
from ves~els belonging to tne Corporation, em­
ployed in tqe Whaling business, or from any other
cause,_accruing to the CorpQration, shall (after first
d~ducting all expenses of the Corporation, a~dre­
stlrving enough to ll\~ke all necessary re airs, and
keep the ~roperty "f t~e Corporation up to the
full ,:"~!ue ~f five hundp:il dollars fOJ: each share)
be dIVIded l}nnually, on the third Monday of Jal)­
miry, fmoo~. the Stockholders, i proportion to
th_eJr r~spec~ve ~hares,. and the ;,rreasurer shall
pa~ tl1e same 00 the fourth Monaay of January
arlnually, or whenever called for aftel'wards by the
StockboldcrS'.

Wparfinger, to certify to the same, and report
thelleon at t~e·annual meetings; for whi~h purpose
the Treasurer, €Ierk, and Wharfinger shall exhibit
their. BelOks, ·.Accounts and Papers, Vi.hen ;demantl­
ed, by the Auditors.

, I, I .'
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~nd it shall be the duty pC the Clerk to record. all
Certificates and Transfers so made, for which he
shall be entitled to a fee from the OWDer~ of
twenty five cents, for eabh Certifit:;ate rendered;
and it shall further be the duty of the Clerk, to
exhibit lit all meetings of the Corporation, a list of
the Stockholders~ with tbe n'l1mber of Shar-es held
by each.

A'RTICLE XIII.
Alteration of By-Laws. .

The Proprietors at any legal meeting, maX, al­
ter, amend, or abridge, any and all of the for~going
By-Laws, or make any new ones as-tile! shall
judge proper. But at all such meetings it shall
require a vote of a majority of all the Shares to be'
binding on the Proprietors.

ARTICLE XIV.
Repealing former By-Liws. I

All By-Laws, Laws, rules and regulations here­
tofore made, inconsistent with the present By­
Laws, be, and the same are hereby repealed.

•
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