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2) Anclesey, Wales

Ldward Parry was born on December 29, 1766, on the island of
Anglesey off the north coast of Wales., He was the fourth son of Owen
Parry and his wife Ann, and had one younger sister (one of hi; brothers
had been killed, when 2 baby, by a windmill), His father had a 200 acre
faym in the interior of the island, at a place that appears to be spelled
"Mynydd Adda" Eut which escapes identificaiion on a modern map. ("Mynnyd"
means 'mountain,' and there is a low "Pary's mountain" in the northern
part of Anglesey). For this land he pald 18.4.6 pounds Sterling to
Lord Bulkeley of Baron Hill, and on it he raised English corn (not

Indian maize) and cattle., By the time of his death in 1784, Owen Parry
had achieved the comfortable status of a well-to-do farmer,

Anglesey, an island of about twenty miles in diameter, was found
by the Romans 2,000 yéars ago to be heavily wooded, and the headquartéers
of the Druid religion of the Celtic Britons. Later, about the Sth
century (after the‘ﬁomans left) Angles from the Anglo Saxon areas across
the North Sea overran the island, which thus acquired its present name,
At Baron Hill there also ex?st remains of a 6th century castle, said to

be associated with the legendary King Arthur,

In the 13th century Edward Ist of England conquered Anglesey, as he
did all the rest of Wales, and built Beaumaris Castle near Baron Hill,
on the Strait that separates the island from the mainland of Wales. This

castle, taken by the Parliamentary army in 1646, later fell into disuse.
The Bulkeley family, dominant in the area, lived on their Jacobean estate
at Baron Hill nearby.

By the end of the 18th century the island and its slightly rolling

landscapes were almost bare of forest. Farm animals grazed on the

extensive grasslands or worked in the fields. On the coast there

was fishing.




The nopulation was small, ving either in Beaumaris, cne of the

other four market towns, Or O

lanes, The country cottages were surrounded by ‘roses (brought

[N

windin

ca

+o Wzles by the Romens) and honeysuckle, One relic of this old world
brought to America by Edward Parry: an iron Tudor rose, pierced in

was

the center for a nail or bolt., It may have come from séme 16th century gate.

The reasons given by Edward Parry for writing an account of his
early life provide some insight into his character., His rambling preamble

sins as follows (the words in brackets are inserted to provide continuity):

—
W

“ilaving observed in the history of men's lives that they never
criit to mention but that they arc descended from some great family,

venangS---, and having met with

nossessing titles and sometimes i
sle since my arrival in this country who mentiocned with pleasure that

their parents cane Ffrom the ‘oid countyy,' but could not tell whev

g

- “ % 2 Favrafar o “— 3
+he fact that their forefathers never left sny record of

the same' (he has decided to provide his family with an account of his

history because) "sometimes I have not the least doubt that many

carly hz
large fortunes have been lost to many families for wanting such knowledge;"

(z1though) "I do not think that my cescendents will be troubled much on
this scove." After having thus put to rest any vein hopes that may
have becn raised earlier in his preamble, he continues: "I can say with
1 afm descended from an honest and upright fanily who were

neither rich nor poor, but had their livirg by their own industry,"”

Thi tatcment can still be made by his descendents, after all the

was in his 17th year his father died, and since
clder brothers, William and Henry, had previously gone to England to
nes, he found himself left alone to manage the farm for
nis mother and sister, Apprehensive at first, he later took pride in the

hat he could maintain it '"mearly
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Willien Pivte the Elder from power; but England's position of leadership
was scon to be regained as a result of the Napoleonic Wars. The French
Reveliution was only four years away, and across the Atlantic the former

American Colonies were in their second year of independent existence.
in London, Dr. Samuecl Johnson had recently died, but Edmund Burke,
cs James Fox and Sir Joshua Reynolds were at the height of thelr careers,

Within a few weeks of his arrival in Lendon, Edward Parry was able

to secure 2 place with Messrs. Barton and Weolf, llaberdashers and Milliners,

of Tavistock Street (just off Covernt Garden), at wages of § gulneas &
yezr., This arca was a cenier ¢f Lonaen nolil

& young rustic Trom Wales, but at

b very noor aad he was howmzsick,

N . g g Ien owa
this timce Edwz‘rd Paf[\/ s I:‘on,;i_;u WA

L6

Tn feet. it was only afier an inwzvd styuggle and much discussion with

tins ne "had

Vi

The foilowing May he went to Cheapside (near St. Paul's Cathedral)
with Mr. Brown, a Bookseller, but being unhappy there, soon went on to

overs, in Leadenhall Street. Here

(=)

llopley, Whitc and Shayp,. Wholesaie G
he stayed for 2-1/2 years, and it was herc in London that he acquired a

foundation knowledge of Retail Selling, and the beginning of an acceptable

command of the English language.

i

In 1738 his mother wrote him a letter, telling him that his new
father had died, and begging him to veturn to Anglesey. After
this matter with his brother Henry, he did set off, but by
ridoeport in Dorsetshire, on the south coast, where his brother
wiliiam lived, After a few weeks with William and his wife, he left

+t for Anglesey, accompanied by William. They arrived in

Leistol in November, 1788, during the celebration of the 100th




anniversary of the Landing of william of Orange in England.

William spent only a few days in Anglesey, but Edward spent about

a year, At the end of this time he evidently felt free to leave again,

llis sister had married, and his mother probably seemed adequately

provided for,

William's wife had in the meantime died, and he had written offering
Edward the position of assistant in his shop. Edward bought a horse,
and rode it down the entire length of Wales and thence on to Bridgeport.

He stayed there this time for three years, until,(in 1792} the world

beyond beckoned again.

A cousin, Morris Williams, had left Poole in Dorsetshire for

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, le wrote back "setting forth the many advantages

that country afforded to an industrious young man,” and advising Edward

to come on to America., No sconcr advised than done. On August 17, 1792,

Edward left Bridgeport for Dartmouthk, about forty miles west on the south

coast, near Torquay. His brother entrusted him "with sundry merchandise
worth 230 pounds Sterling--;ZSO pounds more than I was worth," His
first plan wés to sail with Captain John Moore of the 'Mary,” but he
dclayed his departure so that his brother William could come down to see
him off, and took passage on the Brig 'Mentor' - Captain John Lyon =
for Portsmouth,

For three weeks the "Mentor' lay in port, waiting for a favorable
wind, but on September 5, 1792 "the wind proved fair," and at 6:00 A.M,
they "passed the castle,’ and Edward Parry sent off a note to his brother

via the harbor pilot, saying that they were "under sail with a fair wind -

and in tolerable good spirits.” At 8:00 they were out in the English

Channel, and he went 10 breakfast, starting to feel queasy, and a little

"gloomy at leaving old England." The wind then changed, the sea became




rough, and Edward became sick, He "prayed hartley" that something might
happen to force them to Teturn to shore, He did not care "which way,

as long as I could reach terra firma once more," He vowed th;t he

"would never venture again on sallt watter," A day or two later he got
his sea legs, and the voyage became 'tollorable pleasant." .Then early

on the 30th of October, 1792, they entered the Piscataqua River and docked

at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 56 days out of Dartmouth, Enéland.

4) Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Portsmouth in 1792 was at the height of its prosperify as a shipping
and merchantile-.center, Founded in 1630 by Anglican farmers and fisﬁermen
' ®
Later it became the Provincial

it was incorporated as a town in 1653,

Capital of the separate  Colony of New Hampshiré, and the seat of its

Royal Governors, With its sister town of Kittery, Maine, across the
Piscataqua River, it early became a great shipbuilding center, and the
home port of one of the greatest of Colonial Merchant Fleet;0 The sails
of this fleet carried thé néme of Portsmouth _New HampshirentbAthe

West Indies; to England, to the Mediterranean, andniﬁ fact £o\all the

far corners of the earth, During the Revolution, Portsmouth aﬁd Kittery
built Men of War and Privateers for the American Navy, a function that
they were to discharge again during the War of 1812. Portsmouth Merchants
were among the richest of Colonial traders, and their houses, many in

the Georgian Architectural Tradition, ranked with the finest in America.

‘ New Hampshire had been one of the original 13 colonies, and in 1788
was the 9th and decisive state to ratify the Federal Constitution. After

this, Portsmouth shared in the two decadés of New England prosperity that

preceded the Embargo Act of 1807, and in the dislocation of commerce that
. §

starting in 1815, followed the War of 1812.




According to Lorenzo Sabine in his "Loyalists of the American
Revolution" (Volume 2, Pages 149 and 150), there had been an earlier
Edward Parry in Portsmouth. He was a Tea Merchant, and his at%empted
importation of British Tea in 1774 had nearly precipitated a Portsmouth . ..
version of the Béston Tea Party., He had left town shortly afterwards, but
there is no evidence that his name and reputation had any effect upon

the career of his namesake, which was to begin in Portsmouth in 1792,

Whatever Portsmouth had in store for Edward Parry in 1792, and much
lay ahead in the 25 years that he was to spend there, his first experience

caused him disillusionment., Like many another immigrant, he had been

told that there were no poor people in America; that "every third man
had a title---Captain, Colonel or Esquire.” Thus he was shocked when,
debarking at li:OO A.M. on the day of his arrival, he was accosted at
the top of the stairs leading up from Jacob Shaefe's warf by a beggar.
This was the first man he met in America,

Following this, Captain Lyon took him to meet Jacob Sheafe, his
consignee. Then Edward set off in search of his éousin, Morris
Williams, who boarded at the house of a Mrs, Parker, and was "qﬁite
pleased" to see his 26 year old cousin in America,

Edward found the town of Portsmouth, at first sight, '"very different
from-----those in England., The streets not paved and the houses mostly
built of wood." As to the people: "The inhabitants -appear free and
generous, but are sharp and keen in their dealings, and full of speculation,”
Edward rented a store on Market Street (0ld Paqu Street) for $4o,do a
year. Later he was to buy it., With this and the 230 pounds sterling

worth of merchandise provided by his brother he went into business on
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most enthusiastically for having intreduced him to "so lovely a lady,”
Hrs, Sargent asked hwm politely to cone ageain, .
On his rveturn to his lodgings he told his landlady, in response to

he was late becausc he "had been in good company---
had the pleasure of walting on the handsomest young lady I ever saw---

long enouzh in Portsmouth I shall tty to have her

,

and if I should stay

for my wife!l"

i0p deor, this lovely girl

i " After some persuasion, she suonped inte the shovn, looked around

1%

end made a small vurchase, Sihg thea le

had married a Captain Yeaton of Pertsmouth) .
her at the "Crefeld(?) Ball, s¢ named %o

celebrate & victory gained by Ferdinand(?) in Holland," Here i Jscided

that he must declare himself to her, even thouzh "I could not nrornise
R -~ ~ v ‘-~
¢ time veing but small n1s

account ends at

Th ion of the Chauncy family is derived from the

o

1859 Edition of Charles W. Brewster's "Rambles about Portsmouth:"

arles Chauncy, a 1748 graduate of Hayvard, came from a

noted family of Clergyrm His earliest American Ancestor, also named

<

Charles Chauncy, was educated at Trinity Collese, Cambridge University,

i, and became

n Chauncy

o

distincuished Rev, Charles Chauncy, D.D., of Boston, C(anta

himscif had come to Portsmouth only after poor health prevented the

comnletion of his own studies for the Ministry. At first he worked for

10.



trade, he married again in 1760, His 2nd wife, Joanna Gerrish of Kittery,

bore him twelve children, of which five died at birth. Of the other seven
3

three were boys and two of these had also died by the end of 1792, one in

a shipwreck., The remaining children were Sarah, Samuel, Elizabeth,

Joanna and Lucy. They were born in 1765, 1767, 1769, 1772 and 1773,

respectively., All were attractive and shortly after 1792 all were married,

Captain Charles Chauncy was a man of high moral quality. Small,
. !

erect, gentlemanly and quick, he wore a cocked hat and diamond knee : |

buckles, but apart from this despised all forms of ostentation. He wrote

and spoke with great vigor and considerable eloquence, and was therefore

greatly in demand as a speaker. Because of his title of Captain and the

fact that he had an old sword and a military coat it was assumed, probably

correctly, that he had fought in the Revolutionary War. He always insisted

that his table should be amply set, so that there would be plenty left

over for the poor. His generosity and belief in the integrity of others

left him with a hardly adequate provision for his old age, and he and his

wife died in modest circumstances in 1809

But in 1792 Captain Chauncy was a considerable person in Portsmouth
: ’

living in an imposing mansion on South Street that had formerly been the

home of a Colonel Pierce Long. In later years, one of his granddaughters

remembered how proud she had been as a child to walk with him down the

street, because of the affection, reverence and respect with which he was

universally greeted.

It was into this family that the immigrant, Edward Parry, now aspired
to marry. His determination to succeed in love must have been as evident
to the Chauncys as his determination to succeed in businessy He traveled

to Boston to buy goods with which to improve his stock, made credit

arrangements, and sent to England for renewed supplies, Captain Chauncy
&




o
e} >
v o i
] L3 4 )
0 %) +9 o 3 S
1 1 fed K > -3 )] Q I3
& W w/ J Uy o o] a e Ket Q ) vl 2]
I o 49 3 H o) ) 5} -4 Q 4] 43 f:3 ] > ¥ o
)] S0 Yy e 9} | O o] 1) ™~ 5 7S "N o) © Q. I . [0}
. I 8] of 8] : S n ] g I ve Q 1) St -4 £ 9] Q 12}
S0 19 . i %) ¢ I3 o 19 o) 0 - Q Q, ) ) o <« 3] >
0 ~t o n 2 -4 ) of i) 3] S L o D Q el
"3 -1 IS 4 ! ) N, &9} o o ) J S 9] i) (B = &4 & i = .
P ord ¢ [ 0 "4 o ) i D) o ] ) I (o) s! -l N n o
e 2 ) )] oS 1) et et I o ot ) [B] Ie} R el e} o I s o) B O o i)
£ ! RS > = 3] ¢! ¢! ’ ¥ > 83 49 > 0} [ K B o) &4 W
£, N 12 nJ Q O3 [ 1y Q Gl Q &) 0} W 4} [#] wy — < & w i3
et 2 Q {8} ] i3 S} V) 1) [V} Uy K jasi 3 o) [ o 0] [ « K=
n Ll o = g8 = o] iy @ 2 2 £ o . s () N £ i = @
w 49 13 a ) ol 13 -1 O W & Q o . < g o] pat] ) vt
n b R S 1 o3 o rd le] O r—t 0} 2] ol o] K] £ LCh ) =
) 0 ge] ) [B] ks (§] g8 ] £l 3} 10 go] O i —t o] < o so ] e e 19 ~ i
o [ I | N s o) ) [ ot Q O] "J 4] o3 Ca Q I 0] > P O
KK 4! 0 e} Q = f4 J ) o R 4 £ 3 3] o &= $4 2! ] e ¢l [ o) o vy
I 1 .0 13 4 ord 3] = &l 42 Ko Q e ] ES] <) ot [ O [y
s (RS o 0 a 3) 0 a ¢l ™~ e “ %) o =] o> ®© 1 " = o] £ 3
» o) ] gs! [ o) .0 e “ ] ‘ ) " o ] el o — (8] o (]
n " o 1] 3 ge) 3] [3) e $1 U o [ Q §4 o ~ i 3 « o (0] e %] @
it n a ~F o] v a0 »J 1 Y | o £ o} o] 1 ~ [ 4 3 30 i P
s 1) Nl oy a9 et 3 3 “ . 3 e} ot o ) e ~ 3 (o 73
8] L0 I~ ] (s [ 1 n (9] a o Uy ) o e 1 i 0 @] Q
v) ~ ~ - ] o & [ ] o > 4 58] Q Q Q B P4 e} e « 4 4 AL
> ol n el 0 [0} =3 e ge} o W [ s vied O a 4 = o ol
) i 43 " 5 o i i = <3 =1 ) 3 £3 2 w3 4 )
’ o 4 1 *J 0 ) (o] n al o <] 1) O o a v o
0y %) [15) 3] [9] 3 |34 73] 13 (o9 (@] e W : %] ~i -1 4 o K4 o [} R
W - = Ke) > ¢3 ) o o ] £ (. = O 3 Q 4 [$3) v
" « ) [ i ) o) o 1 [ r = e O o > ) [} &
(%) [ O 4 ol i3 e ! A oy s 3-2 8] 5] (@} ) KR) [ ° [5} L5y
R3] 13 r-f > 4 19 Q () = " n 3 o W = jond o] > w) 1
f1 [$ Bl O W ty 951 03] & > S 1) o L2 g Q e L = 3]
34 (o] [{ “ > O @ o wn Uy = = [ [ [ 3 < ~1
i ~y %) 0 - o) £3 i » et 3 e = ge ) %) e 4
ot 4 [ el (5] o 3 ot e o] 3 ] -1 (@] 9] v 4 a V) ©) 42 = ] o} s
8 ~Z, o K] Q O v [ &) +J &4 0] Dy o4 o B = s 3] Q b 3 o ]
4 Q [\ [ Ko & o Ly Q o c )] p 8] o) 1 ced ~—1 o "
V] Uy « u) v) oed ) 1 ¢ 3 32 o o} @D o A ] o ~t o %) (8]
[\ » e o} o] ) ] 5] [V} [ = (] ! 1] > b | o [} « 3 o0 3
A (8} (3 [ 0 eed 3 e} 1 [ S |4 - ES] V] 3] 4 22 o) > 0 ) . ] [pN
(& W ] jasj i ] [t ) n (AW A 2 o [ = ) 0] oo o ~l et (¥ O -4
) o) il Q Q < o W ~ W Q & ok} o o] %] o] = = o [o9] K S| €] e
S» o, by IS} ] 2 > o [O) 3 ) Q ol oty] €3 [ [+ s
[ W) 1 ) -t ot o o o> ~ —1 4 o~ oS4 ] av] e Lty o, o
NS &) ! Q ] o '] g9 ) "J X | (0] 42 (V] 5] 73 - o = o ) A4 @] 5
P o 2 H 4 J £ o 3 e — 0 o3 w ™~ T S ¢ il o o ) o o
> o + o ¢ O] O LS £2 — o [0 = au] 1] -
o 5] Ly U (5] w2 9] el —4 « ] 13 S $4 4 % (&) .H §ut EN ] = 8 o « 2 2
£t o1 o o) ¥ V) [\ [} s 3 « - 195] ot 9 [e] 3 ~ 0] 13 (] = Q @
L4 el el b 4] 0 o [ (3] (4] [CUEN ¥ 93] o T Q 4y o) [V < [ -J 1) -
N 13 s 4 o Q 0 ) >~ - Rl o ° V) e §] BN Q W )
Y ™ v 4 0] o ) 0 -1 3 23 N 13 s - n 0 w5 4 [ IS ¥ o < o =
~1 K} o] «} = 2 av] 4 o ("% (o] « [ [ise} o PR —t 18] ol ™~ o 13 O o)
< £ & <z o 2 e >~ td 3] £ o = ] < « 3 = ~l ™~ o a >
%) de} v ] O & & e] %] = v b4 [ 19 (&) o, o) 5] e —i o) ) 0
i D V] 0 [ i R 4 (%2} Ks; e (0] G Q o v} ) ot i o )
oo A B . A S S ~ oo, £ ® ) 3 QO x W wooo e I QO v A
L o 19 = 0] ° 1) V] Q i > > <3 %5} b 7 - Q i L3 Q 3 w0
O e Y BN e Q 1$) ) O w0 ol 1 o O 15} B o ot o I3) 0 = ~
=] 3 O ] ! - [l o ~ 0 4 < £ bR jas < "J > U o K 3 o I
S 1 » ] e = e 3} o or-d Q ) ~ 2 (%] 5] ] ] e W 9] ) ) 12 13
8] Ly [} o ] ~ O §2 " &) [$} ) o] o8 ° %) (e} 9] 3 oo 2 5 4 N Ca
RS £ el = i~ [N 3 I8 ot} o IS I = ~ O I « la¥) — i) O N o &) <1 o
o} o -t ~J 4 O i) %) %) <3 B & [ ] v Qe “ [} 5 Q U o joR e £ i jan < 3
¢ ) ] w el ) e 3 S o, ey 0 ) 1 ,. 3 N | 39
o) Q L2 Q <L ) 5] -3 o S s i o3 a 12 =i 5 -t
{: n i) 0 o 1 & 73 - V] o Q O 4y 0 +9 i~ L ~ ] I '
- Q < o 3] et [} Q ty 0 L3 Q K& -~ Ly © [ @] < e} N <) 3 ")
W 3 1+ « L2 3 = 3 RS O Ne) p] Gy IS Yy e} = e —t 358 o) 8] =

= =t Ko




™} .
et
I
(1)
g
) (V]
< 49 N
-y 11 C &3 PN
[} D) [0] O f o]
(] Kl I o e ol
%) e N . ' L . ) Dy i)
> U] =it 0] V] 9 x o > L
U} -1 = =3 n > IN] D] ) 1 S a3
) i o O 8] o) . 15 [ "~ £ o 2
¥ o 3 49 b e (&) [} ) (oW O] ] . -5
) O o a 2. Q V) A0 ° - 0]
" ) 8-y v .n s o o >~ O i)
i o] ) a [ ) g} ) ] O o ~{ [N
: o — i b = o 0 N W 4 ) S~
(o] R e—~{ o @) o W 0] ) O w 4 o = A
9] «) ) &4 8] -t EN] o o) o [0 O 3
(5} U o o 13 4] = )] = Q el 0 0
) o [ i oW e} [$] 18] ] V) ) ¢} 4]
RS (64 » ol 5] 9 [a¥) ) ] O = 2, <
o = s £ ) 0 | < ) )
¢ 18} >3 ® - [0} 1 4 A e}
] o Uy V) V] e it o i (8] Q Y -1
O o o2 R v (o 13 4 3 i3 )
o)) 1 49 o} - ) 0l £ O] I
%] 1 [>e] Q %) 4 E2] < Q "
i~ H Uy @] ~4 4 [ 4 = ol el ¢y 4+
ks “icl (o] ) - o] Y (3] 3 -y -
13 -t 13! 1 K ) = o o o
184 e’ B 3] e ) ) o0 19 3] O O oy
) ot ¢) O A i~ ¢ > D 0D ) > S5] .
o £2 i8] [ [9) N Qo 2 ] N 5} o
80 O el 1 a s ty —i O —q -1 v 1 S o
4D o o U] & Q. (&) o] o} (%}
] 3 = [0 > IR o 'y 42 'y o 0 3] a3
W Q v oL O 9! Q &3 0 ) 43 ° [ o )
£ I3 i 42 U 1 QO IS R o Q ) ] S m,. ved
) %] u) ] Q) 5 ) n A4 ot > b
) " 3 e o SN ¢ <5 a B e »
tyy ft [ [V « o ol 54 a ] Q Q o} ) BN
o] K& > > 4 ] 0] o 0l el 12 et ® ™~ "y
(2 LAt} Q o Q [ [»] | e [} NJ
o = <4 O | - 0 & — ) < 0] Q tH RS
Q @ K <3 Q. 0 el %) o ) =] < el
-3 13 [ 0 [ 3] [0} o3 o)
el 9 N ] kod 0 O g Q © 9] D -
+ i fi F v & am om : o o] vl
E ﬂ o .rl 5] Yy ~ [# * ) ] / 3 [} O 0
. V] -1 4 W] Q sl ¢} N QL =2 R = 3
v3 By g & o U Q £ <@ £ o 0 = >
A3 [ a 93] [} ] - s 1= 0 ta el V) (3] o
) o ] < o (e} T 12 9] o ) Q 9 19} i) [5) eﬁn
e Q. 43 13 £ e = e o by o 0o, I WV o o
O] (%] o sy} ) ) () 4 3 4] 33 3 o 0
g« 5 o o 1 0 s 0 ™ o . a3 H
i 3 » K - o a ) o - P 3 14 sl =
S O o 33 O < O o] 0 ) a, [SY ® ™
0 ) ) [ 1 ~ (8 ) e 33 o o % M
N &) s} ~ el 3t e N Uy o &3 o O ) 15 o
I i3 [aN N & o o - o s o S a
[®) 19 %) ol )] ~ J 15 o 1) L) 9 [N jo B @
Q M ° v o an &) O, o o ] U b ord » i o) i N ‘
W [} ] 0] 2 -t ] o = ] ) O i 5 q
Q Q e o 1) ¢ ) ot S ¢ ) 3 e 3 ) o
Y 3 £ oy © joss 1 &N =z 5 o S o 0 9] - P
[§] , .-l (@] 0y ‘ Q0 te! '3 e ) P o3 Q
i3 2l - = = < = : S ~t 12 ) O o & N
) Q ot Y] 49 b -1 4 ol Uqg o ved IS ey )
9 “ 5 o 5oA o z ord O = 0 b G
L N 4 N I ) v 4 Q ] > ¢ I ] ot
R ) nel > 13) Gy 3 Ly IO Ie)} [0} 5] (5] =] 0 o o
™) i o » 28] e) o) o J t3 4 2w ) Q O, 3




ge]
Iy [}
Ra o L3

~ = 7] w [0} o » WJ o I3} N
[ o v [{ By > W 14 oL 2
@ 4 L %u — o -1 =z Ke: —t 4 ) W
V%) 5 ~—t o 10 < v vl « Kol
—1 FB) 4 o] £ [J) 0, a Iz o Q 4J ) Kt

J o &) ol o ) f-4 I i 5 ~ > E]

IS 3 Ko = Ly e (&) ({3 [0 by &%) Yy o

%) Rl [ I 1 £ £ -1, ] o 44 =
o) Ie} ) kS [} 3 o] ty U] V] —

[V} i) ~ ) Ko ol ot ] (9} 2 o4 £ Kol LS 6] Ly

f-s SLa o) ga %] RS = £ (6] -1 & 9 " 0 —

[} Uy [ o = ™y [ Q = [0}

-y b)) ) e e} £ w0 < [ 4 [l Y4 £ ot (%)

(@) [77) « o ot o O ord 5] o Q Kod =

U4 o} ] |E3. « n R n - 2 K] o !

@] el ) i w n = W = + e

% (] O ° (0] = 39 o L) 4 Ch| [} = 854 ~4

I 3 o > 2 Uy oy I i [¢] Kt v ® el

A ) n e 0 s ) ) oed 3 4 = o 44 O

(o) $e 0, -3 1. —t [ 9] 9} pS] -4 o

w.“ w (@] [ = %) [ Uy B (] ] = 2]

N O] 2] ol [0} O 0 ™~ ti O Sy W 8] o 9 13) 3
) N ® —1 o] &) | -t e 4 0 | £
3 [\ 33 (72 i Ke) [§] a =
ty 4 6] 0 ) ord (%) X} W S} > = )2 n Q >
8 K& Q Ko Q 2 -1 K f (o} IS U % o SR —~

ta O - £ O ] 0 -t £2. O O e = D)

w et Q 3 ~ 43 e -1 0 o Q o 0 3

8] [sH] 0 o] o Y (%) Q. = 3 © J - 34 el o 6}

“J ° = (0] "l ) ) & o) 3> n !

[ . O] U [ 4] 1 49 O Kt B > el o) 0 el > 3 R

3 o~ K «d I D] el ot k] vl ) o < ] (0] W (5]

(05 39 Rt 4 & ] p - .- {1} ) vy 3 &4 b} £

Gy (o] 0] 4 M o (%) - d Q 43 = [

] (0] 4 w N il 3] > e s g q [®] 3 = ) -l

K = L 173} = ] 9] [ i X 1 %} V] G

3} (o} e - e L ) ¢4 [ » 4 iS) 3 &) [V
85} Wy o [} 111 (8) © ) O S 19! 3 i~ Ky

I o ° 1 Uy ) ~ iy L s vl 1) O R & &

0 ~J [J] = ord o O ™~ [»} a3 ﬂ kN 5] 9y @] [ a
[0 W R v) ] - fW) [ L ol [ r=i o thed foes

e WL 42 =2 3 O W 3 Q i Q > 9] ot R

e 3 (O] @) N e <4 3 Y [ ot 0N « K} “ o 3

el = ") =1 ed o) O ol -2 = et -~ 2] e el Q
2 Q o 93] Rl 4! m ) > o) o} Ko M Nt jge] o %) &

S o %) [} [0} - 1 el i i T ) (a0 )] o~y <L 0

=i b} Ui ey = 3 [ I Q ) @ Jeh} ; o ~—4 m () 49

& 0 U 3 o) i) o) o ol I -1 . o ¢ &3] |5

U] L)) ) ge i M © Uy pS] ) © 0] © > 4] o3 g o Q

g 1 n Kol O -4 : ol @] R i = o 4 V) AN

U [ o wn) %) .@ o e vy 3. 1 o ced O EN )

.5 =1 = =3 ° < ~J [\D] 43 o Uy O © ol ™ D o Uq
9 Ko Q d [ [ I Q Q o] 132 Ko o™ e Q
Uy w/. Q ~ n 4 « 0 = o (3 g Al > g
[ >~ - Q [ w3 o I m/. - & 1] — oo
i) I & [ Q V) a 3 0} §3 ot ! i o fsd | ) o 19}
N " [ =y go] L > 9] O %) o 9] <] Q e [ Ke) o3 ™
&) [a W [\ 4 [ =] 8] o ) (AW ¥3 Ke) oy
B Q Q¥ ot V) o ] 9} B o] ) 9] 13 Q) 33

= gy Q [ K ~J Q 9] 9] ] 9] ) O [} el

0} 13 §4 ™ virl 12 ) [ w3 £ (6} 1 rerd ] D) [} &}

) ) tn = G4 0] (] Ko [ [# §] $ [ [0 o]

K 9] M N o) ) ] V] s [ L > un 3 V)
LM “J ] - [} Yoy Yt ) O IR 33 i 5] ~J U (o4 ol
el [§9) & O] ol o) L i) w S ) D 11 Q 8] -
U vy (=W 3] L, 3 "3 3 > - Q

[0} et ) % [} ) Coe i3] ! et Q (O] 4 o

J ] O | 1 Q 3 ) o] > 5} e £ 4 §4 8]

4 R B 3 v o N el Q i n 8] W el 73 3

I R + [ o) @] = g} . ] ~ o R Q Gy ) £

~

rry of

1803, his

owen Pa

cd.

G

1

T¥'s at a remove

de her mo
rge

esi
reconstruc

rb

-
("

the Hon, Geo

ied h

1Tl

b

K ouisa d:edu

d Parxy’s

-~

T
O

—



"
)

o

)

PYTE A S

7

=

f

o

e 0

-

oy e
-

S

"~

<
-
PRV

(%

p)

M
1}

P DU TR

3
)]
3

~

PR

o

>

eﬁmm

7

ur
nt

(9
<
-

a

P

m

rch

1
P
I_e

L

3!

1
L

1si
7 - O

o

2~
e
Ve

Pz

1e b
a

Tt

-
O O
RGN

<

ARV

&)
A
[

£

£
Q0

TED

ami

-
Ce

>

Y

~m
Pyt

-
fmd b

v

e

T




nd cwner of the whole, who

£ some marked singularities of character,

4t cs a science then; but he must have had

~ce  znd 2iso that of symmetry, and of

c
O o~ .. N .
; s and beautiful, sometimes running almost 1nto
crcta Far The plcch‘CSG e and gautl 9 g
casSte IgL ta - S
3 siprnl
the orotescue and WNRIMSAC&Ese
& .
B . . s - - .
; Ceimecs lhere under the emblematic sign or the
1t .~ ey BLS businsto
IIC R0 Doy wer
< an e das 3
Y/ o oehecs orvaceld TRE NCWSPapers of the dzy and
hd H Nt ~r37res GF cnese fiav 5
b gnd Fiafe Dictures g
s L Tl L N oAt v A e ~— o o e -~
w +n his ShiCpB. P SO0 CTIVIOUS Tideive AMCSTLICENS vad
draw custgeom LE DiLo 2y

England.
consicive; some calied him touchy-and he might abandon
Parry was SensSiciive
offended by the sneer:-all we know about it is,

gn and the carved door frame.
ground Tleor was filled with Dry Goods;
» was finished as a gallery, with a

zhe opening, and the walls covered

iicne cpen pad
Fi1led with goods, as showy as those below.
K E ~ PR T3 1 & WL &
;ith sheives and T2
il £o i ther. Tl were a wied
s e cenipcasce led TTOm one to the other. They were all occupled
.&.".‘DJ.L — b G =

+he stocks being large, made a good shew,
O b O s

pes

passing round in both, the scene was




9]
i
K&

[y

o y—_—
(=SSN

17

a

(A}

~3

[0}
£
)

CUae

-~
Parne

v
(3
£

o

Pt p.~
&l 0%

T

sea.

<

1
B

©

ot

3
N4

iii~aa

Con

e

R

VRO

oo
i

g
»'m

“

]

0

(A




Q
&0

Joms
]

<
®
o
iy
n
2
"
j$M]

HY

[
[
wn
o
n
w
-
<
[¢]
[a%
H\l
)]
L]
o]
N
+4
ct
o]
Hy
(:l
;,:l
wn
[t}

1 of Plymouth Colony.

5

A \ TN dmmys T G
cF Mavblehoad, Hoopsex

< 4
Royal Goveynor O¥ M

- NITLLE
(RN - ean Thig was Curing
lleadquarters, This Wa e

P Pt R ooy
the colony oxf Massachusetis was

about 1930 ("The Linden
Ca -

e

Washington D.C

displays in 1ts

73 ! - wnraSs1VE set
purchased &7 1mpTress
g 1 a g
arisk Cnhurch “he following
Pavish Churche he S

she heirs of Robert lizoper,

: o
e -
[E———

Massachu

Ll ronieles of Danvers,

WUNESnL

rorical Society

.-.
-
w
e

18.

1,
e

er during the Revelutionar
In 1784, he began

Nova Scotia, and he

ime as a Commcn Pleas Judge. Both

nial stock; Susannzh in

Q
(o)
jo—
o

the American Revolutionary
Is @

insure a welcome for himself in his new

nd knaves,"

n enroute to Danvers and

pole

vs of this period was Judge

from Liverpool, Nova Scotia, in 1797, and

the mansicn on Sylvan street,

N e e e 1 Vvl S M = Smmn e <o 2inE YL

Harriet Silvester

- 1923.




cuyy ©

Nl
i

(W]

]

LD

erl

0]
)

=

ile

73

Y
v

e coach

L)
!

Fu]

‘D

her Judg

when elt

isy

ot
w~

Traltes M

ey
nay

£WO

ot

et
Ly

"
o]

1

RS PRGIIN

was President of the Continental Congress



15}

0

o
-1

0

“»

)
)
[0}

11

YT Sy
WCTETn:

)

illage.

V4

o e et am
& mothcT,

N
133

nory of

o
el

By

o]

'~
.

T
)

tty 5 W

by
t

(R SRS

PPN

RS

S e

]

1Ty

e PRl

Uy

-

lien s o 0

ung o

-
!

L

.
[
n
o,

) B SRR
Lo 0

+

N

5 N

A

10) Pleasant Street again

/
oW e




whose tenure began in 1779 and lasted until his death in 1812, He was a
graduate of Yale, with a D.D. from the College of New Jersey (Princeton).

le had preached the memorable sermon on that Sunday afternoon in 1789

when George Washington, during his state visit to Portsmouth, had attended

services in the old North Church. Among the pew holders of this church,

at various times, were Governor John Langdon, General William Whipple

(a signer of the Declaration of Independence), and Daniel Webste
’ ter (from

1807 through 1816). The other pew holders included the Shaefes, the

Sargents, and the Chauncys. Edward Parry's pew was to the right of the

main aisle, directly in front of the heavy pulpit and its large sounding

board., From the steeple overhead, a guilded weather vane looked out over

the town.

At this point it may be well to return to the columns of the

Portsmouth Weekly Chronicle for April 2, 1853:

”Mr. Parry's constructiveness did not wholly expend itself on one

block of stores, nor Was his taste satisfied with only so much of the

beautiful as could be seen at his store, inside and outside, Iis house

on Pleasant street, at the corner of Edward, (which was named in his

honor,) was finished, furnished and arranged to suit his peculiar taste,

His garden in the Trear, extending to the Scuth Mill Pond, was furnished

with all manner of trees pleasant to the eye and good for food.

He did not feel quite sure of the honesty and good will of the boys

in his vicinity-and therefore he planted a thorn hedge on the whole side
of his garden next to Edward street-and outside it built a substantial

stone wall, breast high or more, and strong enough for a fortification,

This was surmounted with broken glass bottles embedded in the masonry,

ender climbing impossible. At the lower end of the garden, on

SO as to T
the shore of the pond, the walls were eight or ten feet high, of massive

stone, bullt after the manner of a regular fort, and by the proprietor

21.
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To complete the fort, i¢c nad an armament of two small cannon,

duly mounted on swivels, With these he used to favor the town with salutes
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en sc¢t days, and especial

v

The Republiicans, in those days, used generally tc have thelr oration
for the fourth delivered in the Universalist meeting house, and the orator

ormance at twelive o'ciock at noon-

. s N ] e an
mixcd up with the powder faglesey.
— - T VAR T 0 I8ET e i 3
e REVEGUSTHIVISE R~ ReR R ¢! POY Wiy iy, LECL, It an ariicie py Ray
Brighton, had this Turther to say zbout Fort Anglesey:
"Nothing cver bullt in Portsmouth was more startling than the For:
o < at the foot of hi N g N £ own _—
he (Bdward Perry) bullt at the foot of his garden on the bank of tne South e
t mto srruotUTE STR04d G ey Foet o257 oF whar de -
Milinond. This structure stood cnly 2 few feet east of what is now

ivenue, and it was no meke believe affair, A description of it

~vived in the files of the Portsmouth Morning Chronicle., The walis,

Two carronades, on swivels, stood ready to defend the fortificarion fro:
e oG he flag staff atop the walls fiew a pennant bearing the motto:
o hln this German motto of the Prince of Wales means "I serve,”

0.e o oo rowiniscences of Jeanna Cnauncy Parry Cooper suggests a reason
for . Ciusey's construction:

mmer, probably about the year 1807, a




daughter of the Havea family next door was dressing to be married. The

groom-to-be was walking in the garden below the house, waiting for the

beginning of the ceremony. "Seeing a boat land at the garden dock, he

walked down to investigate. A group of sailors from a British 'press gang"

thereupon siezed him and carried him off. He reappeared years later,

but in the meaatime the shocked "bride" had died of z broken heart.
. - , /.
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Perhaps the carronades of Fort Anglesey were installed as a measur
of self defense, although it is doubtful if anything larger than a

ship's boat could have made the passage into the South Millpond from the

Piscataqua.

11) End of an Idyll

The War of 1812 brought trouble both to Edward Parry and to his father—
in-law in Danvers., These txoubles, largely economic, wers zlso éersonal.j
"As far as LCdwaxrd Parry was.concerqed, the trouble that now overtook him
revealed a lack of circumspection and too great a2 sense of security. It Tevealed
better qualities on the part of his wife., «This story comes to us via

Joanna Cooper?

Out in the Piscataqua River were moored two old ships, known as

:nthe hulks.” These ships, as the War of 1812 PTogressed, were used by

~fhe government for the détention of British prisoners;. Hearing that the
supply of food on ?the hu}ks" was poor, Edward'Parry sent aboard a supply
of roast beef and plum duff - for use on an approaching holiday. This

act of generosity offended many of the townspeople, and a mob soon

gathered in Pleasant Street outside of Edward Parry's house., Edward Parxy,’
taken by surprise, hid upstairs, but his wife_Ruth, carrying her youngest
baby in her axrms, appeared on tﬁe front steps, and with soothiﬁg and
unruffled words of explanation, and a display of great courage aﬁd'

presence of mind, was able to disperse the hestile crowd,

* Dr. Haven had two dayghtersrby. bisisssond wife.®he were of marrisgeable age in 1807.




-Judge Collins' situation in Danvers was described by Samuel P,
Fowler in an article called "Hawthorne in Danvers' (Danvers Mi;ror for
7/7/1877 - Reprinted in 1924 by the Danvers Historical Society), As
boys Fowler and Na%haniel Hawthorne (then both about the age of 10) sat

on a hill overlooking the ocean, enjoying a cool breeze., His account

of their afterncon's reflections follows:

. e

“YTe left the boys sitiing on the gress upon the summit o:
ol ass, leoking seaward and waiching
a laro ip under easy sail, ; 1t have been the Bn?—
iz Tenedos of 46 g i 7, as this
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Ly ihe Captaia of the 17zd there been,
o= cosuronce thet no i Le made by ths
in eompany with the ves that the Cong
weuld have fziled to rigate? The smaller
vessel inside of the Tenedos Iying off and on with a light
breeze was probably the Liver];ool Packet, 2 small privateer,
£tied out at Liverpool, Nova Scotia. She made great havoe
in our Bay during the later period of the War of 1812, by
capturing our vessels engaged in the fishing, coasting and
southern trade. Her commussion, it was sald, was to “burn,

o

sink and destroy.” If she coptured a vessel of rot much
velue, or was short of hands for a prize crew, she was scut-
tied and sunk or burni. A vessel bound to Danversport,
loaded With wood and bark, was captured and burnt just out-
sde of Baker’s Island.
- This little sea scourge in our Bay produced mo little excite-
¢ in Danvers, arising from a belief that a distinguished
emen [Judge Collins] then living in Danvers, owned
in this privateer, and was actually receiving from time
some of her prize moncy. We have said that this
iser was fitied out et Liverpool, Nova Scotiz, 2 sea-
fi
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port town first settled in 1760 by emigrants from Massachu-
seits, and it was said the suspected person was either one

ship of Liverpoo! was settled before slavery was sbolished in
2zsszchusetts, the emigranis took their slaves with them.
"¢ {he time this gentleman came to Danvers from Nova
Seotiay he brought with him several negro servants of differ-
eat degrees of color. Some of the circumstances of the cese,
a3 related at the time, scemed to point to him sg in some way
eozpected with this priveteer. But what gave much credit
to the belief was a story related by 2 man living with the
guspocied person, who effirined that one day he saw in this
eman’s house a milkpan of guinezs counted out on a
, and that it was & part of his employer’s share of the
prize money of the Liverpool Packet. The coin was undoubt-
edly seen by Jedidiah, but he failed tc prove where it came
‘rom. Ju {act, evidence was wantipg fo sustain the charge
aliezed”

of the emigranis or one of their descendants. As the Town-

24,
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The "Chronicles of Danvers" descridsd zhe situation even more

"Ouring the War of 1812 Judge Collins was supposed to have been part
owner in a small privateer fitted cut at Liverpool (Nova Scotia), which

made sad work in destroying coasters in New England, and in consedquence

he became cbnoxious to the people of Danvers.” Under the stress of War

single incident resulted
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ané its attendant events, which have create
much more., With the cnactment of the Embargo Act of 1807, New England
2s a whole was hard hit economically, and suffered a decline in trade
from that ¢ime until the War of 1812, Afte:
economic.depression.

Tn 1810 the Brig "Quick Time,” cerrying goods belonging to Edward
Paryy, was detained at Mzlaga by the Spenish General commanding that port,

nd its cargo confiscated without compensation., Edward Parry reported

, but was still trying to get Secretary’

this to the American Secretary of State
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John Quincy Adams to take action a No compensation was
ecver received, On other occasions goods consigned to him were lost, and

he rectained Daniel Webster to examine his claims,

nothing. Joanna Cooper cleimed that Edward Parry and his wife traveled

o
could repcrc was that Ruth Parry got a wecipe for a fruitceke from Dolly
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Medison, and heard her tell the story of how she had saved a portralt of George
Washington by cutting it out of it's frame shortly before <The British burned

the White House in 1814. I could find no evidence external to Joann; Cooper to
-support the story of this conversation, but it may have taken plaéewih 1815 or
1816. Edward Perry vas seeking governmental'assistance at this time,and Presidents
of the United Stetes were easily accéssiblé“to the public until long after President
Medison's second term. ’

~

he time was now at hand when Edward Parry and his family would

ct

Eut
have to leave Portsmouth, for in 1817 and 1818 he was overtaken by
economic ruin. What must have become a credit house of cards collapsed
L default of a large debt cwing To him, and he.in.éufn was unable to

meet his obligations. Ia his downfdll he involved at least one of his

——

suppliers in England, who Wrote him desperate letters begging him to make

some remittance.

Judge Collins, who was now in the last two years of his life, bought the

Plezsant Street house 1o prevent his daughter Ruth from being turned out by her

nusbend's creditors, put it soon became impossible for the Pearrys to live thére,

or enywhere else 1n Portsmouth. They left for Baltimore, Marylend in 1818, teking

the children's nurse, Miss Annie Greene, with thgm-

How the Parrys were able to support themselves in Baltimore is not clear

Perhaps Ruth received money from her father. The only faﬁily reference to this

~

period that I could find was an account of a Cholera epidemic. Burial parties

with carts patrolled the streets of Baltimore to the mournful cry: "Bring out’

your dead!"




Benajah Coilins, who had rewritten his Will to make sure that no part
of his bequest to his dagghter Ruth could-bé takenoner by her husband's
céeditors, died in 1820. According to the "Chronicles of Danvers," he
was "laid out in great state in his broad hallway for a month before
he was buried in the tomb which he héd prepared near his house., It was
said that when he lﬁy in his coffin, by way of embalming,he'was enclosed
with a bag of Sumatra pepper, and when anyone came to view the body the

pepper was removed from the face by the wing of a goose!l"

The use of pepper for embalming was initiated by Benajah Collins
himself. In 1800 a ship in which he had an interest missed a crew member
following the loading of pepper in the "'spice islands'. Six months later
during the unloading in New England his body was found perfectly preserved
in the pepper. Hence the use of pepper for embalming following Collins

funerals. The frozen ground made winter burials almost impossible,

o

The year following Benajah's death the Parry family moved from Baltimore

+o Philadelphia. They again took with them the faithful Annie Green, a link

with the long departed Joanna Chauncy.




12) Last years in Philadelphia

e —

The bequest from her father probably enabled Ruth Parry to buy the
boarding house that she then acquired in Philadelphia, This undertaﬁing,
presumably proof against her husband's creditors, was to support the
‘family for the rest of her life. The Parry boarding house.catered to a '.%
a chef was engaged, and the quality of the food was

genteel clientelle,

reported to be of the best. The children were all back in #chool, and
ordered life began again for the Parry family. |
During this pefiod Ruth's sister Hepsibah vi;ited Philadelphia with her husband
Captain Jeremish  Briggs. The Captain was away at sea for long periods
of time, and his wife ﬁepéibah spent these periods with her mother in
- Danvers, Hepsiﬁah decided to take Joanna Parry back with her to Danveré,
so that.she could live there with her grandmother and her unmarried Aunt
Deborah, to liven things up at the old.hOuse, which hadibecome very
quiet following Beﬁajah's death. To make things more interesting for he‘,
they later brought in Zeralda Emerson, "an orphan of good family," to be
her ComP?QIOn- Mrs, Susanna qullns, "small and lively," thereupon
revived. She loved music and had both a harpsichoﬁﬁ and a spinnet in her
bedroom, playing one or the other for pleasure when the spirit moved her,
| although this was not always to the taste of her iéés musical daughters,
She gave Joanna aad Zeralda a carriage to use, and they frequently rode

in it to Boston and Salem. In Salem they visited Joanna's Aunt Triphenia, who

in 1806 had married a Mr. Wllllam Marston (later a well-to-do Boston merchant)

While visiting "Aunt Marston" Joanna recalled that she sometlmes met the then

quite acceptable but later notorious Crowninshield boys, who in 1830 were

to murder the highly respected and vexy wealthy Captain Joseph White in

one of 19th Centuty New England's most terrible crimes, -

During one of her visits to Philadelphié Joanna, at this time a

"lovely blond girl of sixteen,” was caught up in the festivities that




accompanied the return of General Lafayetie to thiscradle of American

dence. She and a beautiful dzrk haired Jewish girl named Rose

were selected to lead two lines of pretty young girls in a procdésion

+hat was to greet the cld Marquis. Dressed in white with a wide blue

ritbon over her shoulder and pictures of Washington and Lafayette pinned

to a satin band around her waist, she stood with her dark haired companion,

similarly dresscd but with a red ribbon, at the head of the column of

girls, Lafayette kissed them both and is reputed to have saida "Ah, the

Lily and the Rosel”
lard times caught up with the Parry family again tewards the end

20's, and the children had ©o help outr as best they could.

of the 18
Joaznna raised money oY coloring prints and engravings, and applied this

money to the support of the family. Her brother Edward Owen Parry, who

Al

had dreamed of going To sea, worked in the Law Office of Henry Chester,

tudying law whenecver hc could and laying the fo

1 career. His brother George was similarly apprenticed to a Dentist.

poct
|.)

eg:

In 1827 Susanna Collins died, and the great house in Danvers soon

the famiiy. Years later it became for half a century

{27

passed out ©

a seat of the famous Peabody family of Massachusetts - relatives of

Ceorge Peabody, the great philanthropist, of the founder of Groton School,

and of the present (1964} Governor of Massachusetts,
Joznna soon eloped with a Dr, William Cooper, and later went west

with him to New Albany, Indiana, where they "lived happily ever after.”

1ively personality and vivid imeagination come through to us in her

Her
memoirs, but some of the exaggeration apparent in her anecdotes may have
been the rosult of the many retellings that preceded their reduction to

writing by her granddaughter.
pfrew 1830, with their children marrying and moving away, Edward

and Rutn Povry wors left to contemplate their changing fortunes and the

2

undation for a2 distinguished

26.




ime, There still exist silhousttes of them made at zbout
this period, Edward Parxy displays a rather large head, a little humbled
Ruth's younger face, under the stray

perhaps by time and misfortune.

o dear to the practitioners of the art of the silhouette,
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strength and wisdom attained in adversity,

suggests a
Edward Parry died in 1834, but it was left for the Portsmouth

"Weekly Chronicle' 19 years later to pronounce z fitting epiiaph.

Following the discussion of Fort Anglesey, it concludes:

1a1l this is of by-gone days; but now, though the fort is ihere, the

swivels are gone; there &rée 1o republicans left, and but little of the

Fourth of July; the glass bottles are brushed away; the hedge has overgrown

the plants it used to protect, and the bcauty and glory of Fort Anglesey

have departed. The owneT and captain of the fort, in the decline of his

fortunes, removea toO Philadelphia, where he xept a genteel boarding house

for several years, and - where he died - but his toils and his hopes,

his toys and his favorite propercy were llere; and though born in a foreign

o

never had a resident trader here who felt more like a Portsmouth

countxy, we I

v

man, or had sTronger hopes of permanency of residence among us.

My. Parry was never very ponular here - but he was an advertiser and

2 trader, ahead of his times, He loved to make money and to spend it -

"and he did considerable of both. A man who builds a good block of stores,

and gives his own name tc a street, has certainly a
2s an energetic and effective citizen. Such an one

aste and purposes all his own, and with

o«

- With a will,

force of character enough to carry them out.”

E END)
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BIBLIOGRAPHY: . .

I) Information or illustrative material can be obtained from the

following private sources:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Richard Parry of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, has Edward
Parry's handwritten account pf his early life, most of his
correspondence, his . portrait with  a child on his‘lap9

his silhouette plus one of his wife, Ruth, and an ancient copy of
Benajah Collins' Will.

John Collins Parry of Upper Montclair, New Jersey, has

sonte of Edward Parry’s correspondence with John Quincy

Adams gnd Daniel Webster relative to ship claims,

The author has the architect's plan of Edward Parry's
Portémouth Estate; a picture taken about 1865 of the Wendell,
Parry and Haven houses on Pleasant Street; and a typed

copy of Jcanna Chauncy Parry Cooper's reminiscences, These
reminiscences were put into writing by Joanna's granddaughter,
the late Mrs, Schuyler Jones, The typed coﬁy was made for
the late Judge George Gowen Parry of Philadelphia, by Mrs. -
Schuyler Jones' daughter: Mrs, Charles Warren Snow of Kansas.
The author also has a photograph made of another painting of
Edward Parry. rThis painting, showing Edward Parry in a

white wig at the age of about 30, was last seen in St. Louis
about 50 years ago, Whether it was a full size portrait or

a miniature is not clear.

Mrs, Morris P, Taylor of San Luis Obispo, California, has an

oil painting of Ruth Collins Parry.
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6) . Benajah Collins' Silver Tankard is on loan to the Cleveland
Museum of Art, A flowered waistcoat belonging to either
Benajah Collins or Edward Parry is in the Museum of Art in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, ‘

II1) Published Sources for statements made in the text:

1) Ward Lock and Company's "Illustrated Guide Book ‘to North Wales"
contains on pages 185-200 infonnation about the island of Anglesey.
The edition consulted was published in aboqt 1910 in London,
England, but the date is not shown,

2) Information about London's geography and history can be derived from
"London For Everyman' printed in 1961 by W.,W, Norton and
Company (New York),

3)  Sir Winston Churchill, in his "History of the English Speaking
Pepples” (Volume III, pages 123-250), reviews events in England
_during the second half of the 18th century,

4) In 1959 the Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce distributed a
pamphlet entitled-"Come to Portsmouth, New Hampshire” that contains

several pertinent facts about Portsmouth history.

5) "Rambles\about Portsmouth,'" by Charles w..Brewster, gives much
information about Dr. Samuel Haven, about the old North Church, |
and about George Washington's 1789 visit to Portsmouth. There is
reasén to believe that Dr, Haven was the man.who recommended Tobias
Lear of Pbrtsmouth to George Washington., Tobias Lear was Washington's
Private Secretary from 1785 until 1792, and his friend thereafter. |

6) '"Sergeant Richard Haven, 1620-1703, of Lynn, Massachusetts. - :

One line of his descendents"\contains facts about Dr, Samuel Haven

and his family, This book was compiled by ‘William Haven of Tulsa,

Oklahoma, in 1927, See -pages 14-18.




7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)
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"Portsmouth, New Hampshire - A Camera Impression" contains pictures

of 18th century houses in Portsmouth, the South Millpond, the Wendell
House, the Schaefe warehouse, etc, with appropriate céptions and notes,
"Early Portsmouth His?ory," by Ralph May (1926), ;ontains much

general information about 17th and 18th century Portsmouth,

""The Direcr Ancastry of the late Jacab Wendell of Portsmouth' by

James Rindge Stanwood of Boston - 1882, contains Wendell Family
information,

"The Columbia Encyclopedia,” 2nd Edition, 1950, contains factual
information gbout James Madison, Daniel Webstér, Dr, Samuel
Johnson, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Edmund Burke, and Charlies James Fox.,

t also contains facts about the history of Portsmouth, New
Hampshire,
"A Directory of the Members of the Legislative Assembly of Nova
Scotia 1758-1958" contains on pages 68 and 69 informdtion about
Benajah Collins-and his son Gecrge (also an "M.L.A." - who remelned in

Nova Scotia, as did Benajah's oldest daughter Susannah;_Both_were

married by 1797 when Benajah moved on to Danvers).

" "The Marston Geneology," compiled by Washington Marston in 1888,

contains facts about William Marston of Salem and Boston,

(Triphenia Collins' husband).
"The American Heritage' for June 1960 contains an article by Charles

P, Curtis called "The Young Devils and Daniel Webster.” This is

about the murder of Captain Joseph White by the Crowinshield and
Knapp boys. It was this murder that convinced Miss Deborah Cellins

that she ought to sell the Collins house (The Lindens) and leave

r,snvers. . The neighborhood was getting dangerous,




14) .

15)

16)

17)

"The Historical Collections of the Danvers Historical Society"
(Volumello, Page 49) contains a copy of an impressive silhouette
of Judge Samuel Holton, plus information about his careér‘

A letter written by Samuel P,. Fowler and quated in fhe Histdrical

Collections of the Danvers Historical Society refers to Qudge

" Benajah Collins as "a large, portly man" who "wore a white wig

well powdered with its dust on the collar of his coat," Another
contemporary,'Dr. Bentley, is quoted as referring to the Judge as
a "powdered dignitary," (also in the Historical Collections of the

panvers Historical Society).

"The Salem Weekly Gazette' for December 8th, 1865 carries an
article by Samuel Preston in which he refers to ""the two massive
communion cups' given by Judge Collins to the First Parish Church.

These paved his way into Danvers,

"“Historic Homes of Georgetown and Washington City"™ by Eberiein and

Hubbard (Dietz Press, Richmond, Va, = 1958) contains on pages

432-438 many interior and exterior photographs of "The Lindens"

and a description of its history.

3k4.

18) "The Second Treasury. of Early American Homes," by Dorothy and Richard

19)

20)

21)

pratt (Hawthorn Books - 1959) contains a description and several
interior and exterior color photographs of "The Lindens.”

"Gleason's Pictorial" for May 2lst, 1853, contains on page 336 a
woodcut.of "the Collins House" (The Lindens) with a description

of its history,

"The Century Magazine" for October, 1884 contains an engraving of

“the Peabody Mansion" (The Lindens).
N

"The Historical Collections of the Danvers Historical Society™

(Volume 19, Pages 57 and 58 contain the following reprint of an 1854

advertisement,"The Collins Place' was being offered for sale:

e —
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ELEGANT COUNTRY RESIDENCE FOR SALE | _ o
IN DANVERS, MASS. o

! The Collins Place, so well known as one of the most desir-

5 able and elegant Country Residences in the State, consist--

i ing of )

! ‘f& large and stately Edifice in complete repair containing

{ fine halls and rooms of high stud and bheautifully finished;.
a Gardener’s llouse; Barn; Stable; and Carriage IHouse.
Also plenty of excellent water in and about the premises.

In front is a large Park, containing some of the nohlest
specimens of Linden, Elm, and other ornamental trees.

The T.and measures about 8 acres, including a Kitchen
and Flower Garden—in the former of which are fine Aspara- ..
gus and Strawberry heds. . The choicest Peaches, Apples,
Tears, Plums, Gages, (Quinces, Grapes, Raspherries, Goose-
berries, Blackberries, and Currants, are here found in the
best bearing condition. The land is among that so long
noted for its great fertility, in this vicinity. Fine borders
of Buckthorn hedges, most beautiful Roses, and every thing
to beautify a place and gratify the eyc and the taste, abound.

The Place is celehrated as having been the residence of
Judge Collins, and also, as the Iead Quarters of Gen. age,
Commander-in-Chief of the British Army. 1t was huilt by
“King” Hooper, 80 called on account of his favoring the
Royal party, for which adherence he came near losing his
life. One day, as he was standing in his doorway, having
called a party of Patriots (who were passing his house to
join the American army), rebels and knaves, a hall was
ghot at him, which, missing its ‘object. passed through the
door, the passage of which still remains in the door., He
was soon obliged to leave the place.

. Upon the window of a small ante-rvom remain the signa-
tures of several noted persons of those times, among which .
are those of some of the oflicers of the British army, traced
- upon the glass,
. The Place is one of the few remaining ‘of the noted places
immediately connected with the War of the Revolution. It
is now occupied by the owner, Capt. Joseph Rider. Churches
and the best of Schools are in the immediate neighhorhood; ~ .
-a Railroad depot is within 3-4 of a mile, and there will . X .
_soon be another within 1-4 of a mile, affording the best
- means of communication with Boston, Salem, and elsewhere, .
" a dozen times per day—consequently making it a most desir-

able residence for a part or the whole of the year. Hourly
coaches pass the house. ' v
With every convenience appertaining to Country residences = -
nearer Boston, and certainly not behind .any of them in
interest and beauty of situation, this Place can be purchased .
at a much less price.
As a Private Residence, Summer Boarding-house, or Semi-
nary of Learning, it is equally well adapted. It is yearly
increasing in value, and in five years will be worth double
its present price. _ .
The premises can be viewed, and terms learned, by those :
desirous of purchasing, on application to o
: T. A. SWEETSER, Apothecary,
: Main street, Danvers.
Applications by mail immediately attended to.
Danvers, March 30, 1854. . _ tf -
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22) The Ancestry of Susanna Tracy Collins can be traced in the "Mayflower

Index;" in "0ld Houses of the Ancient Town of Norwich, Connecticut"
(Mary E, Perkins - 1895); in Volume I of "The History of Windham County,
Connecticut (Ellen D. Larned - 1874); in “The Mack Geneology'" (Mrs,

Sophia Smith, Rutland, Vermont, 1903); and in "The Histofy of the

- Town of Hingham, Massachusetts (1893). Governor-WilliamvBradford

of "Plimouth Plantation” and "The Mayflower'" was her most
distinguished American ancesior, but there were many others of
interest: Bradford's son, Major William, who commanded the Plymouth
forces in"King Philip’s War" and was badly wounded; the Major's’
daughter Hannah, who married Josiah Ripley and went to .
Connecticut, where she taught herself medicine, had many children,
and became the first NDoctor of either sex in her part of
Connecticut; Orlando Bagley, Constable of Salem during the Witch=
craft Trials, who had his neighbor "apprehended as a witch;" the
distinguished Reverend Peter Hobart of Magdalen College, Cambridge
University and laéer Hingham, Massachusetts; and Captain John-

Tracy of the Connecticut General Assembly, whose wife Mary Winslow was a
niece of Governor Edward Winslow of Plymouth Colony. Susanna Tracy
Collins-also had a patriot brother, Nathaniel, who was reputed'to have
taken part in the "Boston Tea Party”. He was killed fighting against
the British at the Battle of Lexington.

Benajah Collins’ American Ancestors can be traced in the geneologies
of the Collins, Crowell, Dexter, Doane, Hallet, Bangs, and Sears

and Knowles families, and in the records of the Cape Cod towns of
Eastham, Chatham, Sandwich; q?d Barnstable, His earliest American
ancestor was Edward Bangs, who came to Plymouth Colony on the

“Ann"” in 1623, Another interesting ancestor was Thomas Dexter, who




ok )

25)

in 1630 bought Nahant, Mass., from the Indian Chief Poquanum for a suit of
clothes.i .

The "Lamﬁ and Flag" symbol used by Edward Parry to advertise his shop came
from the upper part of phe Parry Coat of Arms. The section over the shield.
Edward Parry wrote aimost illegibly that he was born in the Parish of
"Standeraint”. It seems probable to me that this should read."Rhys-Y-Saint",

or "Rhys the Saint". This Parish is a few miles west of Beaumaris.
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. Foreword to a set of four Biographies, which will some day hopefully inciude
as Part I "Edward Parry of Portsmouth," This Part I may be rewritten if &

important new material becomes available;

Each of the four generations of the family that immediately

precedcd mine produced a man of unusual character and ability.

Three were self nade although cnec of theseldled poor. The fourth -

was a brilliant and articulate failure.

" Every one of the four lzved in an environment of more than
" usual interest. Three left their marks upon their communities.'

The fourth, with little impact upon his contemporaries, left vivid

v

and pexceptive accounts of great and far flung events.

These four, in chronological order were:

Edward Parry - imaginative but incautious Welsh Merchant of Portsmouth,
New Hampshire - who died poor:

His oldest surviving son - Judge Edward Owen Parry of Schuylkill County, -
- Pa, - strong, dependable, perhaps toc C
indulgent, a pillar of society,

The Judge's eldest son = Major Henry Chester Parry M.D. of the Union Army
‘ ~and the Union Pacific Railway Commission =
brilliant but erratic - who tasted glory but

knew weakness and failure,

The Doctor's only son = Judge George Gowen Parry of Philadelphia = who -
' valued strength and scorned expediency.

The lives of thése four .covered the years between 1765 ‘and 1960.

Edward Owen Parry
Shaker Heights, Ohio
September 5th, 1964





