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Lighthouses and lighthouse keepers have 'ong been a source of mystique
and remanticism. rolkiors and iegend are oiian 20 pervasive that historians
have difficulty deciphering fact from fiction; yet within the manuscript
collection of the Old York Historical Society, an original log of a lighthouse
keeper offers a unigue recearch opportunity. The log was kept by Eliphalet
Grover, the xeeper oT the Boon Isiand light, Trom 1828 until 1339, Grover's
tenure on Boon isiand iasted from 1316 until he was relieved in May, 0.

The circumstances of orover's dismissail have been the cause of
considerable historical speculation. including the theory that he was
relieved Irom NIS £OST Tor Gesirovind 4 Uhited Si4tes jovernment Sudy, and
the assertion that ne 20nd 0 intendced for use i the ianiern of the
tignthouse. 3ubsequent investigation, however, reveals that the 1830z
were a tumultuous period in the administratfon of America's lighthouses
Posts as Highthouse keepers were frequently rewards for poltical
partisanship, and while the "Bucy theory” and the "Oil theory” of Grover's
dismissal cannot be disoroved, a more plausibie explanation is that he was,
unw ittingly, a victim of the spoils system.

Regardless of the reason for Grover's removal from Boon island, his 109
is usefui as a primary document. Boon isiand 15 a small ouICrop of 1rocK
ipcated seven miies off Yor«'s coast, and Elipnalet Grover was the first

lighthouse keeper to reside on the island for a period of more than five

twould ke to offer sincere thanks to Jane Porter for sharing her enthusiasm and exgertise on
tinhthouges and keeners. Her familiarity with Grover's log was 3 tremendous help in decighering
Afficyit nassages, and her willingness to share other research often quided me to valuanle
mformatian. She hac assumed the chatlenge of sorting fact from fiction with regard to lightheuses
and Hahthouse keepers, and | look forward fo her ?er‘..":ccmmg ook



years. e 10g 15 a testament to one man's struggle to survive what many
rail the fonefiest niace on arth, ang it is a fascinating account of the
triale of mamtamning a Hgnt for those navigating the treacherous coast of
Maine.

Beneath the laconic entries "1 Tube Giass Broaken” and "Came heare the
Cutter” lies a captivating, though incomplete, account of Eiiphaiet Grover's
I1fe on Boon Isiand. Although Grover seldom rerers to his wire, Susanna, or
their children, the log documents the equipment and the trials of lighthouse
keepers in the early 15th century. in addition to recording £iiphalet
Grover's o135 on Boon isiand, the 10g can 08 Internrefed wiinin the context

Hgnthouse technology ang administration, 2g a recerg of marema! 2uirure,
anc within the genre of folk diaries. A ccmplete transcription of the lcg
nas been completed to make cliphalet Grover's story more available in
reproducibie form and to encourage further researcn wnile oreserving the

fragile original log.

Lighthouse Administration: The Spoils System at ‘Work

Americans pegan butiding irghthouses n the 18Ih century and ty the mig
1Gth century iighthouses dottad the Atlantic coast. Boon Isiand posed 3
serious threat to the safety of mariners trading along the Maine coast, and
in 1797 the Boston Marine Society began negotiations with General

Benjamin Lincoin to promote the construction of an untighted beacon on Boon



fsland. As the Boston Customs Collector, Lincoin was responsibie for
Maine's (then part of Massachusetts) lighthouses. in 1799, the first
navagational aid was erected on Boon Island; a beacon forty feet high,
costing 3600 was the first of many structures on the island that would be
swepl away or demolisned by the sea.

The construction of a lighthouse on Boon isiand was authorized in 1811
by Albert Gallatin, the Secretary of the Treasury. Lighthouses were then
under the jurisdiction of the Treasury Department; responsibility aiternatad

between the secretary and the commissioner of revenue until the fifth

l

auditor assumed conirol in 1820, Steonen Pleasonton, the rifth auditor

supervised America

(W}

iighthouses untr! the creation of the Lightheuse 2oary
in 1822

Stephen Pleasonton expedited some forms of progress during the 1Sth
century ang drasticaily hindered others. Lighthouses proiiferated during
Pleasenton's reign: only 4Qtighthouses existed within the United States in
1812, but by 1342 there were 236 lighthouses and 30 lightships 2otting the
nation's coasts.! Yet Pleasonton's tenure was not without flaws. In
1810, for exampie, Winsiow Lewis earneq a contract with the recerai
government to use his version of the Argand famp in all of the country’'s
iighthouses. Ami Arganag had devised a hollow wiCK which was a vast

improvement upon the older spider lamp system, and Lewis convinced the

Yerancis Ross Holland, Jr., America's Lighthouses: Their lustrated Histery Since 1716,
Stephen Greene Press: 3rattleboro, VT 1972, p. 22




government tc¢ adopt the Argand lamp with a parabolic reflector.? (See
material culture discussion for detali onrefieciors.’

Shortly arter Lewis’ lamps were instalied, 3 French phvsicist, Augustin
Fresnel, developed a lens that was far superior to Lewis Argand Lamp
system. The Fresnel lense revolutionized the quality of the light emitted by
lighthouses in France and England. Yet America was slow to adopt Fresnel
ienses, in part because wWinslow Lewis and Siepnen Pleasonton were on very

friendly terms; Pleasonton had atlowed Lewis 1o develop a monopoly on the

reflecting apparatus used in iighthcuses. Thus the innovationg of Sraane!
wers introduced in the United Stares only afizsr Pieascnion's nesiiations
were orougnt to the attention of Longress

in the same manner that Stepnen Pleasonton snowed Tavoritism o

winslow Lewis, posts as lighthouse keepers were often rewards ¢

political favors. Francis Holland writes thatl guring Pleasonion's
administration "the nation's coastis were not adequateiy mar<ed, and Hgnis
were poorly maintained by poorly trained keepers, most of {whomj were
political appointees.”3

Ccustoms coliectors sugarvised 1ighinouse KEepers, DUt ey, 06, wersg
subject to the capriciousness of the spoils system. Nathan Cummings was

appointed Portland Customs Collector by President William Henry Harrison,

2Francis Ross Holland, Jr., America's Lighthouses, p. 14-18.
SHolland, America's L ighthouses, p. ix and 32.




and thougn Cummings was “an active member of the whig party,"® he was
removed from office when Jonn Tyler became president. Even correct party
affiliation did not guarantee job security.

Boen island was not exempt from this political turmoil. Captain Jehn
ThomMpson was refmaovead irom his post as xeeper on 8oon {siand in Sepfember,
1843. Thompson wrote to President John Tyler in protest and nis words

indicate his percepticn of the importance of politics in the post
{ voted for your £xcellency for Vice
president and intended fo exert my
feeble influence f0 promote another
eiection for you for Presigent - why

bam removed, ! am 3t 'ogs o terermine R

COOMD

3]

ON 2 igtier 2CN0es ciibNaiel Grover's asionisnment Jver the 033 of

o
(

the Bopn isianc post as recorgeq in his log "Turniei of{fi Boon 1siang arter

as lighthouse xeeper 22 years 10 months and 20 days without

[Ng]
-2
—

ervin

2

cause.” (May 10, 1839; iogpage 37
The assertion has peen made that Eliphaiet Grover was dismissed ivom
Boon fsiand for destroying a government buoy ang for surregtitiousiy seliing

lighthouse o1l for personal DI‘Of?t,é Yet a closer reading of Grover’s iog

4The Cummings Memarial, A Genealogical History of the Descendants of |seac Cummings or
Topsrieid, MA Compiied by Rev. George Mooar. New York: §.F. Cummings, 1903 0. 357

S john Thompson as cited in Snow, famous Mew England [ighthouses, p. 139.

52¢e Ranaid Langille, “A Boon Island Lighthouse Keeper,” Unpublishied manuscript, O1d York
Historical Saciety, York, Maine, Langille misinterprets the presence of recipts within Grover’s
log as evidence of embezzlement, and errs in his assessment of one of the signatures on the recipt.
The receipt is signed by Seward Merrill, not Seward Munci as Langille claims. Seward Merrill
was authorized to build & new Jighthouse on Boon Island in 1821 after & storm devastated the




indicates that five months after he was "Examend Before John Anderson” for
misconduct, he received 3 new boat from Anderson, the Superintendent of
Lighthouses in Maine. (April @, 1828 and September 2G, 1838; log pages 30
& 32.) Had Grover's behavior been reprehensible enough to remove him from
the post, it is unlikely he would have been given a new boat. Moreover,
Orover was appointed lignthouse keeper on Whaleback in 1841, and it seems
improbable that had he been guilty of serious misconduct 1ike embezziement
he would have been reappointed as 2 lignthouse keeper. Given the political
climate of the time, it seems much more iikely that Grover was a pawn in a
goiitical power struggle.

f‘!b-

Grover's L0g as a mecord of Material Tuliurs

Eliphaiet Grover's periodic inventories of jignthouse cauipment on Boon

It

fsiand are rare resources for understanaing the marsrais used by lignihouss
keepers in the early nineteenth century. Storm damage and repairs were
also noted and in his iog Grover has ieft a record of the eguipment used in
maintaining a lighthouse. The “lanton” {lantern; Grover mentioned was an

iron and glass structure on the top portion of the iignthouse wnicn protectan

island. The receipt in Graver's log indicates that Merrill remaoved the "0ic Q‘and“ . probably the
stand for the lantern) and any equisment “Belongin ther t0.” (July 22, 1831) Merrill wasa
representative of the United States government, and the receipt is preof that Grover remitted
obsolete equipment to a legitimate figure. Furthermore, Langille suggests that pages have been cut
out of the Jog t2 remaove avidence ¢ misdeeds; yet Grover's entries are continuous and the pages
couid easily have been blank.



the light source. Inside the lantern, many =mall lamps gave off light which
was reflected through a system of ienses, focusing the light and increasing
LS visibility.

Reflecting apparatus of the early nineteanth century were sheets of
metal coated with silver, and "buff skins” {usually deer skin) were needed 10
polish the reflectors and remove residue from iamps. "Tube glasses” were
chimneys on the tamps; tong tube giasses were used in the winter and short
tupe glasses in the summer. Similarly, different tynes o1 o1l were used in
summer and winter. Winter 011, pressed at 'cwer temperatures, was thinner
and did not freeze as 2asiiy as summer 01, :iGnaiet s inventory aiso
included "1 Dimon” {aiamond), presumaniy o CUl reniacement nanes of 1ass

for the lantern.

Grover's Log as a Work Diary

Mariiyn Ferris Motz has analyzed rurai work diaries of midwestern
Americans.? while the rarms of Michigan and Ohio are far from Boon
Island, Motz's insights into these work diaries are germain to Eilphalet
Grover's 16g. Unlike the farmers of the midwest, Grover was exocecied o
keep a record of his activities regarding the iighthouse, but with that

difference excepted, the 10g is similar to the diaries Motz has examined.

75ee Marilyn Ferris Motz, "Folk Expressions of Time and Place” in Journai of American
Folklore, Vol. 100, 1987 p. 131-47.




Motz notes that work dfaries often lack a first person pronoun. The
writer removed himself or hersel’ from the work ihat was completed and
{ried to record events objectivelv. "The diaries,” she says, "in this sense
represent records of work acccompiished, cataiogs of achievement."8
There is certainly a2 paucity of Tirgt persen singular within Grover's log.
Terse daily entries "Tube Giass Sroaken” and "Came heare the Cutter”
dominate the log, and only when something extraordinary such as a severe
storm or a shipwreck interrupted the daily routine of life did Eliphalet,
write mere prolix narrative entries.

cliphalet Grover's seasons were marked by changing from wintér Lo
summer o1 and pulling up or Laking down ¢tl featers. winter oi: wasg ine
resuit of pressing 011 at or oeiow freezing temperatures, wniie summer o]
was pressed at higher temperatures. This process was supposed to provide
a thinner winter oil that would not congeal into 2 useless mirs i7 roZen.
Untortunately much of £he oif, DOTh summer and winier, often did congea,
leaving "settlings” whicn couid not oe burneg in the iantern.

Martlyn Ferris Motz writes of rural work diartes:

we 7ind Iin these rural folk diartes not the
struggie of the seif for differentiation from
rhe rest of the universe, out rather the attempt
of the individual to record the sequence of
even(s of ms or her fire, to piace nimseif or
nerseif in the rhythmic pattern of the natural
environment, to record the changing seasons

SMotz, “Folk Expressions of Time and Place,” p. 133



and different types of work that marx this
natural cycle.®

Grover's seasonal ritual of putting up oil heaters and burning winter oil in
NMovember or Decemper came full circle iniarch or April when e fook down
the heaters and returned to using summer oil.

Eliphalet Grover's life was also patterned by the sea. Storms and gales
caused shipwrecks periodically, but even ordinary tides repeatedly washed
away Grover's poat stip. His log records an endless struggle to maintain the
structure that was critical to fanaing a boat on Boon fsland. The winter of
1835 was particularly destructive; throughout February and March, "the Sea
Caried a way” huge sections of Grover's stip. Fifty, hen tweniy-Tive, Inen
twenty-iwo feel of the clin were wasped inlo the acean. Dy ACri, =aieet
more of the S1ip” haa been destroyed ang "ail Sut 4 giecses’ had o o8
replaced. Grover completed repairing the slip inJune. Throughout the Tog
there are patterns of werk, destruction and repalr, and seasonal changes

which marked the iife of Ziiphaiet Grover.

Grover's Log as g Biography

Sliphalet Grover's 1oq is not a perzonal or emofional diary, i 13 2 record
of work and a ledger of occasionai business. Vet wnen the routing of
orainary work was disturbed, Elipnaiet’'s entries change from mungane (o

fascinating, and in these rare entries we glimpse Eliphalet Grover the man.

IMntz. "Faik Exoressions of Time and Place.” p. i46.



Many facts about Srover's life are known from other extant documents, but,
nis 1og offers some Clues, however scant, to the personality of the man who
lived on Boon Island for twenty-one years.

Grover's entry of October 3, 1832 exemplifies one of the few narratives

within the otherwise terse loq.
Came from york in my Boat with a full
Load of provision in her and got with in
one mile of the isiand When She Srpung a
Leak and When | got on the island the Water
was over the thiwlarts and She a fiild and
turnd Over and | tost all my things...Stove
che Boat Veary ruch Sefore i Could get her up
ouc of thie Sea. « was Veary near Srsunging
my Seif Sut it 'Was At S0 [0 bes.
Grover's brush with death elicted no recarded self-axamination; ~ather nis
fatalism seems anchored to a belief in @ greater power. Wnile Nis 10g £2ars
no evidence of active raiigious praciice it mnICInIY JUdUesT3 NGt Grover

feit i< rate was nol atways withmin nis own controd.

The year before £liphalel Grover was dismissed from Econ 1siand,
young Celia Laignton {Thaxter], moved with her Tamily to the [sies of
Shoais. Her father, Thomas Laignfon, assumed the nost of hranthoyse «esper
on White !siand in 1838, and the poet-historian grew up learning £o tand a

lighthouse. Celia Thaxter's writings depict life on the Isles of Shoals, and



interspersed with ner descriptions of the peopie and their habits are
references to lighthouse keeping. Thaxter remembers the “oii-scnooner’
that brought supplies for the Tighthouse, and the inspector, who gravely
examined everything to see if all was in order."!® The oil contractors and
inspectors stopping at white isiand figured as prominently in the lives of
Thomas Laighton and Celia Thaxter as they did in the iife of Eliphalet
Grover. !

Celia Thaxter's writings may also shed light on Eliphalet Grover's family.
Whilte on a steamer bound to Bangor, Thaxier met a man who nad ¢grown up on
Boon fsland. According £o Thaxter, he 'ived on Eoon Isiang untii he was
fourteen or fifteen, when nig family moved g York, The man alco said that
as a boy he discoverad the bones of carpeniers who were arowned aftsr
“finishing some puilding.” The Dodies had been buried "in a cieft covered
with stones.'12 After a storm washed the rocks away and the remains
were found, they were taken 1o York for proper burial. Eiiphalet’s logentry
of April i1, 183G reads: "Emplovd Secuareing my Ziip and takeing up the
Bones of two people that ware Drownd heare When the {irst monument was

Erected heare £0 Send on Shoare 1o pul in the grave yard in york.” {log page

330

'0¢elia Thaxter, Among the Isles of Shoals, Heritage Books 1978 reprint of Boston: JR Osgood,
1873 edition. p. 134.

11Grover’s log notes that Charles W. Morgan of New Bedford was one of the contractors. The ship
charles w. Morgsn rests in the Mystic Seaport Museum in Mystic, CT.

'27haxter, Ameng the Isles of Sheals, 2. 149,




Thaxter was unable to identify the man on the steamer by name, but she

relates,

He spoke with bitterness of his life in
chat terrible solitude, and of 'loniiness which
had pursued him ever since.” All his relatives
were dead, except his wife. He ended by
anathematizing all islands, and, vanishing
into the darkness, was not to be found again.’ 5

ciiphalet Grover's will indicates that ne had three (surviving) sons:
Jeremian (b, 1802), Elinhaiet Jr (. 1814) ana Samuel, wnose pirthaate i

not recorgea ' The forlorn man in Thaxter's account may well have hesn

Tlimmalatio; g, + 2 o + Singy . Aty ot
Ciipnalet's youngest son, Samuel. Al the time fhe zones were avnumed o
[oardig) 1 - H T e TiminmTAat A T R S R S ~C
1039, veremian Wouid nave been 27 and Eiiphaiet ur. wouid nave Seen 25

Ty

years oid. Aithough 1t is possible that eliphalet Jr. was stifl iiving with fis

parents at that age, Grover's 10g suggests that Eliphatet .r. may have Hved

on the mainiand during his adolescence. "0Oct 19 Eliphalet to Bord With Mr.
Emeracn. Left with EA Emerson 510 1o pay for Eiiphalets Sord.” {Log page i.)
Grover does not specify the year, but the entry is among the first of the ioq,

and appears 10 be written in 1829, The Tirst and last pages, as well as
nages written upside down, seem to have been used fer miscellanecus

personal records. Noting money paid for £liphaiet Jr.'s noard on the

'3Thaxter , Amang the Isles of Shoals, p. 150.
14George Ernst, Geneology of the Grover Family, Geneology Files, Old York Historical Society,
York, Maine.



mainiand would seem logical in these entries. Grover also notes that
Eliphalet Comenced tradeing With Mr John Colcot.” (August 2, 1833; log
page 23.) Eliphalec Jr. was then 13, and Grover's entry suggests that his son
was venturing into business with John Colcot.

Thus if Eliphalet Jr. was not living on Boon Isiand, Samuei was probabtly
the man Celia Thaxter encountered. !t is easy to imagine a boy growing up
with only the company of his parents on a remote post like Beon island
feeting isolated and disparaging of isiand 1ife. 'S without the comraderie
of other children, like Ceiia Thaxter experienced on the isies of Shoais,
Samue! may well have been quite ionely. Samue!l sventually moved to
Sornervilie, Massachuserts, out his sentiments suggest that 1ife a3 4
tighthouse keeper's child was not always romantic or adveniurous.
Loneliness and isolation were often profound.

Both Eliphalet Grover and his son Samuel occupied some idle time with
wooaworking. Grover crafted a pine box veneered with mahegany, Cherry,
and maple while on Boon island. The box is ciaporately decorated with
human figures in military uniform and it s lined with newsnaner. He aiso
constructed a violin and an intricately carved cane, and Samug! is credifed

with a smaller violin.'® These objects are in the collection of the Oid York

1S 1f Samue! was indeed present when Eliphalet removed the benes from their rocky grave, and

he ived cn Boon [sland until he was 14 or 15, his birthdate would have been in 1824 or 1325.

This indicates that Susanna Grover bore her first surviving child in her early 20°s and her 'ast

surviving child in her mid 40°s. Given this span, she probably gave birth to other children who
died prior to the time Eliphalet wrote his will, or to deughters not menticned in the will.



Histerical Sceiety.

ciiphaiet Grover's iog does not detail activities like woodworking, but it
does offer insignt into the triais of fife as a lighthouse keeper on Boon
lslana. The sea constantly washed away man-made structures, and buiiding
was undertaken with implicit understanding that destruction was
inevitable. Eliphalet Grover’'s long tenure on Boon island is a testament fo
perserverance, and his iog providess a rare opportunity to examine the tife
of a lighthouse keeper through a genuine historical gocument,

The following completa transcription of Grover's log i= decigned £0 make
che story of Grover's iife on 2oon Isiand more accassible, and Lo encourags
TS use n furtner research. The actuai 10¢ 15 3 X 13 incnes ana its cover 3
made Of blocked wallpaper with a green ana white decorative pattern, dound
with string.

Spelling and punctuation (or lack thereof) have been maintained as in the
original. Where the log i3 iilegible or indecipneranie, orackets {j aencte any
speculation on tne content of the text or explapation of the text’s location
in the log. The original log contains 4€ pages and pagination is noted by a
HNe G ) between entries. Page numbers in the lower right refer
only to the transcription and are provided for reference. Phofoconies of two

original pages follow the transcription, and & photocopy of an inventory page

"6t aura Sprague, ed., Agreeaple Sttuations: Society, Commerce and Art in Southern Maine
1780-1830. Kennepunk, Maine: Northeastern University Press for the Srick Store Museum,
1987, p. 45.




is included within the transcription. A bibliography is appended to assist

with futher researcﬁ.

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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Sepremper 25 1817 Received my Boat in
portsmeuth From Mr Mark Green pd him for
her $98.64

Septemper 12th 1829 Received of the Superindender
200 Dollars towards the repares Don on Boonisiand
275 Due me

October 19 tliphaiet to Bord With Mr Emerson
one dotlar 25 Cents per weak pd o Mrs Emerson
S Doliars Due from Mr Emerson 2 Dollars for 1/2
Quintile Cod fish
Left with & A Emerson $10 to pay for Eliphaiets
gord

Mont Desert Light Litt august 1S 1830
whaies Back Light Litt 15 of September 1830
Marcn 31 1834 William Pickren Superindender
Rezind his office

[ back or First page has a chart that Is empty except ror documenting that

7 lamps were /i

January 1st 1828

7 Lamps in light house & 2 Spare ones

all want repare but 3

3 good inside purners

9 good outside Burners

7 Tin Qite 3isterns all want painting

5 Wood horses for Sisterns to 5et on

7 Olie neaters

i Oile feeqger

I Oile measure

I hand Lanton & Lamp

{ Lanton Canester

i Lamp Torch

2 Wick Braces

i pare of Cissors

b Dimnn

Lage |



81 Long Tupe giass
104 Short Tube giass

7 Grose wWicks
2 Buff Skins
25 * whiteing

t Lanton Stove without funnel

8 Lencess
7 Retfleciors

92 Gs Summer Oile 8 Gs out of the S2 fell Short

50 Gs winter Qile

45 Gs Bad Qile

& 3pare Wick thimbels

12 wick Sticks
I Coqgerer

January | 1828
5

12

"5
P
Z

Fepuary i6
26

Marcn

May 6 1828

7&38

I Tube qiass Broaken

| Tube glass Broaken

I Tube giass Broaken

part of the Sash of tne Lanton Rusted off
and Came Down

2et 2 panes of giass in the Lanton
Set | pane of glass in the Lanton

Set 3 panes of giass in the Lanon
painted the Lanton inside
Took down my heaters

] Tube glass Broaken
Empioyed Drilling holes and puting
a Strap on my Slip

Received a Copy of the Superindenders
Orders from the Comisioner
Ernployed painting the Lanton cutSide

Page

)

I~



June § 1828

Juiv 8 1828
9
30

August 24

September 14

ang painted the Spouts under the

Eves of the house ana Set | pane of

giass in the Lanton

I Tube glass Broaken tryd to measure

my Oile But found it So Chiid that i Could
not Du it

Clenzed out my Lamps and Drew of

my Oiie and found in tne Bottom of 2
Sisterns [ ///egib/é Settleings makeing an
[ 777eqib/d Settleings in ail

I Tube giass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter from
Portiand

I Tube glass Broaken

I Tupoe glass Broaken

oel 2 pane giass in the _anton
Received of Cornelius Grenneii [Sr!
tO1 gallens of winter Oiie

151 gallons of Sumer Oile

4 grose of Wicks

12 yds Cotton Cloth

2 Buff Skins

17# of Whiteing

Receipted for S New insige Burners
with Cases

2 New out Side Burners with Sockets
Soddering on two legs 10 Lamps

I pipe to Lamp

I fountain

! Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutier and fetcht

me a Smaii Keg of paini iG* Whiteing

i Smalt paint Brush 15 panes of glass
Sea Started my Siip Caried away 2 Braces



STove in ati the underpining o7 the monumen
[ 7he qay marker that precesass i Hanthousd
on the Southern Side Beet af 10 Corses of the

Ui margin

Octoper 22 1828

Novembper 18
24

December 30

January 1 1829

{in Margil 26

Febuary 7 1329
27

March & 1829

Shingeis and Some of the Zoaras up Set
my Water Sisterns Stove ail my platforms
to peices and hove Down my Wail The
heavyst Sea Since i Lived heare But

one

25 ook out 3 Gs for nouse
use out of the New Coniracr

Set 2 panes of 5iass in the Lanton

put up my heaters
i Tube glass Broaken

i Tube glass Zroaken

onnang 107 gs of Sumer Oil and
78 s of Winter 011 176 Tube glasses
7 Grose Wicks 2 Buff Skins Burnt
During the year 136 ¢gs Summer and
73 Gs of Winter Oil Broaken 11 Tube
Glasses 2 Buff Skins used 4 grose Wicks
gurnt
209 Gs [ Ditterent Peri
took 3 gs of winter O for house use
Qi1 9 galtons Short [ Zirrerent Per

Set | pane of glass in the Lanton
Lost the iower part of the 3iip

the Sea Racked my Siip ail te peices
the lower part gone and midie part
the Bolts Broken of and the upper
part Rotten and tumbled Down S50
that it ail wants to bee made New

2 Tube glass Broken

Page



30

Aprit ist 1829

May 19 1829
June 29th

} [/n Marginl 6
July 11th 1829

August

September 3 & 4

25

28

went fo nortiang

anew superintender of Lignts in Maine
Took Down my heaters

5et 3 panes of glass in the Lanton
painted the Lanton inside

Empioyed painting Lanton outSide

Begun to make the Repares on the
Buildings
took 3 gs of Sumer Oil for house use

Measured my Qi and it found the Sumer
Oil to fall Short © Gallons and Winter
011 Short 3 Gallons 14 1/2 Gs of Settlings

Receivd from the Contractor
77 Gallons of Winter Qil

177 gailons of Sumer Oil

I Burf Skin

14 yds Cotton Clothe

I pr of Sisers

4 grose Wicks

12# Whiteing

S oetters

7 Short Tube gfasses
Completed my Repares on the Siip
and Buildings

Nothing meteare]

Strong gaies from NW Took up

2 Boats with 2 men in each Boat

most Dead

Mr William Tetherly Died on Booenisiand
at 3 AMAE /8

Orders from the Superindenter to use
Such Tube glasses as | thougnt proper

Pace



Oetoner 7 1829 Came nere the Cutter from
POCTIaNd £o Inspect my Repares
and broght me a New Sute of 3ails
for my Boat
9 ~ measurd my Oi1 and found the Sumer
S gailons 3hort on hand 172 Gs Sumer
and 83 Gs of Winter Short 2 qaiions
31 at 9 PM all my famely was forst to go
to the Lighthouse and Stay until S
Next morning at our return fo the
house found all our Water gone and
all the platforms gone and ali my
Turnips & Capage Wasnt away and
my walls alt Down | have Been hear
13 vears 4 months & 28 Days and
Never See Such a time before the Sea
Wasnd the Smalil Rocks from under the
Lighthouse and Dweiling nouse the
fstand was ail under Water for 4 hours.

Novemper Sth 1829 at 7 AM See 4 Schooner Z mties
SE from the isiand with ner main
mast gone Sune after See another
Schooner take of the Crew Wind
NW Blowing fresh

6 Set 2 panes of Giass in ihe Lanton
24 put up my heaters
December 23 Set | pane of { giass in the Lanton
January 1st
1830 On hand 62 Gs of Winter Qi1 and
140 gs of Sumer Ol 181 tube glasses
[ Mumbers rewritter 8 Grose Wicks | Buff Skin Burnt

During the year 121 1/Z Galtons of
Sumer Qil and 86 Gs of Winter Ofl
for house use 4 Gs of Winter & 3 of Sumer
Gs
214 G5
L/n Margir Sumer Qi1 5 Gs
winter 3 Gs



Febuary 18

March 22 1830

[ /nra on o

scratehed oud
26

Aprit 10
22

-

6

N)

May 315t

June 16
17

July tst 1830

August 1 1830

Short Burnt for
house use 4 Gs of
winter & 3 Gs of Sumer

Set pane of Giass in the Lanton

Took Down my heaters

uncommon full Tides ana Strong gales
from the NE Racked the upper part of
the Stip and tore up ail the platforms

 Tupe glass Broaken
I Tube glass Broaken
Cienzed out my Lamps

Empioved Cleaning and O1ing my
Oil Sisterns

Set 2 panes of Giass in the Lanton
Employed Scrapeing and painting
my boat

Came neare the portsmouth Cufter

Came heare the portsmouth Cutter
my Boat got veary much injured
By Beeing Driven against thee Rocks
So that She Cant Bee repaird

| Tube giass Broaken

Continued to Next page

Receivd from the Contractors

118 Gs Sumer Cile

79 Gs Winter Oil

3 Grose Wicks

2 Buff Skins

16 yds Cotten Cloth

Came heare the porfsmouth Cutter and

Pdqe

~J



Ot NOT Landg

Came heare the portsmouth Cutier and

Landed and Came heare the noriiand

Cuttor With New Sashes for the Lanton

and Ordered me not to Light my Lights

16 Lit my Lignt again 11 Nignts the
Lignis Suspended | Should Consumed in
the time 4 1/2Z Gs of Ol

28 Empioyed painting my Lanton out Side

wn

Septemper 5 1830 Came hear the Cutter and Brognt
my Lanton top and took a way the Old Sashes
and Black Smiths Tules
went to york for the Spindie of my Vane
{4 vane was g plece o metal used ta nelp
venliiate the lantersi
P Came of again with the Spindie and Could
Due nothing with it
i Receivd a List of Riging from the
portsmouth Cutier for capson fali
in portsmouth harber

Gh

Octopber 20 1830 oet 4 panes of glass in the house Windows
Novemper 15 the Sea Broak one of the Brases of of the Sieps
24 I Tuoe giass Broaken
December ist 1830 put up my Qii heaters and Begun {o Burn
winter Ol

Anual Report Ending 31 Day of Decemper
1830 onhand 161 1/2 gallons of Sumer Qil and

214 58 galtons of Winter Oil ana 177 Tubes glasses
and 6 grose Wicks and 1 Buff Skin
Burnt Dureing yeare 126 1/2 galions of Summer
Qil and 83 gallons of Winter Oil
Burnt in all During year 209 1/2 Gs
Lights out 11 Nights in that time Should Burnt

Page 8



January 15 1831

Fepuary 7 1831
March 22nd & 23
Aprilt 1 1831

4
6

May 6 1831

Linmargid 7
7

22

4 1/2 Gs of 011 Burnt in Al 209 1/2 Gs

at Night ant in the 16 Day and Nignt the island
atl under water the most part of the time and
the Sea and Large Rocks that washt against
the S1ip has Rackd it to the Westward

Some parts of it 2 feef from the {5 until

the 17 as Dismel a time as | Ever had Since

{ have Been on Boonisiand

I Tube glass Broaken
Employd Reparing my Boat

Took Down my heaters and Began to Burn
Sumer Of]

| Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the nortsmouth Cutter with a fetter
for me from Esqr Chandier Dated November 15
1830

Concerning the Bad Oil on hand january st
1828

Continued Next Page

the Seas Broak one Brace from the S1ip

and Rackd it veary much

Came heare the Contractor to Build the
New Light house but couid not Land fer
the want of Boat

Comenced Superintending

Came here the Cutter form Portiand
Landed the meteareis for Building the
Light house

Came neare the portsmouth Cufter Bound
to portland

at 6 AM layed The Tirst Stone in the new
Lighthouse on Boonistand

Came heare the portsmouth Cutter

Came heare the portland Cutter and Brought
me a New Boat and 3 new oars and i (Gid one

Page 9
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[ Loose paper inserd

[ Logse paper inserd

July 24tn 1831
25

August 3
19

ana took a way my Uld Boat

I Tube glass Broaken

Landed the Lanton and ail the apperaters for
the New Light house

Came heare the portsmouth Cutter

Lit up my new Lighthouse Lamps
Compleated the New Lighthouse

Receivd of the Contrator

I'7# Whiteing 36 Long and 36 Short

Tube glasses

2 Oil Sisterns

S Grose Wicks

2 Buff Skins

30 yds Cotton Cloth

300 gs Sumer Oit and 136 Winter | Bad
Took a way 24 Gs of Bad Oil and Left none
in return

on nana wnen | Litt up the New Lignt
nouse 90 Gs of gocd Sumer Oil and 24 G
of Bad Oil wich the Contractor 1ook a way

Boonisiand July 22 1831
Receivd of Eiiphaiet Grover Keeper of Boon
island Light house the Oid Stand and all
the apperaters Belongin ther to

{ Srgned

Seward Merril]

Recd from Boon [siand Lignht House twenty
four galls of poor Sediment Oil
July 23rd 1831
[ Signed Jonathan Howland Jr

went of the Crew that Buiit the New
Light house
I Tube glass Broaken

I Tube giass Broaken
I Tube glass Broaken

Page 10



28

{/n margin

September S
[/n margi 15

October | 1831
7
10
19

AV
=
P

26

November 6th 1831
16
18
26
28
29
December | 1831
4

o)

Receivd from the Cutter 4 Window frames
and Sashes 0% putty

20 Squares of giass and 6 pr of hinges
portiand Cutter name Dector

I Tube giass Broaken

Red 6 Qfs of {under] Lamp Oil
Employd Reparing my Slip and
putting in new Window frames and
windows in the house

Boonisiand Set of 1o the Superintender of
Portsmouth NH Williams Pickren £Esqr Cotector
| Tube glass Broaken

| Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter from portsmouth to
Examon the State of things Selonging Lo
the United States

| Tube giass oroaken

| Tube glass Broaken

Receivd of William Pickren Superintender
of Light houses in New Hampshire

4 Squares of glass 6 pr of iron ninges and
2% of Nales

i Tupe giass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken

2 Tube glasses Broaken

put up my Oil heaters

2 Tube glasses Broaken

made a fier in fhe Lanten for the first time

I Tube giass Sroaken

Begun to Burn Winters 01l

3 Tube glasses Broaken By the Galr] of the
Vane [ 79e vane Is a poriion or the Venriiation
svstenm 1 ihe lantern Gar s 3 1isi wiin @
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1832
January 2nd
16
19
20

Febuary 10

May 2nd 1832

DOINEST jaw “RrNans wrover ineant inat e
Loinied end or the vang broke the fube glasses]

I Tube glass Broaken
I Tube glass Broaken
I Tube giass Broaken
the Cutter Weni past heare

I Tupe glass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter from portsmouth
the Cutter went past heare

Last anuai Report Ending 31 of

Decemper 1831 on hand 96 Gs winter

and 233 Gs of Sumer Qi1 224 Tube glasses
I Buff Skin 7 grose wicks

Burnt Dureing year 308 Gs of Oil

i Tube giass Broaken
I Tube glass Broaken
| Tube glass Broaken
| Tube glass Broaken
Came heare the Cutter from portsmouth

1 Tube glass Broaken
| Tube glass Broaken
! Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter

Came heare the Cutter

3 Tube glasses Broaken

Came heare the Cutter and Brognt me
two Bracess for my Lanton

Took Down my Oil heaters

I Tube glass Broaken

| Tube glass Broaken

l

Fade 12



10
13
19
29

June 1 i

2

12

832

July 9 1832

[
16
20

28
29

August 2nd 1832

J

I Tube giass Broaken
I Tube glass Broaken
1 Tube glass Broaken
Came heare the Cutter from portsmouth

the Sea Broak one of the Braces from
the Slip

Came heare the Cutter from portsmouth
Came heare the Cutter and took a way
my Lanton Stove to Bee Repared and one
Broaken Brace to Bee mended for

the Stip

Broak the iron of of the Boats Keetl

and Lost it By Strikeing against

the Rocks

| Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter and fetchi me a
Brace for my Siip

{ Page rioped

I Tube glass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter and Brought the
superintender to See me

Came heare the Cutter With Mr. waiker
| Tube glass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken
Empiloyed White washing the Dweiling nouse
in Side

I Tube glass Broaken

Receivd from the Contractors
148 Gs of Winter Qi

199 Gs of Sumer Oil

72 Long Tube Glasses

36 Short Tube Glasses

6 Grose Wicks

28 yds Cotton Cloth

Page 13



2 Buff Skins
20 * Whiteing

14& 15 Employd painting the Lanton inside and
Out
18 Came heare the Cutter
Septr 4th 1832 Employ painting the floers in the house
5> & 20 Came heare the Cutter With my Coal for
to use in the Lanton
.................................... { Page ripped
October 3 1832 at 7 PM Came from york in my

Boat With a full Load of provison in
her and got With in one mile of the isiand
When She Sprung a Leak and when | got
on the isiand the Water was over the tharts
and She a fiild and turnd Over and |
Lost all my things my main mast and
Main Sail Both Qars Spreats and thort
and my Compas
and Stove the Boat Veary much Before
| Could get her up out of the Sea | was
Veary near Drounding my Self But it
Was not So to bee
9 Came heare the Cutter to fetch me paints
and 2 Brushes to paint my Boat :
12 Receivd from William Pickren Superintender
I mast for my Boat 1 main 5ail 2 Oars and
2 Spreats and 2% of Nails By the hand of Capt

TN Shaw
November 3 1832 Came heare the Cutter
9 put up my heaters
22 I Tube glass Broaken
25 Came heare the Cutter
December 1st 1832 Made a fier in the Lanton for the first time

and Begun to Burn wWinter Oil



IS I Tube glass Broaken
Last Anual Report Ending 31 of
December 1832 on hand 213 Gs of Sumer Oil
and 102 Gs of Winter Oil and 9 Gs of Settleings
305 Tube glasses 9 Grose of Wicks and 1 Buff Skin
Burnt Dureing yeare 365 Gs of Oile in the
Lanton and 4 Gs of Winter & 3 GS of Sumer for house
use makeing in all 372 Gallons

Memorandom of all the Articals Belonging to the Light
house on Boonistand January 1 1833
213 Gallons of Sumer Oil
102 Gatlons of Winter Oil
9 Gallons of Settleings from Sumer O
12 Lamps in Lanon
2 Spare Lamps
i2 Reflectors
7 Tin Oil Sisterns
S Wooden horses for Sisterns to Stand on
12 0il heaters
2 Wick BolxJes
I Qit Caseses
I Qil feader
Lamp Torch
i hand Lanton and Lamp
I Lanton Canester
I pr of Sisers
I Dimon
305 Tube glasses
9 Grose of Wicks
I Buff Skin
12 Wick Sticks
] Codderer
15% of wWhiteing
| Sheat iron Stove
4 Squares of glass for the Lanton



January 7 1833

Febuary 1 1833
7

March 22 1833
23

April 2nd 1833
5
14
16
22
23

May 3 1833
6

June 4th 1833
[ £ntry Crossed oud 7

July 5 1833
16

August 1833

September 7 1833

Came heare the Cutter at 4 AM

i Tube glass Broaken
I Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter
1 Tube glass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken

Took Down my heaters

1 Tube glass Broaken

Went on Shoare for iron to Secuar my
Stip

Came from york with iron to Secuare
my Slip

Employd trying to Secuare the Siip

Empioyd on the Siip 4 finist the Siip
Came heare the Cutter from porismouth

the Cutter went past to the Eastward
the Cutter went past to the Westward

Came heare the Cutter from porismouth
Came hear the Cutter and Broght
Mr waiker to inspect the Buildings

from the 4 until the 10 my Self and
one hand Employd White washing the
Buildings on Boonisiand

Came heare the Cutter

Came heare the Cutfer

()]



{/n margin

L /7 marqgin

20 & 21
25

October 7th 1833

9

17

November 11 1833

Receivd from the Contractors

286 Gs Sumer 0il

181 Gs Winter

IS # Whiteing

2 Buff Skins

30 yds Cotton Cloth

4131 Gallons

of Oil for

18 years

Supply

Came heare the Cutter and Brought
me my Coal for Winter and one keg of
white Lead 1 paint Brush and i paper
of Lamp Black and a {jug] of paint

o1l

45 Bushels

for 50 of

Coal

Employd painting the Lanton out Side and in
Came heare the Cutter and Broght me a
Stove for my Lanton

Came heare the Cutter Bound to
portiand

put up my New Lanton Stove and
Clenzed out my Lamps

I Tube glass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken

at 1/2 past 7 AM a [mofereldite Brig [ Aravably
areference to a Hermavhrodite Brig
Caried a way her foretopmast

Jor 4miles S West from the

island Wind West a moderate Breeze
I Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter from
portsmouth
Bound to portiand



) i Tube glass Broaken

20 put up my neaters and made a fier
t Tube glass Broaken
24 ! Tube glass Broaken

——

December 6 183 Came hear the Cutter from

portsmouth
10 I Tube glass Broaken
28 | Tube glass Broaken

Last Anuat Report Ending December 31 1833
on hand 138 Gs of Winter Oil and 262 Gs of
sumer Oil and 192 Tube glasses and 5 Groce
of Wicks | Buff Skin Burnt Dureing year
234 Gs of Sumer Oil and {41 Gs of Winter Oil
4 Grose of Wicks Consumd and |3 Tube glasses Broaken
2 Buff Skins and
2345
14l W
Burnt Dureing 375 63 this year 1333

January 1834 3 at 1/2 past 2 PM the Cutter
past by
S! Came heare the Cutter
18 I Tube glass Broaken
26 I Tube glass Broaken
Fepuary 13 1834 Came heare the Cutter
IS, | Tupe glass Broaken
17 I Tube glass Broaken
March 16 1834 went past the Cutter
19 measurd my winter Oif ana founa it
to fall Short 7 gallons
20 | Tube glass Broaken
Clenzed out my Lamps in the Lanton
{/n marqiri Burnt Dureing Winter 3 Gs of Winter Oil

for house use Short 7 Gs

Hage



ARM 4in 1834
/
3
{2

May 7 1834

9

2 —
[N

June 4 1834

14& 16

D

5

July 141834

o

16
29

{/n margird

August 10 1834

i2

Septr 4

Came neare the Cytter

LOOK LOWN My Stove and heaters
I Tupe giass croaken

went past the Cutter

I Tube glass Broaken

I Tupe giass Broaken

Came neare the Cutter and Brougnt
me Some green paint {o paint

my Boat and Rigen for Capson

fail

| Tube glass Broaken

Employd White wasning painting One
Rume in the house

Empioyd Cleaning and painting

my Boat

Came neare the Cutter

on nand 156 63 of Sumer Gt and 10 /2
Gailons of Settlemg irom my Sumer
Oil

Receivd of the Centracior

145 Gs of Winter Oil

203 Gs of Sumer Oil

34 Tupe glasses

4.6rose of Wicks

26 yds of Cotton Cioth

2 Bufrf Skins

Came heare the Cutter

Came neare the Superintenger and
stopt 5 or 8 minutes

Capt howlen gave me the 10 Gallons
of Settieings to put on my 5iip

1 Tube glass Broaken
| Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter Bound to
portiand



o

October 6 1834
15
16
28 29 & 30

November 2 1834
5

0

=
-

20

December 5 1834
Linmargin 14

17

27

Broak one of my Boats Oars a Lanaing
Came neare the Cutter and Brognt
my Clojal for winter ana the
Superintender Came 1o See me

Came heare the Cutter and

Brognt me paint to paint my

Water Sisterns

I Tube glass Broaken

Came hear the Cutter and Broght

me hoops o hoop my water Sisterns
I Tube glass Broaken

Employd hooping and painting my
water Sisterns

I Tube glass 8roaken

Came heare the Cutter Sound to
portland

i Tube glass Broaken

put up My neaters anion fuii of
frost ail Day

t Tube giass Broaken

Went past the Cutter
made the first fier in the Lanfon
i Tube glass Broaken
{ Tube glass Broaken

My Last Anual Report January i 1835

on nand 118 Gs of Winter Oil and 220 Gs of Sumer
01l and 89 Tube Giasses © Grose of Wicks i 1/2 Buff
Skins Burnt Dureing year 390 Gs of Oii

I8 Tube giasses Broaken 4 Grose of Wicks Burnt and

Z Buff Skins used
January 7 1835

3
i<

at Nignt the Sea Broak a way

S0 feet of my Siip on the west 3ide
I Tube giass Broaken

i Tupe giass Broaken

PHRge 20



Fapuary

L/n margi 5

8

..................................................

21

{/n margird April 22

LdiTie fieare the cutier

I Tube giass Broaken

at Nignt the Sea Caried a way 25 feet

of my Siip on the East Side

Came heare the Cutter the Capt

Lost his hat and like to lost him

Seif a ianding

Capt Shaw Broght me a hhd of Beef and

a hiha of pork No askf for :

the Sea Caried a way 25 feet of my 3lip on
the East Side

I Tupe glass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken

| Tube glass Broaken

the Sea Caried a way 22 feet more of my
Stip on the West Side

went past the Cutrer

i fube gqlass Broaken

i Tupe glass Broaken

! Tube glass Broaken and the Sea started

44 feet more of the Siip on the west Side
the Started all the Siip So that it must aii
Come up But 4 piecses

Came hear the Cutter But Did not Land
Receivd from the Cutter i Keg of White iead
and grean paint to paint my Boat

Took Down my heaters

Cleanzed out my Lamps

Receivd from the Cutter jug of paint

Oil and fore Saite for my Boat

i Tube glass Broaken

Agread with Daniel P Drown Superintender

to Repare the Slip and platform
S 172 = Oroen paint to paint

my Boat ana not anof for one Coat

Page 2!



May 4 1835

3

20

June 7 1835

L in margin
July | 1835

5

789&10

i4

Lorupe glass oroaken Came of with

- iron to Repare my 3iip

Came of with Timber ana ail the
meteriais to Repair my Slip and
Couid not Lana it

Landed with the Mateareis to Repare my Sii

Came neare the Cutter with new
Orger 1o Keep me at home

went past heare a Top 5ail Schooner
With a Rack in to for porismouth

Came heare the Cutter Bound to portiand
Compieated my Siip ptatform and

Boat house

Employd painting My Lanton & Boat

[ Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Superintender io
fnspect my work

Consumnd 3 Qs 1 pint pr dignt

reasurd my fountains ana founa them

to hold 1 Quart and ! [gill] & a haif Each
Came heare the Cutter Bound {o portiand
Employd Whitewashing the Buildings
Compieated my wWhitewashing

i 3 Days Empioyd Whiiewashing ail the
Buildings on Boonisiana

Continued to Next Leat

Receivd of the Coniractors
145 Gs of Winter Ol
278 Gs of Sumer 011
27 Tupe glasses
4 Grose Wicks
31 yas Cotton Cloth
2 Buff SKins
15%* Whiteing
on hand 103 Gs of Sumer Oil
13 Gs of Winter Oil

)

29
$e

o

D

~J
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Lin margi on hanag 15 Gs of Setiiengs
that Capt Howien
gave to me for my Siip

August 10 Came neare the Cutter

4 Schooner Growler of Newbury got on
the NW Leag and Beet over and fild
nearly fuil of wWater and i got part
of her mackrei on the istand and
the rest on Board a mackrel vesseli
and then i got 2 Vessels to take
her in to and Went with her to Cape
Nedeck

21 Came heare the Cutter and Capt.
Shaw offer to keep the Light for
Four Hundred Dollars

i Tupe giass Broaken

i Type giass Broaken

Came neare the Curter oound to
portiang

Recelva 47 1/2 Busneis Char Coal ror
the use of Boonisiana Lignt house By
Capt Tuckerman

28 I Tuoe qlass Broaken

mon D

(\]
(9N

LOn reverse siae of 135t pages/yos 1ae dowrl

April 1830 Shingled fhe TrontRurf of my nouse
September 1831 made new picket jence Between me ana
Prepie

Octopber st 1831 Set of fo New Hampshire

May 18 1832 Wife and Child went on Shoare and My uncie
Andrew Grover Came {0 See me

May 22 1832 Bougnt a Lot of Land of joseph young
August 2nd 1833 Eliphalet Comenced tradeing
with Mr John Colcot With four hundred Dollars
April i8th 1834 Built a New Seeder post

fence Round my Lot of Land in York

]
=X
oD

Y
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WIGOW Susanna Goodwin 10 Board with

Mr organ Trartor Mav 3 1834 [ar]

276 or week

October 1838 painted the Ruff of my house

{ Next page /s rightsiae ug

October 3 1835 Tube glass Broaken
T

!
i

25 ube glass Broaken
November 5 1835 Came heare the Cutter Bound to
Portland
10 I Tupe glass Broaken
13 put up my heater and Long Tube
Giasses
December {0 {835 I Tube glass Broaken
22 Came heare the Cutter
24 I Tupe giass oroaken

Anual Report Ending 31 of December 1833

on hand 266 Gs of Sumer Ofl 113 6s of Winter Oii
292 Tube glasses 6 Grose Wicks 1 1/2 Buff Skin
Consumd Dureing yeare 217 Gs of Sumer Oil and
153 Gs of Winter Oil Broak 20 Tube glasses and
used < Grose of Wicks and 2 Buff Skins

217 S Ofi
153 WOil
Consumd 370 Gs the Last year Ending 1633

January 1836 2nd | Tube glass Broaken
16 Came heare the Cutter for my papers
Febuary 10 i Tube giass Sroaken

Page

24



March 4 1336 Came heare the Cutier Sound Lo Portiand
Jids) i Tube giass croaken
Aoril B 1836 Clenzed out my Lamps
my Sumer Oil is So Bad that | Cannot
Burn it
20 took Down my heaters
21 Employd Cailkiing and graivleing my Boat
May 12 1836 Came heare the Cutter Bound to portiand
25 | Tube giass Broaken
June 2nd 1836 Came heare the Superindender and

Brought me paints and meteareis to
Repare and paint my Boat
6&7 tmployd Cleaning and painting my Boat
Empiova painting my Lanton
Came neare the Cutter
f Tube giass Broaken

NGl

8 1836 Came neare ihe Cuiier
i9 i Tupe 0iass Broaxken

August 2nd 1836 Came neare the Cutter after pirats
& Came nome 1n the Cutier from portsmoutn
Bound {0 portlang and Sent Z Braceses gy
her 1.0 Bee menaeq
27 Came neare the Cutter with my graceses

August 15 1836

recetveq from the Contractors

152 Gs of Winter Qi

219 G5s of Sumer Oil

IS Long Tupe giasses

3 Grose of Wicks 505 Gs on hand
29 3/4 Cotton Cloth August 15 1836
2 Burf SKins

on hand 134 Gs of Sumer Oil

Rage

o

()



21 Gs of Settleings to Bee taken out of the 505 Gs

Septembper 2 1836
9
10

20

October 1836 20
28

November 3 1836

—_

/

December 8 1836
15
19

21
484 Gs

Came heare the Superiniender

Receivd 70 Busheis of Charcole

| Tube giass Broaken 120 Tild my Lamps
ever three Nights

Recetva from the Superiniender a Copper

Stove funnet for my Lanton Stove

1 Tube qlass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter and Steam doat
With a Water Sisteren for me

at 1/2 past 2 Al ine steam doat Came on
=hoare and siigeq

Received i Cask of water from ine Cutier
and 4 Bbis from the Superiniender Sent
By Capt Fails

! Tube glass Broaken

Came heare a Schoonar with Coie
and meteareis for a house over the
Wwater tank

Came peare the Cutter with a mason
Came heare the Cutter and took of
the joiners and Mason

put up my heaters and Long Tube
Glasses

Came heare the Cutter from Porfland

I Tube gtass Broaken

I Tube glass Broaken

See a vessels mast a Bove water out
Side york Ledge



Last anuai Report Ending 31 of Decemper

1836 on nand 247 Gs of Sumer Oil and {07 Gs
of Winter Q11 296 Tube glasses S Groce of
Wicks and | Buff Skin Broaken and Con

Sumd Dureing year 11 Tube glasses 4 Grose

of Wicks and 2 Buff Skins Burnt Dureing

yeare 217 Gs of Sumer Ol and 153 Gs of Winter
Oil makeing in ail 370 Gs of Oil

January 21 1837 the Wind took of part of Rufe of the

Monement and Caried if in fo the Sea

24

29

Febuary 2 1837

Maren

Tank frozen Cver
the Cutter went past heare

the Cutter went past But never Catld
| Tube glass Broaken

i Tube glass Broaken
went in fo Yori

Came heare the Cutter

7 at 1/2 past 3 PM tne Schoonar 5oston of
Boston 3truck on the NW Leadge and
got of again at G PM

t1 the Cutter past Close By

] Took Down my featers and nut up 2hort,
Tupe glasses

i6 | Tube giass croaken

23 { Tube glass Broaxen

24 Clenzed out my Lamps ana put up

my heaters and fong Tune glasses agan

Took Cown my heater ang nui up
Short Tupbe glasses

May 20 1837

23 I Tube giass Broaken

27 Came neare the Cutter Bound o
Portiand

28 | Tube glass Broaken



June 1 1837 Prune (1ass groaken
.................................................. L Page rioped
July 11 1837 Came heare the Cutier With four men

o Repare the Buildings
receivd 3 Gs of paint Oii

U/n margi Suly 11 Comenced Reparing the Building
and Went of August 2 1837
15 Came heare the Cutter with-the

Superintender Bui he would not
Come on Shoare

21 Came heare the Cutfer and took
of the joiners
25 I Tupe giass Broaken
27 Came heare the Cutier and left 3 men

£o finisn the Repares on the duildens

suly 131837 Recewva frem the Contractors
184 5s of winter Gii ang
23G9 Gs of Sumer Oil
30 Tube Glasses
3 Groses of Wicks
30 yds of Cloth
2 Buff Skins
i0* of Whiteing

August 2nd 1837 Came neare the Cutter and took
of the joiners and painiers
8 Came heare the Cutter with the

inspecter to inspect my Conduct
Careings on

17 Received my Coie for wWinter
i9 I Tube giass Broaken
Seotembper 6 Came heare the Cutter and Brought me
3 cask of Water
20 Cienzed out my Lamps

Page

28



o I Tude glass Broacen

Octoper 10 1837 Came heare the Portland Cutter
22 Came neare the painter to paint the
Rufe of the house
25 I Tube glass Broaken
November 6 1837 Came heare a Boat and took a way the
painter
8 put up my heaters and Long Tube glasses
12 I Tube glass Broaken
December 6 1837 Receivd your letter of 22 of November
and pd one Doilar and fifty cents for fetch
ing it of
io Came heare the Portiand Cutter Withe
New Orders to me
20 i Tupe giass Breaken

Anual Report cnaing 31 of Decemoper 1837
on hand 277 Gs of Sumer Oil and 109 Gs of
winter Ofi ana 516 Tube glasses and 4 Gr

of Wicks and 1 Buff Skin

¢

gurnt Dureing year 217 Gs of Sumer

Ofl and 152 Gs of Winter Oil S3W
Broken and Consumd 4 Grose of Wicks 370
2 Buff 5xins and Broak 13 Tupbe glasses

on nana 9 Gs of Setieings from Sumer Ol

and 6 65 from winter Oil used for nouse

use and going into Lanton 7 Gs of Oil

January 1 1838 Set of to the State of maine
on nand 277 Gs of good Sumer Ot
109 Gs of good Winter Oif and 91 Tupe
Glasses good
9 Gs of Setleings from Sumer Ofl



6 Do from Winter 011 4 Grose “Mcks
P Burf Skin 15% of whiteing

i0 vds of Cotton Cloth

225 Tube glasses Not good

[inventory page Is photacopied on the rallawing page
LOn pack or Inventory pagd April S 1838 Went in to york with

January 7 1838
20

25
Linmargind 29

March 4 1838
1415& 16
21

Aprii S 1838
Uinmargid 9 & 10

2
[

25
2627 & 28
29

28

Mr Prepie
IS Came from york with Mr. Trarton

| Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter from Poriland
But Could not Land

I Tube glass Broaken

first fier in the Lanton

I Tube glass Broakan
i Tube glass Broaken
Came neare the Cutter from Pertiang

i Tube glass oroaken
Employa Reparing my Boart
I Tube glass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter

1o Kennebunk Tor destroying a duye
Belonging to the United States
Examend Before Jonn Anderson £sar
for mis Conduct and Destroying a Buye
Beionging te the Unitea States
painted my Lanton in Side

in to York for iren and Timper for

the house and Stip on Boonisiand

of a gain

Employd Secuaring my 3iip

Took Down my heaters and put up
Short Tube glasses

at 9 PM Came heare the Cutter and
Brought me paint & Oil fo paint my Boat

Aage

30
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May 11 & 12 1838
13
14& 15

16 17%18

June 12 1838
14
15

8
18

20

21

Linmargid 21

22

25

(SN )
O~

and {Coiil of Rigeng for Capson fali
from the Superintender John Angerson £sq

Employd painting my Lanton out Sige

I Tube giass Broaken

empioyd Cleaning and painting my Boat
Employd makeing Doar frames for the
Dweiling nouse and O1d Lignht house

Came heare the Cutter and took me

to [carer] her in to York

Heceivd from the Superintender a Number
of Blanks

Came from york in the Cutter and She
went home to portiand

painted the {Dar] posts

Employd Whitewashing the Rumes

in the nouse

painteqg the floer in the nouse

LOST one Sistern of sumer O

all teaxkd out 0% 63

Lost 69 Gs of Sumer Oif By the Sistern
Leaking Leaving me But 150 63
Employd Clenzeing my Q11

Sisterns and Oiting them in Stead

of paint

Employd painting my Oil Buts By the
Order of the Superintender

At 4 PM See a Brigs Topmast go over the
Larboard Side in a Squai 3 or 4 miles SSE from
the isiand 7 painteg ports on a Side

hove all the water 2 way out of the Tank
it Stunk So that we Couid Du nothing with
it for the want of Beeing paid over i

Side with Bees Wax

Employd Caiking and graveing my goat
Came nheare the Oii Vessei But Could not
Lang my Otl



August 1st 1838

8th

O

13

Septemper 6 1838

17
[ /n margin 29

ReCeived o e Coniraciers
iS5 Galls of winter 0il

230 Do of Summer Oit

24 Tube Glasses

4 Gross wWicks

32 Yds Cloth

2 Buff Skins

fn to York after materels to Point & wWhite
wash the Light-House

3 hands Employd Pointing the Light-House
Came heare the Superintender from
portiand

3 hand Employd pointing the Lighthouse
Received 2 Galions of yallow paint and 7
panes of Giass and 30 of Beeswax

and 1 paint Brush from tne Cusiom nouse
Boat from Portland Sent me By the
superintanger

3 Nanas EMoioyd 0ointing tne Lignthouse
my Seif cmoioya waxing my Tank

3 hanas cmpioyd pointing ang white
washing the Buildings

3 hands £moioyd pointing and white
washing

Caried the mason on Shoare and Jot

I Cask of Lime to finish whitewasning

i Tupe giass Broaken

Sent my goat Lo york for my winter Coie
with 2 men in her and the Wind and Sea
was So Ruf that they Could not Return
until the 15 and Landing Stove my Boat

all to peiceses and Lost 46 Bushels of
Cole ana Came near Lusein Both my rmen in
the Boat

I Tube glass Broaken

Receivad a New Boat from John Anderson
Esqr Superintender of Lights in the State



September 29 1838

October 6 1838
27

b d

3t

Novembper {0
24

Decemper

of Mamne

Receiwva a New Boat from ~ohn Angerson
Esqr Superintender of Light houses in the
State of Maine Without Cabie or anchor
or mast hoies or Steps

I Tube giass Broaken

I Tuoe giass Broaken

Got of my Cote for winter and Landed it
Safe

DUL Up My neaters
in the Lanton

ang made 2 fier

I Tube giass Broaken
I Tube glass Broaken
un to Burn Winter O1

Loe d jass Broaken

ol e

Res
|
 Tupe glass oroaxken

N

g
Tt
~

Anual Report tnding Decemper 31 1838
on hand 243 Gs of Sumer Oif ang 109 3 of
winter Oil ang 326 Tupe glasses 4 Grose of

Wicks and | guff Skin

Burnt Dureing the yeare 215 Gs of

Sumer Oit ana 150 Gs of Winter Oii
Broaken and Consumd i4 Tube glasses and
4 Grose of Wicks 2 Buff 5xins

January 3 1839
9
10
16

i Tube giass Broaken

Came heare the Cutter Boat
i Tube giass Broaken

2 Tube giasses Broaken

Page
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LA SOL7 TP NGNS D8 A00RANS 0 8 ) 3 IETRrsnn Aandwriting
ETIONAIET Grover diid ot use days of ihe week, nor 31 He /70f/77e7/{.£f
Capitalize the word "house " it is passiofe that crover gictated the
eNniric ror somecne efse La record: the style 7s consistent with crover's
ather entries]

January 26th Saturaay Strong Gaies from the South
cast Sea making very fast. Sunday
morning left the House and went into the
Light-House See carried away all my
Flat Forms and Riped the 5hingles of of
the Monument & Perche of the House
unhung the Porch Doors and came in to the
Dwelling House the Sea washed away the
Rocks before the Door So as to make a
fair Breach on the House Sea went into
the Liaht House Door proke the latch and
like 10 have destroyed my Oil | have peen
here 23 Winters and never See Such 2
rime oerore Damage Done Cannot be
repaired short of one nunared Dollars,- at
5 PM Tige Down 30 we could venture out

LLog returns (o crover's nand

January 28 But the Rocks nas aimoest Shut us up
in the nouse they are heid up Round the
Doar 5o the Sea has wasnt the Luce
Rock away So as to make a fair Breach
a gainst the front of the house and if
there aint a wail maae in front of the
house it will not Bee Safe to Stay heare

29 & 30 Empioyd Clearing a pasage from the Doar

to the Lighthouse and monument
The Sea Stove my Water Sistern at the
Corner of the house

Febuary 1 1839 in tryeing to get the Boat of to go on

Page 34
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N
O

Lin margin

April 9 1839

10

9
26

S0ual 302K TNe TON QN ner <eey in fnree
peiceses

found one Brace that was Seet of of ihe
Stip

I Tube glass Broaken

Received my Boats anchor and Rode { (7Aa/m and
rope ror an chon that was ieft at the
Customs house at Portsmouth

Came neare the Cutter irom portiand
Empioyd Secureing the Stip

at 5 PM a Ship about 6 miles SE from the
istand her fore mast gone and N imaintop
mast under her mizenton Sail and Square
matn Sait ana gibb

41# of Rigeing for Roge
for my Boal and anchor 18 3/4 *
$11.79

I Tuoe giass Broawen

i Tupe giass Broaken

Empiovd ror Severai Days rRepareing tne
piatforms

Employd Repareing the Shingles that

the Sea Beet of of the Wood house
Employd Repareing the Shingies on the
porch | Tube glass Broaken

Took Down my heaters ana Empioyd
Secuareing my Siip and takeing up

the Bones of two peopie that ware
Drownd heare when the first monument
was trected heare £0 Send on Shoare 1o
put in the grave yard in vork

Boght | Keqg of White Lead and 2 Bundles
of Shingies and 8% of Natles for the
Repares of the Buildings

| Tube glass Broaken

painted and Whitewasnt the New Shingles
that | put on Where the Sea wasnt them of



Lin margin H2M01 Shingies To Repare the
Buildings 1.75

LFour pages have been cut out of the Jog, on the next page there is a short
entry upsiae qown for Sept. 2/ /1837

September 21 1837 Receivd from Capt Thomas Clark a qun
price $21.30

[ 7he next page is alse written upsiae dqowrl
Do Capt John Thompson to £ Grover

for the Crop of Hay 1831 52.00
To one thousand Shingles $3.25
$5..25
may 1833 to i Bushel of meal 75
Contra {Pd] 6.00
70 Load of Slaps 5100
To i hammer 33

Qctoper iB831i
Do foseph P Junkin for Copper $0 75

Boonisland vanuary 19 1832
Jo 1o Capt 7 Shaw of the Reveny Cutter
for 206% of [Ships] Bread {rd]

Octoner 1st 1832 Elipnaiet wWent 1o Mr Pijiows 1n
portsmouth

November 25th 1832
Do Capt Thomas M Shaw
To 1 Quintiie of pollack at $2.50

January 7 1833 [ ///eqib/d Quintile Cod

At SAS0 e, $2.25
3475

(o]
h

Baqe



L/3SC page 15 rignt s/oe

Dwelling house on Boonisiana

54 feet Long ana 17 feet wiae

Lighthouse 27 feet hige

Diameter at the Base 18 feet at the top 10 feef
Lanton 7 feet hige Diameter 6 feet

Contractors

Charies W Morgan

Samuei Roaman junior

Edward Merrill all of New Beaford

31 Dollars & 98 Cents for Each Lamp

Last Contract $25.96

Contract for five vears from the 8th Day of
January 1833

R

AUQUST 22 Came heare my uncie andrew

Auaust 10 1335 agreaq witn Dantel 8rooxs [0 aKe 3 paper
WIth Mim ang pd my part 'n aavance one goiiar

June 19 dncie Andrew went from me

May 10 183G Turnd of of Boonisiandg arter

Serving as Lignthouse Keeper 22 years and

10 months and 20 Days without Cause

oy}
(]

Lwritten on the side or paqge. beltween entried

Novembper 22 1841

TooK Charge of

whales Back Light
house as Keeper after
Beeing Turnd from Boon
Isiang 2 years 6 months
and 12 Days

Page

~J



................................................

Lon tack cover pagd

October 28 1828

Richard Adams into my house
Aprit 14 out of my house

58 /2 months $8..25 Cts

Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenacum, Portsmouth, N%ge 38
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