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it credible. In tnis afrfair ae lost nis Brother Lieut.

James Decatur, who Commanded a boat of his brother's

division he was shot througn the head with a Tundebuss

in tne Act of boarding a boat - one boat more was brought

out by a bLieut Tripp wno received 11 dangerous wounds in
poarding (He's recovered of them). the Capt of this boatb
died in tne most deroic sianner. Although cutb all to
pieces by ‘the igsailants swords he continued to £igatb;
rieut TripPp, who encounter‘d nim, was almost f£alling with

weakness from tne 1l0SsS of Blood; when one of his sailors

run him through with a Boarding ike. He died brandishing

his sword & exnorting his men %O revenge the death of : SEBRBRRR R
their Ccommander. he gontest was 1ong, 20 ‘furks lay wel-

tering 1in their GoTe, before they surrendered 1O the

smericansS. put of 170 men, which man'd tne Boats, 50

only were captured alive. ihe aay following We prought

s, sent® ner in with 25 wounded Turks;

they were pas’® recovery- pne nex’ Action ‘Qhe poat I was

in Oommandéd’. by Lieutb. calawell, was Blown up-. The
lieut., with 2 nidshipman and 14 med. out of 2_4’ werse

kill'd L astonis‘aing to relate, & 6 men escaped. 4 of
j11'd. , ' .
ced 2 condition that thelT 1ives, ab

1t was my conduc® on this oOcC~

the men in so woun

first, were gespair'd of.

i ne time the
ny promotion: 1, ab ®he

. 1 % rot M€
casion that & 4. taking gight at the Gun; though

as forwal o
en aft, assisting in binding

shot struck, ¥
not minuté pefoT | '

a g red hob shot, she 1n‘s‘tant1y
up the wounded.

Courtes g |
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exploded; ‘ 11
Xp d; I went up some distance in the air, & lighted

by the Gu in
y 0 again; the only part remaining was that on which

the svun stood. L found by my side, one man only. Around

me lay arms, legs & trunks of 3odies, in the most mutilated

state; though a little confused & bewilder'd by things
fumbling on oy head & by the prospect of death before me;
for L cannot swim, I haG presence of mind sufficient to
know my duty, and not to quitdt w‘nile there was a part re-
maining. I fired tane Guan, & loaded her again. When sne
went down from under me 1 gave a cheer and went down -
came up again; when 1L wWasS taken up by one of the other

Gun boats - L cannot describe my sensations, on this

melancholy vecasion - 1 felt as though 1 wish'd to die,

Ccoanse [ should die moply - Fhis sccllent will distress

ny Father much, &s Y. (aldwell he look'd on as & 301,

& loved him equally &S well as ne joes me; in fact [ never

knew so pure, and SO strong a friendship ©O subsist be-
& n any twb men de certainly was the most honoura?le
wee . ,

Coa of an,
little fellow L ever knew, & BOS most respectod v

. , . _
- iy PatheT in a letter from Wash

young man in the hNavy

Modern Frien ir law ‘ ndge from this
he w 29

language how fond

t & pnighly

e

0 peri s
£ great . cnout arms, OT legs; his face SO
n, Wt '

: 5 oW
after he came 90 .
ot aiscrimin

I gould 1

ate a feature =< by

mitilated thab t dead although

pim; he was no
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to have paint i o
ed his trai i '
O . Portrait inp the picture of the "Signing
£ the Declaratio of 1 v known
ion f-LndePendence” at New [aven, is. 0
t0 be in eXistence. ’

You will fing him on the left in the

Eicture - numb _— . ,
. er two. Lhe picture gt New Haven is the

original - the One in the Capitol gt

Washington, a copy.

ms . .
the funeral bln, or locket, made at the time of E

his death, is paintedq in sepia with his hair and thet of

nis mother. It has on it the initials of our uncls Dr.

© Brackett and our Aunt neanah (Whipple) Brackett. I came
into possession of this Pin through an antique dealer in
Boston who sent it down to Fortsmouth to me "on Approval,"

~saying that "The owner would prefer to sell it to a memver

€
IRV HEE ot rtt 1N

&éwéhe fémil&." I bought it for an unreasonably large
" sum.

Qur Brackett uncle and sunt had no children and
after living in Greenland, bLr. Brackett bought a house on

Islington Street. He was &an eminent physician in Forts-

judge of the maritime

b3

mouth and dufing,the rRevolution was

“court of New Hampshire.









