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As full and as varied as the history of old Ports-
mouth is, still it 1is probebly as = ship-building center
that she excited her greatest influence on the nation's
career. If one should refer to each of Americe's most
critical periods of conflict, he would find that the ship-
yards of Portsmouth have been greatiy relied upon to supply
the navy with Qessels of sturdy quality, and that men of
uncuestionable talent have been drawn from her ranks. Nor
has it been alone in the nevy that this port hes done her
part, for she has created ships and plans for some of the
most famous of American merchant craft. At one time or
another, Portsmouth-bullt ships have pried into every im-
portant seaport on the globe, and have brought wealth,
prosperity and fame to her owners wherever and whoever
they may &e have beev.

It 1s the purpose of this paper to collect to-
gether some of the outstanding features of Portsmouth's
maritime history from the middle of the eighteenth cent-
ury to 1ts close, and to try to bring to light the causes
which have exerted their influence in bringing this New
England seaport to her much revered position in the build-
Ing of ships.

First, let us familiarize ourselves with a brief
Plcture of Portsmouth's early history, for only by so
doing can €§% fully eporeclate the depth and charsascter of

her later achievements.



The first settlers of New Hampshire were a few ad-

venturers and merchants. They were not men who could bte
distinguished for thelr literary or rellglous characters,
and they did not come to New England shores &s Pilgrims.
However, they were like them, for they were a bold and
hardy few, forsaking thelr English homes in quest of bet-
ter fortunes in a new world. They opened & path across
the ocean and selected the wildest solitudes of nature as
the scene for theilr experiment. The energy they dilsplay-
ed, their courage, perseverance and fortlitude made them
the terror of the Indiars, the bullders of a nation, and
fitted them for the struggles of freedom ageinst oppres-
sion. Just who were these men who took up their settle-
ments at the mouth of the Plscatagqua River? Though his-
torians ere cérta;n that European vessels had salled up
and down the New Eampshire coest nearly thirty years be-
fore the first recorded date of settlement, nothing re-
mains even in tradition, to show that they ever entered
the mouth of the Piscataqua, or landed and explored the
banks and shores of the sea. Unquestionably they were
seeking furs and fish, according to Barstow's "History of
New Hampshire,"” but it was not until 1623 that a fishery
at the mouth of the river was established.

In Martin Pring we nhave the first records of the
exploration of the Piscataqua. This was in June of 1603,

1 Barstow, George - History of New Hampshire -
(Concord, 1842), pg. 21-22.




when he sailed up the river in his fifty-ton ship, the
"speedwell," with a crew of thirty men and officers. Fail-
iﬁg to locate their cargo of sassafras, they returned down
the river, probebly effecting landings at the polnt where
the river widens out and the banks, green and covered with
strawberry vines, attracted the wesry mariners. Eleven
years later & much more enterprising character, Captain
John Smith, sailed along these same shores, making records
of the character of the land, and more important still,
making a chart which he was to present to His Majesty Charles
I upon the return to England. 1In 1622 Captain John lason
end Sir Ferdinando Gorges obtalined from the Councill of
Plymouth in England, a grant of lands l1lying between tlre
Merrimac and the Kennebec Rivers and extending back to

the Canadian lakes. This tract they called Laconis, and

in the interest of its development several merchants from
London and other trading places jolned together in a par-
tnership under the neme of "The Company of Laconia." This
company was resolved to establlsh a plantation at the river
site almost irmediately, and to carry on the fishery there.
As a result, Devid Thompson and Edward Hilton, who md

been fishmongers in London, "established themselves on the
west side of the Pi1scataqua River near the mouth of the
Westerly branch, which they called Little-Harbor" .2 At this
point, salt works were erected and salt was manufactured to
a great adventage, since it was so necessary in the preserving

2 Adami, Nathaniel, Annals of Portsmouth, (Exeter, 1825},
pge 10.




of fish.

Other industries began at thls time and were carried
on snd developed oxn down through the years, adding to the
causes for Portsmouth'!'s development. Trading with the na-
tives for furs took an early start with same of the settlers,
others attended the cultivation of fhe earth and raised those
articles which were essentially necessary for their support,
and which they could not otherwlise obtain.

In the fall of 1634 we are able to discern some of
the first indications ofsvslue of the timber lands about
Portsmouth, for at this time Dixy Bull and a band of fif-
teen others began a serles of piracies along the coast.

Now what did these early Pisgataqua Settlements do but unite
and fit out four pinnaces and shallops manned by forty men,
and with the aid of a brig from Boston, set out to punish
the pirates, but only succeeded in driving them away.

For the seke of clarity, let it be mentioned here
that even though Mason and Gorges had agreed upon the
separation of their plantations in 1630 into Malne and New
Hampshire, the boundary being the Piscataqua River, ships
built at Badgers Island, Little Harbor, Seavey's Island or
Strawberry Bank will all be generally spoken of as Ports-
mouth ships. For this city gave the Piscataqua basin its
prominence, its support, capltal and terminals for foreign
and coastwise trade.

The separation of the two plantations or grants was

confirmed in now patents in England, and Mason's we will
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see was subject to the subordinate rights and properties
acqulired by his associates in the Laconia Company. For
the security of their Iinterests, a group of these assoc-
lates obtained a grant of the township of Dover, while
the remaining members including kason himself, procured
not long afterward, the Charter for Portsmouth. Walter
Neal was appointed its superintendent and an agency was
organized with several stewards having supervision of
the departments of trade, fishery, salt - meking, build-
ing and agriculture. Prior to the forming of these new
planfations, the chief seat of business and population
had been at Little Harbor, but now came a shifting and
Strawberry Bank or Portsmouth assumed the leadership.
There the water is of sufficilent depth for the

largest ships and the natural advantages afford situat-
ions for all purposes of bullding and docking them. The
surrounding harbor 1s so capable of defense that a part
of it was to be made a very safe and commodious nevy yard.
But here we must stop in our political history of early
Portsmouth and turn to a perlod which portrays this port
near the peak of its distinguished civic positions.

I have tried to gilve briefly in a few paragraphs
& background showing when and how Portsmouth came to be,
and tnat ships and men of the sea formed the nucleus from
which grew the maritime industry of shipbuilding in this
New Englend port.

Along sbout the year 1740, a new era in the history

of Portsmouth) begane Thenprinevale fiorestsoandl Bhe undeveloped



banks of the Piscataqua had glven way to a small township
between 1623 and 1740. It had been persistent in its
struggle witﬁ the frontier, its wars with the Indians,

and difficulties with Massachusetts, and with its owvm

duly appolnted Lieutenant Governors. Steadily this 1it-
tle townshlip hed won its way through these hardships and
had gelned in strength and solidarity. By 1740 Portsmouth
wes still poor, but she had at last stepped out on a sound
political and economic basis and made ready to reap the
benefits of its earlier’well-fought—for battle for exist-
ence,.progress and independent actlon. Furthermore, she
was determined to assume a prominent position in Colonial
and revolutionary history, as well as in the early civic
1ife of the United States. This perlod of apparent lack
of money end prosperity was not to last much longer. 1In
1752 John Langdon received a letter from Montreal stating
that a shipment of goods had been received but “"that pros-
perous times and plentiful money are still scarce hers
though our hopes are high for the future." © This letter
though blurred with age, further acknowledged the new turn
of events in Portsmouth. The ascqulsition of wealth arose
chiefly from imports by se&, which in turn were bought with
" the proceeds of the conslderable export trade in lumber, ea
masts and fish. The wharves bustled with energetic steve-
dores loading and unloading the deep water craft and the
coastwise vessels, and the merchents of the town showed the
signs of a 1ucrat1ve>trade.

© John Lang@en'Pepers)o17sg n{on’ 216 e well Hampshire
Historical Societv, Concord. New Earmmshire)



We can go no further with this rise in Portsmouth's
enterprise without a consideration of the nstural contrib-
utions to her development, 7Those who have stood on the
wharves at the Piscataqua and looked out over the river
and harbor, viewing the islands in the distance and rub-
bing elbows with & sturdy stock of Americans can under-
stand the propelling elements of her growth. Those who
have not had this opportunity have but to weigh these fol-
lowing advantages, some of which are noted in the journsal
of & Frenchman who visited Portsmouth during this early
period. He said of Portsmouth: "There is every appearance
of 1ts becoming to New England what the other Portsmouth
is to 01d; that 1s to say, that this place will become the
depot of the Continental Marine. The access to the harbor
1s easy, the anchdrage is immense, and there are seven
fathoms of water as far up as two miles above the town"....%
In the winter time vwhen other rivers and their mouths are
frozen, the Piscataqua continues 1lts flow, this being due
to the rapidity of the current and the affect of the tide.
In some ways this has been & disadvantage, for ships could
only enter as the tide was coming in or was at the pesak.
Nevertheless, this feature kept the port open the year sround.

The shore 1line about the area of Portsmouth has had
an eventful history and many complexities. As the great ice
sheet withdrew toward its northern bounds, the coast line
rose, tilting an inland sea out of the estuaries in Fochester

4 Law, Captain T. E., Portsmouth Book, 1916 ("Journal
of a Frenchman"), pg. 43




and Epping and.causang shoals and islend to coalesce as the
shore line advanced to its present position. These are the
41slands we find in the harbor to-day, as well as those seen
up and down the coast, and the Piscataqua River forms the
only noteworthy valley that dlscharges directly into the
ocean. S It 1is mede up of three streams that converge above
Portsmouth, the Salmon Falls, the Cocheco and the Bellamy.
Others empty into 1t at the Great Bay, the Oyster, Lamprey
and Exeter. These rivers have been the highways to the
hinterland, an important element in transporting the "mast
trees" from the interior to the bay.

Though this ice sheet left a valuable harbor, it
had a distressing affect upon the area of land which was
tillable. Only a fan-shaped plain neer the coast offered
ease of cultivatién on a rich residual soil. The soil De-

was

tmg formed by the outwash of the rilvers toward the sea, ard
’ hl\h.hq

1t
tho—fect—tmtthe-—ses 8t one time, flowed over the land leav-
ing a silty soll. During this period in Portsmouth history

the land provided the grains for the colony, but a market-
able production was impossible. MNMuch of the remainder of

the area is rocky, hilly and covered by trees of many de-
scriptions. Naturally enough these trees soon found their
use, each one having a definite duty to perform on the
wharves or ways of Portsmouth. The elm, both the whlte and
red varlety, 1s tough &nd stringy and was frequently used

for the bottoms of chalrs and bed-cords, and thus a potential

S Goldthwaite, .James V., Geology of New Hampshire
(Concord, 1925), pg. 69.



ezporf commodlty. The sassafras is common in the moist
lowlands and was in demand in both England and the Colonies
at‘this time for medicinal purposes. The Locust was 1lmport-
ant as a fuel, but more so in its use as trunnelsesfor ships.
A plentiful supply of birch was also found,and this fine
tree was used in making bedsteads, chairs and tables, thus
meking a valuable cergo on many & lumber ship to Europe.
Probably one of the most important trees was the oak, for
which the area around Portsmouth boasts of four speciles.
First, the black oek used for tanning, an industry still
flourishing in Portsmouth, and also used as the main beam
in the keels of ships. Secondly, there was the red osk
abounding in the molst swampy solls and making excellent
staves for molasses kegs and for dry calks. Another specie?///
of this red oak, the swamp oak, possessed great elasticity
and was frequently substituted for whalebone. The yellow
oak, which grows on ridges and hills, was the source of
some of the best ship-timber and pipe staves in New Eng-
land. Lastly, the scrub oak, but of no Importance as far
es the maritime interests of Portsmouth are concerned. The
walnut tree held 1little value, except as a probable future
export. According to Dr. kanasseh Cutler, the bark of this
tree afforded a new property for making medicines. One
variety, however, was used in making gun-stocks, and canes,
thus an article of export. The Chestnut took its place
along side of the oak as important timber for staves and

6 &4 trunnel is an early nautical word meaning “tree-

nail." ‘henriusedibrofissteningnpantoofindhe NsHip together
they swell upon contact with water and form a firm Joint.
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dry calks. One of the large trees along the shore was the
Button-Wood which was used by the shipbuilders for wind-
lasses, wheels and blocks. The pine also takes its place

in the first rank of important trees and "more of this
specles have becn produced in New Hampshire, and in the
eastern counties of liassachusetts than in sll America be-
sides." 7 The white pine is the most outstanding species

and is one with which we are most concerned, since it is
the femous "mast tree." The timber of New Fampshire has
been réviewed because it has g:::isuch an Indispensable con-

tribution toward Portsmouth's shipbuilding industry, and few

people are really aware of the variety and uses of each

that were 1t not for the flneness and abundance of New Harp-
shire's trees along‘the Piscataqua, her shipbuilding Indus-
try would have besn but & dream by the opening of the nine-
teenth century.

Nature ms given Portsmouth an energetic climate,
one which geographers such as Huntington would cless as a
balanced optimim; nature has placed it near the centers of
growing indust;y and population, and at a point within easy
reach of the main trade routes. Its harbor gave ideal pro-
tection; the 1slands soon became ship yards, for they, like
the mainland, were covered with a thick growth of timber.

Yie have discussed the land, its raw materiels, and

physical advantages; we know that England in her mercantilist

7 Belkn@p, Jeremy, The listory of New Hampshire,
(Boston, 1792), Vol., 111, pp. 102 If.

S S ————
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theories looked to the colonies for raw materiels which she
did not possess, and an outlet for her own finished goods;
we heve seen that flshermen made up her earliest inhabitants,
thus setting the foundation for & maritime province; and re-
cords show that in 1749 the population of New Hampshire had
doubled 8and that in the main this population boasted of
Lerdy Anglo-Saxon workmen whose shipbuillcding capabilities
were unexcelled. ©
From this point we mey peer into the Industries which
were at the fore in the mlddle of the elghteenth century,
and which in Portsmouth made it possible for shipbuilding
to thrive., The fisheries of course should be considered
first, for they have been shown to be at the foundation of
thlis port. The soll of New Hampshire furnished the trees
and now the sea furnishes the province with another staple,
that being the great abundance of ced. Its uses were var-
ied: it furnished food for the people, fertilizer for the
ferms and an essentiel article of trade especielly to the
island colonies. Small-scale fisherles had been planted
from the earliest times elong the shores of the bay, at
Little Harbor, Badgers Islend, and The Isles of Shoals, and
all of the small juttings of land had at one time or snother
been used as drying stands. At Odiornes' Point records show

that an snnual rental of two shillings sixpence was paid for

8 Berstow, George, fistory of New Hampshire (Ccncord,
1842), p. 186

9 May, kalph, Early Portswouth History (Boston, 1526),

Chapter XI.
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that privilege, and that alongslde of the drying stands the
fishermen fitted out their smell vessels for the leccal catch.
Up and down the New Englend coast and on tre beanks of New-

foundland ranged more fisheries. Cod was plentiful, but in

order to create a profitable business, the fishermen needed
craftgmuch lerger than those used for local fishing; thus
ceme tne building of schooners and shallops, the latter be-
ing propelled by both oars and sails. To this industry, ;
"more than enything else, do I atiribute tlhe independent char-
acter of thne New Englenders of this period. Certainly 1t

took an unusuel amount of courage for & captaln salling his

own vessel, built by himself with the aid of friends, to

journey to Virginie with a cargo of fish to exchange for

e, e
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tobacco, or other goods. With only an apprentice to help

eI LR

R

him trim his sails, he braved the storms, fogs and treacher-

ous coast for over four hundred miles. The honorable Samp-

son Sheafe had been such a man; borm in 1681, educated at

Harvard College and graduated in 1702, he turned his atten-

tion to the fishery. At thls business he was most success- |

ful, and by 1760 he was building his ships to enter into the ‘

West Indies trade. 11 }
Belkn@p declares that fishing ships were belng i

built in all towns contiguous to the Piscatagua and 1its

brenches. Around Portsmouth they were generally set up

on the banks of the river, but sometimes vessels of a hundred

10 gooding, Alfred, The Portsmouth Book (Boston, 1916),
pp. 44 If.

11 Adams CoAnng s shePeort@ddue
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for the better, much being due to the combined efforts of
Governor Vientworth and Sir Williem Pepperrell. 13 In 1720
the best fishing-schooners and whale boats were being built
for the sum of twelve dollars per ton for the carpenters'
work, and approximately one-third of thet amount for iron
and rigging work. During the year 1791 thirty-three ships
of over one hundred tons were built at tle Port of Piscat-
agua, and fifty more of the smaller tonnage, thus providing
‘almost continual work for the entire population of the city.
It is 1ittle wonder that fortunes were made, and the years
from 1750 to 1795 referred to as tﬁe "Golden Years" at
Portsmouth.

Several leagues off the Isles-of-Shoals & cod of
superior quallity 1s caught during the months of December,

January, and February, at which time the small Portsmouth-

built vessels enter vigorously into the catch. The specieS//

of fish that 1s caught is very distinctly mérked, the backs
being an unusual grey color and the bellies white. From
this singuler variety of fish is prepared the "dumb" or
"qun" fish for which the Isles-of-Shoals became quite cel-
ebrated. The fish, incidentally, were considered unfit for
use until ﬁhe month of August, by which time they had under -
gone a fermentation and a change of color, which doubled the
price of the fish. From thls fishery began & new market in
far-sway Belbeo, and we read from the "Annals of Portsmouth®
that early in the season of each year & btrig or a ship was

13 The Portsmouth Times, liarch 16, 1912 (New Hampshire
Historical Society's Portsmouth Scrapbook)
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loaded with these fish, now preserved, and sent off to
Spein. 14
. The small thirty to fifty-ton vessels then had theilr
places of importance in the 1list of Portsmouth bullt ships.
During the middle of the eighteenth century we may term
them the "feeder lines" for the larger craft of the mer-
chant marine engaged in the transoceanic trade. Before
the Frencl: war the concentration of fishing craft about
Portsmouth was quite large. The shores of lslands and the

mainland were covered with fish flakes being dried before

shipment K and besldes preserving the fleshy part of the cod,

the fishermen extracted oil e&s & by-product from the reriains.

This was sealed in casks in answer to the growing demand of
the Frencr and Spanish leather curriers. Seven or eight
vessels loaded with spch a cargo left esasch year from Pis-
cetagua for the coasts of Europe. The short ineffectual
war of 1745 to 1748 had 1little affect on this cormerce but
the Fremeh and Indian War ten years later céused it mueh
suffering. However, it is interesting to note that immed-
iately after the treaty of peace, trade and shipbuilding
sgain increased and the cargoes furnished by the "feeder
1ines™ from the fisheries created the greater part of the

remittances of Europe just before the outbreak of the Re-

volution. 15

Naturally the Revolution was a serious blow to this

fishing industry :nd the bullding of fishing craft, but as

14 Ademe , Angalg, page 260.

15 Belknep, sistory of New Hgmpshire, Vol. 111, p. 215
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w1ll be shovm later, Portsmouth kept to the front and in-
creased her reputation from the record of her ships built
for the navy. After tle war, the problem of the port was
competition, and much of it was to be with Europe. I be-
lieve the spirit and understanding of these Portsmouth
industrialists can be understood best from the following
quotation: "It is, however, in the power of the Americans
to make more adventage of the cod fishery than any of the
European nations. We can fit out vessels at less expense,
and by reason of the westerly winds, which prevail on our
coasts, in February and March, they can go to the banks
earlier in the season than the Europeans, and take the best
fish. We can dry it in cleaner air than the foggy shores
of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. We can supply every ne-
cessary from among ourselves; vessels, spars, salls, cord-
age, anchors, lines, hooks and provisions. Salt can be
imported from abroad cheesper than it can be made at home;
if it be not too loaded with dutlies. Men can always be
nad to go on shares, which is by fer the most profitable
method, both to the employer and to the flshermen. The
fishing banks are an inexhaustible source of wealth; and
the fishing business is a most excellent nursery for sea-
men. It therefore deserves every encouragement and indul-

gence from en enlightened national 1egisléture.“ 16

One cen rest assured that the above spirit manifested

itself in & new energy in and sbout Portsmouth. At a short

16 1p1d., vol. iii, p. 216.
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Piscataqua far the year ending 1701 which declares "the
success of the fishery in this season ras been uncommonly
good."ﬂ18 Combining this statement with the appearance of
ads for the sal of both new and used vessels, and the
fact that these ads seldom eppear in more than three is-
sues should convince oné that one form of the shipbuild-
ing industry st111 flourisheds vie should not be deceived
by generalitiles, however, for in the shipbuilding and mer-
chant trade there were hardships mixed with prosperity.
John Parker, Esquire, after a fair education in the local
gremmar school, end & wide experlence in trade, ship work
and navigstion in his later years, emberked on & partner-
ship in trade with williem Rhodes in 1771. Through the
successive losses of their ships at sea came bankruptcy

and & break-up of the concern. DBy the goqd graces of

Governor Wentworth, however, they werse able to find an-

other footing, but the top of the ladder for them was a

long way off.
Cries of the 1ack of money &8s & result of the Re-

volution appeared in many papers, but the Portsmouth mer-

. echants found they could build a ship in exchange for cargoes
of goods after the vessel had been completed. Such a con-
dition was indeed not often encountered, but it merely
serves &as 8n example s Our shipbuilders of this perilod were
mainly of the merchant class and generally had sufficlent
gered built. Just

capital to finance the vessels they had or

as fisbhing was & contributing factor toward the development

18 Belknap, Listery &ftstiewh Remp sl vol, 111, p. 227

e
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of shipbuilding in Portsmouth, so &also may the various forms
of cormerce be shown to materially affect this industry.

In the first place it is difficult to draw a line between
fishing and commerce for preserved flsh and fish oll cer-

tainly became one of the most stable of export commodities

Portsmouth was & small city, her populatlion was confined

to about thirteen hundred hLomes and buildings and her in-

habitants were nearly all connected with the sea. The most

prosperous merchants such as Benning Y%entlworth, John Lang-
don, Pierce Long, sagmuel Cutts, ¥illiam and Joseph VWhipple
b

John Wentworth, John Sherburne, Captain James Hackett and

Natheniel leserve built and owned their own vessels. Their

shipbuilding was carried on extensively on the several

branches of the river (Piscataqua) for themselves as well

For
as“many of the smaller merchants of the tqwn who paid the

builders chiefly in godcds. Some of the larger merchant

traders built their own ships and sent off ten or twelve

20_9
and in one instance thirteen ships in a single year %1695).

In sddition to their trading and shipbuilding business,

they were all prominent in politics both state and national,

vith their econo

‘and consequently W
the prosperity of Portsmouth was carried aheed for many
on the crest of. a wave.

years as trough
Traders from the continent of Europe also reallzed
rtsmouth &s & shipbullding

the advantages nature afforded Po

22 jpdams, Annels, p&ageée 258.

23 Tbid., DPDPe 258=-260 .

mic and political influence,
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center and the capabilities of her shipwrights. In the years

20m1 5 ther to build

between 1750 and 1765 these traders came
ships which they found could Dbe done much cheaper and better
then at home"™ and upon completion of the vessel, a cargo
would be made up end taken back to =zurope which, when sold,
brought them much profit.

Naturally, the extent of trade acted somewhat &as a
barometer for ship constructlon, so let us acquaint oursel-
ves a bit with its procedure. The general run of the record-
ed tonnages of the merchant bullt vessels was from two to
three hundred tons, and for the most part these ships were
engaged in the voyages to the British Sugar Islands with
a lading of 1umber,lfish, oil and livestock. Here the
cargo was sold, and the produce of the islands, which was
geined in exchange, was sent beck to the colonies in smal-
ler vessels. Tne larger ships, on the other hand, took a
leding of sugars for England where they were sold," and
with the freight a remittance (often unprofitable) was made
to the merchants of Englend for goods.imported on credit the

preceding year." 20 These vessels then loaded with British
goods would return to New England furnishing their owners
with articles much in demand by the colonists.

The disposition of cargoes in Portsmouth was nearly
always announced by an ad in the New Hampshire Gazette or

the Portsmouth Times; just as freguently too, were pamphlets

end bills delivered to the varlous homes announcing the

20 pelimapdistarye ofiHevihHampshirey Yols tit, p. 204
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errival of the brig nppiendship” direct from London with
a great variety of merchandise. A typical ad appears in

the New Hampshire Gazette for December 24, 17611

PIERCE LONG

Hereby Informs His Customers and others that
he has just imported from London & large as-
sortment of Broad Clothes, Kerseys, Serges,
and Hglf Thicks, with trimmings for ditto; Scal-
lopt and plain gold and silver lace for walst-
coats and hats; Cinnamon, Nutmeg, Cloves, and
Mace; the Dbest Bohea Tea by the dozen or sm&l-
ler Quantity; women's Engllish shoes and Clogs;
pewter dlshes, plates, besins, Porringers and
hard metal spoons; =-~7; Besides which he hes =
full assortment of ail other kinds of‘goods wrich
he will sell on the 1owest terms for cash.

He 1likewvwiise sells the best of West Indla
Rum at 4~-155 single gallon, and so in propor-

tion for smeller gmounts: lolasses 5535 by the

gallon; Sugelr 11S by the pound; cotton wool 365;

Coffee 17S; Rlce 5S¢ allspice 283, and tobacco

8S by the pound .

. L d * .

From Portsmouth other vessels 1oeded with timber

- and spars proceeded directly for the pritish Ports, where
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their cargoes were sold, thence returning to their home

port with exchanged goods.

Portsmouth was slso active in the coast trade where
ner vessels exchanged ‘iest Indie commodities for corn, rice,
flour, pork and navel stores; & pert of which were re-
exported to Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, thus producing
bills on Englend for renittance. Thus we see the comuon

routine of trade between the mother country, her colonies,

and Portsmouth in the years from 1740 to the time o the

Revolution.

As for foreign trade in comparison with the national,

it was not so heavy. Iowvever, several vessels a year de-

parted for the French and Dutch West Indles with cargoes

of lumber, fish, oil and provisions which were exchanged

for molasses to be distilled in New Hampshire. One ves-

sel a year set out for the Azores or the Canaries with

pipe staves, fish and other provisions, and returned with

a cargo of wine. 1If a balance occurred in the transact-

ion, it was paid off in cash ratner than by creating bills

of exchange. Frequently a ship which had been to London

or Liverpool would return to Portsmouth by way of Lisbon

or Cadiz where they would purchase salt and fruit for

21
home consumption, and thls appears to be the extent of

Portsmouth 's foreign trade up to the time of the kevol-

ution. Fowever, after 1775 trade increased with the French

and Duteh ports, due to British restrictions, but I hardly

21 1p4d., vol. iii, p. 205.
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believe with as mach profit as of before.

In the few years succeeding the Revolution the

partial imposts and impolitic restrictions of our owm

governnment prevented foreign vessels from loading in Amer-
ican ports. Reciprocal action.was taken by Foreign powers
and obviously a slump in trade was foilowed by a slump in
ship construction in the merchant marine. Thils assumption

may be bzsed somewhat on the following quotations: "The

war (meaning the Revolution) put an end to all commercial

intercourse with Great Britain and its dependencies, with

whom the trade of this tovn hed been most excluslvely car-

ried on, --- nothing is more convincing than fact and ex-
i

periment. During the late war the trade in lumber was sus- B
t B

4
pended and the people Were obliged to engsge in husband%&."

This statement does not necessarily mean the complete

f trade and cOrmerce, but only in an industry

1ated with shipbuilding. Nany

gbandonment o

which was so closely &sSo0C

of those who left lumbering had devoted their time to the
had heretofore been i

cultivation of corn, & product which

en import but which between 1776 and 1781 became & leading

export. In 1772 Portsmouth was importing 4006 bushels of
5

2
corn, while in 1780 she was exporting 6711 bushels.

the

From the Customs House Reports in Portsmouth,

following list of vessels enteped and cleared on May 21,

24 Belknép, Eistory of Hew Hempshire, vol. iii, pp-

200=-21%<.

25 1pid., vol, iii, p. 213.
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Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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Outward
Ship Captain To

Brig Widow's Son - <-==""7777 - West Indies

" Resolution - Samuel Hstch - f n

" . sally - Ben. Gunnison - " "
Ship Venus - Nat. Marshal |- n n
Sloop Beneater - william Welcott - b n

W  priendship - Abrehem Persons - "

#  priendship - Eleazal Looding -  Meryland

" Russel - Kicholas Mertin - i

" Sally - Stephen Summers - New Haven
Schooner Lydin - Jonn Harmon -  Newfoundland

" Gorner-Cople - Jonn Blunt : - "
Brig William andJmeg—William.White - "
Schooner Greyhound - 4breham Trestethem - Marylénd

Noah Miller - New London

Sloop Clarissa -

Choosing the months 8t random over an eleven-year

period, as 1is shown in the succeeding statisties, the Pis-

cataqua merchants evidently increased their volume of

business, which in turn meant the construction of more

merchant ships up to the eve of the Revolution. We are

not, however, able to find the individual record of each

ship operated by the Portsmouth trader in order to ascer-

tain which wharf or wno jts builder was.

o7 paker Library afforded the only available documents
for long periods of study.

I —
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Number of Merchant Ships Date
156 September 7, 1756
18 January 14, 1761
13 October 3, 1765
14 August 11, 1768
28 May 21, 1773
18 February 3, 1774
24 July 21, 1774 °°

Nevertheless, to substantiate these reports there

are letters and documents which show the trend and act-

ivity of the shipbuilding industry during these years,

and if we add a few paragraphs concerning the eminent

builders to these reports, 1t should be gonvincing evi-

dence of this industry's status.

Probably one of the most outstanding men of the few

on. He was

years preceding the Revolution was John Langd

born in 1740 into one of New England's most prosperous mer=-

chent families. Langdon, after & mercantile education in

m of Daniel Rindge, entered upo
ntil the first year of th

ost guccessful ma

n a seafar-

29
& Ware.

the counting roo
ing 1ife which he followed u
His ability and enterprise made him a m

f his achievements, Congres
apr in 1778. He was also
mamerica® T4,

d
and in recognition o s appointe

him agent for bullding ships of W

the agent for supplying the materials for the

Issues from Sept «»

28 1ne New Hampshire Gazette Files,
1756 to July 21 1774 . ) ] _

29 The Langdon Papérs, New HampshiI® Historical S0
ciety Filles, Concord, New Hampshire .

a 4_____—



Courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenacum, Portsmouth, N.H.
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is plain they are embracing all opportunities to in-
jure us, you are sensible that no ﬁan here could do
anything with ships. Therefore considering the very
critical situation of matters here at present, I
cannot think of contracting for any more ships for
the present until I see & bet ter prospect. Whenever
I see the way clear to bulld another ship I shall
certainly call upon you before I agree elsewhere,
but at present the prospect is very bad and I fear
I shall build no ships next season except those two
which I agreed with Mr. Hackett for some time peast.
As soon as I see a better prospect I shall walt upon
you and
An y*¥ Ho. Servt.
Wys: Langdon.
Other letters of interest acquaintkus with Major
Hackett, Captain Ladd, Robert Parker and John Flagg:
At a meeting of the Proprictors of the "General
# o merchant ship converted to a privateer, the

Sullivan,

captaincy of the vegsel was entrusted to Thomas Dalling.

It had been voted that Captain Ledd,
o rebuild the “General Sullivan" but

a shipbullder in Ex-

eter, be elected t

since Major Hackett's reputation seemed better and his

the contract was changed and Ladd was pald

prices lower,
e and gccordingly, Messrs. Hackett,

for what he had don
he vessel, lengthen her for

Hi11 and Paul were to take t
two more guns, c&lk, jron and fix her for & ship as agreed
The proprietors agreed to pay Hackett

by Captain Dalling.
jeal & Genealogical Record

30 The New En%:tand Histor



"f4fteen hundred pounds, lawful money in cash and give them
one barrel of New England rum, proprietors to find iron-
work, pitch, turpentine, and oalkum.* 31

Colonel James Hackett (3186 spoken of as Major)
was of Exeter but seems to have resided most of the time
in Portsmouth. He was & noted shipbuildér and a man of
great enterprise and energy. His services were greatly

used during the Revolutionary War in fitting out armed ves-

sels for the navy.
Another man mentioned in the above extract from the meet-
ing of the Proprietors of the "General Sullivan® was

Colonel Eliphalet Ladd, who was born in Exeter in 1744 but

moved early to Portsmouth and became a noted merchant and

shipbuilder.

John Flagg had come to Portsmouth in 1770 and mar-

ried Sarah Odiorne, the daughter of one of Portsmouth's

socially eminent familles. Flagghad spent most of his youth

around the ships of his homs port and as soon &8 he was able

he was given a voyage on & merchant schooner. More voyages

and experiences followed, and by the time he was twenty-

four years old he was mester of his own shlp. He, as many
of his contemporaries, had thought much of having a shlp-

building company of his own, but this dream did not mater-
jalize until nearly the close of the eighteenth century
brother, gave up meking voyages and took

when Flagg with his

to bullding ships. The #Jason® was their first ship and was

31 Ibid., Vol. 23, pp. 50-59.

——




soon engaged 1n & profitable trade with Lisbon.

In enother record wé find that Captain Robert Par-

xer was commender of the schooner ¥McClery® and the ship

(frigate-bullt) "Portsmouth, both of which were built at, |
svateers during the Revo- J

and sailed from Portsmouth as pr

iution. Both of these vessels were well-built and appar- o
metle i(:
f

ently very guccessful in captures, proving the medel of

the Piscataqua builders. 32

Again we comsS across & reminlscent paragraph in ttH
i

P o oy

! Brewster 's "Rambles Aboﬁt Portsmouth® in which he says:

"We may imagine, & few years before the Revolution, & ship

ons -- & largse vessel for those times =~

of perhaps 250 t

i
|
fitted out by Captailn Cutts at & wharf near by, with & \

3 thence to Spaln or

freight for thé West Indies, to procee

the Meditteranean for & return Oargo.” 33 ‘ d
ﬁ

The following is &n original'account of the 1nter- 1

est displayed in launching & vessel typlcal of the years &

®Iaunching 8 ship in thess early

between 1740 and 1765.

times was an event of great jmportance, and always attended

by all persons of both sexes 1living in the vicinity, who ex- 1
pected an ample supply of good cheer . We read in the Life w
ch-~ 1

of Sir William Pepperrell that on the occasion of his laun

ing a vessel on the Saco, he allowed and sent down to his !

agent a parrel of wine and & berrel of rum for the

; jtieg of the occaslon end that the vessel was 1aunched ¥

n account of

her gails bent, 1t being dangerous tarrying ©

. V . e . 50"’59
z2 Ibid., Vol. 235, PP s About Portsmouth,

23 Trewster, Charles W., ?ﬁg%%gﬁvﬁ_angﬁizg,,ﬂﬁf
1869), Vol. ii, PP* TR

(Portsmouth,

| e




31

ho
stile Indisns, and expensive to keep the men upon pay "

Notice of the construction of the "Friendship,”
14

wh .
iech was & Portsmouth built vessel sccording to the New

En
gland Register, is seen on the Clearance 1ists of the

C
ustoms House in Portsmouth in successive months for &

num |
ber of years, yet date on ner building end the 1logs of

he
r voyages are not to be found in our local records. Thls

ex
emplifies the extreme lack of meterial on most of the mer-

c
hant built vessels of Portsmouth. The reports amd notices

he result of & page by
and they ack-

; t
hat have been given are t page search

documents and early papers,

through letters,
!
' n

owledge only the fact that thils jndustry was paramount in
he jnhabitants of this port.

the industrial activities of t

A
ccordingly we must make this the prime motive of the es-
say, that is, that ghipbuilding was Portsmouth's heritage

gh position in Colonial

oce N
e shewh the natural

and through it she achieved her hl

history. Earlier in the paper we hav
ges upon wkhich Portsmouth began

and ¢ipcumstantial edvantsa
to complete th

i1s picture there x 8 two

her eager advance;
on whlch mist be con-

hip constructi
"Mast

1mPOrtant branches of 8

irst 18 our ac¢qg
naval shipbuilding.

sidered. The f uaintance with the
Fleets," and gecondlys
Iet us consider for & moment theé direct relation

re to the most singuler

°f the gresat pines of New Hampshil

54 May, Relph, Earl Portsmouth Histor (EOS§°n,
1926), P- 2515, (Taken Trom, vess® s of war
th by Cepteln Georg® HenTy

Built at Portsmou
Preble)."

L
e
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of industries, the "mast fleet."” 1In the sixteenth century
Spain was the mistress of the wérld, the queen of the sesas
and the terror of all the natlions of Europe. Englend, how-
ever, was gradually growing stronger. Her éovernment saw
the great need of colonles in an imperielistic way; her
merchents ad their eyes upon new markets. The reallza-
tion slowly dewned upon the English monarchs that to sur-
pass Spain meant the development of & vigorous mercantile
system, and a part of this system included the building
of ships, and many of them, and to f£111 them with her sall-
ors end adventurers and send them all over the world.
Englend achieved her position, she conquered the Spanish,
outstripped the French and the Dutch, and finally put her-
self at the head of the world. In thls race for position
the lumber and mests from the Piscataqusa hed a profound
influence. |

A1l through the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turles ships were being built in Portsmouth especially
for tbe mast trade. They were of about four hundred

tons burden end were a&ble to carry & cargo numbering from

forty-five to sixty-flve masts. In addition and showing

the importence of the lumber, these ships hed the priv-

jlege of wearing the King's Jack and were escorted by &

special convoy from his majesty's fleet. Frequently when

g ship was not available, or the one on the ways was not

yet completed, these mests were made into huge rafts shaped

and rigged like & vessel with additional supplies of lumber
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fastened abosrd it. One of these rafts made the passage

to Europe in twenty-six days e
The mest fleets at one period early in coloniel

history were the curriers of the sea, far they were the

surest and quickest means of communication between tie

two continents.

The British Government paid a premium of one pound

per ton for masts, yards and bowsprits. The masts were not

to exceed thirty-six jnches at the butt, and the length was

to be no longer then it was inches in diameter. A good

mest brought from ninety-five to one hundred fifteen pounds

to the owner of the grant from whence they were taken. Up

until the time of the Revolution, the King dispatched

special convoys, one being Commissioner Cartwright, to the

Piscatagua in order to mark the most select trees far his

goverument . An arrow was placed on g1l white pines twenty-

four inches in diemeter three feet from the ground, and it

was especlally stipulated 1in the Royal Grant that all pines

fit for mesting the Royal Navy were to be carefully pre-

served. If by chance they were cut for any other purpose,

the grant was forfeited as punishment.
ree

To fell these trees was quite a task, for & t

thirty to thirty-six inches in dismeter end from two hun-

undred feet in length could very easily be

dred to three h
taken. After being tpimmed of 1ts

broken if care was not
the trunk was

branches, many of which were used for sp&ars,
moved to the penks of the rivers or to the shore by yokes

- e e =
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of oxen, often times forty being required to move a single
tree. When a mest was to be drawn through the forest, =
straight path was cut, leading to the bank of the river.
Another mode of conveyance was to suspend one end of the

mast from the axle connecting two wheels and letting the

other end drag. According to Belknep, these wheels were

often sixteen to eighteen feet in diameter in order to

clear the rocks and stumps in the pathe. 35

On May 17, 1775 documents show that ships still
arrived for masts to sell in Europe or use in the Royal
Fleet, but the people forbade thelr exportation and used

them to build the ships for the Colonlal Navy during the

War for Independence . 56

Shipbuilding as an outlet of civic industry and
enterprise appeered 1ln very vigorous form at the outbreek

of the Revolution through the naval orders of the Contil-

nental Congress. However, the fifty-four gun Yraulkland”

had been built in 1690; the thirty-two gun #Bedfrord® (gal-
ley) 4n 1696; end the next ship of 1mportahée launched on

the Piscatagua was the forty-gun Wpmerice," built in 1749.

Beginning with the #inerica,” the following ships were

built under suthority of the navy. (The first "America"”

Was for the Royal Navy]).

History of New Hampshire, vol. 111,

35 Belkndép,
Chapter XIIl.

Article, The Pilscataqu# ggst

G : 1te Monthly,
36 Thge fany 7 L. Frisbee, Vol. 49, pp. 19
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NAME GUNS YEAR DATA

1. America -50~- 1748

o 2, Raleigh =-32- 1776 =~ Dimensions, 131.5; gun deck 110.7;
_ keel, 34.5; breadth 11; depth lacswps
697 tons; 220 men. (as given in
British Nevy List after her capture)

3. Ranger =-18- 1776 - captured at Charleston, S. C., by
enemy fleet, 1780. Her armement

wes six pounders.

4, America =T4- 17862

5. Crescent-32~- 1796

6. Scemmel -14- 1798 - Revenue Schooner, 187 tons, cost
$20,000. Sold in 1801 for $8,200.

7. Ports- =24- 1798 - 585 tons. Cost $59,600. Sold at
Balt imore, 1801, for $34,366.

mouth ‘
CI’GW 220 .

1268 tons, 344 men. Cost $197246 .

Aroken up &t Norfolk, Va., 1836 .

She brought to the United States
the first Ambasgsador from the Bar-

bary powerses

8. Congress-36- 1799 -

38
unched in 1749, was the third

% 9. Congress-38-179

The "Americe™ 44, 12

war built at Portsmouth, end to-day a model of

vessel of
nhe cabinet of the Portsmouth Athenaeum.

her mey be seen in t

; It 4s a beautiful plece of work in mehogeny, planked up as

except that the P
quarter decks are left off so that

a ship would be, lanks of the upper deck

and the forecsastle and
the beams, carlines, Knees and gun mountings may be seen.

nd Historical and Genealogical Re-

37 The New Engle 4 52, - 293-402. (Article -

A}

- gister, 1868, tho N a
" Built at Portsmouti, ew Hampshire).
| Vessels of War Jg built et Portsmouth

t of Naval Vesse
28 From the 118Rear Admiral W. D. MgcDougall, Command-

b
compiled yNavy Yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, by

ent, Ues Se
Raléh ¥ay, (Boston, 1926), Pe 297 .

. R
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The ship model was a gift of NMadame, Elwyn, daughter of
Governor Langdon.

The story of this ship is quite Interesting. On
March 13, 1746 Sir Williem Pepperrill sent a message to
Governor Wentworth announcing that the Lord Commissioner
of the Admiralty had directed the Honorable Peter Warren
to build four ships of war in New Englend. Pepperrill was
to agree with some shipwright on the erecting and é&ilding
of one of these on the Piscatagua, and it was Pepperrill's

desire that Wentworth select & board to estimate thevfalue

for such & ship of "44" guns. This board reported that for

such a ship "nine pounés per ton would be a fair price for

the government to give for the vessel completely fitted

with 44 guns.” %°

Accordingly, Sip William Pepperrill made a con-

tpact with Colonel Nathaniel Meserve for the canstruct-

fon of the ship. Very little i s known concerning the pro-
cedure of the ship's carpenters, or any of the hardshlps
 they enccuntered; howevers we do find in the Portsmouth
t up in the stocks ot the

Records that the ship was S°€
uw 40

north part of the clty on the main land.

The ship was 1aunched in 1749 and according to

Pepperrill's biographer, the vessel was gcclaimed one of

n the British Navy.
le treaece can be found of this

the best frigates 1 After her convoy

set out for Englend, 1itt

(Reprint of Iet-

Merch 16, 1912.
nor Wentworth,

39 th Times
i:ﬁtigg; Sir Wm.’Pepperrell to Gover
March 13, 1746) 11!

40 Ibid., Marchsyl6; 1912, (Reprint of Peppe s let-

+araqg
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this Portsmouth ship. In the Britlsh Navy Lists for 1755

she was apparently classed as "an ordinary,"™ which prob-

ably meant that she did not préve herself to be the most

durable bit of construction as was customary from the

Portsmouth Yards.
From the early vicissitudes of Colonlel 1life emerg-

ed men of sterling quality and ability. One of these men

was Nathaniel Meserve, whose mark of genius was most cer-

tainly recognized in the activities of the Granite State

In these trying years. Young MNeserve learned tle trade of

a carpenter or " soyner” while working with his father at

Shoftly efter his marrisge he moved to Ports-

Newington.
o identified with its 1life and

mouth where he soon becam
itical, educetional

the 1ife of the colony in & public, pol
From his first activities a8 &

and military capacity.
career as a shipbullder, and

carpenter, he set cut on &
was the owner

from 1740 until the time of his death, he
e largest shlpyard in Portsmouth,

and the operator of th
His sbipyard was located in the

if not in the colonles.
and adjoining it he built a

northern part of the city,
s still standing at 53 Raynes Street.

colonial home which i
f also in a military way, for

Meserve distinguished himsel
o lead two hundred of hi

and the resulting success

g carpenters on

he was selected t

&n expedition against Loulsburg,

d to the gwiftness and easé with which these

wag gttribute
cannon were car-

men constructed 1arge sledges on which the

ried through the maershes. Colonel Meserve died in 1758
41

from a raeging smal1+poxoplaigien

om an (Article by
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The Raleigh was the first American man-of-war built

i{n New Hempshire and a bronze tablet at Portsmouth to-day

commemorates her memory.

On Rindge's Wharf, Portsmouth,
May 21, 1776
Six Weeks Before
The Declaration of Independence
There was Launched
The Continental Frigate "Raleigh”
The First American Man-of -War.
Built on the Piscataqusa,
Keel Laid Merch 21, 1776
Act of Congress Dec. 13, 1775
(Erected by the Piscataqua Pioneers,

1775 the Continental Congress or-

1026) %

On December 13,

dered the construction of thirteen ships of war, one of

. which was to be built in Portsmouth. At the same time,

Congress authorized the purchase of eight merchant ships

which were to be converted into ecruisers for patrolling

These acts signalized the beginning

the American coast.
ns of the "Raleigh” designat-

of the American Navy. The ple
her armament to b
et is now Rindge's

ed her & 32-gun frigate, e 1l2-pounders, and
he stocks at wkh

her keel was laid on t
111 and Paul were the contract-

Wharf. The Messrse. Heckett, B
under Captain Thomes

ing bullders and the supervision w&s
gman and an excellent shipbuilder.

Thompson, an able se
o "Raleigh" as rapidly &s pos-

Work was pushed along on th
May 21st she was ready t
n her construction thet it was

sible so that by o be launched.

Eowever, so rapid hed bee

o secure te r armaments, ammmition and sells

impossible t
y to sail and

before August. BY the twelfth she was read
Yol. 60, DD 558 -

1te Monthl
* $22_§£2%35553—35~“%ée Ralelgh"”)

Joseph

(Article by
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with a picked crew, Captain Thompson set out to meet the
"p1rped” and thense to proceed to France for supplies

which were waiting to be transported to America. The
"Raleigh® and "Alfred" had several running battles en

route, and tle latter proved itself & burden for the heav-

though their encounters were
. 4 ’
In the second engagement the Raleigh

fer and faster MRaleigh”,

quite successfui.

sailed swiftly into a convoy of Bpitish ships salling for

the West Indies. Captain Thompson with several well~-

directed broadsides completely destroyed the "Druid" and

then under full gail took out after tise "al1fred.® The

return trip from France brought the loss of the "alfred™

through its capture by the British. Thompson was remov-

ed from his command for not trying to recapture the ship,

but he said 1t was far wiser to deliver to the stores

then to chance the loss of the ®Raleigh® as well.

Captain Barry who wés given command of the vessel,

e ship in & stiff emcounter wit
re he ran 1t aground. At high tide

jost th h the English off

Penobscot, Mainse, whe
the British refloated the vessel and it served them for
end es the Admiralty Re-

n 43

some years &s one of their best,

"y yvery fine Rebel frigate.
t in the American Re~

rt Wil-

cords report,

As the first aggressive 8¢

volution, the agsault upon and the capture of Fo
l4am and Mary at Newcastle, which was earller ¥xnown &as
Great Island, ne&r Portsmouth, Wa&s performed by & group
558-566 .

43 Ivide., vol. 60, PP
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of patriots on New Hempshire scil and led by John Sullivan
and JohnLangdon, so, it may be truthfully seild that the
American Navy begen its career in the same region on the e

tenth of May, 1777 wien the sloop of war, ¥Ranger, "

superintended by the same John Langdon, waé launched in

the Piscataqua River opposite Portsmouth. 44

The Continental ship "Ranger™ first called the

"Hempshire,” renamed by Act of Congress on June 14, 1777

when John Paul Jones was appointed to her command, was
built by Ceptain Tobais Tear of Portsmouth at the Conti-
nental navy yard (formerly London's Island). The first
pride of the Continental Navy was one hundred and sixteen

feet over all. Her beam was twenty-eight feet; depth of

hold thirteen and one-half feet, and her displeacement

measured three hundred and eight tons. In addition she

e first of our naval craft to be coppered. The

was th
YRanger™ had & light top gallant forecastle open aft and

a short proof deck to be used for the Captain's cabin, and

two small staterooms on the transoms. Her armament consisted

of fourteen nine-pounders, and four six-pounders, all beling
carriage guns. The masts were more rakish than on any other

ship of the day, end besides being considered a beauty by
the seilors, she was the fastest ship afleat with 2 wind |

: 45
ebaft the besm.

Article
he Granite Monthly, Vol. 59, PP - 58ff. (
. %y Joseph roster on’ The Birth of the Navy”

45 Ibid., Vol. 59, pe 250
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Since, at the beginning of this paper it was mention-
ed that Portsmouth gave men to the sea as well as ships, I
’
believe that at this point a fuwther 1llustration should

be given showing the attractions which encouraged such

enlistment. Crews for ships were usually obtained in this 4

city by the appearance of an advertisement in the local

paper. In the Froeman's Journal of Saturday, July 26, 1777

appears the following announcement:

Mwhereas the seasmen of these states have for some
time past been discouraged from enfering into the

navy by thinking they have hitherto been unfairly

dealt with in respect to prize money, md the regu-

lar payment of weges: Therefore, to remove all cause

of future complaint, I will be answerable to every

person who may enter to serve under my command for

the punctual and reguler payment of wages; And 1

will also, with the consent and approbation of of -

ficers and men, appoint an agent for the prizes,

whose duty it shall be to see the captors'pert sold

to the best advantage end to make punctual, just and

lar payments to every person concerned. Every

js entitled to eight dollars per

regu
gsesman in the navy

month wages with an advencé O

ry marine or landsmen is entit

f forty dollars at entry

on board. EvV6 led to

six dollars erd two-thirds

wenty dollars at entry on

per month wages, with an

board. Every

advance of t
a 1imb or be disabled by

person who may 1086
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by engagement will recelve two hundred dollars smart
money; if killed, his wife or family will receive it.
Every person who may be disabled in engagement will

receive half pay during 1ife or ellowance proportion-

gl to te injury sustained. The pay 1ls extended to

persons in captivity provided they return to the

The captors share one-

_ service as soon as possible.
i
; half of all merchent shilps and all effects taken by

f ces or laend without resistance; they share the whole
of ships of war, and a1l privateers authorized by

-

) nis Britennic Majesty to wer against the states. -
Persons of ability will be promoted in proportion

to their diligence and merit; --- and no equal en-

couragement can be given in privateers.

"The Continental ship of war "Ranger™ at Ports-

mouth under my command 1is 1in readiness for sea.

Such persons &s think proper to enter are requested

to apply on board, or receive at the ship's rendez-

will receive further informetion.” 46

vous where they

(Signed) John Paul Jones
Portsmouth, July 26, 1777 .

Crews for many & ghip werse gecured in just this

manner, built by Portsmouth carpenters end manned by

Portsmouth seameén.

tsmouth, 1777) Issue of
.  (appears bound with

te of Ssme Date) .

' 46 Tne Freeman's Journal (Por
Saturday,

uly ’
New Hampshire Gazet
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The "Renger® under the Command of Ceptain Jones,

sailed for France November 1, 1777, carrying dispatches

of Burgoyne's surrender, and was the first ship flying

the stars and stripes to preceive a national salute from

the French fleet. Jones commanded the ship until May,

1778, when he left her in France. He was replaced by

Captain Thomas Simpson, by suthority of the American Com-

missioner in France, and held his position until the ves-

sel was captured at Charleston in May, 1780.

launching of the "America"

The year 1782 marked the

74, the first "ship of the 1ine" battleship our government

ever built. This ship was first intended to be the flag

but due to the loss of the French

ship of John Paul Jones,
shilp, “Magnifique" on our coest, and the indebtedness of
our goﬁernment to France, the Continental Congress pre-

sented her to Louls XVI. There 1ls some controversy as to
whether the ”America" wes captured by the British in 1794

in an engagement with the French, but the Portsmouth Times
for March 20, 1912 quotes fram original records, declaring
thag the ship taken was a new ship Just launched .
Congress ordered tne construction of the "America"

nth of November 1776 . 47Her keel was

to begin on the ni
's ISlam’

as 1t 1s now called, being named

laid on Badger
pbuilder, or Langdon's Tgland, as it

pout & year after t
dais and John Langdon, &s

after an early shi
he guthorization

was earlier called. A
Captain Lan

of her building,
laxd Historical and Genealoglcal Re-

47 The New En d
—Zister, (B%sfon, 18987, Vol. %<, T+ 09O
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members of the Marine Committee,suggested tle plans be
changed, and the number of guns be reduced to fifty-six

Their plan, however, was not adopted and 1little is heard

of the ship from this point until June 23, 1779 wlen

Congress authorized Robert Morris "to take measures for

speedily launching and equipping for the 'sea, the % pAmer -

1ca," then on the stocks, e..e" Three days later John

Paul Jones was advised that he was to be given command

of her and to proceed to the port. The "America" was

six years on the stocks, being launched on November 5,

1782. On the same day of her launching, John Paul Jones

delivered her to Chevalier de Martigne, who had commanded

the "Magnifique."” The fimerica® was built under the gen-
eral superintendence of John Langdon, and her master bulld-

er was Colonel James Hackett, who had never before seen

a Yship of line" at the time ne drew her plan, nor did he

n twenty carpenters at any one time while

employ more tha
48

her construction was being carried on.

John Paul Jones hes jeft a very complete descrip-
tion of the "America," as well as a few interesting

on her construction in his Jou
h he found to his regret that the

polnts rngl. When Jones

arrived in Portsmout

was much less advan
He even found that the materials

ced towards completion than

"America®
he lnd been informed.
far the last stages of construction had not been purchased,

gh the fact that the resources Oof the country

possibly throu

48 1pid., vol. 22, P~ 308

e
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were being turned to the support of the Continental Army.

Jones, though grumbling a great deal, set out with mach

of his characteristic energy, and secured scanty funds
and proceeded with his task, and as he remarks in hils

diary, "the most lingering end disagreeable service he
was charged with during the period of the Revolution.” 49

The superintending and constructing of the "pAmerica',

however, did not occupy entirely all of Jones' time, though

he was faithful in his obligation. He had & very valuable

1ibrary which he had collected in the course of hils wander -

ings and now he found leisure to perﬁé% a variety of
studies in naval tactics and the construction and equip-

ment of ships. These studies he put into actual oper-

ation in the final stages of the building of the "America.”

The Bpitish at length became aware that it was the

intention of the Colonists to complete this vessel, and

accordingly they mede plans to destroy her. Intelligence

of these plans reached Jones through Washington and the

organized a night guard

Minister of Marines,and he at once
r building.

he mechanics who were engaged in he

composed of t
1th men and pulling with muf f1led

Large whale boats filled w

oars werse occasionally seen, passing and repassing the
#merica¥, but Jones' guard was so effective that at length

the enemy proJect was abandoned.

"Though Cap
Wamerica® was disagreeable,

tain Jones remarked that his task of

building the we heve reason

49 ymackenzle, Alexander, S., The Life of John Paul

Jones, (New York, 1841), Vol-. p
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to believe that some satisfactlion and enjoyment was derived.
The architect of the ship, Mr. Hackett, received a great
deal of credit from Jones for the skill displayed in plan-

ning her model. However, the Captain introduced many

alterations in the arrangements of her upper works and
her ornamentation which appear to bé very Jjudicious, and
in which he takes a great deal of pride. This evident
pride can be seen in & quotation from the Jjournal, and
ig as well, & fine description of a ship of the time.

®"The plan projected for the sculpture expressed dignity

and silmplicity. The head was & female figure crowned

with laurels. The right arm was raised, with the fore-

finger pointing to heaven, as appealing to that high tri-

bunal far the Jjustice of the American cause. On the left

arm was & buckler with a blue ground and thirteen silver

stars. The legs and feet were covered here and there

with wreaths of smoke, to represent the dangers and 4if-

On the stern, under the windows of
-relief,

ficulties of war.

the great cebin, appeared two large figures in bas

representing tyranny and oppression, bound and biting the

with the cap of liberty on a pol
paert of the starboard quarter gallery

ground, e above their

heads. On the back

was a large Neptune; end on the back part of the larboard

quarter gallery a large Mars. The tamerica! was fifty

feet six inches in the extreme breadth, and measured &

hundred and eighty-two feet six inches on the upper gun

t hough the largest of geventy-guns,

deck. Yet this ship,
the

when the lower battery was sunk,

{n the world, had,

4————————:::-n---llllllIllllllllllllllllllllllll
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air of a delicate frigate; and no person, at the distance
of a mile, could have imagined she had a second battery.
The worlkmanship was far superior to any before seen in
naval architecture; and it would only have been necessary
that the Abbe Raynal should have seen the 'America' to

have induced him to give the wcrld a very different idea

of the continent of which that elegant ship bore the nagg.”

By the fifth of November the "America® wes ready

to be launched, and the difficulty of easing her fram the

stocks became quite a problem for Jones to solve. To the

one side of the building slips lay & great ledge of rocks

sad which ran parallel to the keel and out into the river

nearly two-thirds of the way across. The river at thils

point was not over two hundred yards wide and was bounded

by rocks. Over the ledge of rocks the water continued to

flow for nearly an hour after flood tide, and obviously
the danger in leunching the ship was in her belng swept
against this ledge as she slipped into the channel. The

rocky character of the river bottom prevented the bullders

from fixing stockades in the river to conduct the ship clear

of this menace, thus Jones was forced to use cables and an-

chors alone to effect this operation, which according to

his description he seems to have done with a great deal of

ingenulty.
Hpne flags of America and of France being displayed

over the stern, in friendly union, end all belng ready,

50 Ibid., vol. 11, ppD. 103-1086
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Jones took his station on the highest part of the platform,
leading from the ground to the bow of the ship. At the
top of the tide the wedges were driven to 1ift her into
her cradle, and the blocks upon which she was bullt be-

ing split from under the keel, she gradually put herself

into motion. Stout cables had been secured to anchors on

the shore, biltted and ranged on the deck and stoppered with
ropes that would break at a given pressure, and check the
ship completely at an estimated distance. Jones, from his
conspicuous stgtion, watched the motion of the ship, and,

by concerted signals, marked the moment when the anchors

et the bows were to be let go in succession. The ship

ren swiftly along the reef, and was checked when clear
of it, and dropped with the tilde past it into the chan-
nel." 51 Tnhe task was most successful according to Capt-

ein Jones, end much admiration was expressed'ﬁy the

large assembly of spectators. The ship being safely moor-

ed was almost immediately delivered to the Chevaliler,
vessel

and

Jones, very much disappointed in not securing the

set out for Philadelphila.

for his command,
ps built at

There are few descriptions of shi

omplete as that of the "smerica. "74;There-

Portsmouth as ¢C
j1lustration of the con-

fore it may be taken as & typical

n of the larger vessels during this period.

structio
Toward the last of ¢t
overnne nt found itself unable to

he eighteenth century, the

pay the cus-

American G
tomery treaty dues to the Dey of Alglers, and our Navy

51 Ibid., vol:. 11, p. 108.
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was not strong enough to protest against the Iinfamous de-
mands of these pirates. As a tribute to the Dey, the

] "

Crescent” 32 was built in 1798 and sent as a present to

Alglers to compensate for the delay in fulfilling our

treaty obligations. Though the details of her construct-

jon are lacking, we do find an account of the departure

of the "Cresent" from Portsmouth on January 20, 1798.
"on Thursday morning, about sunrise, a gun was

discharged from the "Crescent” frigate, as a signal for
getting under way; end st ten A.M., she cleared the har-
bor, with a2 fine leading breeze. Our best wishes to

Captain Newman and his officers and men. May they ar-
rive in safety at the place of their destination, and

present the Dey of Algiers one of the finest specimens

of elegant naval architecture which was ever borne on the

Pyscataqua's waters ." 52

From Brewster 's "Rambles About Portsmouth,® there

appears the notice that in the time of the Revolution,

Colonel Elephalet Ladd built & ship of twenty guns at

mHercules.? It appsars that the

Portsmouth called the
hip's being

British in Halifax were well aware of this s

on the stocks of the Piscataqua and as a consequence in-

ted an advertisement in one of their papers to the

ser
following: "A ship of twenty guns, now on the stocks in
the Pyscataqua would De sold at auction in Halifax" on @

jre Gazette, January 26, 1798

52 The New Hampsh
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f»
certain day. Two British frigates were put on watch at

the entrance to the Esrbor and when the gallant 1little

started out on her first voyage she was captur-
53

®rercules"

ed and auctioned as the Ealifax paper had advertised

In the same year the New Hampshire Gazette printed

the announ
cement of the completion of the "Portsmouth” as

follows: "On Thursday last & mo st beautifui copper-bottomed
b4

twenty-gun ship called the 1Portsmouth! and bullt for the

service of the United States, W&s 1 aunched from the Contl-

: f
nental Navy Yard, Langdon 's Island. 54 e pride expressed

by the Gazette in this vessel proved that the art of build-
ing fine ships was Portsmouth's heritage, and the era of
shipbullding, the sgeeds of which had been sown long before

’

was now developing in earnest.

We have come now tO tne close of this particular
account of the early development of shipbuilding in Ports-

The field 1is as yot & fpuitful one for a more com=

¥y and will offer micC
p the mass of material

mouth .
h enjoyment to one who

prehensive stud
st1ll un-

4s inclined to pour ove
This thesis h8s attempted to bring to light

assembled.
s industry during Y

developments of thi

ortant events am
in order that & more under~

imp

the half century pefore 1800

y be ned for & fol
entered the nineteenth

1owing era of pros-

standing approach mé
perity in this city- Portsmouth

\ century in happy fashion,
experience® and successe Trere was wealth &
5% Brewster, Charles W., Rambles Aboutb Portsmouth,
(Portsmouth, 1859), VoIT:TTT‘ﬁﬁT“ZSBTZI?;;g”_"
e New Hampshire Gazette, Octobel 16, .

L 54 Th

her citlzens had been reared in

nd cultivation
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in the town, growing especlially from a West Indlan tradse,
and as business conditions improved after the war. Ports-
mouth enjoyed her share of the resulting benefits. The
stage was set, and shipbullding, which had always come
naturally to Portsmouth and to Piscataqua men, attained

a distinguished peak for which Portsmouth will long be

remembered .
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